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Settlement  of  the  French  in  the  American  Jjlands, 

History  entertains  us  with  nothing  but  book 
the  accounts  of  conquerors,  who  have  em- 
ployed  themfelves  at  the  expence  of  the  lives  and  General 
the  happinefs  of  their  fubjedts'in  extending  their  onsSponîhc 
dominions:  but  it  doth  not  fet  before  our  eyes 
the  example  of  one  fovereign  who  hath  thought  lonie:. 
of  reftraining  the  limits  of  them.  Would  not 
this  meafure,  however,  have  been  as  prudent  as 
the  other  has  been  fatal,  and  may  we  not  judge 
VoL.  VI.  B of 
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of  the  extent  of  empires,  in  the  fame  manner  as  we 
do  of  the  increafe  of  population  ? A vatt  empire, 
and  an  immenfe  population,  may  be  two  great 
evils.  Let  there  be  few  men,  but  let  them  be 
happy  ; let  the  empire  be  fmall,  but  well  go- 
verned. The  fate  of  fmall  Hates  is  to  be  ex- 
tended, and  of  large  ones  to  be  difmembered. 

The  increafe  of  power,  which  moft  of  the  go- 
vernments of  Europe  have  flattered  themfelves 
with,  from  their  poffefllons  in  the  New  World, 
hath  for  too  long  a time  engaged  my  attention, 
not  to  have  induced  me  frequently  to  confider 
within  myfelf,  or  to  inquire  of  men  more  enlight- 
ened, what  idea  it  was  proper  to  entertain  of  fettle- 
ments  formed  at  fo  much  expence,  and  with  fo 
much  labour,  in  another  hemifphere. 

Doth  our  real  happinefs  require  the  enjoyment 
of  the  things  which  we  go  in  fearch  of  at  fuch  a 
diftance  ? Is  it  our  fare  for  ever  to  perfevere  in 
fuch  faflitious  inclinations  ? Is  man  born  eter- 
nally to  wander  between  the  fky  and  the  waters  ? 
Is  he  a bird  of  paflTage,  or'  doth  he  refemble  other 
animals,  whofe  moll  diftanc  excurfions  are  ex- 
ceedingly limited  ? Can  the  articles  of  commerce 
we  derive  from  therice  be  an  adequate  compenfa- 
tion  for  the  lofs  of  the  citizens  who  leave  their 
country,  to  perifli,  either  by  the  diforders  with 
which  they  are  attacked  during  their  voyage,  or 
by  the  climate  at  their  arrival  ? At  fuch  confi- 
derable  diftance,  what  influence  can  the  laws  of 
the  mother-country  have  upon  the  fubjecls?  and 
and  how  will  their  obedience  to  thofe  laws  be  en- 
forced ? Will  not  the  abfence  of  the  witnelTes, 
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and  judges  of  our  adlions,  necelTarily  induce  cor- 
ruption in  our  manners,  and  occafion  in  time  the 
fubverfion  of  the  moft  wife  inftitutions,  when 
virtue  and  juftice,  which  are  the  bafis  on  which 
they  are  founded,  fliall  no  longer  fubfift  ? By 
what  firm  tie  fhail  We  fecure  a pofiefilon,  from 
which  we  are  feparated  by  an  immenfe  interval  ? 
Hath  the  individual,  who  pafles  his  whole  life  in 
voyages,  any  idea  of  the  fpirit  of  patriotifm  ? and 
among  all  the  countries  he  is  obliged  to  traverfe, 
is  there  any  one  which  he  (till  confiders  as  his 
own  ? Can  colonies  interefl;  themfelves  to  a cer- 
tain degree  in  the  misfortunes  or  profperity  of 
the  mother-country  ? and  can  the  mother-coun- 
try be  very  fincerely  rejoiced  or  afflicted  at  the 
fate  of  the  colonies  ? Do  not  the  people  feel  a 
ftrong  propenfity,  either  of  governing  themfelves, 
or  of  giving  themfelves  up  to  the  firft  power 
which  hath  ftrength  enough  to  get  poflfeffion  of 
them  ? Are  not  the  dired:ors,  fent  over  to  go- 
vern them,  confidcred  as  tyrants,  who  would  be 
deftroyed,  were  it  not  for  the  refpeil  borne  to 
the  perfon  whom  they  reprefent  ? Is  not  this 
extenfion  of  empire  contrary  to  nature  ? and  mud; 
not  every  thing  that  is  contrary  to  nature  have 
an  end  f 

Would  the  man  be  confidered  as  bereft  of 
underftanding,  who  fliould  fay  to  the  nations  : 
Your  authority  mufl:  either  ceafe  on  the  other 
continent,  or  you  muft  make  it  the  center  of 
your  empire?  This  is  the  alternatif  you  have 
to  chufe  ; You  muft  either  remain  in  thjs  -part 
of  the  world,  and  increafe  the  profperity  of  the 


4 


HISTORY  OF  SETTLEMENTS  AND  TRADE 


BOO 

XlII. 

' — r- 


land  on  which  you  are  placed,  and  upon  which 
J you  dwell  ; or  if  the  other  hemifphere  fhould 
olFer  you  more  power,  ftrength,  fecurity,  or 
happinefs,  you  mud  go  and  fettle  upon  it.  Con- 
vey to  it  your  authority,  and  your  arms,  your 
manners  and  yo-ur  laws  will  profper  there.  Do  ye 
think  that  your  commands  will  be  obeyed  upon 
a fpot  where  you  do  not  refide,  when  the  abfence 
even  of  the  mafter  is  always  attended  with  fome 
difagreeable  circumftance  in  the  narrow  limits  of 
liis  own  family  ? The  fv/ay  of  a monarch  can  only 
be  eftabliHied  in  the  kingdom  where  he  dwells  j 
and  it  is  dill  no  eafy  matter  to  reign  there  with 
propriety.  Wherefore,  O fovereign  ! haft  thou 
aftembled  numerous  armies  in  the  center  of  thy 
kingdom  ? Wherefore  arc  thy  palaces  furrounded 
with  guards  ? It  is  becaufe  the  perpetual  threats 
of  thy  neighbours,  the  fubmifiion  of  thy  people, 
and  the  fecurity  of  thy  facred  perfon,  require 
ihefe  precautions.  Who  will  be  refponfible  for 
the  fidelity  of  your  diftant  fubjedls  I Your  fcep- 
ter  cannot  reach  to  thoufands  of  leagues,  and 
your  fhips  can  but  imperfedlly  fupply  this  autho- 
rity. This  is  the  decree  pronounced  by  fate 
upon  your  colonies  : You  muft  cither  renounce 
them,  or  they  will  renounce  you.  Confider,  that 
your  power  ceafes  of  itfclf,  beyond  the  natural  li- 
mits of  your  own  dominions. 

These  ideas,  which  begin  to  arife  in  the  minds 
of  men,  would  have  excited  them  to  revolt  at  the 
commencement  of  the  feventeenth  century.  Every 
thing  was  then  in-  commotion  in  moft  of  the 
countries  of  Europe.  The  thoughts  of  all  men 
+ were 
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were  generally  turned  towards  the  concerns  of  the 
New  World,  ajid  the  French  appeared  as  impa- 
tient as  other  nations  to  take  a fhare  in  them. 

Ever  fince  the  fatal  cataftrophe  of  the  affaffi- 
nation  of  the  befl:  of  their  kings,  that  nation  had 
been  in  perpetual  confufion,  from  the  caprices  of 
an  intriguing  queen,  the  oppreffions  of  a rapacious 
foreigner,  and  the  fehemes  of  a weak-minded  fa- 
vqurite.  A defpotic  minifter  began  to  enflave 
her  ; when  fome  of  her  failors,  excited  as  much 
by  a defire  of  independence,  as  by  the  allurement 
of  riches,  failed  towards  the  Caribbee  iflands,  in 
hopes  of  making  themfelves  mafters  of  the  Spanifh 
velfels  that  frequented  thofe  feas.  Their  courage 
had  been  fuccefsful  on  many  occafions  ; but  they 
were  at  laft  obliged,  in  order  to  refit,  to  feek  for  an 
afylum,  which  they  found  at  St.  Chriftopher’s  in 
1625.  This  ifland  appeared  to  them  a proper  place 
for  fecuring  the  fuccefs  of  their  expeditions,  and 
they  were  therefore  defirous  of  procuring  a fettle- 
ment  upon  it.  Defnambuc,  their  chief,  not  only  ob- 
tained leave  to  form  an  ellablifhment  there,  but 
likewife  to  extend  it  as  far  as  he  was  cither  de- 
firous or  was  able  to  do,  in  the  great  Archipelago 
of  America.  Government  required,  for  this  per- 
miffion  merely,  without  giving  any  affiftance  to 
the  projet,  or  encoui aging  it  with  any  protection, 
the  tenth  part  of  the  produce  of  every  colony 
that  might  be  founded. 

A COMPANY  was  formed  in  1626,  in  order  to 
reap  the  benefit  of  this  conceiïion.  Such  was  the 
cuftom  of  thofe  times,  when  trade  and  navigation 
were  yet  in  too  weak  a ftate  to  be  intruded  to  pri- 
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vàte  hands.  This  company  obtained  the  greateft 
privileges.  The  government  gave  them,  for 
twenty  years,  the  property  of  all  the  iflands  they 
fhould  cultivate,  and  impowered  them  to  exaft  a 
hundred  weight  of  tobacco,  or  fifty  pounds  of 
cotton,  of  every  inhabitant  from  fixteen  to  fixty 
years  of  age.  They  were  likewife  to  enjoy  an  ex- 
clufive  right  of  buying  and  felling.  A capital  of 
forty-five  thoufand  livres  * .only,  and  which  was 
never  increafed  to  three  times  that  fum,  procured 
them  all  thefe  advantages. 

It  Teemed  impoffible  to  rife  to  any  degree  of 
profperity  with  fuch  inadequate  means.  Confider- 
able  numbers,  however,  of  bold  and  enterprifing 
men  came  from  St.  Chriftopher’s,  who  hoified  the 
French  flag  in  the  neighbouring  iflands.  Had  the 
company,  which  excited  this  fpirit  of  invafion  by 
a few  privileges,  afted  upon  a confident  and  ra- 
tional plan,  the  ftate  mufh  foon  have  reaped  fome 
benefit  from  this  reliefs  difpofition.  But,  unfor- 
tunately, an  inordinate  third  of  gain  rendered 
them  unjud  and  cruel  j a confequence  that  ever 
has,  and  ever  will  attend  a fpirit  of  monopoly. 

The  Dutch,  apprized  of  this  tyranny,  came  and 
offered  provifions  and  merchandize  on  far  more 
moderate  terms,  and  made  propofals  which  were 
readily  accepted.  This  laid  the  foundation  of  a 
conneflion  between  thofe  republicans  and  the  co- 
lonids,  that  could  never  afterwards  be  broken; 
and  formed  a competition,  not  only  fatal  to  the 
company  in  thfe  New  World,  where  it  prevented 
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the  fale  of  their  cargoes,  but  even  purfued  them  ® ^ 

in  all  the  markets  of  Europe,  where  the  contra- 
band  traders  underfold  all  the  produce  of  the 
French  iflands.  Difcouraged  by  thefe  deferved 
difappointinents,  the  company  funk  into  a total 
ftate  of  inadivity,  which  deprived  them  of  mod 
of  their  emoluments,  without  leflening  any  of 
their  expences.  In  their  defpair,  they  gave  up, 
in  1631,  their  charter  to  a new  company,  who  in 
their  turn  cede4  it  alfo  to  another,  in  1642.  In 
vain  did  the  miniftry  facrifice  to  the  laft  company 
the  duties  they  had  referved  to  themfelves  j this 
indulgence  could  not  change  the  pernicious 
fyftem  which  had  been  hitherto  the  perpetual 
caufe  of  all  the  calamities.  A new  revolution  therer 
fore  foon  became  neceffary.  The  exhaufted  com- 
pany, to  prevent  their  total  ruin,  and  that  they 
might  not  fink  under  the  weight  of  their  en- 
gagements, put  their  pofiefTions  up  to  au6lion  : 
they  were  moftly  bought  up  by  their  refpe<5live 
governors. 

In  1649,  Boiflferet  purchafed,  for  feventy-three 
thoufand  livres  Guadalupe,  Marigalante,  the 
ifland  called  The  Saints^  and  all  the  effefls  belong- 
ing to  the  company  on  thefe  feveral  iflands  : he 
afterwards  parted  with  half  in  favour  of  Houel, 
his  brother-in-law.  In  1650,  Duparquet  paid  but 
fixty  thoufand  livres  f for  Marti nico,  St.  Lucia, 

Granada,  and  the  Granadines.  Seven  years  after, 
he  fold  Granada  and  the  Granadines  to  Count 
Cerillac,  for  one  third  more  than  he  had  given  foi; 
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B o o K ]^js  whole  purchafe.  In  1651,  Malta  purchafed 
u.— St.  Chriftopher’s,  St.  Martin,  St.  Bartholomew, 
.Santa  Cruz,  and  Tortuga,  for  forty  thoufand 
crowns  *,  which  were  paid  by  the  commandant 
de  Poincy,  who  governed  thofe  iflands.  The 
knights  of  Malta  were  to  hold  them  in  fief  of  the 
crown,  and  were  not  allowed  to  ihtruft  any  but  a - 
Frenchman  with  the  adminiftration  of  them. 

* » 

The  new  poflefibrs  enjoyed  an  unlimited  author 
rity,  and  difpofed  of  the  lands.  All  places,  both 
civil  and  military,  were  in  their  gift.  They  had 
the  right  of  pardoning  thofe  whom  their  deputies 
condemned  to  death  ; in  a word,  they  were  fo 
many  petty  fovereigns.  It  was  natural  to  ex- 
pefl,  as  their  domains  were  under  their  own  in- 
fpedlion,  that  agriculture  would  make  a rapid 
progrefs.  This  conjedlure  was  in  fome  meafure 
realized,  notwithftanding  the  contells,  which  were 
neceffarily  fharp  and  frequent  under  fuch  mafters. 
However,  this  fécond  Hate  of  the  French  colonies 
did  not  prove  more  beneficial  to  the  nation  than 
the  firfi.  The  Dutch  continued'to  furnifli  them 
with  provifions,  and  to  carry  away  the  produce, 
which  they  fold  indifcriminately  to  all  nations, 
even  to  that  which  ought  to  have  reaped  the 
foie  advantage  of  it,  becaufe  it  was  her  own 
propel  ty. 

The  mother-country  fuffered  confiderably  from 
this  evil,  and  Colbert  miftook  the  means  of  redrefs. 
That  great  man,  who  had  for  fome  time  prefided 
over  the  finances  and  trade  of  the  kingdom,  had 
tiegun  upon  a wrong  plan.  The  habit  of  living 
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with  the  farmers  of  the  revenue  under  the  admini- 
ftration  of  Mazarin,  had  accuftomed  him  to  confi- 
der  money,  which  is  but  an  inftrument  of  circu- 
lation, as  the  fource  of  every  thing.  He  ima- 
gined that  manufadures  were  the  readieft  way 
to  draw  it  from  abroad  ; and  that  in  the  work- 
fliops  were  to  be  found  the  beft  refources  of  the 
ftate,  and  in  the  tradefmen  the  mod  ufeful  fub- 
jedsof  the  monarchy.  To  increafe  the  number  of 
thefe  men,  he  thought  it  proper  to  keep  the  ne- 
ceffaries  of  life  at  a low  price,  and  to  difcourage 
the  exportation  of  corn.  The  produflion  of  ma- 
terials was  the  lead  objefl  of  his  care,  and  he 
bent  his  whole  attention  to  the  manufafturing  of 
them.  This  preference  of  indudry  to  agriculture 
became  the  reigning  tade,  and  unfortunately  this 
dedruidive  fydem  dill  prevails. 

Had  Colbert  entertained  jud  notions  of  the 
improvement  of  lands',  of  the  encouragement  it 
requires,  and  of  the  liberty  the  hufbandman  mud 
enjoy,  he  would  have  purfued,  in  1664,  a very  dif- 
ferent plan  from  that  which  he  adopted.  It  is 
well  know’n  that  he  redeemed  Guadalupe,  and  it’s 
dependent  iflands,  for  one  hundred  and  twenty- 
five  thoufand  livres  Martinico  for  forty  thou- 
fand  crowns  f ; Granada  for  a hundred  thoufand 
livres  ^ j and  all  the  pofleffions  of  Malta  for  five 
hundred  thoufand  livres  1|.  So  far  his  conduft  de- 
ferved  commendation  : it  was  fit  that  he  fhould  re- 
ftore  fo  many  branches  of  fovereignty  to  the  body 
of  the  ftate.  But  he  ought  never  to  have  fub- 
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* ^11?  ^ rnittçd  pofTeflioas  of  fuch  importance  to  the  op- 
prelTions  of  an  exclufive  company  j a meafure  far- 
bidden  as  much  by  pad  experience,  as  by  reafon. 
Jt  is  probable,  that  the  miniftry  expcfled  that  a 
company,  which  was  to  be  incorporated  into  thofe 
of  Africa,  Cayenne,  and  North  America,  and  in- 
terefted  in  the  trade  that  was  beginning  to  be 
carried  on  upon,  the  coafts  of  St.  Domingo,  would 
obtain  ^ ftrong  and  permanent  power,  as  well 
from  the  great  connexions  it  would  have  an  op- 
portunity of  forrriing,  as.  from,  the  facility  with 
which,  it  might  repair,  in  one  part,  the  misfortunes 
it  had  fuftained  in  another.  They  thought  to  fe- 
cure  the  future  fplendour  of  the  company,  by 
lending  them  the  tenth  part  of  thç  amount  of 
%heir  capital,  free  from  intereft  for  four  years,  by 
permitting  the  exportation  of  all  provifions  duty-f 
free-  intp.  thei.r  fettlements,  and  by  prohibiting, 
?ks  much  as  they  could,  the  competition  of  the 
|>utch. 

IS^OTWiTHaTANDiN.G  all  thefç  favours,  the  com,»- 
pany  was.  never  in  any  flourifhing  date.  The 
crrora  they  fell  intp,  feemed  to  increafe,  in  propor- 
tion to.  the  number  of  concédions  that  had  been 
injudici.oufly  granted  to.  them.  The  knavery  of 
their  agents,  the  d,ej,eXion  of  thç  colonids,  the 
dc-va.dations  of  war,  with  other  caufes,  concurred 
to.  throw  their  affairs  into  the  utmod  çonfufion. 
Their  ruin  'vaa  advancing,  and  appeared  ine- 
vitable in.  1674,  when  the  date  judged  it  proper 
to,  pay  off  their  debts,  which  amounted  to  threç 
to.il.iions  five  hundred  and  twenty- three  thoufand 
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\\ 


fivres  *,  and  to  reimburfe  them  their  capital  of  ® ^ 

one  million  two  hundred  eighty-feven  thoufand  ' — 
one  hundred  and  eighty-five  livres  f.  Thefe  ge- 
nerous terms  reftored  to  the  body  of  the  ftate 
thofe  valuable  poflefTions  which  had  been  hither- 
to, as  it  were,  alienated  from  it.  The  colonies 
became  entirely  French,  and  all  the  citizens,  ' 
•without  diftinv5lion,  were  at  liberty  to  go  and 
fettle  there,  or  to  open  a communication  with 
them. 


It  would  be  difficult  to  exprefs  the  tranfports 
of  joy  which  this  event  excited  in  the  iQands. 
They  were  now  freed  from  the  chains  under 
which  they  had  fo  long  been  opprefled,  and  no- 
thing feemed  capable  of  abating,  for  the  future, 
the  adlive  fpirit  of  labour  and  induftry.  Every 
individual  gave  a full  fcope  to  his  ambition,  and 
thought  himfelf  at  the  eve  of  making  an  immenfe 
fortune.  If  they  were  deceived  in  thefe  expefla- 
tions,  this  cannot  be  attributed  either  to  their 
prefumption  or  their  indolence.  Their  hopes 
were  very  natural,  and  their  whole  condutîT:  was 
fuch  as  juftified  and  confirmed  them.  Unfortu- 
nately, the  prejudices  of  the  mother-country 
threw  infurmountable  difficulties  in  their  way. 

First,  it  was  required,  even  in  the  iflands,  that 
every  free  man,  and  every  flave  of  either  fex,  fhould 
pay  an  annual  poll-tax  of  a hundred  weight  of 
raw  fugar.  It  was  in  vain  urged,  that  the  condi- 
tion impofed  upon  the  colonies,  to  trade  only 
with  the  mother-country,  was  of  itfelf  a fufficient 
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® xiH  ^ hardfliip,  and  a reafon  why  they  fhould  be  ex*‘ 

V— -y- > empted  from  all  other  taxes.  Thefe  reprefenta- 

tions  were  not  attended  to,  as  they  ought  to  have 
been.  Whether  from  neceffity,  or  from  igno- 
rance on  the  part  of  government,  thofe  cultivators 
who  ought  to  have  been  aflifted  with  loans  with- 
out intereft,  or  with  gratuities,  faw  part  of  their 
harveft  collefted  by  greedy  farmers  of  the  reve- 
nue j which,  had  it  been  returned  into  their  own 
fertile  fields,  would  gradually  have  increafed  their 
produce. 

While  the  iflands  were  thus  deprived  of  part 
of  their  produce,  the  fpirit  of  monopoly  was  tak- 
ing efiedlual  meafures  in  France  to  reduce  the 
price  of  what  was  left  them.  The  privilege  of 
buying  it  up,  v/as  limited  to  a few  fea-ports. 
This  was  a manifeft  infringement  of  the  efiential 
rights  veiled  in  the  other  harbours  of  the  king- 
dom 5 but  to  the  colonies  it  proved  a very  unfor- 
tunate reftriiflion,  becaufe  it  lelTened  the  number 
of  buyers  and  fellers  on  the  coalls. 

To  this  dilàdvantage  another  foon  fucceeded. 
The  minillry  had  endeavoured  to  exclude  all  fo- 
reign vefiels  from  thofe  dillant  polfefTions,  and 
had  fucceeded,  becaufe  they  were  in  earnefl. 
Thefe  navigators  obtained,  from  motives  of  in- 
tereft,  the  privilege  that  was  denied  them  by  the 
laws.  They  purchafed  of  the  French  merchants 
paflTes  to  go  to  the  colonics,  where  they  took  in 
their  ladings,  and  carried  them  direclly  to  their 
own  country.  This  dilhonelly  might  have  been 
punillied  and  fupprefied  by  a variety  of  methods  ; 
but  the  molt  deftruflive  one  was  adopted.  All 
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fliips  were  required  to  give  in  their  return,  not 
only  at  home,  but  likewife  at  the  ports  from 
whence  they  had  failed.  This  reftraint  neceiTarily 
occafioned  a confiderabie  expence  to  no  purpofe, 
and  could  not  fail  of  enhancing  the  price  of  Ame- 
rican commodities. 

Their  increafe  was  alfo  checked  by  the  duties 
with  which  they  were  overladen  ; tobacco  was 
fubjedted  to  a duty  of  20  fols*  per  pound.  The 
ufe  of  indigo  was  at  firft  prohibited  in  the  dyes 
of  the  kingdom,  under  a pretence  that  it  fpoiled 
them,  and  that  it  would  be  pfcjudicial  to  one  of 
the  cultures  of  the  mother-country.  But  when 
the  moft  obftinate  perfons  had  been  convinced 
by  repeated  experiments,  that  indigo,  whenmix- 
ed  with  paftel,  or  even  when  ufed  alone,  ren- 
dered the  colours  more  beautiful,  and  more  lad- 
ing, government  confined  itfelf  to  the  loading 
of  it  with  taxes.  They  were  fo  heavy  as  to  ren- 
der the  exportation  of  it  impoflible.  It  was  not 
till  1693,  that  the  tax  was  taken  off  the  indigo, 
which  was  intended  for  foreigners. 

The  cacao  was  taken  out  of  the  hands  of  mo- 
nopoly, only  to  be  fubjefled,  in  1693,  to  a duty 
of  15  fols -f  per  pound,  although  it  was  fold  for 
no  more  than  5 fols  J in  the  colonies.  It’s  in- 
troduction in  the  kingdom  was  at  firfl;  allowed 
only  by  Rouen  and  Marfeilles,  and  by  this  latter 
port  alone,  fince  the  pretended  liberty  granted 
to  it. 

r .* 
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9 XII?  ^ Cotton,  which  had  at  firll  efcaped  the  rigours 
> of  the  trcafury,  was  taxed  3 livres  * per  hundred 
weight  in  1664.  It  was  to  no  purpofe  that  half 
of  this  impoft  was  taken  off  in  1691.  This  mo- 
dification could  not  renew  the  plants  that  had 
been  extirpated. 

The  confumption  of  ginger,  which  hath  fome 
of  the  qualities  of  pepper,  and  which  might 
eafily  be  ufed  as  a fuccedaneum,  ought  to  have 
been  encouraged.  A flop  was  put  to  it  by  a duty 
of  6 livres  f per  quintal.  It  was  afterwards  re- 
duced to  15  fols  ;j:  i but  at  that  period,  the  loweft 
clafs  of  citizens  had  contrafled  a diflike  for  that 
fpice,  which  it  was  impoffible  to  conquer. 

The  American  caffia  was  purchafed  in  France 
for  one  quarter  of  the  price  that  was  paid  for  that 
of  the  Levant.  If  a proper  analyfis  had  been 
made  of  it,  it  would  have  difpelled  the  prejudi- 
ces which  were  the  caufe  of  this  enormous  dif- 
ference in  the  price.  But  government  never 
thought  of  any  expedient  which  might  tend  to 
increafe  the  riches  of  their  poffeffions. 

Sugar  was  the  richeft  produflion  of  the  iflands 
till  1669,  the  dired  exportation  of  it  into  all  the 
ports  of  Europe  had  been  allowed,  as  well  as  that 
pf  all  the  provifions  of  the  colonies.  At  this  pe- 
riod it  was  ordered,  that  it  fhould  be  only  depo- 
fited  in  the  harbours  of  the  kingdom.  This  ar- 
rangement neceffarily  enhanced  it’s  price,  and 
foreigners,  who  could  purchafe  it  at  a cheaper 
rate  in  other  parts,  contraded  the  habit  of  going 
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tliere  in  fèarch  of  it.  The  refolution,  howevef) 
that  was  taken  of  liberating  the  fugar  from  the 
duty  of  3 per  cent,  which  it  had  paid  on  it*s  ar- 
rival, was  the  means  of  preferving  fome  plircha- 
fers.  A frefli  miftake  completed  the  ruin  of  this 
branch  of  trade. 


The  refiners,  in  1682,  petitioned  th'at  the  ex- 
portation of  raw  fugâr  might  be  prohibited;  in 
which  they  feemed  to  be  influenced  merely  by- 
public  good.  They  alleged  that  It  Was  repug- 
nant to  all  found  principles,  that  the  original 
produce  fliould  be  fent  away  to  fupport  foreign 
manufadtures,  and  that  the  fiate  fliould  volunta- 
rily deprive  itfelf  of  the  profits  of  fo  valuable  à 
labour.  This  plaufible  reafoning  made  too  great 
ah  imprefiion  on  Colbert;  and  the  confequencè 
of  it  was,  that  the  refining  of  fugar  Was  kept  up 
at  the  fame  exorbitant  price,  and  the  art  itfelf  ne- 
ver received  any  improvement.  This  was  not 
approved  by  the  people  who  confumed  this  articleî 
the  French  fugar-trade  fank,  and  that  of  the  rival 
nations  was  vifibly  increafed. 

Some  of  the  colonifts,  obferving  that  the  fyftem 
was  not  dropped  notwithftanding  this  fatal  expe- 
riment, folicited  leave  to  fine  their  own  fugârs» 
They  were  fupplied  with  fo  many  conveniences 
to  go  through  this  procefs  at  a trifling  expence, 
that  they  flattered  themfelves  they  might  foon 
recover  that  preference  they  had  loft  in  the  foreign 
markets.  This  change  was  more  than  probable, 
had  not  every  hundred  weight  of  refined  fugar 
they  fent  home  been  clogged  with  a duty  of  eight 
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^ livres  *■  on  entering  the  kingdom.  All  that  could 
j be  done,  notwilhftanding  this  heavy  impofition, 
was  to  fupport  the  competition  of  the  French  re- 
finers refiding  in  the  kingdom.  The  produce  of 
the  fugar-houfes  in  France,  and  of  thofe  in  the 
colonies,  were  entirely  confumed  within  the  em- 
pire; and  thus  an  important  branch  of  trade  was 
given  up,  rather  than  it  would  be  acknowleged, 
that  a miftake  had  been  committed  in  prohibiting 
the  exportation  of  raw  fugars. 

From  this  period  the  colonies,  which  fupplied 
twenty-feven  millions  weight  of  fugar,  could  not 
difpofe  of  the  whole  of  it  in  the  mother-country, 
which  confumed  but  twenty  millions.  As  the  con- 
fumption  of  it  decreafed,  no  more  was  cultivated 
than  was  abfolutely  necefiary.  This  medium 
could  only  be  fettled  in  proccfs  of  time;  and,  be- 
fore this  was  effedted,  the  commodity  fell  to  an 
exceeding  low  price.  This  decreafe  in  the  value, 
which  was  alfo  owen  to  the  negligent  manner  of 
making  it,  was  fo  great,  that  raw  fugar,  which 
fold  for  fourteen  or  fifteen  livres  f -per  hundred 
in  1682,  fetched  no  more  than  five  or  fix  J in 

1713* 

The  low  price  of  the  ftaple  commodity  would 
have  made  it  impoffible  for  the  colonifts  to  in- 
creafe  the  number  of  their  flaves,  even  if  the  go- 
vernment, by  it’s  conduiSl,  had  not  contributed  to 
this  misfortune.  The  Negro  trade  was  always 
in  the  hands  of  exclufive  companies,  who  im- 
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porred  but  few,  in  order  to  be  certain  of  felling  ® ^ 

them  at  a better  price.  We  have  good  authority  v 
to  aflerr,  that  in  1698  there  were  not  twenty 
thoufand  Negroes  in  thofe  numerous  fettlements; 
and  it  may  fafely  be  affirmed,  that  mofl;  of  thefe 
had  been  brought  in  by  contraband  traders. 
.Fifty-four  fl'dps  of  a moderate  fize  were  fuffi- 
•cient  to  bring  over  the  whole  produce  of  thefe 
colonies. 


The  French  iflands  could  not  but  fink  under 
fo  manv  difficulties.  If  the  inhabitants  did  not 
forfake  them,  and  carry  the  fruit  of  their  indultry 
to  other  places,  their  perfeverance  mufl:  be  attri- 
buted to  refources  that  did  not  depend  upon  ad- 
minifiration.  When  fome  production  was  op- 
prefled,  the  planter  turned  his  attention  fudden- 
ly  to  another,  which  had  not  yet  attracted  the 
notice  of  the  treafury,  or  which  they  were  appre- 
henfive  of . cruihing  in  it’s -infancy.  The  coafts 
were  never  fufficiently  guarded  to  prevent  all  the 
connections  formed  with  foreign  navigators.  The 
plunders  of  the  free-booters  were  fometimes  con- 
verted into  advances  for  culture.  At  length  the 
propenfity  which  was  daily  increafing  in  the  Old 
World  for  the  productions  of  the  New,  greatly 
encouraged  the  multiplication  of  them.  Thefe 
means,  however,  would  never  have  been  fufficient 
10  raife  the  French  colonies  from  their  ftate  of 
languor.  A great  revolution  was  neceffary,  and 
it  was  brought  about  in  1716. 

At  this  period,  a plain  and  fimple  regulation  Meafures 
was  fubftituted  in  lieu  of  a multitude  of  equivocal  the'  court  of 
orders,  which  rapacious  officers  of  the  revenue  had, 

VoL.  VI.  C from  'heircoio- 

nici  uiefuU 


HISTORY  OF  SETTLEMENTS  AND  TRADE 


from  time  to  time,  extorted  from  the  wants  and 
weaknefs  of  government.  The  merchandize  de- 
ftined  for  the  colonies  was  exempted  from  all 
taxes.  The  duties  upon  American  commodities 
defigned  for  home-confumption  were  greatly 
lowered.  The  goods  brought  over  for  exporta- 
tion were  to  be  entered  and  cleared  out  freely, 
upon  paying  thrtt  per  cent.  The  duties  laid  upon 
foreign  fugars  were  to  be  levied  every  where  alike, 
without  any  regard  to  particular  immunities,  ex- 
cept in  cafes  of  re-exportation  in  the  ports  of 
Bayonne  and  Marfeilles. 

In  granting  fo  many  favours  to  her  remote 
pofleffions,  the  mother-country  was  not  unmindful 
of  her  own  interefts.  All  merchandize  prohibited 
at  home,  was  alfo  forbidden  in  the  colonies.  To 
feciire  the  preference  to  it’s  own  manufadures,  it 
was  enaded,  that  even  fuch  commodities  as  were 
not  prohibted  fhould  pay  duty  on  their  entry 
into  France,  although  they  were  deftined  for  the 
colonies.  Salt  beef  alone,  which  the  mother-coun- 
try could  not  furnifh  in  competition,  was  exempted 
from  this  duty. 

This  regulation  would  have  been  as  beneficial 
apne  as  the  times  would  admit  of,  if  the  edid 
had  allowed  that  the  trade  from  America,  which 
till  then  had  been  confined  to  a few  fea-ports, 
Ihould  be  general  ; and  if  it  had"  releafed  fhips 
from  the^necefiity  of  returning  to  the  place  from 
whence  they  came.  Thefe'reftraints  limited  the 
nuntber  of  feamen,  raifed  the  expences  of  navi- 
gation, and  prevented  the  exportation  of  the 
produdions  ot  ihe  country.  The  perfons  who 
2 were 
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Were  then  at  the  head  of  affairs  ought  to  have 
been  fenfible  of  thefe  inconveniencies,  and  no 
doubt  intended  one  day  to  reftore  to  trade  that 
freedom  and  fpirk  which  alone  can  make  it  flou- 
rifh.  They  were  probably  forced  to  facririce  their 
own  views  to  the  clamours  of  men  in  povver>  who 
openly  difapproved  of  whatever  oppofed  their  own 
interelt. 

Notwithstanding  this  weaknefs,  the  colo- 
nifts,  who  had  rekiflantly  given  up  the  hopes  of 
an  excellent  foil,  beftowed  their  utmofl;  induftry 
upon  it,  as  foon  as  they  were  allowed  that  liberty. 
Their  fuccefs  aftoniflied  all  nations.  If  govern- 
ment, on  the  arrival  of  the  French  in  the  New 
World,  had  only  forefeen,  what  they  learned 
from  experience  a century  later,  the  ftate  might 
foon  have  enjoyed,  from  the  advantages  of  cul- 
tivation, that  wealth  which  would  have  added 
more  to  it’s  profperity  than  conqueflsj  it  would 
not  then  have  been  as  much  ruined  by  it’s  victo- 
ries as  by  it’s  defeats.  Thofe  prudent  minifters, 
who  repaired  the  lolfes  of  war  by  a happy  revo- 
lution in  trade,  would  not  have  had  the  mortifi- 
cation to  fee  that  Santa  Cruz  was  evacuated  in 
1696,  and  St.  Chriftopher’s  given  up  at  the  peace 
of  Utrecht.  Their  concern  would  have  been 
greatly  heightened,  could  they  have  forefeen  that 
in  1763  the  French  would  be  reduced  to  deliver 
up  the  Granades  to  the  Englifh.  Strange  infa- 
tuation of  the  ambition  of  nations,  or  rather  of 
kings  ! After  facrificing  thoufands  of  lives  to  ac- 
quire and  to  preferve  a remote  pofleflion,  a 
greater  number  imift  ftill  be  lavifiied  to  lofe  it, 

C 1 Yet 


BOOK 

Xlll. 

'*/**  ^ 


Notions 
concerning 
Guiana. 
Motives 
which  in- 
duced the 
^ uroptans 
to  frequent 
it. 


HISTORY  OF  SETTLEMENTS  AND  TRADE 

Yet  France  has  fome  important  colonies  left:  let 
us  begin  with  Guiana,  which  lies  to  windwird  of 
all  the  reft. 

The  people,  who  roved  about  this  v’aft  tra61, 
before  the  arrival  of  the  Europeans,  were  di- 
vided into  feveral  nations,  none  of  which  were 
very  numerous.  Tiieir  manners  were  the  fame 
as  thofe  of  the  favages  of  the  fouthern  continent. 
The  Caribs  only,  who  from  their  numbers  and 
courage  were  more  turbulent  than‘the  reft,  dif- 
tinguilhed  themfelves  by  a remarkable  cuftom  in 
the  choice  of  their  chiefs.  To  be  qualified  to  go- 
vern fuch  a people,  it  was  necelTary  a man  fhould 
have  more  ftrength,  more  intrepidity,  and  more 

knowlesfe,  than  the  reft  of  his  brethren  ; and  that 

^ . . * 

he  fhould  give  evident  and  public  proofs  of  thefe 
fuperior  qualifications. 

The  man,  who  afpired  to  the  honour  of  com- 
manding his  brethren,  was  previoufly  to  be  well 
acquainted  with  all  the  places  fit  for  hunting  and 
fifhing,  and  with  all  the  fprings  and  roads.  He 
was  obliged  to  endure  long  and  fçvere  faftsj  and 
was  afterwards  expofed  to' carry  burdens  of  an 

7 * 

enormous  weight.  He  ufed  to  pafs  feveral  nights 
as  a centinel,  at  the  entrance  of  the  carbet  or 
principal  hut.  Ele  was  buried  up  to  the  waift  in  an 
ant’s  néft,'  where  he  remained  for  a confiderable 
time  expofed  to  fharp  and  bloody  flings.  If  in 
all  thefe  fituations  he  fhewed  a ftrength  and  forti- 
tude fit  to  fupport  the  dangers  and  hardftiips  in- 
cident to  the  lives  of  favages  j if  he  was  one 
who  could  endure  every  thing,  and  fear  nothing; 
he  was  declared  fit  to  be  their  chief.  He  with- 
drew. 
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drew,  however,  as  if  confeious  of  what  his  in- 
tended dignity  required,  and  concealed  himfelf 
under  thick  bufhes.  The  people  went  out  to  feek 
him  in  a retreat,-  which  made  him  more  deferv- 
ing  of  the  ooll  he  feemed  to  decline.  Each  of  the 
alTiftants  trod  upon  his  head,  to  (hew  him,  that, 
being  raifed  from  the  dull  by  his  equals,  it  was 
in  their  power  to  fink  him  into  it  again,  if  ever  he 
Ihould  be  forgetful  of  the  duties  of  his  ftation. 
Such  was  the  ceremony  of  his  coronation.  Here 
we  behold  lavages  who  had  jufter  notions  of  fo- 
vereignty,  and  were  better  acquainted  with  their 
privileges,  than  mofb  civilized  nations  are.  After 
this  political  leffon,  all  the  bows  and  arrows  were 
throw’n  at  his  feet;  and  the  nation  was  obedient  to 
his  laws,  or  rather  to  his  example. 

Such  were  the  inhabitants  of  Guiana,  when  the 
Spaniard  Alphonfo  de  Ojeda  firft  landed  there  in 
1499,  v^ith  Americus  Vefpucius  and  John  de  la 
Cofa.  He  went  over  a part  of  it  j but  this  expe- 
dition afforded  him  only  a fuperficial  knowlegc 
of  fo  vaft  a country.  Many  others  were  under- 
taken at  a greater  expence,  but  they  proved  ftill 
more  unfuccefsful.  They  were,  however,  ftill 
continued,  from  a motive  which  ever  did  and  ever 
will  deceive  mankind. 

A REPORT  had  prevailed,  though  it’s  ojigin 
could  not  be  difeovered,  that,  in  the  interior 
parts  of  Guiana,  there  was  a country  know’n  by 
the  name  El  Dorado  ^ which  contained  immenfc 
riches  in  gold  and  precious  ftones  j more  mines 
and  treafures  than  ever  Cortez  and  Pizarro  had 
found.  This  fable  not  only  inflamed  the  ardent 
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imagination  of  the  Spaniards,  but  fired  every  na- 
tion in  Europe. 

Sir  Walter  Raleigh  in  particular,  one  of 
the  moft  extraordinary  men  that  ever  appeared  in 
a country  abounding  in  fingular  charadlers,  was 
feized  with  this  enthufiafm.  He  was  paffionately 
fond  of  every  thing  that  was  magnificent  j he  en- 
joyed a reputation  fuperior  to  that  of  the  greatefi: 
men;  he  had  more  knowlege  than  thofe  whofe 
immediate  purfuit  was  learning  ; he  pofTelTed  a 
freedom  of  thinking  uncommon  in  thofe  days  ; 
and  had  a kind  of  romantic  turn  in  his  fentiments 
and  behaviour.  This  determined  him,  in  1595, 
to  undertake  a voyage  to  Guiana;  but  he  return- 
ed without  difcovering  any  thing  relative  to  the 
objedt  of  his  voyage.  On  his  return,  however, 
he  publiihed  an  account,  full  of  the  moft  brilliant 
impoftures  that  ever  amufed  the  credulity  of 
mankind. 

So  fplendid  a teftimony,  determined  fome 
Frenchmen,  in  1604,  to  fail  towards  thofe  coun- 
tries under  the  diredlion  of  la  Ravardiere.  Other 
adventurers  of  their  nation  foon  followed  their 
example.  They  all  fubmitted  to  incredible  fa- 
tigues. At  length  fome  of  them,  rather  difcourag- 
ed  by  the  infinite  labours  they  underwent,  than 
undeceived  in  their  expedtations,  fettled  on  the 
ifland  of  Cayenne. 

Some  merchants  of  Rouen,  thinking  that  this 
rifing  fettlement  might  prove  advantageous,  united 
their  ftock  in  1643.  They  intrufted  their  affairs 
in  the  hands  of  a man  of  a ferocious  difpofitioq, 
named  Poncet  de  Bretigny,  who,  having  declar- 
ed 


IN  THE  EAST  AND  WEST  INDIES. 


23 


ed  war  both  againft  the  colonifts  and  the  favages, 
was  foon  maffacred. 

This  cataftrophe  having  checked  the  ardour 
of  the  allociates,  a new  company  was  eftablifhed 
in  1651,  which  Teemed  to  promife  to  be  much 
more  confiderable  than  the  former.  They  fet 
out  with  fo  large  a capital  as  to  enable  them  to 
collect,  in  Paris  itfelf,  feven  or  eight  hundred  co- 
fonifts.  Thefe  embarked  on  the  Seine,  in  order  to 
fail  down  to  Havre  de  Grace.  Unfortunately, 
the  virtuous  Abbé  de  Marivaulr,  who  was  the 
principal  promoter  of  this  undertaking,  and  was 
to  have  had  the  management  of  it  as  direétor- 
general,  was  drowned  as  he  was  ftepping  into  his 
boar,  Roiville,  a gentleman  of  Normandy,  who 
was  going  over  to  Cayenne  as  general,  was  affani- 
nated  in  the  paffage.  Twelve  of  the  principal 
adventurers,  who  were  the  perpetrators  of  this 
a6t,  and  had  undertaken  to  put  the  colony  into'a 
flourilhing  condition,  behaved  there  in  as  atro- 
cious a manner  as  might  be  expected  from  fo 
horrid  a beginning.  They  hanged  one  of  their 
own  number  j two  died  ; three  were  baniflied  to  a 
defart  ifland  ; the  reft  abandoned  themfelves  to 
every  kind  of  excefs.  "The  commandant  of  the 
citadel  deferted  to  the  Dutch,  with  part  of  his  gar- 
rifon.  The  remainder,  that  had  efcaped  hunger, 
poverty,  and  the  fury  of  the  favages,  which  had 
been  rouzed  by  numberlefs  provocations,  thougiic 
themfelves  happy  in  being  able  to  get  over  to  the 
Ueeward  Iflands  in  a boat  and  two  canoes.  They 
abandoned  the  fort,  ammunition,  arms,  and  mer- 
chandize, with  five  or  fix  hundred  dead  bodies  of 

Ç 4 their 


O O K 
Xlll. 


/ 


lIISTOJiy  OF  SETTLEMENTS  AND  TRADE 

their  wretched  companions,  fifteen  months  after 
they  had  lancied  on  the  illand. 

A NEW  company  was  forméd  in  1663,  under  the 
diredion  of  La  Barre,  mafter  of  requefts.  Their 
capital  was  no  more  than  two  hundred  thoufand 
livres*.  , The  afiiftance,  they  obtained  from  the 
minifrry,  enabled  them  to  expel  the  Dutch,  who, 
under  the  condufl  of  Spranger,  had  taken  poflef- 
fion  of  the  lands  granted  to  them,  after  they  had 
been  evacuated  by  thé  • firft  pofieffors.  A year 
after,  this  inconfiderable  body  made  a part  of  the 
great  company,  to  which  were  united  all  thofe 
that  the  nation  had  formed  for  Africa  and  the 
New'  World.  In  1667,  Cayenne  was  infulted, 
pillaged,  and  abandoned  by  the  Englifh  j the  co- 
lonifts,  who  had  fled  from  it,  took  polTefllon  of  it 
again  ; and  it  was  again  taken  from  them  in  1672 
by  the  fubjeds  of  the  United  Provinces,  who 
could  not  keep  it  longer  than  to  the  year  1676. 
At  this  period  they  were  driven  out  by  the  Marflial , 
D’Etréess  but  the  colony  hath  not  been  attacked 
fince. 

This  fettlement,  fo  often  overturned,  had  but 
jufl;  begun  to  be  re-eflablifhed,  and  to  enjoy  fome 
tranquillity,  when  great  hopes  were  entertained  of 
it’s  fuccefs.  Some  pirates,  laden  with  fpoils  they 
had  gathered  in  the  South  Seas,  came  and  fixed 
there  j and,  what  was  of  greater  confequence,  re^ 
folved  to  employ  their  treafures  in  the  cultivation 
of  the  lands.  It  was  probabl'e  that  their  plan 
■would  be  profecuted  with  vigour,  becaufe  their 
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means  were  great;  when  Ducafle  propofed  to  ® 
them  in  16-88  the  plundering  of  Surinam.  This 
excited  their  natural  turn  for  plunder;  the  new 
colonifts  became  pirates  again,  and  almoft  all  the 
inhabitants  followed  their  example. 

The  expedition  proved  unfortunate.  Some  of 
the  beliegers  fell  in  the  attack  ; the  reft  were  taken 
prifoners,  and  fent  to  the  Caribbee  Iflands,  where 
they  fettled.  The  colony  has  never  recovered 
this  lofs.  Far  from  extending  into  Guiana,  it 
has  never  been  in  a profperous  ftate  at  Cayenne. 

This  ifland,  which  is  only  parted  from  the 
continent  by  one  river,  which  is  divided  into  two 
b'anches,  may  be  about  fourteen  or  fifteen  leagues 
}Q  circumference.  By  a particular  formation,  very 
rarely  to  be  met  with  in  iflands,  the  land  is  high 
near  the  water  fide,  and  low  in  the  middle.' 
Hence  it  is  interfedled  with  fo  many  morafifes, 
that  all  communication  is  almoft  impraCficable. 
The  only  town  in  the  Colony  is  built  in  a plain  of 
two  miles  in  extent,  where  navigable  canals  might 
have  been  made  with  eafe,  though  care  hath  not 
even  been  taken  to  drain  the  waters  from  it. 
This  village  confifts  of  a number  of  barracks; 
heaped  upon  one  another  without  order  or  con- 
venience, where  fevers  are  rather  frequent  in 
fummer,  notwithftanding  the  boafted  falubrity 
of  the  fpot.  It  is  defended  by  a covered  way,  a 
large  ditch,  a mud  rampart,  and  five  baftions. 
In  the  middle  of  the  town  is  rather  a confiderable 
eminence,  of  which  a redoubt  has  been  made, 
that  is  called  the  fort,  where  forty  men  might  be 
able  to  capitulate  after  the  place  had  been  takeru 
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The  entrance  into  the  harbour  hath  not  much 
more  than  thirteen  feet  water.  The  fliips  might 
touch  the  ground  at  fourteen  feet,  but  fortunate- 
ly the  mud  is  fcft,  and  the  keel  may  be  driven 
into  it  without  danger. 

The  firft  productions  of  Cayenne  were,  the 
arnotto,  cotton,  and  fugar.  It  was  the  firft  of 
all  the  French  colonies  that  cultivated  coffee; 
which  was  brought  thither,  as  it  hath  always  been, 
and  perhaps  is  ftill  believed,  in  1721  by  fome 
deferters,  who  purchafed  their  pardon  by  convey- 
ing it  from  Surinam,  where  they  had  taken  re- 
fuge. An  accurate  hiftorian,  hath  lately  affirm- 
ed, probably  from  authentic  information,  that 
this  plant  was  a prefent  of  M.  de  la  Motte  Aigron, 
who,  in  1722,  had  the  dexterity  to  bring  away 
from  this  Dutch  fettlement,  fome  frefh  coffee 
berries,  notwithftanding  the  ftriCt  prohibition 
there  is  againft  exporting  any  of  them  in  the  pods. 
Ten  or  twelve  years  after,  cocoa  was  planted. 

In  175CJ  260,541  pounds  weight  of  arnotto, 
80,363  pounds  of  fugar,  17,919  pounds  of  cotton, 
26,881  pounds  of  coffee,  91,916  pounds  of  cocoa, 
and  618  trees  for  timber,  were  exported  from  the 
colony.  All  thefe  articles  were  the  refult  of  the 
labour  of  ninety  French  families,  a hundred  and 
twenty-five  Indians,  and  fifteen  hundred  blacks; 
which  made  up  the  whole  of  the  colony. 

Such,  and  weaker  ftill,  was  the  ftate  of  Cayenne, 
when,  in  1763,  the  court  of  Verfailles  endeavour- 
ed to  render  it  extremely  flouriffiing,  by  a fyftem 
which  occafioned  a general  aftoniffiment.  The 
French  had  then  juft  emerged  from  the  horrors  of 
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was  a judi- 
cious one, 
and  whe- 
ther it  was 
prudently 
executed. 


an  unfuccefaful  war.  The  fituation  of  affairs  had  ® ® ^ 

determined  the  miniftry  to  purchafe  peace  with 
the  ceffion  of  feveral  important  colonies.  It  ap- 
peared equally  neceffary  to  make  the  nation  for- 
get her  diftreffes,  and  the  errors  that  had  been 
the  caufe  of  them.  The  profpeft  of  better  fortune 
might  amufe  the  people,  and  filence  their  cla- 
mours j while  their  attention  was  removed  from 
poffedions  the  nation  had  lofl:,  and  turned  towards 
Guiana,  which,  it  was  pretended,  would  com- 
penfate  all  their  misfortunes. 

This  was  not  the  opinion  of  the  citizens  who 
appeared  to  be  the  beft  informed  of  the  fituation 
of  things.  A fettlement  formed  a century  and  a 
half  before,  at  a period  when  the  minds  of  men 
were  impetuoufly  urged  to  great  undertakings  ; 
a fettlement,  the  labours  of  which  had  not  been 
ruined  by  civil  difcords,  nor  by  foreign  warsj  a 
fettlement,  which  had  been  ruled  by  prudent  di- 
re6lors,  with  attention  and  difintereftednefsi  a 
fettlement,  which  had  always  experienced  the  fa- 
vours of  government  and  the  affiftance  of  trade; 
a fettlement,  where  there  was  a confiant  and  cer- 
tain mart  for  the  produdlions  ; yet,  with  all  thefe 
advantages,  this  fettlement  was  of  no  confequence. 

No  plantation  had  ever  been  feen  to  flourifh  ; no 
fortune  had  ever  been  raifed  in  it.  Mifery  and 
obfcurity  had  obflinately  attended  at  thofe  pe- 
riods, when  the  other  French  pofTeffions  in  Ame- 
rica aftonifhed  the  Old  and  the  New  World  by 
their  fplendour  and  by  their  riches.  It’s  fare, 
far  from  being  amended  by  time  and  by  the  ad- 
vancement of  knowlege,  was  become  daily  more 
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unfortunate.  How  therefore  could  it  poffibly 
fulfil  the  important  defiiny  that  was  prepared  for 
it  ? Thefe  confiderations  did  not  reftrain  the  mi- 
niftry.  Let  us  hear  what  hath  been  faid  in  j uni- 
fication of  their  views. 

America,  when  it  was  fi.rfi;  invaded  by  Europe, 
exhibited  to  it  two  regions  entirely  different  from 
each  other,  the  torrid  zone,  and  the  temperate 
zone  of  the  North.  The  firfl  prcfented  to  the 
third  of  gold,  innumerable  objetls  of  gratifica- 
tion j various  allurements  to  cupidity,  to  idle- 
nefs,  repofe  j to  voluptuoufnefs  it’s  incitement  ; 
to  luxury  it’s  refources.  That  nation,  which  firfl 
took  pofTefTion  of  it,  mnfl  have  dazzled  by  it’s 
fplendour,  and  feduced  men  by  the  image  of  it’s 
happinefs.  An  opulence  as  flriking  as  it  w’as 
raoid,  could  not  fail  of  givins  it  in  the  Old  World 
an  influence  fo  much  the  more  extenfive,  as  the 
nature  of  true  riches  was  unknow’n  there,  and  as 
it’s  rivals  found  themfelves  fuddenly  plunged  into 
a ftate  of  relative  indigence,  as  infupportable  as 
that  which  is  real.  It’s  new  domain  was  the  coun- 
try calculated  for  defpotifm.  The  heat  prevailing 
there  exhaufled  the  ftrength  of  the  body  ; and 
indolence,  the  neceffary  confequence  of  a ferti- 
lity which  fupplies  all  wants  without  labour,  de- 
prived the  foul  of  all  it’s  energy.  This  country 
fubmitted  to  it’s  deftiny.  The  people  who  inha- 
bited it  were  flaves  who  waited  for  a mafteri  he 
came,  and  ordered  them  to  obey,  and  his  com- 
mands were  refpe(5led.  The  fpirit  of  abfolute 
monarchy  was  a produdio.n  of  the  foil,  whicji 
he  found  already  formed  there  j but  he  alfo  found 


IN  THE  EAST  AND  WEST  INDIES. 


*9 

an  impending  enemy  to  which  nothing  can  refift,  ^ ’2 ’9  ^ 

* . . » ^ . XIil. 

and  which,  in  it  s turn,  mult  necelTarilyTubdue  v 

him;  this  was  the  climate.  In  the  firft  intoxica- 
tion of  conquefl,  tile  Ufurper  formed  the  môïl 
extenfive  projeéts,  and  conceived  hopes  appa- 
rently the  belt  founded.  He  confidefed  the  fign 
of  wealth  as  the  plaftic  and  preferving  principle 
of  political  ftrength  ; and  how  is  it  poflible  that  he 
fhould  not  have  been  deceived  in  this  particular? 

If  we  have  got  rid  of  this  prejudice,  it  is  perhaps 
to  the  difafters  of  that  power  that  we  owe  this  great 
leffon.  They  imagined,  that  with  gold  they 
could  keep  the  nations  in  their  pay,  as  they 
kept  the  Negroes  in  their  chains  ; and  never 
confidered  that  this  gold,  which  procured  them 
jealous  allies,  would  turn  them  into  fo  many 
powerful  adverfa'riés  ; who,  uniting  their  arms 
with  the  riches  they  received,  would  make  ufe 
of  this  double  power  to  effedl  their  ruin. 

The  temperate  zone  of  North  America  could 
only  attrafl  free  and  laborious  people.  It  furnifhes 
no  productions  but  what  are  common  and  necefla- 
ry;  and  which,  for  that  very  reafon,  are  a confiant 
foLirce  of  wealth  and  ftrength.  It  favours  popula- 
tion, by  fupplying  materials  for  that  quiet  and 
peaceful  fpeciesof  hufbandry  which  fixes  and  mul- 
tiplies families;  and,  as  It  does  not  excite  inor- 
dinate defires,  is  a fecurity  againfl;  invafion.  It 
reaches  through  an  immenfe  continent,  and  pre- 
fents  a large  extent  of  country,  on  every  fide,  open 
to  navigation.  It’s  coafts  are  wafhed  by  a fea  which 
is  generally  navigable,  and  abounds  with  harbours. 

The  colonifts  are  not  at  fo  great  a diftance  from 
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® K the  mother-country;  they  live  in  a climate  more 
» — analogous  to  their  own;  and  in  a fituation  that  is 
fit  for  hunting,  fifhing,  hufbandry,  and  for  all  the 
manly  exercifes  and  labours  which  improve  the 
ftrength  of  the  body,  and  are  prefer vatives  again fl; 
the  vices  that  taint  the  mind.  Thus,  in  America, 
as  in  Europe,  the  North  will  have  the  fuperiority 
over  the  South.  The  one  will  be  covered  with  in- 
habitants and  plantations:  while  the  other  will 
lavifh  it’s  voluptuous  liquors,  and  it’s  golden 
mines.  The  one  will  be  able  to  civilize  the  fa- 
vage  nations  by  it’s  intercourfe  with  a free  peo- 
ple; the  other  will  only  produce  a monftrous 
mixture  of  a race  of  flaves  with  a nation  of  ty- 
rants, which  can  never  acquire  any  degree  of 
ftrength. 

It  was  of  great  importance  to  the  fouthern  co- 
lonies to  have  their  refources  for  population  and 
ftrength  in  the  North,  where  they  might  exchange 
the  commodities  of  luxury  for  thofe  of  neceffity, 
and  keep  open  a communication  that  might  afford 
them  fuccours  if  they  were  attacked  j a retreat 
in  cafe  they  were  defeated,  and  a fupply  of  land- 
forces  to  balance  the  weaknefs  of  their  naval  re- 
fources. 

Before  the  laft  war,  the  French  fouthern  colo- 
nies enjoyed  this  advantage.  Canada,  by  it’s  fitua- 
tion, the  warlike  genius  of  it’s  inhabitants,  their 
alliances  with  the  Indian  nations  in  friendlhip  with 
the  French,  and  fond  of  the  franknefs  and  freedom 
of  their  manners,  might  balance,  or  at  leaft  give 
umbrage  to  New  England.  The  lofs  of  that  great 
continent  determined  the  French  miniftry  to  feek 

for 
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for  fupport  from  another.  Guiana  was  thought  a 
very  proper  fituation  for  this  purpofe,  if  a free  and 
national  population  could  bq  eftablifhed  there, 
which  might  be  able  to  refift  foreign  attacks,  and, 
in  courfe  of  time,  to  furnifh  a fpeedy  afliftance  to 
the  other  colonies,  when  circumftances  might  re- 
quire it. 

Such  was  evidently  the  fyftem  of  the  minifter. 
It  never  occurred  to  him,  that  a part  of  the 
world,  thus  inhabited,  could  never  enrich  the 
mother- country  by  the  produce  of  fuch  commo- 
dities as  are  peculiar  to  the  fouthern  colonies. 
He  was  too  intelligent  not  to  know,  that  there 
is  no  fuch  thing  as  felling,  without  complying 
with  the  general  run  of  the  market;  and  that 
this  cannot  be  done  but  by  producing  faleable 
commodities  at  the  fame  rate  as  other  nations  can 
afford  them  ; and  that  labours,  executed  by  free 
men,  muft  of  neceffity  bear  a much  higher  price 
than  thofe  that  are  exacted  from  flaves. 

The  meafures  were  directed  by  an  active  mi- 
nifter. As  a wife  politician,  who  does  not  facri- 
fice  fafety  to  wealth,  he  only  propofed  to  raife  a 
bulwark  to  proteft  the  French  pofTcflions.  As 
a philofopher,  who  feels  for  his  fellow-creatures, 
who  knows  and  refpefls  the  rights  of  humanity, 
he  wiflied  to  people  thefé  fertile  but  defert  re- 
gions with  free  men.  But  genius,  efpecially 
when  too  impatient  of  fuccefs,  cannot  forefee 
every  circumftance.  The  miftake’*  proceeded 
from  fuppofing,  that  Europeans  would  be  able  to 
undergo  the  fatigues  of  preparing  lands  for  culti- 
vation under  the  torrid  zone  ; and  that  men,  who 
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® xin  ^ their  own  country  only  in  hopes  of  living 

v— -v— ' with  greater  fatisfadlion  in  another,  would  accom- 
modate themfelves  to  the  precarious  fubfiftence  of 
a favage  life,  in  a wo rfe  climate  than  that  which 
they  had  left. 

Thts  bad  fyftem,  which  the  government  was 
draw’n  into  by  a fet  of  enterprifing  men,  who 
were  either  mifled  by  their  prefumption,  or  who 
facrifieed  the  public  good  to  their  own  private 
views,  iwas  as  extravagantly  executed,  as  it  had 
been  inconfiderately -adopted.  Every  thing  was 
blended  together,  without  any  principle  of  legilla- 
tion,  and»  without  confidering  in  what  manner  Na- 
ture had  .adapted  thafeveral  lands  to  the  men  who 
were  to.inhabit  them.  The  inhabitants  were  di- 
vided into  two  clafles,  the  proprietors  and  the  mer- 
cenaries. It  was  not-confidered  that  this  divifion, 

' at.prefent  eftablifhed  iniEurope,  and  in  moft  civi- 

lized nations,  was  the-confequence  of  wars,  of  re- 
volutions, and  of  the  numberlefs  chances  which 
time-produces  ; that  it  was  the  effecl  of  the  pro- 
grefs:  of  civilization,,  not  the  bafis.and  foundation 
of  fociety,  which  in  it’sorigin  requires  that  all  it’s 
members Ihould  have  fome  property.  Colonies, 
which  are  new  populations  : and  new  focieties, 
ought  tOiadhere  to  this  fundamental  rule.  It  was 
broken  through - at  the  very  firfl:  eftablifliment  of 
the  colony,  by  allotting  lands  in  Guiana  to  thofe 
only  who  were  able  to  advance  a certain  fund  for 
the.  cultivation  of  them.  Others,  whofe  defires 
were  tempted  with  uncertain  hopes,  were  excluded 
from  this  divifion  of  lands.  This  was  an  error 
equally  cijntrary  to  found  policy  and  humanity. 

Had 
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Had  a portion  of  land  been  given  to  every  new 
inhabitant  that  was  fent  over  to  this  barren  and 
defert  country,  each  perfon  would  have  cultivated 
his  own  fpot,  in  proportion  to  his  ftrength  or  abi- 
lities ; one,  by  the  means  his  money  would  have 
afforded  him  ; another,  by  his  own  labour.  It 
was  neceflary  that  thofe,  who  were  pofTeffed  of  a 
capital,  fliould  neither  be  difeouraged,  becaufe 
they  werè  men  of  great  importance  to  a rifing 
colony  ; nor  that  they  Hiould  have  an  exclufive 
preference  given  them,  left  it  fhould  prevent 
them  from  having  affiftants  who  might  be  willing 
to  be  dependent  on  them.  It  was  alfo  indifpen- 
libly  neceflary,  that  every  member  of  the  new 
colony  ftiould  be  offered  fome  property,  with 
which  he  might  employ  his  labour,  his  induftry, 
his  money,  in  a word,  his  greater  or  lefs  powers 
to  his  advantage.  It  ought  to  have  been  fore- 
feen,  that  Europeans,  in  whatever  fltuation  they 
were,  would  not  quit  their  own  country,  but  with 
the  hopes  of  improving  their  fortune  j and  that 
deceiving  their  hopes  and  confidence  in  this  re- 
fpedf,  would  be  an  effcdual  way  to  ruin  the  co- 
lony intended  to  be  eftablifhed. 

Mem,  who  are  tranfplanted  into  uncultivated 
regions,  are  furrounded  with  wants  of  every  kind  ^ 
the  beft-direCled,  and  mod  continued  labours, 
cannot  prevent  thofe,  who  go  into  thofe  deferts  to 
clear  the  lands,  from  being  deprived  of  every  re- 
fource,  ’till  the  period,  more  or  lefs  diftant,  of 
the  harveft  arrives.  Accordingly,  the  court  of 
Verfailles,  by  whom  fo  ftriking  a truth  could  not 
be  unnoticed,  engaged  to  ftipport,  indiferiminate- 
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^ ly,  all  the  Germans,  and  all  the  French,  who 
i were  intended  to  eftablilh  the  population  of 
Guiana.  But  this,  though  an  adt  of  juftice,  was 
not  an  a£l  of  prudence.  It  ought  to  have  been 
forefeen,  that  the  provifions  would  be  ill-chofen 
by  the  agents  of  government.  It  ought  to  have 
been  forefeen,  that  if  they  had  even  been  chofen 
with  zeal,  prudence,  and  difintereftednefs,  moft 
of  them  mufl;  unavoidably  have  been  fpoiled,  ei-^ 
ther  in  the  paflage,  or  on  their  arrival.  It  ought 
to  have  been  forefeen,  that  fait  meats,  either  well 
or  ill  preferved,  would  never  be  a proper  food 
for  unfortunate  refugees,  who  had  forfaken  a 
wholefome  and  temperate  climate,  to  live  among 
the  burning  fands  of  the  torrid  zone,  and  to 
breathe  the  damp  and  rainy  air  of  the  tropics. 

A JUDICIOUS  plan  of  policy  ought  to  have  at- 
tended to  the  multiplication  of  cattle,  before  it 
had  thought  of  fettling  men  there.  This  precau- 
tion would  not  only  have  infured  a wholefome 
fubfiftence  to  the  firft  colonifts,  it  would  like- 
wife  have  fupplied  them  with  convenient  inftru- 
ments  for  the  undertakings  which  are  required  in 
the  formation  of  a nev/  colony.  With  this  alTift- 
ance,  they  would  have  thought  nothing  of  la- 
bours, which  the  miniflry  would  have  undertaken 
to  pay  liberally,  and  would  have  prepared  habita- 
tions and  provifions  for  thofe  who  were  to  come 
after  them.  By  purfuing  fuch  meafures,  which 
could  not  require  any  depth  of  thought,  the 
fettlement  which  it  was  intended  to  form,  would 
have  acquired,  in  a fliort  time,  the  confiftence  of 
which  it  was  fufceptible. 


These 
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These  very  plain  and  natural  reflexions 
were  never  fuggefted.  Twelve  thoufand  men, 
after  a tedious  voyage,  were  landed  upon 
dreary  and  inhofpitable  fhores.  It  is  v/ell  know’n, 
that,  almofl:  throughout  the  torrid  zone,  the 
year  is  divided  into  two  feafons,  the  dry  and  the 
rainy.  In  Guiana,  fuch  heavy  rains  fall,  from 
the  beginning  of  November  to  the  end  of  May, 
that  the  lands  are  cither  overflowed,  or  at  lead 
unfit  for  tillage.  Had  the  new  colonifts  arrived 
there  in  the  beginning  of  the  dry  feafon,  and 
been  placed  on  the  lands  deftined  for  them,  they 
would  have  had  time  to  put  their  habitations  in 
order,  to  cut  down  or  burn  the  woods,  and  to 
plough  and  fow  their  fields. 

For  want  of  thefe  precautions,  they  knew  not 
where  to  beflow  fuch  multitudes  of  people  as  were 
conflantly  pouring  in  juft  at  the  rainy  feafon.  The 
illand  of  Cayenne  might  have  been  a proper  place 
for  the  reception  and  refrefliment  of  the  new- 
comers, ’till  they  could  have  been  difpofed  of  j 
there  they  might  have  found  lodging  and  alTift- 
ance.  But  the  falfe  opinion  which  prevailed,  that 
the  new  colony  muft  not  be  intermixed  with  the 
old,  deprived  them  of  this  refource.  In  confe- 
quence  of  this  prejudice,  twelve  thoufand  unfor- 
tunate men  were  landed  on  the  iflands  du  Salute 
or  on  the  banks  of  the  Kourou,  and  were  placed 
under  tenrs,  or  under  miferable  flieds.  In  this 
fituation,  totally  inaXive,  weary  of  exiftence,  and 
in  want  of  all  neceffaries,  expofed  to  contagious 
diftcmpers,  which  are  always  occalioncd  by 
tainted  provifions,  and  to  all  the  irregularities 
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which  idlenefs  neceffarily  produces  among  men 
of  the  lowed  clafs,  removed  far  from  their  native 
country,  and  placed  under  a foreign  fkyj  they 
ended  their  wretched  life  in  all  the  horrors  of  de- 
fpair.  Their  fate  will  ever  call  aloud  for  ven- 
gence  on  thofe  who  either  invented,  or  promoted 
fb  deftruftive  a fcheme,  to  which  fo  many  viflims 
were  lacrificed  j as  if  the  devaftations  of  war, 
which  they  were  intended  to  repair,  had  not 
fwept  away  a fufficient  number  in  the  courfe  of 
eight  years. 

That  nothing  might  be  wanting  to  complete 
this  difafter,  and  that  25,000,000  of  livres  em- 
ployed in  the  fuccefs  of  this  abfiird  fyftem,  might 
be  entirely  loft,  the  man  who  was  commiftioned 
to  put  an  end  to  thefe  various  calamities,  thought 
proper  to  bring  back  into  Europe  two  thoufand 
men,  whofe  robuft  conftitution  had  refifted  the 
inclemency  of  the  climate,  and  had  enabled  them 
to  fupport  greater  miferies  than  are  to  be  de- 
fer! bed. 

The  ftate  hath  fortunately  had  fufficient  ftrength 
to  bear  thefe  heavy  lofles.  But  how  dreadful 
is  it  for  our  country,  for  the  fubjedls,  for  every 
man  who  is  interefted  in  the  lives  of  his  fellow- 
citizens,  to  fee  them  thus  lavifhed  upon  ruinous 
enterprrzes,  by  an  abfurd  jealoufy  of  authority, 
which  enjoins  the  moft  rigorous  fecrecy  upon  all 
public  tranfaflions.  Is  it  not  then  the  intereft  of 
the  whole  nation,  that  her  rulers  fliould  be  well 
informed  ? And  how  can  they  be  fo,  but  from 
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collefling  general  information  ? Why  Ihould 
projects,  of  which  the  people  are  to  be  both  the 
obje6t  and  the  inftrument,  be  concealed  from 
them  ? Can  the  will  be  commanded  without  the 
judgment,  or  can  we  infpire  courage  without  con- 
fidence ? The  only  true  information  is  to  be  ob- 
tained from  public  writings,  where  truth  appears 
undifguifed,  and  falfehood  fears  to  be  decefled. 
Secret  memoirs,  private  fehemes,  are  commonly 
the  work  of  artful  and  interefted  men,  who  in- 
finuate  themfelves  into  the  cabinets  of  perfons  in 
adminiftration,  ■ by  dark,  oblique,  and  indire6t 
ways.  When  a prince  or  a minifter  has  a6ted  ac- 
cording to  the  opinion  of  the  public,  or  of  en- 
lightened men,  if  he  be  unfortunate,  he  cannot 
on  any  account  be  blamed.  But,  when  enter- 
prizes  are  undertaken  without  the  advice,  or 
againft  the  fenfe  of  the  people  j when  events  are 
brought  on  unknow’n  to  thofe  whofe  lives  and 
fortunes  are  expofed  by  them  ; what  can  this  be 
But  a lecret  league,  a combination  of  a few  indi- 
viduals againfl  fociety  in  general  ? Can  it  be 
pofllble,  that  authority  fliould  think  itfelf  de- 
graded by  an  intercourfe  with  the  citizens  ? Or 
will  men  in  power  for  ever  treat  the  reft  of  man- 
kind with  fo  great  a degree  of  contempt,  as  not 
even  to  defire  that  the  injuries  they  have  done 
them  fliould  be  forgiven  ? 

What  has  been  the  confequence  of  that  ca- 
taftrophe,  in  which  fo  many  fubjedls,  fo  many 
foreigners,  have  been  facrificed  to  the  illufions 
of  the  French  miniftry  with  refpeift  to  Guiana  ? 
This  unhappy  climate  has  been  inveighed  againft 
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with  all  the  rancour  with  which  refentment  and 
misfortune  can  aggravate  it’s  real  evils.  For- 
tunately, the  obfervaticns  of  a few  enlightened 
men  enable  us  to  clear  up  this  confufion. 

This  vaft  country,  which  was  decorated  with 
the  magnificent  title  of  Equinodlial  France,  is 
not  the  foie  property  of  the  court  of  Verfailles, 
as  they  formerly  pretended.  The  Dutch,  by 
fettling  to  the  North,  and  the  Portuguezc  to  the 
South,  have  confined  the  French  between  the 
rivers  of  Marony  and  Vincent  Pinçon,  or  Oya^i 
pock,  which  interval  ftill  forms  a fpace  of  more 
than  a hundred  leagues. 

The  feas  which  water  this  long  extent  of  coaft, 
are  fafe,  open,  and  free  from  any  obftacle  which 
might  impede  navigation.  There  are  only  the 
iflands  du  Sahity  at  three  leagues  diftance  from 
the  continent,  to  be  feen  in  them.  As  they  are 
divided  only  by  a channel  of  fourfcore  toifes, 
they  might  be  eafily  united,  and  after  their 
junflion  they  would  form  a fufficient  flielter  for 
the  largeft  fhips.  Nature  hath  difpofed  things 
in  fuch  a manner,  that  the  poll  might  be  ren- 
dered impregnable  at  a trifling  expence,  with 
the  materials  which  are  to  be  found  upon  the 
fpot.  From  this  harbour,  which  abounds  in 
turtles  part  of  the  year,  and  which  is  fituated  to 
windward  of  the  Archipelago  of  America,  a fqua- 
dron  might,  in  time  of  war,  fail  in  the  fpace  of 
feven  or  eight  days,  to  the  afliftance  of  the  na- 
tional poflcfTions,  or  to  attack  thofc  belonging  to 
the  enemies  of  France. 
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There  is  no  danger  to  be  feared  in  thefe  lati- 
tudes. The  winds  are  generally  favourable  for 
approaching  the  coafts,  as  much  or  as  little  as 
one  may  chufe.  If  the  contrary  fhould  happen, 
which  is  extremely  uncommon  ; or  if  there  fhould 
be  a calm,  the  fhips  have  the  relource  of  anchor- 
ing every  where  upon  an  excellent  bottorn. 

These  advantages  are  unfortunately  accompa- 
nied with  a few  inconveniences.  The  navigators 
are  obflrufled,  on  their  coming  in,  by  rapid  cur- 
rents. If,  in  order  to  avoid  them,  they  fhould 
go  too  near  the  land,  they  would  find  almofl 
every  where  a deficiency  of  water.  There  is  not 
any  to  be  found,  even  at  the  mouth  of  the  rivers, 
which  can  receive  none  but  very  fmall  fliips. 
The  river  of  Aprouague  is  the  only  one  which  is 
twelve  feet  deep.  In  this  river  the  vefTels  may 
be  run  aground  upon  a foft  bottom,  and  may  un- 
dergo all  the  neceffary  repairs,  without  creating 
any  anxiety.  It  is  necefTary,  however,  to  make 
great  difpatch,  becaufe  the  befl  conftru(5led,  and 
beft  fitted  out  vefTels,  are  deftroyed  in  a fmall 
fpace  of  time,  by  the  worms,  by  the  muddy  wa- 
ters, by  the  rains,  and  by  the  heats. 

In  this  region,  though  near  the  equator,  the 
climate  is  very  fupportable.  This  temperature 
may  be  attributed,  perhaps,  to  the  length  of  the 
nights,  and  to  the  abundance  of  fogs  and  dews. 
Guiana  never  experiences  thofe  fufTocating  heats 
which  are  fo  common  in  many  other  countries  of 
America. 

Unfortunately,  this  colony  is  deflroyed  by 
deluges  of  water,  during  the  firft  fix  months  of 
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the  year,  and  fometimes  longer.  Thefe  fu-per- 
abundanc  rains  level  the  elevated  fituations, 
drown  the  plains,  deftroy  the  plants,  and  fre- 
quently fufpend  the  moll  urgent  labours.  Vege- 
tation is  at  that  time  fo  powerful,  that  it  is  im- 
polTible  to  redrain  it  within  proper  limits,  what- 
ever numbers  of  people  may  be  employed  for 
that  purpofe.  To  this  calamity  fucceeds  another, 
and  that  is  a long  drought,  which  opens,  and 
parches  up  the  ground. 

Various  have,  for  a long  time,  been  the  opi- 
nions concerning  the  foil  of  Guiana.  It  is  know’n 
at  prefent,  that  it  is  moftly  a ftony  turf,  covered 
over  with  fand,  and  with  the  remains  of  fome  ve- 
getables. Thefe  grounds  are  worked  with  faci- 
lity, but  their  produce  is  very  trifling,  and  even 
does  not  laft  longer  than  five  or  fix  years.  The 
planter  is  then  obliged  to  till  new  grounds,  which 
undergo  the  fame  fate  as  the  former.  Thofe  til- 
lages even,  which  are  executed  in  fome  parts  of  a 
deeper  foil,  which  is  to  be  found  at  intervals, 
do  not  laft  long,  becaufe  the  repeated  rains, 
which  fall  in  torrents  in  thofe  regions,  foon  wafh 
away  the  juice  that  might  render  them  fruitful. 

It  was  upon  thefe  meager  plains  that  the 
firft  French,  who  were  driven  to  Guiana  by  a 
fatal  deftiny,  formed  a fettlement.  The  genera- 
tions which  fucceeded  them  fearched  for  more 
fertile  territories  in  all  parts,  but  could  not  find 
any.  In  vain  did  the  treafury  make  feveral 
great  facrifices  to  improve  this  colony.  Thefe 
expences  were  unavailing,  becaufe  they  could 
not  after  the  nature  of  things.  The  ej^ample  of 
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the  Dutch,  who,  after  having  languifhed  in  the 
neighbourhood  upon  the  high  grounds,  had  at 
laft  fucceeded  upon  plantations  formed  in  mo- 
rafles,  which  were  drained  off  with  immenfe  la- 
bour, did  not  make  any  impreffion.  At  length 
M.  Mallouet,  being  intrufted  with  the  admini- 
ftration  of  this  unfortunate  fettlement,  hath  him- 
felf  carried  into  execution  what  he  had  feen  prac- 
tifed  at  Surinam  j and  the  place  which  he  had 
refcued  from  the  ocean  was  immediately  covered 
with  provifions.  This  circumftance  hath  infpired 
the  colonifts,  with  a fpirit  of  emulation,  of  which 
they  were  not  thought  to  be  fufceptible,  and  they 
wait  only  for  the  favourable  affiftance  of  go- 
vernment, to  enrich  the  mother-country  with 
their  productions. 

The  plantations  will  be  hereafter  eftablilhed 
upon  thofe  territories  that  are  formed  by  levelling 
of  the  mountains,  and  by  the  fea.  It  will  be  ne- 
ceffary  to  dry  up  the  moraffes,  to  dig  canals,  and 
to  conftruct  dykes.  But  why  fliould  the  French 
be  apprehenfive  of  undertaking  what  they  have 
executed  with  fo  much  fuccefs  upon  their  own 
frontiers  ? Why  fhould  the  court  of  Verfailles  re- 
fufe  to  encourage,  by  loans  and  by  gratifications, 
labours  of  tillage  that  are  really  ufeful  ? It  is 
in  the  clearing  of  the  lands  that  confifts  the  true 
conqueft  over  chaos,  for  the  advantage  of  all 
mankind  s and  not  in  the  obtaining  of  provinces, 
which  are  depopulated  and  laid  wafte,  in  order 
that  we  may  acquire  them  ; which  lavifli  the 
blood  of  two  nations,  without  enriching  either  j 
and  which  muft  be  maintained  at  a great  expence, 
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and  covered  for  ages  with  troops,  before  we  can 
flatter  ourfelves  with  the  peaceable  poATelTion  of 
them. 

Every  thing  invites  the  French  miniftry  to 
purfue  the  plan  which  we  have  ventured  to 
propofe.  The  fubterraneous  fires,  which  are  fo 
common  in  the  reft  of  America,  are  at  prefent  ex- 
tinguiftied  in  Guiana.  There  are  never  any  earth- 
quakes, neither  do  hurricanes  exercife  their  ra- 
vages upon  thofe  coafts.  The  accefs  to  this 
country  is  attended  with  fo  many  difficulties, 
that  we  may  foretel  it  will  not  be  conquered. 
The  French  iflands,  on  the  contrary,  which 
have  already  been  once  taken,  attraâ:  the  atten- 
tion, and  incite  the  cupidity  of  a nation,  highly 
diflatisfied  with  having  reftored  them.  This  cir- 
cumftance  makes  us  prefume,  that  they  will  always 
be  difpofed  to  repair,  by  force  of  arms,  the  defefts 
of  their  négociations.  The  well-grounded  confi- 
dence they  repofe  in  their  navy,  may  perhaps 
foon  precipitate  them  into  a new  war,  in  order 
that  they  may  regain  what  they  have  reftored, 
and  extend  their  ufurpations  ftili- further.  Should 
fortune  again  favour  their  enterprizes  ; fliould  a 
people,  encouraged  by  victories,  of  which  the 
citizens  alone  reap  the  advantages,  be  for  ever 
triumphant  over  a nation  which  fights  for  their 
Kings  only,  Guiana  would  at  leaft  prove  a great 
refource,  where  all  the  productions  which  are  be- 
come neceffary  by  habit,  might  be  cultivated  ; 
for  which  an  enormous  tribute  muft  be  paid  to 
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The  drying  up  of  the  çoafts  of  Guiana  would 
require  long  and  difficult  labours.  Where  can  a 
iufficient  number  of  men  be  found  for  the  accom- 
pliffiment  of  this  undertaking  ? 

It  was  thought  in  1763,  that  the  Europeans 
would  be  fit  for  this  purpofe.  Twelve  thoufand  employed 
of  them  were  the  vidlims  of  this  opinion.  About  tures  of 
fixty  German,  or  Acadian  families,  alone  efcaped 
the  cataftrophe.  They  fettled  upon  the  Sina- 
mary,  the  banks  of  which  are  never  overflowed 
by  the  fea,  and  where  there  are  fome  natural 
meadows,  apd  a great  quantity  of  turtles.  This 
fmall  colony  increafes,  and  lives  happily  along 
the  fide  of  that  river.  Their  refources  confifl:  of 
filhing,  hunting,  breeding  of  cattle,  and  the  cul- 
ture of  a fmall  quantity  of  rice,  and  of  maize. 

Some  fpeculative  perfons  have  concluded  from 
this  inftance,  that  white  people  might  be  able 
to  cultivate  Guiana  j but  they  have  not  confi- 
dered,  that  colonies  have  been  founded  only 
for  the  purpofe  of  obtaining  vendible  commodi- 
ties i and  that  thefe  commodities  require  labours, 
more  confiant  and  more  fatiguing  than  thofe 
which  are  cultivated  on  the  borders  of  the  Sina- 
mary. 

The  natives  of  the  country  might,  it  is  faid, 
execute  without  inconvenience  thofe  labours 
which  are  fatal  to  us.  Thefe  favages  were  fuffi- 
ciently  numerous  upon  the  coaft  when  it  was  dif- 
çovered  ; but  their  number  hath  been  fo  much 
diminifhed  by  European  cruelties,  that  there  are 
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t 6 & K âC  préfent  no  more  than  four  or  five  hundred  of 

t _ -1  I them  capable  of  bearing  arms.  But  fome  ad- 
venturers, who  have  lately  penetrated  into  the  in- 
land countries,  have  difeovered  feveral  fmall  na- 
tions, each  more  barbarous  than  the  other. 
They  have  every  where  perceived  the  oppreffion 
of  the  women,  fuperftitions  which  prevent  the 
increafe  of  population,  animofities- which  can  only 
be  cxtinguifhed  by  the  entire  deftruârion  of  fami- 
lies, and  of  colonies  ; the  fliocking  neglect  of  old 
and  of  fick  people  ; the  habitual  ufe  of  the  moft 
Various  and  the  moft  fubtile  poifons,  and  a multi- 
tude of  other  evils,  the  hideous  fpeftacle  of  which 
is  too  generally  difplayed  iu  a ftaté  of  nature. 
Travellers,  however,  are  réceived  with  refpeâ:, 
and  affifted  with  the  molt  unbounded  generoh- 
ty,  and  the  moft  afïefting  fimplicity.  They  en- 
ter into  the  hut  of  the  favage,  fit  down  by  thé 
fide  - of  his  naked  wife  and  daughters,  partake  of 
their  repaft,  and  repofe  upon  the  fame  bed.  The 
next  day  they  are  laden  with  provlfions,  and  ac- 
companied to  fome  diftance  on  their  journey  by 
the  favages,  from  whom  they  part  with  demon- 
ftrations  of  friendfhip.  But  this  hofpitable  fcene 
may  becorne  bloody  in  an  inftanr.  The  favage  is 
jealous  to  excefs,  and  on  the  léaft  fign  of  fami'* 
liarity  which  fliould  alarm  him,  he  would  put  his 
gueft  to  death. 

The  firft  ftep  to  be  taken  would  be,  to  colleft 
thefe^pepetually  wandering  people.  This  mea- 
fure  might  be  facilitated,  by  diftributing  in  a 
proper  manner  a few  prefents,  fuited  to  their 
tafte.  The  moft  fcrupulous  attention  fiaould  be 
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exerted,  to  avoid  bringing  together,  in  the  fame  ® ^ 

place,  fuch  of  thefe  nations  as  have  an  infurr  » 

mountable  averfion  to  each  other. 

These  colonies  Ihould  not  be  cafually  formed. 

It  would  be  proper  to  diftribute  them  in  fuch  a 
manner,  as  to  be  able  tp  penetrate,  with  eafe, 
into  the  inland  parts.  In  proportion  as  thefe  fet- 
tlements  fliajl  acquire  ftrength,  they  will  facili- 
tate the  eftablifhment  of  new  habitations. 

No  confideration  hath  yet  been  powerful 
enough  to  6x  thefe  Indians.  The  beft  way  to 
fucceed,  would  be  to  diftribute  cows  among 
them,  which  they  would  not  be  able  to  feed,  with- 
out cutting  down  woods,  in  order  to  form  pafture 
grounds.  The  vegetables  '.and  the  fruit-trees 
with  which  their  habitation  would  be  enriched, 
might  prove  a further  inducement  to  them  to 
give  up  their  wandering  life.  It  is  probable  that 
thefe  refources,  the  advantage  of  which  they 
have  never  know’n,  might  difguft  them,  in  time, 
of  hunting  and  fifliing,  which  are  at  prefent  the 
only  fupport  of  their  miferable  and  precarious 
exiftence. 

There  would  ftill  remain  a much  more  fatal 
prejudice  to  fubdue.  It  is  an  idea  generally 
adopted  among  nations,  that  fedentary  occupa- 
tions are  fuitable  to  women  only.  This  fenfelefs 
pride  degrades  all  kinds  of  labours  in  the  eyes  of 
the  men.  An  intelligent  miftionary  might  em- 
ploy his  time  to  advantage,  in  combating  this 
infatuation.  He  would  ennoble  the  labours  of 
agriculture,  by  exerciftng  them  himfelf  with  his 
children  i and  by  this  great  and  fortunate  ftra- 
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tagem,  he  would  fucceed  in  diffufing  a new 
iyftenri  of  morality  among  the  young  men.  Ic 
might,  perhaps,  be  alfo  poffible  to  overcome  the 
indolence  even  of  the  parents,  if  it  could  be  con- 
trived to  excite  their  defires-  It  is  not  improbable 
but  that  they  would  cultivate  provifions,  in  order 
to  barter  them  againft  fome  other  mercantile 
articles,  which  might  have  become  neceflary  to 
them  from  habit. 

This  falutary  end  would  be  far  from  being 
anfwered,  if  the  favages,  when  colleded  together, 
were  fubjefted  to  a poll-tax,  and  to  the  labours 
of  vaffalage,  as  they  have  been  by  the  Portugueze 
and  the  Spaniards,  upon  the  borders  of  the 
Amazon,  of  the  Rio-Negro,  and  of  the  Oroo- 
nokoé  Thefe  people  muft  have  been  fuffered 
to  enjoy,  for  ages,  the  benefits  of  cultivation, 
before  they  fhould  be  obliged  to  bear  the  burthens 
of  it. 

But  even  after  this  happy  revolution,  Guiana 
would  ftill  but  very  imperfeflly  fulfil  the  exten- 
five  views  which  the  court  of  Verfailles  may  have. 
The  feeble  hands  of  the  Indians  will  only  bring 
forth  commodities  of  moderate  value.  In  order 
to  obtain  rich  produflions,  it  will  be  neceffary 
to  have  recourfe  to  the  ftrong  arms  of  the  Ne- 
groes. 

The  facility  which  thefe  flaves  will  have  of 
deferting  their  manufaftures,  excites  apprehen- 
fions.  They  will  take  refuge,  they  will  gather 
together,  they  will  intrench  themfelves,  it  is  faid, 
in  vaft  forefts,  where  the  plenty  of  game,  and  of 
fifli,  will  fupply  them  with  an  eafy  fubfiftence  j 
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where  the  heat  of  the  climate  will  allow  them  tô 
go  without  clothes  j and  where  they  will  never 
want  for  wood  fit  to  make  bows  and  arrows.  One 
hundred  of  them  had  taken  this  refolution  about 
thirty  years  ago.  The  troops  fent  to  reduce  them 
again  to  fubjeftion  were  repulfed.  This  check 
excited  the  apprehenfions  of  a general  defertion, 
and  confternation  prevailed  throughout  the  colony. 
They  were  uncertain  what  meafures  to  purfue  ; 
when  a mifllonary  fet  out,  attended  by  a finglc 
Negroe,  arrived  at  the  fpot  where  the  engage- 
ment had  taken  place,  raifed  up  an  altar, 
aflembled  all  the  deferters  by  ringing  a bell,  faid 
mafs  to  them,  harangued  them,  and  brought 
them  all  back,  without  exception,  to  their  former 
mafters.  But  the  Jefuits  who  had  merited,  and 
obtained  the  confidence  of  thefe  unfortunate 
people,  are  no  longer  in  the  colony } and  their 
fuccefibrs  have  not  fltew’n  either  the  fame  acti- 
vity, or  an  equal  knowlege  of  the  human 
heart.  Neverthelefs,  it  would  not,  perhaps,  be 
impoflible  to  prevent  the  evafion  of  thefe  un- 
happy victims  of  our  cupidity,  by  rendering 
their  condition  fupportable.  The  law  ôf  necef- 
fity,  which  commands  even  tyrants,  will  efta- 
blifh  in  this  region  a fpirit  of  moderation,  which 
humanity  alone  ought  to  excite  every  where. 

This  new  arrangement  of  things  would  engage 
the  government  in  confiderable  expences.  Be- 
fore they  enter  upon  them,  they  will  examine, 
whether  the  colony  hath  hitherto  obtained  from 
nature,  that  kind  of  conftitution  w'hich  was  necef- 
fary  to  make  it  profper,  and  whether  Cayenne  be 
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the  mofl:  fuitable  place  to  become  the  capital  of 
a large  eftablifhment.  This  indeed  is  our  opi- 
nion : but  fome  able  men  think  otherwife,  and 
their  arguments  muft  de  difcufled. 

These  views  may  be  excellent;  and  yet  it  is 
not  a matter  of  furprife  that  the  advantages  of 
them  Ihould  not  have  been  fooner  perceived. 
The  difcernment  of  fome  things  is  attended  with 
fo  much  difficulty,  that  it  can  only  be  furmounted 
by  experience,  or  by  genius.  But  the  progrefs 
of  experience  is  flow,  and  requires  time  ; and 
genius,  which,  like  the  courfers  of  the  gods, 
clears  an  immenfe  interval  at  one  leap,  may  be 
cxpe(fl:ed  for  ages.  When  it  appears,  it  is  either 
rejected  or  perfecuted;  and  when  it  fpeaks,  it  is  not 
bear’d.  If  it  fliould  by  chance  be  attended  to,  the 
fpirit  of  jealoufy  inveighs  againfl:  it’s  projects,  and 
traducing  them,  as  fublime  reveries,  makes  them 
abortive.  The  general  intereft  of  the  multitude 
might,  perhaps,  fupply  the  penetration  of  genius, 
if  it  were  fuffered  freely  to  exert  it’s  influence  ; 
but  it  is  inceffantly  thwarted  by  authority;  the 
depofitaries  of  which,  while  they  underftand  no- 
thing, pretend  to  regulate  every  thing.  "Who'  is 
the  man  whom  they  will  honour  with  their  con- 
fidence, and  with  their  intimacy  ? It  is  the  impu- 
dent flatterer,  who,  without  believing  it,  will  be 
continually  repeating  to  them,  that  they  are  a fet 
of  wonderful  beings.  Tfîe  mifchief  is  firfl:  done 
by  their  folly,  and  is  perpetuated  by  a fpirit  of 
falfe  (hame,  which  prevents  them  from  acknow- 
leging  their  errors.  Falfe  combinations  are  ex- 
haufted,  before  they  have  difcovered  the  true 
ones,  or  before  they  can  refolve  to  approve,  after 

having 
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having  rejcdled  them.  Thus  it  is  that  the  evil 
prevails,  by  the  childiflinefs  of  the  fovereigns,  by 
the  incapacity  and  pride  of  the  ininifters,  and  by 
the  impatience  of  the  vidlims.  One  might  be 
comforted  with  refpedl  to  pad  and  prefent  mis- 
fortunes, if  the  future  v/ere  to  produce  an  altera- 
tion in  this  deftiny  : but  this  is  a hope  with  which 
it  is  impoflible  to  flatter  ourfelves.  And  if  the 
philofopher  were  alked,  of  what  ufe  are  the  coun- 
fels  which  he  perfifts  in  giving  to  nations,  and 
to  thofe  who  govern  them,  and  that  he  were  to 
anfwer  with  fincerity,  he  would  fay,  that  he  is 
only  fatisfying  an  invincible  propenfity  to  declare 
the  truth,  at  the.  riflc.of  exciting  general  indigna- 
tion, and  even  of  being  obliged  to  drink  the  cup 
,of  Socrates. 

It  would  be  proper  to  fix  the  yet  unfettled 
boundaries  of  Guiana,  before  any  final  refolution  be 
taken  refpeding  this  colony.  The  Dutch  are  very 
defirous  of  extending  the  frontiers  of  Surinam  to 
the  North,  as  far  as  the  banks  of  the  Sinamary  ; 
but  the  military  poll  which  the  court  of  Verfailles 
have  caufed  to  be  efiablifiied  upon  the  right  bank 
of  the  river  Maroni,  feems  entirely  to  have  fee 
afide  this  antient  pretention.  Towards  the  South, 
the  difficulties  are  Hill  greâter.  The  Amazon 
was  formerly,'  without  difpute,  the  boundary  of 
the  French  pofTeffions  j fince  by  a treaty  of  the 
4th  March  1700,  the  Portugueze  engaged  to 
demolifli  the  forts  which  they  had  ereded  upon 
the  left  bank  of  that  river.  At  the  peace  of 
Utrecht,  France,  which  was  under  fubjeclion, 
was  compelled  to  cede  the  navigation  of  that 

VoL.  VI.  E ^ river. 


HISTORY  OF  SETTLEMENTS  AKÏ)  TRADE 


river,  together  with  the  lands,  which  extend  aS' 
far  as  the  river  Vincent  Pinçon,  or  the  Oyapock. 
When  the  time  fixed  for  the  execution  of  the 
treaty  arrived,  it  was  found,  that  thefe  two 
words,  which  were  employed  as  fynonymous, 
were  defcribed  in  the  country,  as  well  as  in  an- 
tient  maps,  as  two  rivers  thirty  leagues  diftanc 
from  each  other.  Both  courts  were  equally  de- 
lirous  of  turning  this  error  to  their  own  ad  van- 
tage.  The  court  of  Lifbon  wilhed  to  extend  it’s 
boundaries  as  far  as  the  Oyapock,  and  that  of 
Verfailles  as  far  as  Vincent  Pinçon.  Nothing 
could  be  determined  upon,  and  the  contefted 
lands  have  remained  defert  ever  fince  that  rather 
remote  period. 

We  will  not  prefume  to  decide  this  important 
queilion.  The  only  obfervation  we  lhall  allow 
ourfelves  to  make,  will  be,  that  the  motive  of 
the  cefTion  required  by  Portugal,  was  to  fecure  to 
it  the  exclufive  trade  upon  the  Amazon.  The 
lubjecls  of  this  crown  will  therefore  poflibly  enjoy 
this  advantage;  by  reftraining  the  limits  of  the 
French  pofleffions  only  twenty  leagues,  and  as  far 
aé  to  the  river  of  Vincent  Pinçon  j without  it’s 
being  heceflary  to  pulh  them  back  to  the  diftance 
of  fifty  leagues,  as  far  as  the  Oyapock. 

Every  thing  ftill  remains  to  be  done  at  Guiana; 
there  are  no  more  than  thirty  plantations  at 
Cayenne  itfelf,  and  almoft  all  of  them  are  in  a 
miferable  condition.  The  continent  is  in  a ftill 
worfe  ftate  than  the  iftand.  The  habitations  are 
often  moved.  They  are  feparated  by  immenfe  de- 
ferts.  Placed  at  a great  diltance  from  the  general 
5 mart. 
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mart,  they  have  no  facility  for  bartering  their  ® ^ 

commodities.  They  enjoy  none  of  the  conve- 
niences  which  men,  when  collefled  together, 
mutually  procure  to  one  another.  The  laws,  the 
police,  decency,  emulation,  the  influence  of  the 
miniftry  : none  of  thefe  advantages  are  know’n 
there.  In  "1775  there  were  no  more  than  thirteen 
hundred  free  men,  and  eight  thoufand  flaves,  for 
the  clearins:  of  an  extent  of  one  hundred  leagues 
of  coaft.  The  produiftions  of  the  colony  were 
even  inadequate  to  thefe  trifling  means,  becaufe, 
in  the  manufadures  there  were  none  but  white 
men  without  underftanding,  and  Negroes  who 
were  under  no  kind  of  fubordination.  The  com- 
modities which  were  taken  away,  by  the  vefTels 
that  came  from  North  America,  from  Guada- 
loupe,  and  from  Martinico,  did  hot  amount  to 
100,000  livres  *,  and  France  received  upon  fix 
veflels  only  forty  quintals  of  fugar,  which  were 
fold  in  Europe  for  2,156  livres  j-j  fix  hundred 
and  fifty-eight  quintals,  fourfeore  and  eight 
pounds  of  coffee,  which  were  fold  for  31,296 
livres  16  fols  J ; three  quintals  thirty-four  pounds 
of  indigo,  which  were  fold  for  2,839  livres  §; 
one  hundred  and  fifty-two  quintals  forty-one 
pounds  of  cacao,  which  were  fold  for  10,668 
livres  16  fols  ||  j three  thoufand  and  three  quintals 
fifty-five  pounds  of  arnotto,  which  were  fold  for 
187,706  livres  7 fols  6 deniers^;  nine  hun-' 
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® xii?  ^ feventy-two  quintals  fixty  pounds  of 


cotton,  which  were  fold  for  243,150  livres  *i 
three  hundred  and  fifty-three  hides,  which  were 
fold  for  3,177  livres  t ; fourteen  hundred  and 
twenty-two  quintals  eight  pounds  of  wood,  which 
were  fold  for  7,604  livres  three  fols  nine  de- 
niers ij;  ; which  made  upon  the  whole,  488,598 
livres  3 fols  3 deniers  §.  The  600,000  livres  H 
which  were  fpent  by  the  court,  in  this  as 
well  in  other  years,  for  this  antient  eftablifh- 
ment,  ferved  to  pay  for  what  had  been  received 
beyond  thefe  exportations.  At  this  period 
Cayenne  was  indebted  2,000,000  livres  ^ to  the 
government,  or  to  the  merchants  of  the  mother- 
country. 

Something  may  be  expedled  from  the  know- 
lege  which  M.  de  Mallouet  hath  dilfufed  through 
the  colony,  and  from  the  encouragements  which 
this  able  adminiftrator  hath  granted,  in  1777,  to 
thofe  colonills  who  fhould  devote  their  labours  to 
the  felling  of  wood  for  fhip-building,  to  the  cul- 
ture of  articles  of  fubfiftence,  to  the  faking  of 
filh,  and  to  fome  other  produdlions  of  likle 
value,  for  which  he  hath  infured  them  a market. 
Greater  expedlations  are  ftill  raifed  from  the  fpice 
trees.  The  clove  tree  hath  already  yielded 
cloves,  which  are  very  little  inferior  to  thofe  that 
come  from  the  Moluccas  ; and  every  thing  feems 
to  promife  that  the  nutmeg  tree  will  thrive  as 

» 10,131 1.  ç,s.  t 132  b 7 S'  6d. 
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well.  But  nothing  great  can  be  undertaken  ® ^ 

without  a capital  ; and,  indeed,  without  a con-  i 

fiderable  one. 

This  capital  is  in  the  hands  of  a rich  company, 
which  hath  been  formed,  but  without  any  ex- 
clufive  privilege  for  this  part  of  the  world.  This 
aflbciation,  the  original  funds  of  which  confift  of 
2,400,000  livres  *,  hath  obtained  from  govern- 
ment the  vaft  fpace  which  extends  from  the  river 
Aprouage  to  the  Oyapock  -,  and  every  encou- 
ragement which  could  reafonably  be  granted 
them,  to  fertilife  this  foil,  which  is  confidered  as 
the  beft  of  Guiana.  ’Till  their  fuccefs  lhall  en- 
able them  to  employ  themfelves  in  draining  the 
moraiïes,  and  in  cultures  of  importance,  this 
powerful  aflbciation  have  turned  their  views  to- 
wards the  felling  of  wood,  the  multiplication  of 
cattle,  and  the  cultivation  of  cotton,  and  of  cacao, 
but  principally  of  tobacco. 

Some  Daves  have  for  a long  time  cultivated, 
for  their  own  ufe,  round  their  huts,  this  laft- 
mentioned  plant.  It  hath  the  fame  properties  as 
the  tobacco  of  the  Brazils,  which  fells  to  advan- 
tage in  all  the  European  markets,  and  which  is 
abfolutely  requifite  for  the  purchafe  of  Negroes, 
upon  a great  part  of  the  coafts  of  Africa.  If  this 
undertaking  fhould  fucceed,  the  wants  of  France 
will  be  diminifhed,  and  it’s  navigators  will  not 
be  obliged  to  go  to  Lifbon  for  that  part  of  their 
cargo.  The  expectations  arifing  from  St.  Lucia 
are  founded  upon  a different  bafis. 
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The  pof- 
/elîion  of 
St,  Lucia, 
for  a long 
time  dif- 
puted,  is  at 
iaft  ceded  to 
the  French, 


The  Englifh.  took  pofTeffion  of  this  ifland 
without  oppofition,  in  the  beginning  of  the  year 
1639.  They  lived  there  peaceably  for  a year  and 
a half,  when  a fhip  of  thçir  own  nation,  which 
had  been  overtaken  by  a calm  off  Dominica, 
carried  off  fome  Caribs,  who  were  come  in  their 
canoes  to  bring  them  fruit.  This  violence  occa- 
fioned  the  lavages  of  St.  Vincent  and  Martinico 
to  join  the  offended  favages  j and  in  Auguft 
.1640,  they  all  attacked  the  new  colony.  In 
their  fury,  they  maffacred  evçry  one  that  oppofed 
them.  The  few  who  efcaped  their  vengeance, 
quitted,  for  ever,  a fettlement  that  was  only  in 
it’s  infant  Rate. 

In  the  firft  ages  of  the  world,  before  civil  focie- 
ties  were  formed  and  polifhed,  all  men  in  general 
had  a common  right  to  every  thing  upon  earth. 
Every  one  was  free  to  take  what  he  chofe  for  his 
own  ufe,  and  even  to  confume  it,  if  it  were  of  a 
perilhable  nature,  The  ufe  that  was  thus  made  of 
a common  right,  fupplied  the  place  of  property. 
As  foon  as  any  one  had  in  this  manner  taken  pof- 
feffion  of  any  thing,  it  could  not  be  taken  from 
him  by  another  without  injuftice.  It  was  in  this 
point  of  view,  which  can  only  be  applied  to  the 
primitive  Rate  of  nature,  that  the  European  na- 
tions confidered  America  when  it  was  firR  difeo- 
vered.  They  paid  no  regard  to  the  natives,  and 
imagined  they  were  fufficiently  authorifed  to  feize 
upon  any  country,  if  no  other  nation  of  our  he- 
pnifphere  were  in  poffeRion  of  it.  Such  was  con- 
Ranrly  and  iinif.rmly  the  only  public  right  ob- 
(■:.  --Id,  and  which  men  have 
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fK)t  fcrupJed  to  avow,  and  attempt  tojuftify,  in  this 
century  during  the  lace  hoftilicies. 

Is  not  then  the  nature  of  property  the  fame 
every  where  ; is  it  not  every  where  founded  upon 
poffelTion  acquired  by  labour,  and  upon  a long 
and  peaceable  enjoyment  ? Europeans,  can  you 
then  inform  us,  at  what  diftance  from  your  refi- 
dence  the  facred  title  becomes  aboliflied  ? Is  it  at 
the  diftance  of  a few  fteps,  of  one  league,  or  of 
ten  leagues?  You  will  anfwer  in  the  negative;  in 
which  cafe  it  cannot  polTibly  be  even  at  the  dif- 
tance of  ten  thoufand  leagues.  Do  you  not  per- 
ceive, that  while  you  arrogate  to  yourfelves  this 
imaginary  right  over  a diftant  people,  you  confer 
it  at  the  fame  time  to  thofe  diftant  people  over 
yourfelves  ? Neverthelefs,  what  would  you  fay, 
if  it  were  poffible  that  the  favages  fhould  enter 
upon  your  country,  and  reafoning  in  the  fitme 
manner  as  you  do,  Ihould  fay,  this  land  is  not  inhar 
bited  by  our  own  people,  and  therefore  it  belongs 
CO  us.  You  hold  the  fyftem  of  Hobbs  in  abhor- 
rence among  your  neighbouring  country  ; and 
yet  this  fatal  fyftem,  which  makes  of  ftrengch  the 
fupreme  law,  you  praclife  it  at  a diftance.  After 
having  been  thieves  and  aflaftins,  nothing  re- 
mained to  complete  your  charadler,  but  that  you 
(hould  become,  as  you  really  arc,  a fet  of  execrable 
fophifts. 

According  to  theft  principles,  which  muft 
always  be  reprobated  hy  juft  and  upright  men, 
St.  Lucia  was  to  belong  to  any  power  that  could 
or  would  people  it.  The  French  attempted  it 
£rft.  They  fent  over  forty  inhabitants  in  1650, 
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® V ^ under  the  condudt  of  Rouflelan,  a brave,  active, 
u— v~^  prudent  man,  and  fingulariy  beloved  by  the  na- 
tives, on  account  of  his  having  rharried  one  of 
their  women.  His  death,  which  happened  four 
years  after,  put  a flop  to  the  general,  good  he  had 
begun  to  efFe6l.  Three  of  his  fucceflbrs  were 
murdered  by  the  Caribs,  who  were  diffatisfied 
with  their  behaviour  to  them  j and  the  colony  was 
declining  when  it  was  taken  in  1664  by  the  Eng- 
lifh,  who  evacuated  it  in  1666. 

They  had  fcarce  left  it,  when  the  French  ap- 
peared again  on  the  ifland.  Whatever  was  the 
caufe,  they  had  not  greatly  increafed  their  number, 
when  the  enemy,  that  had  before  driven  them 
our,  again  forced  them  to  quit  their  habitations 
twenty  years  after.  Some,  inftead  of  evacuating 
the  ifland,  took  refuge  in  the  woods.  As  foon  as 
the  conquerors,  who  had  made  only  a temporary 
invafion,  were  gone,  they  refumed  their  labours 
only  for  a Ihort  time.  The  war,  which  foon  after 
raged  in  Europe,  made  them  apprehenfive  that 
they  might  fall  a prey  to  the  firft  privateer  that 
fliould  be  defirous  of  plundering  them;  with  a 
view,  therefore,  of  obtaining  greater  tranquillity, 
they  removed  to  other  French  fettlements,  which 
were  either  ftronger,  or  might  expedl  to  be  better 
defended.  There  was  then  no  regular  culture  or 
colony  in  St.  Lucia.  It  was  only  frequented  by  the 
inhabitants  of  Martinico,  who  came  thither  to  cut 
wood,  and  to  build  canoes,  and  who  had  confider- 
able  docks  on  the  ifland. 

Some  foldiers  and  failors  having  deferred  thither 
after  the  peace  of  Utrecht,  Marlhal  d’Eflrees  pe- 
titioned 
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titioned  for  a grant  of  the  ifland.  No  foonerwas 
it'obtained  in  1718,  than  he  fent  over  a command- 
ant, troops,  cannon,  and  inhabitants.  This  gave 
umbrage  to  the  court  of  London,  which  had  a 
kind  of  claim  to  this  ifland  from  prior  fettlement, 
as  that  of  Verfailles  had  from  almofl:  uninter- 
rupted poflefTion.  Their  complaints  determined 
the  French  miniftry,  to  order  that  things  Ihould 
be  put  into  the  fame  condition  they  were  in  before 
the  grant.  Whether  this  compliance  did  not  ap- 
pear lufRcient  to  the  Englifh,  or  whether  it  gave 
them  room  to  think  they  might  attempt  any  thing, 
they  themfelves  gave  St.  Lucia,  in  1722,  to  the 
duke  of  Montagu,  who  was  fent  to  take  pofTelTion 
of  it.  This  clalhing  of  interefts  occafioned  fome 
difturbance  between  the  two  courts  j which  was 
fettled,  however,  by  an  agreement  made  in  1731, 
that,  till  the  refpedtive  claims  fliould  be  finally  ad- 
jufted,  the  iflands  fhould  be  evacuated  by  both  na- 
tions 5 but  that  both  fliould  have  the  liberty  to 
wood  and  water  there. 

This  agreement  did  not  prevent  the  French 
from  fixing  there  again  a commandant,  a garrifon, 
and  batteries.  The  court  of  London  were  either 
not  informed  of  this  breach  of  faith,  or  they 
overlooked  it,  becaufe  this  channel  was  ufeful  to 
their  navigators,  to  alTifl.  them  in  carrying  on 
with  richer  colonies  a fmuggling  trade,  which  the 
fubjedls  of  both  governments  thought  equally  ad- 
vantageous to  them.  This  trade  has  been  more 
or  lefs  confiderable  till  the  treaty  of  1763,  which 
fecured  to  France  the  long  and  obftinately  con- 
tefted  property  of  St.  Lucia. 
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Firft  tranf» 
adione  of 
the  French 
at  Sc.  Lu. 
cia. 


The  firfb  ufe  which  the  court  of  Verfailles  pro- 
pofed  to  make  of  their  acquifition,  was  to  eftablilh 
a magazine  there.  Since  their  windward  iflands 
had  cut  down  their  forefts,  extended  their  cul- 
tures, and  loft  the  refources  they  ufed  to  derive 
from  Canada,  and  from  Louifiana,  it  had  been 
impoffible  for  them  to  do  without  the  woods  and 
cattle  of  North  America.  It  was  thought  great 
jnconveniencies  would  attend  the  direél  admiftion 
.of  thefe  foreign  afliftances  3 and  St.  Lucia  was 
fixed  upon  as  a very  proper  place  for  the  exchange 
of  thefe  commodities  againft  the  molalfes  of  Mar- 
tinico  and  Gaudalupe.  Experience  foon  fhewed 
that  this  fcheme  was  impradicable. 

In  order  that  this  arrangement  might  be  car- 
ried into  execution,  it  would  be  neceffary  that 
-the  Americans  Ihould  either  depofit  their  cargoes 
in  ftore-houfes,  keep  them  on  board,  or  fell 
them  to  traders  fettled  on  the  ifland  3 three  things 
equally  impoffible. 


These  failors  will  never  confent  to  land  their 
cattle,  as  the  expences  they  v/ould  incur  for  hav- 
ing them  taken  care  of  for  their  food,  or  to  fe- 
cure  them  from  accidents,  would  infallibly  ruin 
them.  Neither  will  they  pay  for  warehoufes  for 
their  wood,  which  is  too  cheap  and  too  bulky  a 
commodity  to  be  worth  the  charge  of  ftore-room. 
They  will  never  wait  on  board  their  fhips  for  dif- 
tant  pnrehafers  who  might  not  arrive,  nor  will 
they  ever  meet  with  intermediate  purchafers, 
whofe  profits  would  neceftarily  abforb  fo  muchj, 
that  it  v/ould  be  impoffible  to  employ  them. 


The 
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The  proprietors  of  molaffes  have  the  fame  rea^  ® ^ 

fons  to  diflike  this  mart.  The  carriage,  the  » 

leakage,  and  commiflîon,  would  reduce  their 
commodities  to  nothing.  If  the  Englifh  Ihould 
determine  to  pay  a higher  price  for  the  molafles, 
they  muft  confequently  raife  that  of  their  own 
merchandizej  and  after  this  advance,  the  confumer 
would  not  purchafe  them. 

The  French  miniftry,  undeceived  as  to  their 
firft  notion,  without  entirely  giving  it  up,  attend- 
ed, fince  1763,  to  the  formation  of  cultures  in  St. 

Lucia.  This  plan  was  a prudent  one,  but  it  was 
not  executed  in  a proper  manner.  Had  the  go. 
vernor  and  the  intendant  of  Martinico,  from 
which  this  ifland  is  no  more  than  feven  leagues 
-diftant,  been  intruded  with  this  bufinefs,  the 
coionifts,  who  would  have  been  fent  there,  would 
have  obtained  the  fuccours  which  can  be  furnilh- 
ed  with  eafe,  by  a fettlement  that  hath  exifted 
more  than  a century.  Precipitation,  a paffion 
for  novelty,  the  defire  of  providing  for  friends  or 
favourites,  and  other  miotives  perhaps  dill  more 
blarneable,  made  the  government  prefer  the  fend- 
ing of  an  independent  adminiftration,  who  were 
to  have  no  connections  but  with  the  mother- 
country.  This  erroneous  fyftem  coft  the  treafury 
7, OOP, 000  of  livres*,  and  to  the  date  feven  or  eight 
hundred  men,  whofe  unhappy  fate  is  more  a mat- 
ter of  pity  than  furprife.  Under  the  tropics,  the 
heft  eftablifhed  colonies  always  deftroy  one  third 
pf  the  foldiers  that  are  fent  thither,  thpugh  they 
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O^'inion 
that  may  be 
foraifd  ot 
St.  Lucia, 


are  healthy  (lout  men,  and  find  good  accom- 
modations. It  is  not  lurprifing  then,  that  a fee 
of  miferable  wretches,  the  refufe  of  Eurooe,  and 
expofed  to  all  the  hardlhips  of  indigence,  and 
all  the  horrors  of  dcfpair,  Ihuuld  moll  of  them 
pcrifla  in  an  uncultivated  and  uninhabited  ifland. 

The  advantage  of  peopling  this  colony  was  re- 
ferved  to  the  neighbouring  fettlements.  Some 
Frenchmen,  who  had  fold,  upon  very  profitable 
terms,  their  plantations  at  the  Granades  to  the 
Englilh,  brought  part  of  their  capital  to  St.  Lu- 
cia. Several  planters  from  St.  Vincent’s,  in- 
cenfed  at  being  obliged  to  buy  lands  which  they 
themfelves  had  been  at  incredible  pains  to  clear 
and  fertilize,  took  the  fame  ftep.  Martinico  alfo 
furnifiied  fome  inhabitants,  whofe  poirefiions  were 
either  not  fufficiently  fertile,  or  too  much  con- 
fined, and  merchants  who  have  withdraw’n  part 
of  their  (lock  from  trade  in  order  to  devote  it  to 
hufbandry.  Lands  have  been  gratuitoufly  diftri- 
boted  to  all  of  them. 

This  would  have  been  but  a fatal  prefent  if  the 
prejudice  which  prevailed  againfl:  St.  Lucia  had 
had  any  foundation.  It  was  laid,  that  nature  had 
refufed  it  every  advantage  necelfary  to  form  a co- 
lony of  any  importance.  In  the  opinion  of  the 
public,  it’s  dry,  uneven,  and  ftony  foil,  could 
never  pay  the  expences  of  manuring.  The  incle- 
mency of  the  climate  would  infallibly  deftroy 
every  man,  who  from  a ftrong  defire  of  enriching 
himfelf,  or  who  driven  by  defpair,  Ihould  be  bold 
enough  to  go  there.  Thefe  notions  were  gene- 
rally received.  ‘ 


The 
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The  faft  is,  that  the  foil  of  St.  Lucia  is  not 
bad  on  the  borders  of  the  fea,  and  that  it  becomes 
better  the  further  one  advances  in  the  country. 
The  whole  of  the  ifland  may  be  cultivated,  ex- 
cept fome  Wgh  and  craggy  mountains,  which 
bear  evident  marks  of  antient  volcanoes.  In  one 
deep  valley  there  are  ftill  eight  or  ten  hollow 
places  of  fome  feet  in  diameter,  where  the  water 
boils  up  in  a moft  dreadful  manner.  There  are 
not  indeed  many  extenfive  plains  in  the  ifland, 
but  feveral  fmall  ones,  where  fugar  may  be  cul- 
tivated with  fuccefs.  The  fhape  of  the  ifland, 
which  is  long  and  narrow,  will  make  the  carriage 
eafy  wherever  the  canes  are  planted; 

The  air  in  the  inland  parts  of  St.  Lucia,  is 
the  fame  as  it  was  in  all  the  other  iflands  before 
they  were  inhabited  ; foul  and  unwholefome  at 
firft,  but  lefs  noxious,  as  the  woods  are  cleared, 
and  the  ground  laid  open.  The  air,  on  fome  part 
of  the  fea-coaft,  is  more  unhealthy.  On  the  lee- 
ward fide  the  lands  receive  fome  fmall  rivers, 
which  fpringing  from  the  foot  of  the  mountains, 
have  not  a dope  fufncient  to  wafn  down  the  fands 
with  which  the  influx  of  the  ocean  choaks  up  their 
mouths.  Stopped  by  this  infurmountable  bar- 
rier, they  fpread  themfelves  into  unwholefome 
moralfes  upon  the  neighbouring  grounds.  So 
obvious  a reafon  had  been  fufficicnt  to  drive  away 
the  few  Caribs  who  were  upon  the  ifland  when 
it  was  firft  difcovered.  The  French,  driven  into 
the  New  World  by  a more  powerful  motive  than 
even  felf  prefervation,  have  been  lefs  careful  than 
the  favages.  It  is  upon  this  very  fpot  that  they 
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have  been  piiniftied  for  their  rapacioufnefs. 
Others  will  be  fo  hereafter,  unlefs  they  conftruCl 
dykes  and  dig  channels  to  drain  off  the  waters. 
Government  hath  already  fet  the  example  of  this 
in  the  principal  part  of  the  ifland;  fome  citizens 
have  followed  it,  and  it  is  to  be  imagined,  that 
fo  ufeful  a pradlife  will  in  time  become  general. 


Prêtent ftate  There  are  already  eleven  pariflies  in  the  co- 

ny of'st."’  lony,  almoft  all  of  them  to  leeward.  This  pre- 
ference  given  to  one  part  of  the  ifland,  is  not  for 
the  fake  of  a better  foil,  but  for  the  conveniency 
of  the  {hipping.  In  time,  that  part  that  was 
neglefted  at  firft,  will  likewife  be  inhabited,  as 
bays  are  continually  difeovered,  in  which  canoes 
may  put  in  and  receive  all  kinds  of  .commodi- 
ties on  board. 


A ROAD  which  goes  all  round  the  ifland,  and 
two  others  that  crofs  it  from  eafl:  to  weft,  are 
very  convenient  for  carrying  the  produce  of  the 
plantations  to  the  landing  places.  In  procefs  of 
time,  and  with  fome  expence,  thefe  roads  will  be 
brought  to  a much  greater  degree  of  perfedion 
than  it  was  pofTible  they  ihould  be  at  firft,  with- 
out running  into  expences  too  burchenfome  for  a 
fettlement  in  an  infant  ftate.  The  labours  of 
vaffalage  required  for  making  thefe  roads,  have 
unavoidably  retarded  the  culture  of  the  lands, 
and  excited  great  complaints  ; but  the  colonifts 
now  begin  to  biefs  the  wife  and  fteady  hand  that 
has  ordered  and  conduded  this  work  for  their 
benefit.  Their  burthen  hath  been  in  fome  de- 
gree alleviated  in  latter  times,  by  the  attention 
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Which  the  direftors  have  had  to  apply  to  thefe  la- 
bours the  taxes  required  to  procure  an  exemption 
from  them. 

On  the  fiirft  of  January  1777,  the  number 
of  white  people  at  St.  Lucia  amounted  to  two 
thoufand  three  hundred  fouls,  men,  women,  and 
children. 

There  were  fifty-thoufand  blacks,  or  free 
mulattoes.  The  catttle  confided  of  eleven  hun- 
dred and  thirty  mules,  or  horfes  j two  thoufand 
and  fifty-three  head  of  horned  cattle,  and  three 

thoufand  feven  hundred  and  nineteen  fheep,  or 

► 

goats. 

There  were  fifty-three  fugar  plantations,  which 
occupied  fifteen  hundred  and  forty-one  pieces  of 
land  ; five  millions  forty  thoufand  nine  hundred 
and  fixty-two  coffee-trees  -,  one  million  nine  hun- 
dred and  forty-five  thoufand  feven  hundred  and 
twelve  cacao  plants  ; and  five  hundred  and 
ninety-feven  plots  of  cotton. 

These  united  produdlions  were  fold  in  the 
ifland  for  little  lefs  than  3,000,000  of  livres  *■. 
Two  thirds  of  them  were  delivered  to  the  Ame- 
ricans, to  the  Englifh,  and  to  the  Dutch,  who 
were  allowed  a free  trade  with  the  colony.  The 
remainder  was  carried  to  Martinico,  upon  which 
this  ifland  was  dependent,  and  from  whence  it  re- 
ceived fome  merchandize  and  fome  liquors, 
brought  from  the  mother-country. 

The  charadcr  and  abilities  of  the  Earl  of  En- 
nery,  the  founder  of  this  colony,  authorized  us  to 
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® ^ affirm,  that  when  Sc.  Lucia,  which  is  about  forty 

V— — > leagues  in  circumference,  hath  attained  the  de- 
gree of  cultivation  it  is  capable  of,  it  may  em- 
ploy fifty  or  fixty  thoufand  (laves,  and  yield  to 
the  value  of  nine  or  ten  millions  * in  commodi- 
ties. This  great  teftimony  hath  been  confirmed 
fince  by  other  direilors.  By  what  fatality  is  it, 
that  this  fettlement  hath  acquired  fo  fmall  a de- 
gree of  improvem.ent,  notwithftanding  all  the  en- 
couragements which  it  hath  received  ? 

■ OMacies  The  real'on  of  this  is,  that  from  the  beginning 
prevented  properties  were  precipitately  given  to  vagabonds, 
IfLEcï  neither  the  habit  of  labour,  nor  the 

means  for  cultivation  : it  is  becaufe  an  immenfe 
territory^  was  granted  to  greedy  fpeculators,  who 
were  only  able  to  cultivate  a few  acres  : it  is  be- 
caufe the  inland  parts  were  diftribuced  before  the 
borders  had  been  cleared  : it  is  becaufe  the  ants, 
which  fo  cruelly  infefled  Marcinico,  have  con- 
veyed  the  fame  ravages  in  the  rifing  fugar  plan- 
tations of  Sc.  Lucia  : it  is  becaufe  coffee  hath  ex- 
perienced there  the  fame  diminution  in  value  as 
every  where  elfe  : in  a word,  it  is  becaufe  the  ad- 
* miniftration  hath  been  neither  fufficiently  regular, 
nor  fiifficiently  continued,  nor  fufficiently  en- 
lightened. What  remedy  can  be  employed  againfi; 
fo  many  errors,  againft  fo  many  calamities  ? 

It  will  be  neceffary  to  eftabliffi  a more  firm 
lyftem  of  government,  a more  ftriél  police.  It 
will  be  neceffary  to  deprive  of  their  territory  thofe 
who  have  not  at  lead  partly  fulfilled  the  engage- 

* From  375,000 1.  to  416,666!.  13  s.  41!. 
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ment  they  had  contradled,  of  rendering  it  ufe- 
ful.  It  will  be  neceflary,  by  modes  of  union  pru- 
dently contrived,  to  bring  together,  as  much  as 
poffible,  fome  of  the  plantations  that  ate  fepa- 
rated  by  diftances,  which  deprive  their  owhers  of 
the  will,  of  the  inclination,  and  of  the  facility 
of  afTifting  each  other.  It  will  be  neceflary  legally 
to  compel  all  debtors  to  pay  proper  attention  to 
their  creditors,  with  whom  it  had  been  cuftomary 
to  fport.  It  will  be  neceffary,  by  a long  feries 
of  yearsj  and  by  authentic  a6ls,  to  fecure  to  the 
traders  of  all  nations  a free  intercourfe  with  this 
ifland.  Matters  ought  indeed  to  be  carried  ftill 
further. 

The  French  of  the  mother-country  Cannot,  and 
thofe  of  the  iflands  will  not,  cultivate  St,  Liicia* 
Many  foreigners,  on  the  contrary,  have  offered 
to  convey  their  induflry  and  their  capitals  there, 
if  the  barbarous  right  of  efcheat  were  fupprefied  j 
a right  which  impedes  the  reciprocal  commèrce 
of  nations  j which  repels  tlie  living  man,  and 
rpoils  the  dead  one  ; which  difinherits  the  child 
of  the  foreigners  which  obliges  him  to  leave  his 
wealth  in  his  own  country  ; and  which  prohi- 
bits him  from  obtaining  elfewhere  any  acquifition 
of  perfonal  or  real  eflate  : a right  which  a peo- 
ple, who  have  the  leafl:  idea  of  good  policy,  will 
abolifh  among  themfelves,  and  the  extin(5lioii 
of  which  they  w’ill  carefully  abftaiin  from  folicit- 
ing  in  otlier  countries.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that 
the  court  of  Verfailles  will  no  longer  perfifl;  in  re- 
.je<5ling  the  only  method  of  raifing  an  intefeding 
colony  from  that  languid  flate  into  which  it  hath 
VoL.VI,  F been 
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been  plunged  by  calamities  which  it  was  impof- 
fible  to  avert,  and  by  the  vices  of  a bad  admini- 
ftration. 

When  the  proper  fteps  have  been  taken  to  ren- 
der St.  Lucia  flourilhing,  the  French  minillry 
may  purfue  the  fyftem  which-  they  fcem  to  have 
adopted,  of  defending  their  colonies  by  fortrefifes. 
To  keep  poflcflion  of  this  idand,  it  will  be  fuffi- 
cient  to  defend  the  Carenage  liarbour. 

This  harbour,  which  is  the  bed  in  the  Antilles, 
unites  many  advantages.  It  hath  a great  deal 
of  water  every  where,  with  an  excellent  bottom. 
Nature  hath  provided  it  W'ith  three  complete  ca- 
reening places,  one  for  the  larged  diips,  and  the 
two  others  for  frigates.  Thirty  fhips  of  the  line 
might  ride  fafely  there,  and  be  dieltered  from 
the  mod  terrible  hurricanes.  They  have  never 
yet  been  injured  by  the  worms.  The  winds  are 
always  favourable  for  failing  out,  and  the  larged 
fquadron  would  be  cleared  out  in  lefs  than  an 
hour. 

So  favourable  a fituation  is  capable  of  defend- 
ing not  only  all  the  national  pofleffions,  but  alfo 
of  threatening  thofe  of  the  enemy  throughout 
America.  The  naval  forces  of  England  cannot  co- 
ver all  parts.  The  fmalled  fquadron  fent  out  from 
St.  Lucia,  would  in  a few  days  invade  thofe  colo- 
nies, which,  being  lead  expofed,  \vould  think 
themfelves  quite  fecure.  The  only  way  to  pre- 
vent this  danger,  would  be  to  block  up  the 
Carenage  ; and  even  then,  the  purport  of  fo  ex- 
penfive  and  tirefome  a cruize  might  be  defeated 
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by  a man  who  fhould  be  bold  enough  to  under- 
take any  enterprize  that  can  be  efFedled  at  Tea. 

This  harbour,  which  is  fubjeift  to  the  inconve-^ 
nience  of  expofing  every  fhip  that  comes  within 
view  to  be  taken,  has  never  appeared  worthy  the 
attention  of  the  Britilh  nation,  though  too  power- 
ful and  too  enlightened  not  to  confider,  that  Ihips 
are  to  proteft  the  roads,  and  not  the  roads  the 
Ihips.  With  regard  to  France,  this  harbour  affords 
the  greateft  maritime  defence,  that  is  to  fay,  a 
pofition  that  will  not  allow  a fliip  under  fail  to 
enter.  She  muft  be  warped  for  a confiderablc 
fpace  before  (he  can  get  into  it.  There  is  no 
plying  to  windward  between  the  two  points.  The 
foundings  increafing  fuddenly  near  the  land  from 
twenty-five  to  a hundred  fathom,  will  not  permit 
the  affailants  to  come  to  an  anchor.  Only  one 
fhip  can  come  in  at  a time,  and  fhe  would  be  ex- 
pofed  to  the  fire  of  three  mafl<ed  batteries  in  front 
and  on  both  fides. 

A SHIP  that  would  attack  the  harbour  would 
be  under  the  neceflity  of  landing  at  Shoque  Bay, 
a fhore  a league  long,  which  is  only  parted  from 
the  Carenage  by  the  point  called  Vigie,  which 
forms  this  bay.  If  the  enemy  were  once  mafters 
of  the  Vigie,  they  would  fink  every  fhip  in  the 
harbour,  or  at  leaf!:  compel  them  to  bring  to,  and 
that  without  any  lofs  on  their  fide  ; becaufe  this 
peninfula,  though  commanded  by  a citadel  built 
on  the  other  fide  of  the  harbour,  would  cover  the 
affailants  by  it’s  own  back.  It  would  only  have 
occafion  for  mortars,  and  neither  fire  a fingle  gun, 
nor  endanger  the  life  of  one  man« 
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If  the  fhutting  up  of  the  entrance  of  the  har- 
bour againft  the  enemy  were  fufficient,  it  would 
be  necdlefs  to  fortify  the  Vigie.  The  enemy 
might  be  kept  out  without  this  precaution  j but 
the  fhips  of  the  French  mult  be  protefled.  It 
is  neceflary  that  a fmall  fquadron  Ihould  be  able 
to  fet  the  Englifh  forces  at  defiance  ; compel  them 
to  block  up  the  place  > take  advantage  of  their 
abfence,  or  of  fome  error  they  might  fall  into  ; 
all  which  cannot  be  effetled  without  fortifying 
the  top  of  the  peninfula.  It  muH  be  confidered, 
that  by  thus  multiplying  the  points  of  defence,  a 
greater  number  of  men  will  be  wanted  i but  if 
there  be  any  fhips  in  the  harbour,  their  failors 
and  gunners  may  be  employed  in  defending  the 
Vigie,  which  they  would  do  with  the  greater  ala- 
crity, as  on  this  would  depend  the  fafety  of  the 
fquadron.  If  there  be  no  veffels  in  the  harbour, 
the  Vigie  will  be  abandoned,  or  ill  defended,,  and 
that  for  the  following  reafon  : 

On  the  other  fide  of  the  harbour  there  is  art 
eminence,  called  Mcrne  Fortune.  The  flat  on  the 
top  offers  one  of  thofe  favourable  fitua-tiohs,  that 
are  feldom  to  be  met  with  for  erefting  a citadel, 
which  would  require  almoft;  as  great  a;  force  to 
attack  it,  as  the  beft  fortified  place  in  Europe. 
This  fortification,  the  plan  of  which  is  already 
laid,,  and  will  certainly  one  day  be  carried  into 
execution,  will  have  the  advantage  of  defending- 
the  Carenage  bay  on  all  fides,  of  commanding, 
all  the  eminences  thatfurround  it,  and  of  making 
it  impoffible  for  the  enemy  to  enter;  of  fecuring 
the  town  which- is-to  be  built  on  the  back  of  the 

mountain  ; 
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‘mountain  ; in  fhort,  of  hindering  the  aflailants 
from  penetrating  into  the  ifland,  even  if  they  had 
adlually  landed  at  Shoque  Bay,  and  made  them- 
•felves  mailers  of  the  Vigie.  Further  difcuffions 
on  the  means  of  preferving  St.  Lucia  mull  be  left 
•to  the  profelTorsof  the  military  art. 

It  is  not,  in  truth,  a motive  of  vanity  that 
hath  engaged  us  in  the  difcuflion  of  this  matter, 
which  is  fo  contrary  to  our  profeflion,  and  which 
implies  fo  many  ftudies  to  which  we  are  ftrangers, 
and  fo  long  an -experience  in  thofe  who  follow  it. 
But  zeal,  the  defire  of  doing  good,  and  the  fpirit 
of  patriotifm,  diredt.  the  thoughts  of  the  man  and 
of  the  citizen  upon  every  obje£l.  His  heart 
erows  warm  ; he  reflects  ; and  if  he  thinks 
he  has  difcovered  what  is  right  to  be  done, 
he  mult  fpeak,  becaufe  his  Hlence  would  be  re- 
proachful to  himfelf.  “ If  my  ideas  be  juft,” 
faith  he  to  himfelf,  “ perhaps  government  may 
avail  themfelves  of  them  ; if  they  be  erroneous, 
the  worfl  that  can  happen  will  be,  that  I fiiall 
“ excite  a fmile,  and  that  I fliall  be  called  the 
good  man,  a name  which  the  venerable  Abbé 
of  St. -Pierre  took  fo  much  pride  in.  I would 
rather  run  the  rifle  of  being  ridiculous,  than 
lofe  the  opportunity  of  being  ufeful.”  Whe- 
ther this  duty  be  well  fulfilled  or  not,  let  us  fix 
the  attention  of  the  reader  on  Martinico. 

This  ifland  hath  fixteen  leagues  in  length,  and 
forty-five  in  circumference,  exclufive  of  thexapes, 
which  fometimes  extend  two  or  three  leagues  into 
the  fea.  In  is  very  uneven,  and  interfered  in  all 
parts  by  a number  of  hillocks,  which  are  moftly 
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^ of  a conical  form.  Three  mountains  rife  above 
^ thefe  fmaller  eminences.  The  higheft  bears  the 
indelible  marks  of  an  antient  volcano.  The 
woods  with  which  it  is  covered,  continually  at- 
tra6t  the  clouds,  which  occafions  noxious  damps, 
and  contributes  to  make  it  horrid  and  inaccef- 
fible,  while  the  two  others  are  in  rnofl:  parts  cul- 
tivated. From  thefe  mountains,  but  chiefly  from 
the  firlt,  ilTue  the  many  fprings  that  water  the 
ifland.  Thefe  waters,  which  flow  in  gentle 
ftreams,  are  changed  into  torrents  on  the  flightefl: 
ftorm.  Their  quality  partakes  of  the  nature  of 
the  foil  they  pafs  through  j in  fome  places  they 
are  excellent,  in  others  fo  bad,  that  the  inha- 
bitants are  obliged  to  drink  the  water  they  have 
colleéled  in  the  rainy  feafon, 

Denambuc,  who  had  fent  to  reconnoitre  Mar- 
tinico,  failed  from  St.  Chrillopher’s  in  1635,  to 
fettle  his  nation  there  j for  he  would  not  have  it 
peopled  from  Europe.  He  forefaw  that  men,  tired 
with  the  fatigue  of  a long  voyage,  would  moftly 
perifli  foon  after  their  arrival,  either  from  the  ef- 
fets of  a new  climate,  or  from  the  hardfhips  in- 
cident to  mod  emigrations.  The  foie  founders  of 
this  new  colony  were  a hundred  men,  who  had 
long  lived  in  his  government  of  St.  Chriftopher’s. 
They  were  brave,  aélive,  inured  to  labour  and 
fatigues  5 fkilful  in  tilling  the  ground  and  ereâ;- 
ing  habitations  ; abundantly  provided  with  pota- 
toe  plants,  and  all  neceflTary  feeds. 

They  completed  their  firft  fettlement  without 
any  difficulty.  The  natives,  intimidated  by  the 
fire-arms^  or  feduced  by  the  promifes  that  were 

made 
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made  them,  gave  up  to  the  French  the  weftern 
and  fouthern  parts  of  the  ifland,  and  retired  to  the 
other.  This  tranquillity  was  of  fliort  duration. 
The  Caribs,  when  they  faw  thefe  enterprifing 
grangers  daily  increafing,  were  convinced  that 
their  ruin  was  inevitable,  unlefs  they  could  extir- 
pate theiTij  and  they  therefore  called  in  the  favages 
of  the  neighbouring  iflands  to  their  affiftance. 
They  fell  jointly  upon  a little  fort  that  had  been 
accidentally  erected  ; but  they  met  with  fuch  a 
warm  reception,  that  they  thought  proper  to  re- 
treat, leaving  feven  or  eight  hundred  of  their  beft 
warriors  dead  upon  the  fpot.  After  this  check 
they  difappeared  for  a long  while  j and  when  they 
returned,  they  brought  with  them  prefents,  and 
expreffed  their  concern  for  what  had  happened. 
They  were  received  in  a friendly  manner  j and  the 
reconciliation  was  fealed  with  fome  bottles  of 
brandy  that  were  given  them  to  drink. 

The  labours  had  been  carried  on  with  difficulty 
till  this  period.  The  fear  of  a furprize  obliged  the 
colonifls  of  three  different  habitations  to  meet 
every  night  in  that  which  was  in  the  center,  and 
which  was  always  kept  in  a ftate  of  defence. 
There  they  dept  fecure,  guarded  by  their  dogs 
and  a centinel.  In  the  day-time  no  one  ventured 
out  without  his  gun,  and  a brace  of  piftols  at  his 
girdle.  Thefe  precautions  were  needlefs  when 
the  two  nations  came  to  be  on  friendly  terms  j but 
the  one,  whofe  friendffiip  and  favour  had  been 
courted,  took  fuch  undue  advantages  of  her  fu- 
periority,  to  extend  her  ufurpations,  that  ffie  foon 
rekindled  in  the  others  a hatred  that  had  never 
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P xin  ^ entirely  fubfided.  The  favages,  whofe  manner  of 
u— V — » life  requires  a vafl;  extent  of  land,  finding  them- 
felves  daily  more  ftraitencd,  had  recourfe  to  ftra- 
tagem,  to  weaken  an  enemy  whom  they  dared  not 
attack  by  force.  They  feparated'  into  fmall 
ba^nds,  waylayed  the  French,  who  frequented  the 
woods,  waited  ’till  the  fportfman  had  fired  his 
piece,  and,  before  he  had  time  to  load  it  again, 
ruflied  upon  him  and  deftroyed  him.  Twenty 
men  had  been  thus  deftroyed  before  any  one*  was 
able  to  account  for  their  difappearance.  As  foon 
as  this  particular  was  difeovered,  the  aggrelTors 
were  purfued  and  beaten,  their  carbets  burnt, 
their  wives  and  children  maflacred,  and  thofe 
few,  that  efcaped  the  carnage,  fied  from  Marti- 
nico,  and  never  appeared  there  again. 

it' 

l-irftiabours  The  French,  by  this  retreat,  now  become  foie 
French  in  lYiaftcrs  of  the  ifland,  lived  quietly  upon  thofe  fpots 
MaHinico.  beft  fujted  their  plantations.  They  were 

then  divided  into  two  clafies.  The  firft  con- 

• t 

fifted  of  fuch  as  had  paid  their  pafiage  to  Ame- 
rica ; and  thefe  were  called  inhabitants.  The 
government  diftributed  lands  to  them,  which 
became  their  abfolute  property  upon  paying 
a yearly  tribute.  They  were  obliged  to  keep 
watch  by  turns,  and  to  contribute,  in  proportion 
to  their  abilities,  towards  the  necefTary  expences 
for  the  public  welfare  and  fiifety.  Thefe  had 
under  their  command  a multitude  of  miferable 
people  brought  over  from  Europe  at  their 
expence,  whom  they  called  engages^  or  bondf- 
men.  This  engagement  was  a kind  of  fiavery 
lor  the  term  of  three  years.  When  that  time 

was 
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was  expired,  the  bondfmen,  by  recovering  their  ® ^ 

liberty,  became  the  equals  of  thofe  whom  they  ^ — * 

had  lerved. 

They  all  confined  theinfelves  at  firll  to  the  cul- 
tivation of  tobacco  and  cotton  ; to  which  was  foon 
added  that  of  the  arnotto  and  indigo.  That  of 
fugar  was  not  begun  till  about  the  year  1650, 

Benjamin  Dacofta,  one  of  thofe  Jews  who  are  be- 
holden for  their  induftry  to  that  very  oppreffion 
which  their  nation  is  now  fallen  under,  after  hav- 
ing exercifcd  it  upon  others,  planted  fome  cocoa 
trees 'ten  years  after.  His  example  was  not  fol- 
lowed till  1684,  when  the  chocolate  grew  more 
commqn  in  France.  Cocoa  then  became  the  prin- 
cipal dependence  of  the  colonifts,  who  had  not  a 
fufficient  fund  to  undertake  fugar  plantations.  One 
of  thofe  calamities  which  arife  from  the  feafons, 
and  which  fometimes  alfedl  men,  and  fometimes 
vegetables,  deftroyed  all  the  cocoa  trees  in  1727. 

This  fpread  a general  confternation  among  the  in- 
habitants of  Martinico.  The  coffee  tree  was  then 
propofed  to  them,  as  a plank  is  held  out  to  mari- 
pers  after  a fhipwreck. 

The  French  miniflry  had  received,  as  a prefent  ' 
from  the  Dutch,  two  of  thefe  trees,  which  were 
carefully  preferved  in  the  king’s  botanical  garden. 

Two  fhoots  were  taken  from  thefe.  Mr.  Defclieux, 
who  was  intruded  to  carry  them  over  to  Martinico, 
in  1726,  happened  to  be  on  board  a fhip  which 
wanted  water.  He  fhared  with  his  young  trees» 
the  portion  that  was  allotted  him  for  his  own 
drinking;  and  by  this  generous  facrifice  faved 
half  of  the  valuable  truft  that  had  been  put 
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® xm  ^ hands.  His  magnanity  was  rewarded. 

«— .-V’—- ^ The  culture  of  coffee  was  attended  with  the 
greateft  and  mod  rapid  fuccefs  ; and  this  virtuous 
patriot  enjoyed,  till  the  end  of  1774,  the  pleafing 
fatisfadion,  the  uncommon  felicity,  of  having  as 
it  were  faved  an  important  colony,  and  enriched 
it  with  a frefh  branch  of  induftry. 

Independent  of  this  refource,  Martinico  was 
pofTeffed  of  thofe  natural  advantages  which  Teemed 
to  promife  a fpeedy  and  great  profperity.  Of  all 
the  French  fettlements,  it  is  the  mod  happily 
fituated  with  regard  to  the  winds  that  prevail  in 
thofe  Teas.  It’s  harbours  poffefs  the  inedimable 
advantage  of  affording  a certain  fhelter  from  the 
hurricanes  which  annoy  thefe  latitudes.  It’s  fitua- 
tion  having  made  it  the  feat  of  government,  it 
has  obtained  the  greated  marks  of  favour,  and 
enjoyed  the  abled  and  mod  upright  adminidra- 
tion  of  them  all.  The  enemy  has  condantly  re- 
fpeded  the  valour  of  it’s  inhabitants,  and  has  fel- 
dom  attacked  it  without  having  caufe  to  repent. 
It’s  domedic  peace  has  never  been  didurbed,  not 
even  in  1717,  when  urged  by  a general  difeon- 
tent,  the  inhabitants  ventured,  boldly  indeed,  but 
prudently,  to  fend  back  to  France  a Governor 
and  an  Intendant,  who  oppreffed  the  people  un- 
der their  defpotifm  and  rapacioufnefs.  The  or- 
der, tranquillity,  and  harmony,  which  they 
found  m.eans  to  preferve  in  thofe  times  of  anarchy, 
were  a proof  that  they  were  influenced  rather  by 
their  averfion  from  tyranny,  than  by  their  impa- 
tience of  authority  ; and  ferved  in  fome  meafure  to, 
judify  to  the  mother- country,  a dep,  which  in  it- 
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felf  might  be  confidered  as  irregular,  and  contrary  ^ o^o  k 
to  the  eftabliflied  principles.  j 

Notwithstanding  all  thefe  advantages,  Mar- 
tinico,  though  in  greater  forwardnefs  than  the 
other  French  colonies,  had  made  but  little  pro- 
grefs  at  the  end  of  the  laft  century.  In  1700,  it 
contained  but  6597  white  men  in  all.  The  ra- 
vages, Mulattoes,  and  free  Negroes,  men,  women, 
and  children,  amounted  to  no  more  than  507. 

The  number  of  flaves  was  but  14,566.  All  thefe 
together  made  a population  of  21,640  perfons. 

The  whole  of  the  cattle  was  3,668  horfes  or 
mules,  and  9,217  head  of  horned  cattle.  They 
grew  a great  quantity  of  cocoa,  tobacco  and  cot- 
ton, and  had  nine  indigo  houfes,  and  one  hun- 
dred and  eighty-three  fmall  fugar  plantations. 

On  the  ceffation  of  the  long  and  obftinate  wars,  Profperity 
which  had  ravaged  all  the  continents,  and  been  nko/™" 
carried  on  upon  all  the  feas  of  the  world,  and 
when  France  had  relinquifhed  her  projets  of  con- 
quefts,  and  thofe  principles  of  adminiftration  by 
which  fhe  had  been  fo  long  mifled  j Martinico 
emerged  from  that  feeble  ftate  in  which  all  thefe 
calamities  had  kept  her,  and  foon  rofe  to  a great 
degree  of  profperity.  She  became  the  general 
mart  for  all  the  windward  national  fettlements. 

It  was  in  her  ports  that  the  neighbouring  iflands 
fold  their  produce,  and  bought  the  commodities 
of  the  mother-country.  The  French  navigators 
loaded  and  unloaded  their  fhips  no  where  elfe. 
Martinico  was  famous  all  over  Europe.  She 
was  the  object  of  fpeculation,  confidered  under 
the  different  views  of  a planter,  an  agent  to  the 
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BOOK  colonies,  and  a trader  with  Spanifh  and  North 
j America. 

As  a planter,  it  employed,  in  1736,  feventy- 
two  thoufand  flaves,  upon  a foil,  great  part  of 
which  was  newly  cleared,  and  which  conftantly 
yielded  very  abundant  crops. 

The  connexions  of  Martinico  with  the  other 
iflands  intitled  her  to  the  profits  of  commiflidn, 
and  the  charges  of  tranfport,  as  fhe  alone  was  in 
pofleffion  of  carriages.  This  profit  might  be 
rated  at  the  tenth  of  the  produce,  which  was  in- 
creafing  daily.  This  ftanding  debt,  feldom  called 
in,  w^s  left  them  for  the  improvement  of  their 
plantations.  It  was  increafed  by  advances  in 
money,  flaves,  and  other  neceifary  articles. 
Martinico,  thus  becoming  more  and  more  a cre- 
ditor to  the  other  iflands,  kept  them  in  confiant 
dependence,  but  without  injuring  them.  They 
all  enriched  themfelves  by  her  afliftance,  and  their 
profit  y/as  beneficial  to  her. 

Her  connexions  with  Cape  Breton,  with  Ca- 
nada, and  wixh  Louifiana,  procured  her  a market 
for  her  ordinary  fugars,  her  inferior  coffee,  her 
molaffes  and  rum,  which  would  not  fell  in  France. 
They  gave  her,  in  exchange,  fait  fifli,  dried 've- 
getables, deals,  and  fome  flour.  ^ 

Im  her  clandeftine  trade  on  the  coafts  of 
Spanifli  America,  confifting  wholly  of  goods 
manufaXured  by  the  nation,  flie  was  well  paid^ 
for  the  rifques  which  the  French  merchants  did 
not  chufe  to  run.  This  traffic,  lefs  .important 
than  the  former  as  to  it’s  objeX,  w’as  much  more 
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lucrative  in  it’s  effefts.  It  commonly  brought  in 
a profit  of  fourfcore  or  ninety  per  cent,  upon  the 
value  of  three  or  four  millions  of  livres  yearly 
fent  to  the  Caraccas,  or  the  neighbouring  colo- 
nies. 

So  many  profperous  tranfaclions  had  brought 
immenfe  fums  into  Martinico.  Twelve  millions 
of  livres  f were  conftantly  circulated  there  with 
amazing  rapidity.  This  is,  perhaps,  the  only 
country  in  the  world  where  the  fpecie  has  been  fo 
confiderable,  as  to  make  it  a matter  of  indilFe- 
rence  to  them  whether  they  dealt  in  gold,  or 
filver,  or  in  commodities. 

Her  extenfive  trade  annually  brought  into  her 
ports  two  hundred  (hips  from  France,  fourteen  or 
fifteen  fitted  out  by  the  mother-country  for  the 
coaft  of  Guinea,  thirty  from  Canada,  ten  or  twelve 
from  the  iflands  of  Margaretta  and  Trinidad; 
befide  the  Englifh  and  Dutch  Ihips  that  come  to 
carry  on  a finuggling  trade.  The  private  navi- 
gation,, from  the  ifland  to  the  northern  colonies, 
to  the  Spanifh  continent,  and  to  the  Windward 
Iflands,  employed  a hundred  and  thirty  veliels, 
from  twenty  to  feventy  tons  burden,  manned  with 
fix  hundred  European  failors  of  all  nations,  and 
fifteen  hundred  Haves  long  enured  to  the  fea 
fervice. 

f 

At  firft,  the  fliips  that  frequented  Martinico 
ufed  to  land  in  thofe  parts  where  the  plantations 
lay.  This  practice,  feemingly  the  mod  natural, 

• From  125,000 1,  to  166,666  1.  13s,  4d. 
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was  liable  to  great  inconveniences.  The  north 
and  north-eafterly  winds  v;hich  blow  upon  part 
of  the  coafts,  keep  the  Tea  in  a confiant  and  vio- 
lent agitation.  Though  there  are  many  good 
roads,  they  are  either  at  a confiderable  diftance 
from  each  other,  or  from  moft  of  the  habitations. 
The  (loops,  deftined  to  coaft  along  this  interval, 
were  frequently  forced  by  the  weather  to  ancho!*, 
or  to  take  in  but  half  their  lading.  Thefe  diffi- 
culties retarded  the  loading  and  unloading  of  the 
fhip;  and  the  confequence  of  thefe  delays  was,  a 
great  lofs  of  men,  and  an  increafe  of  expcnce  to 
the  bu^er  and  feller. 

Commerce,  which  muft  always  reckon  among 
it^s  greateft  advantages  that  of  procuring  a 
quick  return,  could  not  but  be  impeded  by  ano- 
ther inconvenience,  which  was  the  neceffity  the 
trader  lay  under,  even  in  the  'bell  latitudes,  of 
difpofing  of  his  cargo  in  fmall  parcels.  If  fome 
induftrious  man  undertook  to  fave  him  that 
trouble,  this  enhanced  the  price  of  the  goods  to 
the  colonifts.  The  merchant’s  profit  is  to  be 
rated  in  proportion  to  the  quantity  he  fells. 
The  more  he  fells,  the  more  is  he  able  to  abate 
of  the  profit  which  another  mud  make  who  fells 
lefs. 


A GREATER  incon vcnlence  than  either  of  thefe 
was,  that  fome  places  were  overftocked  with  fome 
forts  of  European  goods,  while  others  were  in 
want  of  them.  The  owners  of  the  (hips  were 
equally  at  a lofs  to  take  in  a proper  lading.  Mod 
places  did  not  afford  all  Torts  of  conrmodities, 
nor  every  fpecies  of  the  fame  commodity.  This 

deficiency' 
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deficiency  obliged  them  to  touch  at  feveral  places, 
or  to  carry  away  too  great  or  too  fmall  a quan- 
tity of  what  was  fit  for  the  port  where  they  were 
to  unload. 

The  fl:iips  themfelves  were  expofed  to  feveral 
difficulties.  Many  of  them  wanted  careening, 
and  moft  required  at  lead  fome  repair.  The  pro- 
per affiftance  on  thefe  occafions  v/as  not  to  be 
found  in  the  roads  that  were  but  little  frequented, 
where  workmen  did  not  chufe  to  fettle,  for  fear 
of  not  getting  fufficient  employment.  They  were 
therefore  obliged  to  go  and  refit  in  fome  particu- 
lar harbours,  and  then  return  to  take  in  their 
lading  at  the  place  where  they  had  made  their 
fale  Thefe  different  expeditions  took  up  at  lead 
three  or  four  months. 

These  and  many  more  inconveniences  made  it 
very  defirable  to  fome  of  the  inhabitants,  and  to 
all  the  navigators,  to  eftablifh  a magazine,  where 
the  colonies  and  the  mother-country  might  fend 
their  refpedlive  articles  of  exchange.  Nature 
feem.ed  to  point  out  Port  Royal  as  a fit  place  for 
this  purpofe.  It’s  harbour  was  one  of  the  bed 
in  all  the  Windward  Iflands,  and  fo  celebrated  for 
it’s  fafety,  that,  when  it  was  open  to  the  Dutch 
veffels,  they  had  orders  from  the  republic  to 
fhelter  there  in  June,  July,  and  Augud,  from 
the  hurricanes  which  are  fo  frequent  and  fo  vio- 
lent in  thofe  latitudes.  The  lands  of  the  Lamen- 
tin  are  didant  but  a league,  and  are  the  mod 
fertile  and  riched  of  all  the  colony.  The  nu- 
merous rivers  which  water  this  fruitful  country, 
convey  loaded  canoes  to  a certain  didance  from 
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BOOK  the. place  where  they  empty  into  the  fea.  The 
4— ' proteftion  of  the  fortifications  fecured  the  peace- 
able enjoyment  of  fo  many  advantages  j which, 
however,  were  balanced  by  a fwampy  and  un- 
wholefoine  foil.  This  capital  of  Martinico  was 
alfo  the  afyhim  of  the  men  of  war;  which  branch 
of  the  navy  at  that  time  defpifed,  and  even  op- 
prefled  the  merchant-men.  On  this  account. 
Fort  Royal  was  an  improper  place  to  become  the 
center  of  trade,  which  was  therefore  turned  to  St. 
Reter’s.  ‘ 

This  little  town,  which,  notwithflanding  the' 
. fires  that  have  reduced  it  four  times  to  alhes,  (till 
contains  eighteen  hundred  houfes,  is  fituated  on 
the  weftern  coaft  of  the  ifland,  in  a bay  or  inlet 
which  is  almoft  circular.  One  part  of  it  is  built 
on  the  flrand  along  the  fea-fide  ; which  is  called 
the  Anchorage;  and  is  the  place  deftined  for  the 
fliips  and  warehoufes.  The  other  part  of  the 
town  (lands  upon  a low  hill  ; it  is  called  the  Fort, 
from  a fmall  fortification  that  was  built  there  in 
1665,  to  check  the  feditions  of  the  inhabitants 
againft  the  tyranny  of  monopoly;  but  it  now 
ferves  to  prote(fl  the  road  from  foreign  enemies. 
Thefe  two  parts  of  the  town  are  feparated  by  a 
rivulet,  or  fordable  river. 

The  anchorage  is  at  the  back  of  a pretty  high 
and  perpendicular  hill..  Shut  up,  as  it  were, 
by  this  hill,  w'hich  intercepts  the  eafterly  winds, 
the  moft  ■con(la:nc  and  mod  falubrious  in  thefe 
parts  ; expofed,  without  any  refrefhing  brçezes, 
to  the  fcorching  beams  of  the  fun,  refledled  from 
the  hill,  from  the  fea,  and  the  black  ftnd  on  thé 

beach  ; 
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^jeachj  this  place  is  extremely  hot,  and  always 

nnwholefome.  Befides,  there  is  no  harbour  ; and 
» ^ 
the  fliips,  which  cannot  winter  lafely  upon  this 

coafl:,  are  obliged  to  take  fhelter  at  Fort  RoyaU 
But  thefe  difadvantages  are  compenfated  by  the 
conveniency  of  the  road  of  St.  Peter’s,  for  load- 
ing and  unloading  of  gapdsi  and  by  it’s  fitua- 
tion,  which  is  fuch,  that  îkips  can  freely  go  in 
and  out  at  all  times,  and  with  aU,  winds. 

This  village  was  the  firft  that  wa^-built,  -and 
the  firft  that  was  cultivated  on  the  illand.  It 
hath  not  been,  however,  fo  much  on  account  of 
it’s  antiquity  as  of  it’s  convenience,  that  it  enjoys 
the  advantage  of  having  become  the  center  of 
communication  between  the  colony  and  the  mo- 
ther-country. At  firft,  St.  Peter’s  was  the 
ftorehoufe  for  the  commodities  of  fome  diftrifls, 
which  lay  along  fuch 'dreary  and  tempeftuous 
coafts,  that  no  fhip  could  ever  get  at  them  j fo 
that  the  inhabitants  could  carry  on  no  trade  with- 
out removing  elfewhere.  The  agents  for  thefe 
colonifts  in  thofe  early  times,  were  only  the 
mafters  of  fmall  veflels,  who  having  made  them- 
felves  know’n,  by  continually  failing  about  the 
ifland,  were  enticed,  by  the  profpecl  of  gain,  to 
fix  upon  a fettled  place  for  their  refidence. 
Honefty  was  the  only  fupport  of  this  intercourfe  : 
moft  of  thefe  agents  could  not  read.  None  of 
them  kept  any  books  or  journals.  They  had  a 
trunk,  in  which  they  kept  a feparate  bag  for  each 
peiTon,  whofe  bufinefs  they  tranfadled.  Into  this 
bag  they  put  the  produce  of  the  fales,  and  took 
out  what  money  they  wanted  for  the  purchafes. 
VoL.  VI.  G When 
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B 0^0  K When  the  bag  was  empty,  the  commifTion  was  at 

c.— y— i an  end.  This  confidence,  which  muft  appear 
fabulous  in  our  days  of  degeneracy  and  difiionefty, 
was  yet  common  at  the  beginning  of  this  century. 
There  are  fome  perfons  ftill  living,  who  have 
carried  on  this  trade,  where  the  employer  had  no 
other  fecurity  for  the  fidelity  of  his  agent,  but  the 
benefit  refulting  from  it. 

These  plain  men  were  fucceflively  replaced  by 
more  enlightened  perfons  from  Europe.  Some 
had  gone  over  to  the  colony,  when  it  was  taken 
out  of  the  hands  of  the  exclufive  companies. 
Their  number  increafed  as  the  commodities  mul- 
tiplied j and  they  themfelves  contributed  greatly 
to  the  extending  of  the  plantations  by  the  loans 
they  advanced  to  the  planters  ; whofe  labours 
had,  till  then,  gone  on  but  flowly  for  want  of 
fuch  help.  This  condud  made  them  the  neceflary 
agents  for  their  debtors  in  the  colony,  as  they 
were  already  for  their  employers  at  home.  Even 
the  colonift,  who  owed  them  nothing,  was  in 
fome  meafure  dependent  on  them,  as  he  might 
poffibly  hereafter  ftand  in  need  of  their  afiiftance. 
If  his  crop  fliould  fail,  or  be  retarded,  a plantation 
of  fugar  canes  be  fet  on  fire,  or  a mill  blow’n 
down  : if  his  buildings  fhould  fall,  mortality 
carry  off  his  cattle  or  his  flaves  j or  if  every 
thing  Ihould  be  deftroyed  by  drought  dr  heavy 
rains  ; where  could  he  find  the  means  of  fup- 
porting  himfelf  during  thefe  calamities,  or  of 
repairing  the  lofs  occafioned  by  them  ? Thefe 
means  are  in  twenty  different  hands.  If  only  one 
refufes  his  affiftance,  the  diftrefs  muft  neceffarfiy 
' increafe. 
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increafe.  Thefe  confiderations  induced  fuch  as 
had  not  yet  borrowed  money,  to'truft  the  agents 
of  St.  Peter’s  with  their  concerns,  in  order  to 
fecure  a refource  in  times  of  diftrefs. 

The  few  rich  inhabitants,  whofe  fortunes 
feemed  to  place  them  above  thefe  wants,  were  in 
fome  degree  compelled  to  apply  to  this  fadlory. 
The  trading  captains,  finding  a port  where  they 
might  with  advantage  complete  their  bufinefs, 
without  ftirring  out  of  their  warehoufes,  or  even 
of  their  Ihips,  forfook  Fort  Royal,  Trinity  Fort, 
and  all  the  other  places  where  an  arbitrary  price 
was  put  upon  the  commodities,  and  where  the 
payments  were  flow  and  uncertain.  By  this  re- 
volution, the  colonifts,  being  confined  to  their 
works,  which  require  a confiant  and  daily  at- 
tendance, could  no  longer  go  out  to  difpofe  of 
their  produce.  They  were  therefore  obliged  to 
intruft  it  to  able  men,  who,  being  fettled  at  the 
only  frequented  fea-port,  were  ready  to  feize  the 
mofi  favourable  opportunities  for  buying  and  fell- 
ing; an  inefiimable  advantage  this,  in  a country 
where  trade  is  continually  flu6l:uating.  Guada- 
lupe and  Granada  followed  this  example,  induced 
by  the  fame  motives. 

The  war  of  1744  put  a fiop  to  this  profperity; 
not  that  the  fault  was  in  Martinico  itfelf.  It’s 
navy,  confiantly  exercifed,  and  accufiomed  to 
frequent  engagements,  which  the  carrying  on  of 
a contraband  trade  required,  was  prepared  for 
action.  In  lefs  than  fix  months,  forty  privateers, 
fitted  out  at  St.  Peter’s,  fpread  themfelves  about 
the  latitudes  of  the  Caribbee  Iflands.  They  fig- 
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nalized  themfelves  in  a manner  worthy  of  the  an- 
tient  freebooters.  They  were  conliantly  return- 
ing in  triumph,  and  laden  with  an  immenfc 
booty.  Yet,  in  the  midd  of  thefe  fuccefles,  an- 
intire  flop  was  put  to  the  navigation  of  the  colony, 
both'  to  the  Spanifli  coaft  and  to  Canada,  and 
they  were  conftantiy  difturbed  even  on  their  own 
coafts.  The  few  Ihips  that  came  from  France^ 
in  order  to  corapenfate  the  hazards  they  wery  ex- 
pofed  to  by  the  lofs  of  their  commodities,  fold 
them  at  a very  advanced  price,  and  bought  them- 
at  a very  low  one.  By  this  means  the  produce 
decreafed  in  value,;  the  lands  were  but  ill  culti- 
vated, the  works  negleded,  and  the  flaves  pe- 
rifliing.  for  want.  Every  thing  was  in  a declining 
date,  and  tending  to  decay.  The  peace  at  lad 
redored  the  freedom  of  trade,  and  with  it  the 
hopes  of  recovering  the  antient  profperity  of  the 
idand.  The  event  did  not  anfwer  the  pains  that 
were  taken  to  attain  it. 

Two  years  had  not  yet  elapfed  fince  the  cefla- 
tion  of  hodilities,  when  the  colony  iod  the  con- 
traband trade  die  carried  on  with  the  American 
Spaniards.  This  revolution  was  not  owen  to  the 
vigilance  of  the  guarda-codas.  As  it  is  more  the 
intered  of  the  traders  to  fet  them  at  defiance, 
than  their’s  to  defend  themfelves  -,  the  former  are 
apt  to  defpife  men  who  are  ill  paid  to  protedl 
fuch  rights,  or  enforce  fuch  prohibitions  as  are 
oftentimes  unjud.  The  fubditution  of  regider 
Blips  to  the  fleets  was  the  caufe  that  confined  the 
attempts  of  the  fmugglers  within  very  narrow  li- 
mits. In  the  new  fydem,  the  number  of  fhips 
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was  undetermined,  and  the  time  of  their  arrival 
uncertain,  which  occaiioned  a variation  in  the 
price  of  commodities  unknow’n  before.  From 
that  time  the  fmuggler,  who  only  engaged  in  this 
trade  from  the  certainty  of  a fixed  and  conftant 
profit  would  no  longer  purfue  it,  when  it  did 
not  fecure  him  an  equivalent  to  the  rifques  he 
ran. 

But  this  lofs  v/as  not  fio  fenfibly  felt  by  the  co- 
lony, as  the  hardfhips  brought  upon  them  by  the 
mother- country.  An  unfleilful  adminiftration 
clogged  the  reciprocal  and  neceffary  connexion 
betv/een  the  iflands  and  North  America  with  fo 
many  formalities,  that  in  1755  Martinico  fent  but 
four  veficls  to  Canada.  The  direflion  of  the 
colony,  now  committed  to  the  care  of  avari- 
cious and  ignorant  clerks,  foon  lofl:  it’s  import- 
ance, funk -into  contempt,  and  was  proftituted 
•to  venality. 

In  the  mean  while  the  trade  of  France  was  not 
yet  affected  by  the  decay  of  Martinico.  The 
French  found  traders  in  the  road  of  St.  Peter’s, 
who  purchafed  their  cargoes  at  a good  price,  and 
fent  their  ihips  home  with  expedition.,  and  richly 
•laden  ; and  they  never  inquired  from  what  parti- 
•cular  colony  the  confumption  and  produce 
arofe.  Even  the  Negroes  who  were  carried  there 
were  fold  .at  a high  price'i  but  few  remained. 
The  greateft  part  were,  fent  to  the  Granades,  to 
Guadalupe,  and  even  to  the  Neutral  Iflands, 
which,  notwithftanding  the  unlimited  freedom 
they  enjoyed,  preferred  the  flaves  brought  by  the 
French,  to  thofe  the  Englifli  offered,  though  ap- 
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parently  on  better  terms.  They  were  convinced, 
from  long  experience,  that  the  chofen  Negroes, 
who  coft  the  moft,  enriched  their  lands,  while 
the  plantations  did  not  flourifh  in  the  hands  of  tKe 
Negroes  bought  at  a lower  price.  But  thefe  pro- 
fits of  the  mother-country  were  foreign,  and  rather 
hurtful  to  Martinico. 

She  had  not  yet  repaired  her  Ioffes  during  the 
peace,  nor  paid  off  the  debts  which  a feries  of  ca- 
lamities had  obliged  her  to  contrail  j when  war, 
the  greatefl;  of  all  evils,  broke  out  afrefh.  A feries 
of  misfortunes  for  France,  after  repeated  defeats 
and  Ioffes,  made  Martinico  fall  into  the  hands  of 
the  Englifh.  It  was  reftored  in  July  1763,  fixteen 
months  after  it  had  been  conquered;  but  deprived 
of  all  the  neceffary  means  of  profperity,  that  had 
made  it  of  fo  much  importance.  For  fome  years 
paft,  the  contraband  trade  carried  on  to  the  Spa- 
nifh  coafts  was  almofl  intirely  loft.  The  ceffion  of 
Canada  and  of  Louifiana  had  precluded  all  hopes 
of  opening  again  a communication,  which  had 
only  been  interrupted  by  temporary  miftakes. 
The  produdlions  of  the  Granades,  St.  Vincent, 
and  Dominica,  which  were  now  become  Britifh 
dominions,  could  no  longer 'be  brought  into 
their  harbours  ; and  a new  regulation  of  the 
mother-country,  which  forbad  her  having  any 
intercourfe  with  Guadalupe,  left  her  no  hopes 
from  that  quarter. 

The  colony,  thus  deftitute,  could  depend  upon 
nothing  but  it’s  cultures  ; unfortunately,  at  the 
period  when  it’s  inhabitants  began  to  attend  to 
them  with  advantage,  there  appeared  in  the  ifland 
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a fpecies  of  ant  unknow’n  in  America,  before  it 
had  exercifed  fuch  ravages  in  Barbadoes,  that  it 
was  deliberated,  whether  it  would  not  be  proper 
to  abandon  a colony  formerly  fo  flourifhing.  It 
is  not  know’n  whether  this  infect  was  transferred 
to  Martinico  from  the  Continent,  or  from  this 
illand.  It  is  however  certain,  that  it  occafioned 
inexpreffible  ravages  in  all  the  fugar  plantations 
in  the  ifland  where  it  appeared.  This  calamity, 
which  had  been  too  ineffectually  refifted,  had 
lafted  for  eleven  years,  when  the  colonifts  affem- 
bled  on  the  9th  of  March  1775,  announced  a re- 
ward of  666,000  livres  *,  for  the  perfon  who 
fliould  find  a remedy  againft  thefe  deftrudtivç 
fcourges.  This  important  fecret  hath  been  al- 
ready difcovered  and  praftifed  by  an  officer  nam- 
ed Defvoufe,  upon  one  of  the  plantations  the 
molt  infefted  with  ants.  This  excellent  cultivator 
had  obtained  plentiful  crops  by  multiplying  the 
labours,  the  manure,  and  the  weedings,  by  burn- 
ing the  ftraw  in  which  this  infect  concealed  itfelf, 
by  replanting  the  fugar  canes  after  every  crop, 
and  by  difpofing  them  in  fuch  a manner  as  to 
facilitate  the  circulation  of  the  air.  This  exam- 
ple hath  at  length  been  followed  by  the  rich  co- 
ionifts,  others  will  imitate  it  . in  proportion  to 
their  means,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  in  pro- 
cefs  of  time,  the  recolleflion  only  will  remain  of 
this  great  difafter. 

This  calamity  was  raging  in  it’s  greatefl  force, 
when  the  hurricane  of  1766,  the  moft  furious  of 
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thofe  which  had  ravaged  MartiniGo,  deftroyed 
the  provifions  and  the  harvefts,  rooted  up  the 
trees,  and  even  overthrew  the  buildings.  The 
deftru6lion  was  fo  general,  that  fcarce  a few  in- 
habitants rennained  able  to  adminilter  comfort  to 
fo  many  unfortunate  people,  and  to  relieve  fo 
many  miferies. 

The  high  price  to  which  for  fome  time  coffee 
had  rifen,  affifted  them  in  fupporting  thefe  mis- 
fortunes. This  produflion,  which  had  been  too 
much  cultivated,  fell  into  difgrace,  and  the 
planters  preferved  only  the  regretof  havingdevoted 
their  lands  to  a commodity,  the  value  of  which 
was  no  more  fufficient  for  their  fubfillence. 

To  complete  thefe  misfortunes,  the  mother- 
country  fuffered  the  colony  to  be  in  ^ant  of  the 
perfons  neceffary  for  the  labours  of  it;  for  from 
the  year  1764,  to  1774,  the  trade  of  France  did 
not  introduce  into  Martinico  more  than  three 
hundred  and  forty-five  flaves,  one  year  with 
another.  The  inhabitants  were  reduced  to  the 
neceffity  of  renewing  their  men  from  the  refufe 
of  the  Englifh  cargoes  clandeflinely  introduced. 

An  enlightened  minifter,  whofe  watchful  care 
would  have  extended  itfelf  to  all  parts  of  the  em- 
pire, would  have  alleviated  the  fate  of  a great 
fettlement  fo  cruelly  afflicted,  but  this  was  not 
the  cafe.  New  offices  eftabliffled  on  the  colony 
were  fublfituted  to  thofe  fuccours  it  had  a right 
to  expe6t. 

In  the  French  fettlements  in  the  New  World, 
and  undoubtedly  in  thofe  of  other  nations  like- 
wife,  the  Africans  grew  extremely  depraved 

and 
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and  this  was,  becaufe  they  were  certain  of  impu- 
nity. Their  mafters,  feduced  by  a blind  motive 
ofintereft,  never  brought  the  criminals  tojuftice. 
In  order  to  put  a flop  to  this  great  mifchief,  the 
black  code  regulated  that  the  price  of  every  flave 
who  fhould  be  condemned  to  death,  after  inform- 
ation lodged  'againfl;  him  with  the  magiftratç 
by  the  proprietor,  fhould  be  paid  for  by  the  co- 
lony. 

Collections  were  immediately  made  for  this 
ufeful  purpofe  j but  part  of  them  was  foon  em- 
ployed in  expences  foreign  to  their  inftitution. 
That  of  Martinico  was  ftill  more  opprelTed  than 
the  others  with  thefe  ads  of  injufticej^  when  in 
1771,  it  was  burthened  with  the  expences  in- 
curred by  the  chamber  of  agriculture  belonging 
to  the  colony,  and  with  the  falary  of  a deputy, 
which  it’s  council  keeps  to  no  purpofe  in  the  mo- 
ther-country. 

Oppression  was  carried  ftill  further.  The  du- 
ties which  the  government  colleded  at  Mar- 
tinipo,  were  originally  very  trifling,  and  were 
paid  in  provifions,  which  were  changed  into  me- 
tals, when  thefe  univerfal  agents  of  commerce 
were  multiplied  in  the  ifland.  Neverthelefs,  the 
impoft  was  moderate  till  1763,  when  it  was  raifed 
to  eight  hundred  thoufand  livres  *.  Three  years 
after,  it  l^fecame  necelTary  to  lower  it,  but  this  di- 
minution, extorted  by  the  calamities  of  the  times, 
was  put  a ftop  to  in  1762.  The  tribute  was 
lowered  again  in  1778,  to  the  fum  of  666,000 

* ^33>333  l*  6s.  8d, 

livres. 
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* xiiL  livres»,  which  is  equal  to  a 'million  f in  the 
* iflands.  It  is  paid  by  a poll-tax  upon  the  white 
people  and  upon  the  Negroes,  by  a tax  of  five 
per  cent,  on  the  rent  of  houfes,  by  a duty  of  one 
per  cent,  on  all  heavy  merchandize  which  enters 
the  colony,  and  an  equal  duty  upon  all  provifions 
that  are  exported  from  it,  except  coffee,  which 
pays  three  per  cent. 

Prefentflate  Qn  the  firft  of  January  1778,  the  population 
efMamm-  thoufand  white 

people  of  all  ages,  and  of  both  fexes  j three  thou- 
fand free  Negroes  or  Mulattoes,  and  upwards  of 
fourfcore  thoufand  flaves,  though  it’s  calculations 
did  not  amount  to  more’  than  feventy-two  thou- 
fand. 

It’s  cattle  confifted  of  eight  thoufand  two  hun- 
dred mules  or  horfes  j nine  thoufand  feven  hun- 
dred head  of  horned  cattle,  and  thirteen  thoufand 
one  hundred  hogs,  fheep,  or  goats. 

It’s  fugar  plantations  amounted  to  two  hundred 
fifty-feven,  which  occupied  ten  thoufand  three 
hundred  and  ninety-feven  fquares  of  land.  It 
cultivated  fixteen  millions  fix  hundred  two  thou- 
fand eight  hundred  and  feventy  coffee  plants  i one 
million  four  hundred  thirty  thoufand  and  twenty 
cacao  plants;  and  one  million'fix  hundred  forty- 
eight  thoufand  five  hundred  and  fifty  cotton 
plants. 

In  i775j  the  French  navigators  loaded  at  Mar- 
tinico  one  hundred  and  twenty-two  veffels,!  with 
two  hundred  and  forty-four  thoufand  four 

* 27,750!.  f 41,6661.  13  s.  4d. 
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hundred  and  thirty-eight  quintals,  fifty-eight 
pounds  of  clayed  or  raw  fugar,  which  were  fold 
in  the  mother-country  for  9,97 1>  155  livres,  3 fols, 
7 deniers  * •• j with  ninety-fix  thoufand  eight  hun- 
dred and  eighty-nine  quintals,  fixty-eight 
pounds  of  coffee,  which  were  fold  for  4-y577>^S9 
livres,  16  fols  f j eleven  hundred  and  forty-feven 
quintals  eight  pounds  of  indigo,  which  were  fold 
for  975,018  livres  J i eight  thoufand  fix  hundred 
and  fifty-fix  quintals,  fixty-three  pounds  of  cacao, 
which  were  fold  for  605,964 livres,  12  fols  §5 
eleven  thoufand  and  twelve  quintals  of  cotton, 
which  were  fold  for  2,753,100  livres  ||  ; nine  hun- 
dred and  nineteen  hides,  which  were  fold  for  8,271 
livres  ^ -,  twenty-nine  quintals  ten  pounds  of  rope- 
yarn,  which  were  fold  for  29,100  livres  nine- 
teen hundred  fixty-fix  quintals,  thirty-five  pounds 
of  black  caffia,  which  were  fold  for  52,980  livres, 
10  fols  ft  i one  hundred  and  twenty-five  quintals 
of  wood,  which  were  fold  for  3,125  livres  Jl}!; 
the  total  amount  of  thefe  articles  was  1 8,97 5,974 
livres,  i fol,  7 deniers  §§  j but  this  fum  did  not 
entirely  belong  to  the  colony  ; a little  more  than 
a quarter  of  it  belonged  to  St.  Lucia  and  Guada- 
lupe, which  had  fent  part  of  their  productions  to 
Martinico. 

All  thofe  who  from  inftinft  or  duty  are  con- 
cerned for  the  interefl;  of  their  country,  would 
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® xin  produdlions  multiplied  at  Marti- 

i nico.  It  is  well  know’n,  indeed,  that  the  center 
of  the  ifland,  full  of  horrid  rocks,  is  ^unfit  for 
the  culture  of  fugar,  coffee,  or  cotton  ; that  too 
much  moifture  would  be  hurtful  to  thefe  produc- 
tions; and  that,  fhould  they  fucceed,  the  charges 
of  carriage  acrofs  mountains  and  precipices  would 
abforb  the  profits  of  the  crops.  But  in  this  large 
fpace  meadows  would  turn  to  very  good  account. 
The  foil  is  excellent  for  pafture,  and  only  wants 
the  attention  of  government  to  furnilh  the  inha- 
bitants with  the  neceffary  increafe  of  cattle  both 
for  labour  and  food.  There  are  other  fpots  on 
the  ifland  where  the  foil  is  ungrateful.  Craggy 
territories  which  have  been  levelled  by  the  tor- 
rents and  the  rains;  fwampy  grounds,  which  it 
would  be  difficult,  and  perhaps  impoffible  to  dry 
up  ; and  ftony  lands,  which  cannot  be  fertilized 
by  any  kind  of  labour.  The  obfervers,  however, 
who  are  the  moft  acquainted  with  the  colony, 
unanimoufly  agree,  that  thefe  cultures  are  capa- 
ble of  being  increafed  nearly ffiy  one-third,  and 
that  even  this  improvement  might  be  brought 
about  by  a better  and  more  fteady  method  of  cul- 
tivation, without  any  further  clearing  of  lands. 
But  in  order  to  attain  to  this  improvement,  a 
greater  number  of  flaves  would  be  required.  It 
is  a confiderable  thing  that  the  inhabitants  have 
been  able  to  preferve,  till  our  time,  their  works  in 
the  fame  ftate  as  they  had  received  them  from 
their  anceftors.  We  do  not  think  that  it  will  be 
in  their  power  to  increafe  them. 


The 
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The  proprietors  of  the  lands  at  Martinico  may  ® ^ 

be  divided  into  four  clafles.  The  firft  are  pof-  ' — 
fefled  of  a hundred  large  fugar  plantations,  in- 
which  twelve  thoufand  Negroes  are  employed. 

The  fécond  have  one  hundred  and  fifty,  worked 
by  nine  thoufand  blacks.  The  third  clafs  pof- 
fefs  thirty-fix,  v/ith  two  thoufand  blacks.  The 
fourth,  devoted  to  the  culture  of  coffee,  cotton, 
cocoa,  and  caffava,  may  employ  twelve  thoufand 
Negroes.  The  remaining  flaves  of  both  fexes 
are  engaged  in  domeftic  fervices,  in  fifhing,  or 
in  navigation,  they  are  children  or  infirm  per- 
fons. 

The  firft  clafs  confifts  entirely  of  rich  people. 

Their  culture  is  carried  to  the  higheft  degree  of 
perfection,  and  they  are  able  to  preferve  it  in  the 
fiourifhing  ftate  to  which  they  have  brought  it. 

Even  the  expences  they  muft  be  at  for  replacing 
deficiencies,  are  not  fo  great  as  thofe  of  the  lefs 
wealthy  planter,  as  the  flaves  born  upon  thefc 
plantations  fupply  the  place  of  thofe  deftroyed  by 
time  and  labour. 

The  fécond  clafs,  which  is  that  of  planters  in 
eafy  circumftances,  have  but  half  the  hands  that 
would  be  neceflary  to  acquire  a fortune  equal  to 
that  of  the  opulent  proprietors.  If  they  were 
even  able  to  buy  the  number  of  flaves  they  want, 
they  would  be  deterred  from  it  by  fatal  experi- 
ence. Nothing  can  be  more  imprudent  than  the 
cuftom  of  putting  a great  number  of  frefh  Negroes 
upon  a plantation.  The  ficknefs  thofe  miferable 
wretches  are  liable  to,  from  a change  of  climate 
and  dietj  the  trouble  of  inuring  them  to  a kind 
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® xin  ^ labour  to  which  they  are  not  accuftomed,  and 
V.  -^--1  « which  they  diflike,  cannot  but  difguft  a planter, 
from  the  conftant  and  laborious  attention  he  muft 
pay  to  this  training  up  of  men  for  the  cultivation 
of  land.  The  moft  adlive  proprietor,  is  he,  who  is 
able  to  increafe  his  works  by  one-fixth  of  the 
number  of  Haves  every  year.  Thus  the  fécond 
clafs  might  acquire  fifteen  hundred  blacks  yearly, 
if  the  net  produce  of  their  lands  would  admit  of  it. 
But  they  mufl  not  expedt  to  meet  with  credit. 
The  merchants  in  France  do  not  feem  difpofed 
to  truft  them  j and  thofc  who  circulated  their 
flock  in  the  colony,  no  fooner  found  that  they 
could  not  make  ufe  of  it  without  running  confider- 
able  rifques,  than  they  removed  it  to  Europe,  or 
to  St.  Domingo. 

The  third  clafs,  which  are  but  little  removed 
from  indigence,  cannot  change  their  lituation  by 
any  means  which  the  natural  courfe  of  trade  can 
fupply.  It  is  a matter  of  difficulty  for  them  to 
be  able  to  fubfifl.  The  indulgence  of  govern-  ' 
ment  can  alone  put  them  into  fuch  a flouriffiing 
condition  as  to  render  them  ufeful  to  the  ftate, 
by  lending  them,  without  interefl,  the  fums  they 
may  want,  to  raife  their  plantations.  This  clafs 
might  employ  a greater  number  of  freffi  Negroes 
than  we  have  allotted  to  the  fécond,  without  the 
fame  inconveniences  j becaufe  each  planter  hav- 
ing fewer  Haves  to  look  after,  will  be  able  to 
pay  a greater  attention  to  thofe  he  may  pur- 
chafe. 

The  fourth  clafs,  who  are  employed  in  cul- 
tures of  lefs  importance  than  that  of  fugar,  do 

not 


IN  THE  EAST  AND  WEST  INDIES. 

not  ftand  in  need  of  fuch  powerful  helps,  to  re- 
cover that  eafe  and  plenty  from  which  they  are 
fallen,  by  war,  hurricanes,  and  other  misfor- 
tunes. Could  thefe  two  laft  clafles  but  make  an 
acquifition  of  fifteen  hundred  flaves  every  year, 
it  would  be  fufficient  to  raife  them  to  that  degree 
of  profperity  to  which  their  induftry  naturally  in- 
titles them. 

Thus  Martinico  might  hope  to  revive  her  de- 
clining plantations,  and  to  recover  the  firft  fplen- 
dour  to  which  her  diligence  had  raifed  her,  if  flie 
could  get  a yearly  acceflion  of  three  thoufand 
Negroes.  But  it  is  well  know’n  that  fhe  is  not  in  a 
condition  to  pay  for  thefe  recruits.  She  owes  the 
mother- country,  for  balance  of  trade,  about  a 
million  *.  A feries  of  misfortunes  has  obliged  her 
to  borrow  four  millions -j-  of  the  merchants  fettled 
in  the  town  of  St.  Peter.  The  engagements  fhe  has 
entered  into  on  account  of  divided  inheritances, 
and  thofe  fhe  has  contrafted  for  the  purchafe  of  a 
number  of  plantations,  have  made  her  infolvent. 
This  defperate  ftate  will  neither  allow  her  the 
means  of  foon  recovering  her  former  fituation,  nor 
the  ambition  of  purfuing  that  road  to  fortune 
which  once  lay  open  to  her. 

Add  to  this,  that  fhe  Hands  expofed  to  invafion. 
But  though  there  are  a number  of  places  where 
the  enemy  may  land,  yet  they  will  never  make 
the  attempt.  It  would  indeed  be  fruitlefs,  becaufe 
of  the  impofiibility  of  bringing  up  the  artillery 
and  ammunition,  acrofs  fuch  a rugged  country  to 
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Fort  Royal,  which  defends  the  whole  colony.  If 
is  in  this  latitude  only  that  the  enemy  would  fail,  in 
order  to  make  fuch  an  attempt. 

In  the  front  of  this  ftrong  and  principal  place  of 
defence  is  a famous  harbour,  fituated  on  the  fide  of 
a broad  bay,  that  cannot  be  entered  without  many 
tackings,  which  muft  decide  the  fate  of  any  fhip 
that  is  forced  to  avoid  an  engagement.  If  (he  hap- 
pens to  be  unrigged,  or  is  a bad  Tailor,  or  meets 
with  fome  accident  from  the  variations  of  the 
fqualls  of  wind,  the  currents,  or  whirlpools,  fhe 
will  fall  into  the  hands  of  an  aflailant  that  is 
a better  failor.  The  garrifon  of  the  fortrefs  itfelf 
may  become  a ufelefs  and  inglorious  fpedator  of 
the  defeat  of  a whole  fquadron,  as  it  has  been  often 
of  the  taking  of  merchant  fhips. 

The  infide  of  the  harbour  is  much  injured  on 
account  of  the  hulks  of  feveral  fliips  that  have 
been  funk  there,  to  keep  out  the  Englifh  in  the  lafl; 
war.  Thefe  veflfels  have  been  taken  up  again;  but 
it  will  ftill  require  a confiderable  expence  to  re- 
move the  heaps  of  fand  which  had  gathered  about 
them,  and  to  put  the  harbour  in  the  fame  Hate 
it  was  before.  This  work  will  not  admit  of  any 
delay;  for  the  port,  though  not  very  fpacious,  is 
the  only  one  where  fhips  of  all  rates  can  winter; 
the  only  one  where  they  can  be  fupplied  with 
mails,  fails,  cables,  and  excellent  water,  which  is 
brought  there  from  the  diftance  of  a league  by  a 
very  well-contrived  canal,  and  which  may  be  eafily 
procured,  ^ 

An  enemy  will  always  land  near  to  this  harbour, 
and  there  is  no  pofTibility  of  preventing  them, 

whatever 
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"whatever  precautions  be  taken.  The  war  could 
only  be  carried  on  againft  them  in  the  field;  it 
could  not  be  continued  for  any  time,  and  the 
people  would  foon  be  reduced  to  fhut  themfelves 
up  in  their  fortifications. 

They  formerly  had  no  other  fortification  than 
Fort  Royal,  where  immenfe  fums  had  been  bu- 
ried through  want  of  flcill  under  a ridge  of  moun- 
tains, All  the  knowlege  of  the  ableft  engineers 
has  never  been  fufficient  to  give  any  degree  of 
firength  or  folidity  to  works  occafionally  erected 
by  the  molt  unflcilful  hands,  and  without  any  fort 
of  plan.  ,They  have  been  obliged  to  content 
themfelves  with  adding  a covered  way,  a rampart 
and  flanks,  to  fuch  parts  of  the  place  as  would 
admit  of  them.  But  the  work  of  the  moft  con- 
fequence  has  been  to  cut  into  the  rock,  which 
eafily  gives  way;  and  to  dig  fubterraneous  rooms, 
which  are  airy,  wholefome,  and  fit  to  fecure 
warlike  (lores  and  provifions;  as  alfo  to  (helter 
the  fick,  and  to  defend  the  foldiers,  and  fuch  of 
the  inhabitants  whofe  attachment  to  their  country 
would  infpire  them  with  courage  to  defend  the 
colony.  It  has  been  thought,  that  men  who  were 
lure  of  finding  a fafe  retreat  in  thele  caverns,  after 
having  expofed  their  lives  on  the  ramparts,  would 
foon  forget  their  fatigues,  and  face  the  enemy  with 
frelh  vigour.  This  idea  was  fortunate  and  fenfi- 
ble,  and  mufl;  have  been  fuggefted,  if  not  by  a 
patriotic  government,  at  lead  by  fome  fenfible 
and  humane  minifter. 

But  the  bravery  this  mud  infpire  could  not  be 
fufficient  to  preferve  a place  which  is  commanded 
VoL.  VI.  H on 
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on  all  fides.  It  was  therefore  thought  advifeable 
to  fix  upon  fome  more  advantageous  fituation  5 
and  the  point  called  Morne  Gamier  was  chofen 
for  this  purpofe,  which  is  higher  by  thirty-five 
or  forty  feet  than  the  higheft  tops  of  Patate, 
Tortenfon,  and  Cartouche,  all  which  overlook 
Fort  Royal. 

Upon  this  eminence  a citadel  has  been  raifed, 
confifting  of  four  baftions.  The  baffcions  in  front, 
the  covered  way,  the  refervoirs  for  water,  the 
powder  magazines;  all  thefe  means  of  defence 
are  ready.  The  cazernes,  and  other  neceflary 
buildings,  will  foon  complete  the  work.  If  even 
the  redoubts  and  the  batteries,  intended  to  force 
the  enemy  to  make  their  defcent  at  a greater  dif- 
tance  than  Cafco  bay,  where  they  landed  at  thé 
laft  invafion,  fliould  not  be  attended  with  the 
efFedb  that  is  expedled  from  them  j yet  ftill  the 
colony  would  be  able  to  refift  about  three  months. 
Fifteen  hundred  men  will  defend  the  Morrie  Gar- 
nier for  thirty  or  fix-and-thirty  days  againfl:  an 
army  of  fifteen  thoufand  j and  twelve  hundred 
men  will  fuftain  themfelves  for  twenty  or  five-' 
çind-twenty  days  in  Fort  Royal,  which  cannot  be’ 
attacked  till  Gamier  been  taken.  This  is 
all  that  can  be  expedled  from  an  expence  of  ten 
millions  of  livres*. 

Those,  who  are  of  opinion  that  thé  navy  alone 
ought  to  protedl  the  colonies,  think  that  fo  con- 
j(iderable  an  expence  hath  been  mifapplied.  ^As  it 
was  not  poflible,  in  their  opinion,  to  etecl  forti- 
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fications,  and  to  build  (hips  at  the  fame  time,  the  ® ^ 

preference  ought  to  have  been  given  to  the  latter,  ' -J 

as  being  indifpenfably  neceffarv}  efpecially  if  the 
impetuofity  in  the  charafler  of  the  French  difpofes 
them  to  attack  rather  than  to  defend,  they  ought 
fooner  to  deftroy  than  ereél  fortrelTes  j or  none 
but  fhips  (hould  be  built,  thofe  moveable  ram- 
parts which  carry  war  with  theni,  inftead  of  waitr- 
ing for  it.  Any  power  that  aims  at  trade,  and 
the  eftablifhment  of  colonies,  mult  have  Ihips, 
which  bring  in  men  and  wealth,  and  increafe 
population  and  circulation  j whereas  baftions  and 
foldiers  are  only  fit  to  confume  men  and  provi- 
fions.  All  that  the  court  of  Verfailles  can  expedt 
from  the  expence  they  have  incurred  at  Martinico, 
is,  that  if  the  ifland  diould  be  attacked  by  the 
only  enemy  it  has  to  fear,  there  will  be  time 
enough  to  relieve  it.  The  Englifii  proceed 
llowly  in  a fiege  i they  always  go  on  by  rule,  and 
nothing  diverts  them  from  completing  any  works 
that  concern  the  fafety  of  the  affailants  ; for  they 
efleem  the  life  of  a foldier  of  more  confequence 
than  the  lofs  of  time.  This  maxim,  fo  fenfiblc 
in  itfelf,  is,  perhaps,  mifapplied  in  the  deftruc- 
tive  climate  of  America  j but  it  is  the  maxim  of 
a people,  whofe  foldiers  are  engaged  in  the  fer- 
vice  of  the  ftate,  not  mercenaries  paid  by  the 
prince.  But  whatever  be  the  future  fate  of  Mar- 
tinico, it  is  now  time  to  inquire  into  the  prefent 
ftate  of  Quadalupe. 

This  ifland,  which  is  of  an  irregular  form,  may  The  French 
be  about  eighty  leagues  in  circumference.  It  is  daiupc.  ca. 
divided  into  two  parts  by  a fmall  arm  of  tlie  fea,  JhTy^'Vpe- 

1^1  Z which  riwee  there. 


ICO 


HISTORY  OF  SETTLEMENTS  AND  TRADE 


® XII?  ^ which  is  not  above  two  leagues  long,  and  from 
— V— — > fifteen  to  forty  toifes  broad.  This  canal,  know’n 
by  the  name  of  the  fait  river,  is  navigable,  but 
will  only  carry  Indian  boats. 

That  part  of  the  ifland  which  gives  it’s  name 
to  the  whole  colony,  is,  towards  the  center,  full 
of  craggy  rocks,  and  fo  coldjthat  nothing  will  grow 
there  but  fern,  and  fome  ufelefs  fhrubs  covered 
with  mofs.  On  the  top  of  thefe  rocks,  k moun- 
tain called  la  SouphricrCi  or  the  Brimftone  moun- 
tain, rifes  to  an  immenfe  height  into  the  middle 
region  of  the  air.  It  exhales,  through  various 
openings,  a thick  black  fmoke,  intermixed  with 
fparks  that  are  vifible  by  night.  From  all  thefe 
hills  flow  numberlefs  fprings,  which  fertilize  the 
plains  below,  and  moderate  the  burning  heat  of 
the  climate  by  a refrefhing  ftream,  fo  celebrated, 
that  the  galleons,  which  formerly  ufed  to  touch  at 
the  Windward  Iflands,  had  orders  to  renew  their 
provifion  with  this  pure  and  falubrious  water. 
Such  is  that  part  of  the  ifland  properly  called 
Guadalupe,  That  which  is  commonly  called 
Grande  Terre,  has  not  been  fo  much  favoured  by 
nature.  The  foil  is  not  fo  fertile,  or  the  climate 
fo  wholefome  or  fo  pleafant.  It  is,  indeed,  lefs 
rugged  i but  it  wants  fprings  and  rivers.  There 
are  even  no  fprings  to  be  found  there,  Aque- 
dufls,  which  would  not  be  very  expenfive,  would 
undoubtedly,  in  procefs  of  time,  enable  it  to 
enjoy  this  advantage  in  common  with  the  other 
part  of  the  colony. 

No  European  nation  had  yet  taken  polTefllon  of 
îhis  ifland,  when  five  hundred  and  fifty  French- 
men, 
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men,  led  on  by  two  gentlemen  named  Loline  and  ® ® ^ 

Diipleffis,  arrived  there  from  Dieppe  on  the  28th  * 

of  June,  1635.  They  had  been  very  imprudent 
in  their  preparations.  Their  provifions  were  fo  ill 
chofen,  that  they  were  fpoiled  in  the  palTagej  and 
they  had  (hipped  fo  few,  that  they  were  exhaufted 
in  two  months.  They  were  fupplied  with  none 
from  the  mother-country.  St.  Chriftopher’s,  whe- 
ther from  fcarcity  or  defign,  refufed  to  (pare  them 
any;  and  the  firft  attempts  in  hufbandry  they 
made  in  the  country,  could  not  yet  afford  any 
thing.  No  refource  was  left  for  the  colony  but 

W 4 

from  the  favages;  but  the  fuperfluities  of  a people 
who  cultivate  but  little,  and  therefore  had  never 
laid  up  any  (lores,  could  not  be  very  confiderable. 

The  new  comers,  not  content  with  what  the  fa- 
vages might  freely  and  voluntarily,  bring,  came 
to  a refolution  to  plunder  them  ; and  hoftilities 
commenced  on  the  i6th  of  January,  1636. 

The  Caribs,  not  thinking  themfelves  in  a con- 
dition openly  to  refill  an  enemy  w'ho  had  fo  much 
the  advantage  from  the  fuperiority  of  their  arms, 
deftroyed  their  own  provifions  and  plantations, 
and  retired  to  Grande  Terre,  or  to  the  neighbour- 
ing iflands.  From  thence  the  moft  defperate  came 
over  to  the  ifland  from  which  they  had  been 
driven,  and  concealed  themfelves  in  the  thickeft 
parts  of  the  forefts.  In  the  day-time  they  (hot 
with  their  poifoned  arrows,  or  knocked  down  with 
their  clubs,  all  the  French  who  were  fcattered 
about  for  hunting  or  fi(hing.  In  the  night,  they 
burned  the  dwellings, and  deftroyed  the  plantations 
of  their  unjuft  fpoilers. 
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Guadalupe 
recovers  by 
degrees  from 
it^s  mife- 
ries,  but 
does  not  be- 
come a Sou 
rifhiog  co- 
lony ’till 
after  ii.iving 
been  con- 
quered by 
England. 


A DREADFUL  famine  was  the  confcquence  of 
this  kind  of  war.  The  colonifts  were  reduced  to 
graze  in  the  fields,  to  eat  their  own  excrements, 
and  to  dig  up  dead  bodies  for  their  fubfiftence. 
Many  who  had  been  flaves  at  Algiers,  held  in  ab- 
horrence the  hands  that  had  broken  their  fetters  9 
and  all  of  them  curfed  their  exiftence.  It  was  in  this 
manner  that  they  atoned  for  the  crime  of  their 
invafion,  ’till  the  government  of  Aubert  brought 
about  a peace  with  the  favages  at  the  end  of  the 
year  1640.  When  we  confider  the  injuftice  of 
the  hoftilities  which  the  Europeans  have  com- 
mitted all  over  America,  we  are  almoft  tempted 
to  rejoice  at  their  misfortunes,  and  at  all  the 
judgments  that  purfue  thofe  inhuman  oppreflbrs. 
We  are  ready,  from  motives  of  humanity,  to  re- 
nounce the  ties  that  bind  us  to  the  inhabitants  of 
our  own  hemifphere,  to  change  our  connections, 
and  to  contrafl  beyond  the  feas,  with  the  favage 
Indians,  an  alliance  which  unites  all  mankind, 
that  of  misfortune  and  compafiion. 

The  remembrance,  however,  of  hard Ihips  en- 
dured in  an  invaded  ifland,  proved  a powerful  in- 
citement to  the  cultivation  of  all  articles  of  imme- 
diate neceffityj  which  afterwards  induced  an  atten- 
tion to  -thofe  of  luxury  confumed  in  the  mother- 
country.  The  few  inhabitants  who  had  efcaped 
the  calamities  they  had  draw’n  upon  themfelves, 
were  foon  joined  by  fome  difcontentcd  colonills 
from  St.  Chriftopher’s,  by  Europeans  fond  of  no- 
velty, by  failors  tired  of  navigation,  and  by  fom.e 
fea-captains,  who  prudently  chofe  to  commit  to 
the  care  of  a grateful  foil  the  treafures  they  had 
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faved  from  the  dangers  of  the  fea.  But  ftill  the 
profperity  of  Guadalupe  was  (topped,  or  impeded, 
by  obftacles  arifing  from  it's  fituation. 

The  facility  with  which  the  pirates  from  the 
neighbouring  iflands  could  car-ry  off  their  cattle, 
their  flaves,  their  very  crops,  frequently  brought 
them  into  a very  defperate  fituation.  Inteftine 
broils,  arifing  from  jealoufies  of  authority,  often 
difturbed  the  quiet  of  the  planters.  The  adven- 
turers who  went  over  to  the  Windward  iflands, 
difdaining  a land  that  was  fitter  for  agriculture 
than  for  naval  expeditions,  were  eafily  attraded  to 
Martinico,  by  the  convenient  roads  it  abounds 
with.  The  protedion  of  thofe  intrepid  pirates, 
brought  to  that  ifland  all  the  traders  who  flattered 
themfclves  that  they  might  buy  up  the  fpoils  of 
the  enemy  at  a low  price,  and  all  the  planters 
who  thought  they  might  fafely  give  themfelves  up 
to  peaceful  labours.  This  quick  population  could 
not  fall  of  introducing  the  civil  and  military  go- 
vernment of  the  Caribbee  Iflands  into  Martinico. 
From  that  time,  the  French  miniftry  attended 
more  ferioufly  to  this  than  to  the  other  colonies, 
which  were  not  fo  immediately  under  their  di- 
redion  ; and,  hearing  chiefly  of  this  ifland,  they 
turned  all  their  encourageitients  into  that  channel. 

It  was  in  confequence  of  this  preference,  that 
in  1700  the  number  of  inhabitants  in  Guadalupe 
amounted  only  to  3825  white  people  j 325  fa- 
vages,  free  negroes,  or  mulattoes  j and  6,725 
flaves,  many  of  whom  were  Caribs.  Her  cul- 
tures were  reduced  to  60  fmall  plantations  of  fu- 
gar,  66  of  indigo,  a little  cocoa,  and  a confider- 
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® xm  ^ quantity  of  cotton.  The  cattle  amounted  to 
* — »/ — ' 1,620  horfes  and  mules,  and  3,699  head  of 
horned  cattle.  This  was  the  fruit  of  fixty  years 
labour. 

The  colony  did  not  make  any  rapid  progrefs 
’till  after  the  peace  of  Utrecht.  It’s  population 
confifted  of  9,643  white  men  j 41,140  flaves  ; 
and  it’s  cattle  and  provifions  were  proportioned 
to  it,  when,  in  the  month  of  April  1759,  it  was 
conquered  by  the  arms  of  Great  Britain. 

France  lamented  this  lofs  j but  the  colony  had 
reafon  to  comfort  themfelves  for  this  difgrace. 
During  a fiege  of  three  months,  they  had  feen  their 
plantations  deftroyed,  the  buildings  that  ferved  to 
carry  on  their  works  burnt  down,  and  fome  of 
their  flaves  carried  off.  Had  the  enemy  been 
forced  to  retreat  after  all  thefe  devaftations,  the 
ifland  was  ruined.  Deprived  of  all  afliftance  from 
the  mother-country,  which  was  not  able  to  fend 
her  any  fuccours,  and  expedling  nothing  from  the 
Dutch,  who  on  account  of  their  neutrality  came 
into  her  roads,  becaufe  fhe  had  nothing  to  offer 
them  in  exchange,  fhe  could  never  have  fubfifted 
’till  the  enfuing  harveft. 

THEConquerors  delivered  the  coloniftsfromthefe 
apprehenfions.  The  Englifh,  indeed,  are  no  mer- 
chants in  their  colonies.  The  proprietors  of  lands, 
who  moflly  refide  in  Europe,  fend  their  reprefenta- 
tives  whatever  they  want,  and  draw  the  whole  pro- 
duce of  the  eftate  by  the  return  of  their  Ihip.  An 
agent  fettled  in  fome  fea-port  of  Great  Britain,  is 
intrufted  with  the  furnifhing  of  the  plantation,  and 
with  receiving  the  produce.  This  was  impracticable 
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at  Guadalupe  j and  the  conquerors  in  this  refpecH: 
wereobliged  to  adopt  the  cuftom  of  the  conquered. 
The  Englilh,  informed  of  the  advantage  the 
French  made  of  their  trade  with  the  colonies, 
haftened,  in  imitation  of  them,  to  fend  their  fliips 
to  the  conquered  ifland  s and  fo  multiplied  their 
expeditions,  that  they  overftocked  the  market, 
and  fank  the  price  of  all  European  commodities. 
The  colonift  bought  them  at  a very  low  price,  and, 
in  confequence  of  this  plenty,  obtained  long  de- 
lays for  the  payment. 

T o this  credit,  which  was  neceffary,  was  foon 
added  another  arifing  from  fpeculation,  which 
enabled  the  colony  to  fulfil  it’s  engagements. 

The  vidlorious  nation  fent  there  eighteen  thou- 
fand  feven  hundred  and  twenty-one  flavcs,  in  the 
expectation  of  reaping  in  time  great  advantages 
from  their  labour.  But  their  ambition  was  fru- 
ftrated,  and  the  colony  was  reftored  to  it’s  for- 
mer pofleflbrs  in  July  1763. 

The  flourifhing  ftate  to  which  Guadalupe  had 
been  raifed  by  the  Englilh,  was  remarked  by  all 
the  world,  when  they  reftored  it.  It  acquired 
that  degree  of  confideration,  which  opulence  al- 
ways infpires  at  prefent.  The  mother-country 
beheld  it  with  a kind  of  refpecfi:.  Till  that  time 
it  had  been  fubordinate  to  Martinico,  as  were  all 
the  French  Windward  Iflands.  . The  ifland  was 
releafed  from  thefe  fhackles,  which  it  confidered 
as  a difgrace,  by  giving  it  an  independent  admi- 
niftration.  This  arrangement  lafted  ’till  1768,  at 
which  period  it  was  again  fubjeded  to  the  former 
yoke,  from  which  it  was  releafed  in  1772,  and 
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® ^ Placed  under  it  again  fix  months  after.  In  1775s 

L.-yn.»j  a governor  of  it’s  own  was  again  granted  to  it  i 
and  it  is  to  be  hoped,  that  after  fo  many  varia- 
tions, the  court  of  Verfailles  will  no  more  depart 
from  this  arrangement,  the  only  one  v/hich  is 
conformable  éo  the  principles  of  an  enlightened  - 
policy.  Should  adminiftration  ever  fwerve  from 
this  fortunate  plan,  the  governors  and  the  in-, 
tendants  would  again  beftow  their  care,  their  cre- 
dit, and  their  regard,  upon  the^  metropolitan 
ifland  immediately  under  their  infpedion,  v/hile 
the  dependant  ifland  would  be  abandoned  to  fub- 
alterns,  without  influence,  or  without  confidera- 
tion,  and  confequently  without  the  power  or  the 
will  of  doing  any  thing  ufeful. 

The  military  men,  who  hav'e  been  of  opinion 
that  the  two  colonies  fhould  be  united  under  one 
governor,  have  been  led  into  it  from  confidering 
the  advantages  that  would  arife  from  colleding 
the  forces  of  both  iflands,  for  their  mutual 
defence.  But  they  have  not  refledled,  that 
at  an  equal  diflance  between  Martinico  and 
Guadalupe,  there  is  Dominica,  an  Englifli 
fettlement,  which  cannot  be  avoided,  and  which 
overlooks  equally  the  double  canal  that  divides  it 
from  the  French  polfelTions.  Should  the  French 
naval  forces  be  inferior  to  the  Englifli,  the  com- 
munication would  be  impradlicable,  becaufe  the 
refpedlive  fuccours  would  infallibly  be  intercept- 
ed ; if,  on  the  contrary,  they  fliould  be  fuperior, 
the  communication  would  become  ufelefs,  be- 
caufe no  invafion  could  be  apprehended.  Jn  ei- 
ther 
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ther  of  thefe  cafes,  the  fyftem  propofed  is  chi- 
merical. 

It  would  beVery  different,  if  it  were  neceffary 
to  carry  on  offenfive  meafures.  The  union  of  the. 
powers  belonging  to  each  of  thefe  iflands  might 
become  ufeful,  and  even  neceffary,  under  fuch 
circumftances.  In  that  cafe,  the  command  of  the 
whole  would  be  intrufted  to  one  of  the  governors, 
and  this  command  would  ceafe  at  the  conelufion 
of  the  projected  enterprize. 

But  is  it  proper  to  leave  a free  trade  between  the 
teiritorial  produdions  of  one  colony  and  thole  of 
the  other  ? Till  the  conqiieft  of  Guadalupe  by  the 
Englifh,  the  immediate  connexions  of  that  ifland 
with  the  ports  of  France  had  been  limited  to  fix 
or  feven  veffels  annually.  It’s  provifions,  from 
motives  more  or  lefs  maturely  confidered,  were 
mortly  fent  to  Martinico.  When,  at  the  period 
of  the  reftitution,  the  adminiftration  of  the  two 
colonies  was  feparated,  their  trade  became  like- 
wife  diftinX.  The  communications  have  fince 
been  opened  again,  and  are  ftill  permitted  at  this 
prefent  time. 

This  arrangement  is  cenfured  by  fome  people 
in  France.  It  is  neceffary,  fay  they  with  acri- 
mony, that  the  colonies  fliould  fulfil  their  deftina- 
tion,  which  is,  to  confume  a great  quantity  of 
merchandize  from  the  mother-country,  and  to 
fend  back  a great  abundance  of  produXions. 
And  yet,  notwithftanding  her  abilities  to  fulfil 
this  double  obligation,  Guadalupe  will  neither  do 
the  one  nor  the  other,  as  long  as  llie  lliall  be  al- 
lowed to  carry  her  commodities  to  Martinico. 
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This  intercourfe  will  always  be  the  caufe  or  the 
occafion  of  an  immenfe  trade  in  foreign  markets, 
and  at  Dominica  in  particular.  This  fraudulent 
trade  can  only  be  flopped,  and  the  habit  of 
fmuggling  eradicated,  by  prohibiting  this  com- 
munication. 

These  arguments,  which  are  founded  upon  mo- 
tives of  private  interefl,  ought  not  to  prevent  the 
confirmation  of  the  connexions  which  Guadalupe 
and  Martinico  have  formed  with  each  other,  li- 
berty is  the  wifh  of  all  mankind  j and  every  proprie- 
tor hath  a natural  right  to  fell  the  produXions  of 
his  foil  to  whom  he  chufes,  and  to  as  much  advan- 
tage as  he  can.  This  fundamental  principle  of 
all  well-regulated  focieties  hath  been  fet  afide  in 
favour  of  the  mother-country  ; and  it  was  per- 
haps neceflary  in  the  prefent  ftate  of  affairs.  But 
to  be  defirous  of  extending  farther  the  prohibi-. 
tions  to  which  the  colonifts  are  fubjeXed  ; to  wifh 
to  deprive  them  of  the  conveniences  and  advan- 
tages which  they  may  derive  from  a lading  or  a 
temporary  communication  with  their  own  fellow- 
citizens,  is  ^n  aX  of  tyranny  which  the  merchants 
of  France  will  one  day  be  afhamed  of  having  fo- 
licited,  and  which  will  never  be  granted  but  by 
an  Ignorant,  corrupt,  or  weak  minifter.  If,  as  it 
is  pretended,  the  intercourfe  permitted  at  prefent 
between  the  two  iflands,  fhould  give  part  of  their 
commodities  to  artful  and  rapacious  rivals,  go- 
vernment may  find  fome  fair  means  of  introducing 
into  the  kingdom  the  territorial  riches  of  Guada- 
lupe, and  of  the  fmall  iflands  whiçh  are  under  it’s 
dependence, 
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Deseada,  at  the  diflance  of  four  or  five  leagues 
from  Guadalupe,  is  one  of  thefe  iflands.  It’s  ter- 
ritory is  exceedingly  barren,  and  is  ten  leagues 
in  circumference.  It  reckons  but  few  inhabit- 
ants, who  are  all  employed  in  the  culture  of  a few 
coffee  and  cotton  trees.  It  is  not  know’n  at  what 
precifc  time  this  fettlement  was  begun,  but  it  is  a 
modern  one. 

The  Saints,  three  leagues  diflant  from  Guada- 
lupe, are  two  very  fmall  iflands,  which,  with  an- 
other yet  fmaller,  form  a triangle,  and  have  a to- 
lerable harbour.  Thirty  Frenchmen  were  fent 
thither  in  1648,  but  were  foon  driven  away  by  an 
exceffive  drought,  which  dried  up  their  only 
fpring,  before  they  had  time  to  make  any  refer- 
voirs.  A fécond  attempt  was  made  in  1652,  and 
lafting  plantations  werp  eflablifhed,  which  now 
yield  fifty  thoufand  weight  of  coffee,  and  one 
hundred  thoufand  of  cotton. 

At  the  diftance  of  fix  leagues  from  Guadalupe 
is  Marigalante,  which  hath  fifteen  leagues  in  cir- 
cumference. The  numerous  favages  by  whom  it 
was  inhabited,  were  driven  from  it  in  1648,  by 
the  French,  who  were  obliged  to  fuftain  and  re- 
pel feveral  warm  attacks,  in  order  to  maintain 
themfelves  in  their  ufurpation.  It  hath  an  ex- 
cellent foil,  upon  which  a population  hath  fuc- 
celfively  been  formed,  of  feven  or  eight  hundred 
white  people,  and  of  fix  or  feven  thoufand  Ne- 
groes, moft  of  whom  are  employed  in  the  culture 
of  ibgar. 

St.  Martin,  and  St.  Bartholomew,  are  like- 
wife  dependent  upon  Guadalupe,  though  at  the 
, diflance 
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diftance  of  forty-five  or  fifty  leagues  from  it.  The 
former  of  thefe  iflands  hath  been  fpoken  of  in  the 
hiftory  of  the  Dutch  fettlements.  It  remains  to 
fay  fomething  of  the  latter. 

It  is  faid  to  be  eleven  leagues  in  circumfer- 
ence. It’s  mountains  are  nothing  but  rocks,  and 
it’s  vallies  nothing  hut  fands,  which  are  never 
watered  by  fprings  or  by  rivers,  and  much  too 
feldom  by  the  waters  of  the  flcy.  It  is  even  de- 
prived of  a good  harbour,  although  all  geo- 
graphers have  bellowed  this  advantage  upon  it. 
In  1646,  fifty  Frenchmen  were  fent  there  from 
St.  Chrillopher’s  ; they  were  mafiacred  by  the 
Caribs  in  1656,  and  were  replaced  only  three 
years  after.  The  barrennefs  of  the  foil  obliged 
them  to  have  recourfe  to  the  Guyacum  wood, 
which  covered  their  new  country,  and  ofwhich  they 
made  fome  fmall  works,  that  were  in  great  re- 
quell.  This  refource  was  foon  exhaufted,  and  it 
wasTucceeded  by  the  care  of  a few  cattle,  which 
fupplied  the  neighbouring  illands.  Soon  after 
this,  the  culture  of  cotton  was  introduced  and 
the  crop  of  this  amounts  to  fifty  or  fixty  thoufand 
weight,  when  not  checked  by  obftinate  droughts, 
which  are  very  frequent.  Till  thefe  prefen t times, 
the  labours  have  all  been  carried  on  by  white 
people  j and  it  is  Hill  the  only  one  of  the  Eu- 
ropean colonies  eftablifhed  in  the  New  World, 
where  free  men  do  not  difdain  to  partake  of  the 
labours  of  agriculture  with  their  (laves.  The 

O 

numbers  of  the  latter  do  not  exceed  four  hundred 
and  twenty-feven,  nor  thofe  of  the  former  three 
hundred  and  forty-five.  The  ifland  could  nor, 

, without 
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without  difficulty,  maintain  a greater  niimber, 
even  in  the  moft  profperous  times. 

The  vvretchednefs  of  the  inhabitants  is  fo  well 
know’n,  that  the  enemy’s  privateers,  which  fre- 
quently put  in  there,  have  always  paid  pundtually 
for  what  few  refreffiments  they  could  fpare  them, 
thougli  the  miferable  inhabitants  were  too  vyeak 
to  compel  them.  There  is  then  fome  humanity 
left  even  in  the  breaft  of  enemies  and  pirates; 
man  is  not  naturally  cruel  ; and  only  becomes  fo 
from  fear  or  intereft.  The  armed  pirate,  who 
plunders  a vefiel  richly  laden,  is  not  deftitute  of 
equity,  nor  even  of  compaffion  for  a fet  of  poor 
defencelefs  iflanders. 

On  the  firft^of  January  1777,  the  population 
.of  Guadalupe,  and  of  the  iflands  more  or  lefs 
fertile,  under  it’s  dependence,  amounted  to 
twelve  thoufand  feven  hundred  white  perfons  of 
all  ages,  and  of  both  fexes,  thirteen  hundred 
and  fifty  free  Negroes,  or  Mulattoes,  and  a hun- 
dred thoufand  (laves  j although,  in  the  account 
of  the  colony,  there  were  only  fourfcore  and  four 
thoufand  one  hundred  mentioned. 

Their  cattle  confided  of  nine  thoufand  two 
hundred  and  twenty  horfes,  or  mules,  fifteen 
thoufand  (even  hundred  and  forty  head  of  horned 
cattle,  and  twenty-five  thoufand  four  hundred 
Iheep,  hogs,  or  goats. 

Their  cultures  confided  only  of  four  hundred 
and  forty-nine  thoufand  fix  hundred  and  twenty- 

two  cacao  trees  ; eleven  million  nine  hundred 

» 

feventy-four  thoufand  and  forty-fix  cotton 
plants;  eighteen  million  feven  hundred  and 
‘ ninety- 
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ninety-nine  thoufand  fix  hundred  and  fourfcorc 
coffee  trees;  and  three  hundred  and  eighty-eight 
fugar  plantations;  which  occupied  twenty-fix 
thoufand  and  eighty-eight  fquares  of  land. 

Their  government,  taxes,  and  imports,  were 
the  fame  as  at  Martinico. 

If  thefe  frequent  calculations  be  difgurting  to 
the  idle  reader,  it  is  hoped  that  they  will  not  be 
fo  difagreeable  to  political  calculators;  who, 
difcovering,  in  the  population  and  in  the  pro- 
dudtions  of  the  lands,  the  exadl  proportion  of  the 
ftrength  of  the  ftate  will  be  the  better  enabled 
to  compare  the  natural  refources  of  all  na- 
tions. 

It  is  only  by  a well-regulated  regifter  of  fuch 
a nature,  that  we  can  judge,  with  fome  degree 
of  precifion,  of  the  prefent  ftate  of  the  maritime 
and  commercial  powers  that  have  fettlements 
in  the  New  World.  The  merit  of  the  work,  in 
this  point,  confifts  in  it’s  accuracy  ; and  fome 
allowances  ought,  perhaps,  to  be  made  to  the 
author,  for  the  want  of  embellirtiments,  in  favour 
of  the  ufeful  information  which  is  fubftituted  to 
them.  There  are  eloquent  defcriptions,  and  in- 
genious reprefentations  enough  of  diftant  coun- 
tries, which  ferve  to  amufe  and  to  deceive  the 
multitude.  It  is  time  to  appreciate  the  truth, 
which  refults  from  the  hiftory  of  them,  and  to 
be  informed,  not  fo  much  of  what  they  have 
been,  as  of  what  they  are  at  prefent  : for  the 
hiftory  of  what  is  palTed,  efpecially  from  the 
manner  in  which  it  is  written,  is  almoft  as  much 
applicable  to  future  ages,  as  to  the  prefent.  Let 

me 
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il'ie  be  allowed,  therèfore,  once  again  to  declare,  ® ^ 

that  no  man  fliould  be  furprifed  at  the  numerous  v 
repetitions  of  the  quantity  of  Negroes,  of  ani- 
mals, of  lands,  and  of  pro’du(5lions  ; and  at  details, 
in  a word,  which  howevef  dry  and  unehtertainlng 
they  may  be  to  the  mind'/  are  nevèrthèlefs  the 
natural  foundatiôns  of  fociety. 

GuadaLui^e  muft  obtain  from  it’s  cultures,  a 
very  confiderable  mafs  of  produdlions,  and  more 
confiderable  even  than  Martinicc.  It  hath  a 
greater  number  of  flaves  j it  employs  lefs  of  them 
in  it’s  navigation  and  in  it’s  commerce  i it  hath 
placed  a number  of  them  upon  a foil  which  is 
inferior  to  that  of  it’s  rival,  but  great  part  of 
which  being  newly  manured,  yields  more  abun- 
dant crops,  than  the  grounds  which  are  fatigued 
by  a long  continuance  of  tillage.  Accordingly, 
it  is  evident,  that  fuch  of  it’s  plantations  as  are 
not  devoured  by  ants,  yield  an  income  much 
fuperior  to  that  which  is  obtained  at  Marti nico. 
Neverthelefs,  eighty-one  veflels  of  the  mother- 
country  did  not  carry  away,  in  1775  from  this' 
ifland,  more  than  one  hundred  and  eighty-eight 
thoufand  three  hundred  and  eighty-fix  quintals 
fix  pounds  of  raw  or  clayed  fugar,  which  were 
fold  in  Europe  for  7,137,930  livres  16  fols*; 
fixty-three  thoufand  twenty-nine  quintals  and 
two  pounds  of  coffee,  which  were  fold  for 
2,993,860  livres  19  folsfj  fourteen  hundred 
thirty-eight  quintals  and  twenty-feven  pounds  of 
indigo,  which  were  fold  for  1,222,529  livres  10 
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fols  ■*  Î one  thoufand  twenty-three  quintals  fifty- 
nine  pounds  of  cacao,  which  were  fold  for  71,651 
livres  6 foist;  five  thoufand  one  hundred  and 
ninety-three  quintals  feventy- three  pounds  of  cot- 
ton, which  were  fold  for  1,298,437  livres  10 
foist;  ^cven  hundred  and  twenty-feven  hides, 
which  were  fold  for  6,973  livres  § ; fixteen  quin- 
tals and  fifty-fix  pounds  of  rope  yarn,  which  were 
fold  for  16,560  livres  H;  twelve  quintals  and 
fixty-two  .pounds  of  black  cafiia,  which  were 
fold  for  3 j6  livres  i 5 fols  ten  deniers  ^ ; one 
hundred  and  twenty-five  quintals  of  wood,  which 
were  fold  for  3,125  livres  **'.  Thefe  fums  col- 
leftively,  amounted  to  no  more  than.  12,751,404 
livres  16  fols  10  deniers  ft* 

Some  of  the  productions  of  the  colony  were 
fent  to  Martinico.  It’s  molafies,  and  fome  other 
commodities-,,  were  bartered  with  the  Americans, 
for  wood,  cattle,  flour,  and  fait  fifh  : it’s  cottons 
were  fent  to  Dominica,  from  whence  it  received 
flavesj  and  it’s  fugars  to  St,  Euflatius,  which 
paid  for  them  in  fpecie,  or  with  bills  of  exchange, 
and  with  merchandize  from  the  Eafl;  Indies. 

■ The  vigilance  of  it’s  laft:  directors  hath  put 
fome  flop  to  thefe  fmuggling  connections,  and 
the  French  veflhls  intended  for  the  exportation 
of  thefe  commodities,  have  immediately  been 
multiplied,.  Many  of  thejn.  have  been  in- 
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iluced  by  habit  to  go  to  Guadalupe,  properly  fo 
called,  and  to  St.  Charles  of  the  Bafle  Terre, 
where  all  the  cargoes  were  formetly  taken  in, 
although  it  be  but  a foreign  harbour  the  accefs 
of  which  is  difficult,  and  in  which  it  is  dangerous 

r 

to  remain  ; but  the  greateft  number  of  them  go 
to  Pitre  Point, 

This  is  a deep^  and  tolerably  fafe  harbour, 
fituated  at  one  of  the  extremities  of  Grande 
Terre  ; it  was  difcovered  by  the  Englifli  at  the 
time  when  they  were  in  pofleffion  of  the  colony  j 
and  they  were  employed  in  rendering  it  healthy^ 
when  they  were  deprived  of  this  acquifition  by  the 
peace.  The  court  of  Verfailles  purfued  this  idea 
of  an  enlightened  conqueror,  and,  withovrt  delay* 
had  the  plan  of  a town  traced,  which  hath  rapidly 
increafed.  Nature,  the  winds,  the  bearing  of 
the  coafts,  all  feem  to  concur  in  concentrating 
in  this  ftaple,  almoft  the  whole  trade  of  fo  beau- 
tiful a pofleffion.  St.  Charles  can  preferve  no 
more  trade  than  it  can  be  fupplied  with  from  the 
fine  fugars  of  the  Three  Rivers  collected,  and  from 
the  coffees  which  are  gathered  in  the  diftrids  of 
the  Bailiff,  of  Defhays,  of  Bouillante,  and  of 
Pointe  Noire.  This  town  will,  however,  con- 
tinue to  be  the  feat  of  government,  fince  the 
forces  of  the  colony,  and  the  fortifications  are 
there. 

^ If  fome  obfervers  are  to  be  believed,  the 
colony  muft  exped  to  decline.  That  part  of  it 
which  is  called  Guadalupe,  and  hath  been  culti- 
vated for  a long  time,  is  not  fufceptible,  fay  they, 
of  much  improvement.  On  the  other  hand,  they 
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affirm,  that  Grande  Terre  will  not  fupport  itfelf 
in  the  fiouriffiing  ftate  to  which  a fortunate 
hazard  hath  brought  it.  That  vafl:  fpace,-  which 
was  almoft  entirely  covered  with  briars,  feven- 
teen  or  eighteen  years  ago,  and  which  furniffies 
at  prefent  three  fifths  of  the  territorial  riches, 
hath  not  a good  foil.  It’s  fugars  are  of  a very 
inferior  quality  i it  is  deftitute  of  forefts,  of  dews, 
and  of  rivers,  and  is  expofed  to  frequent  droughts, 
which  deftray  it’s  cattle,  and  it’s  produflions  : 
calamities  which  cannot  but  be  increafed  by 
time. 

We  are  very  far  from  adopting  thefe  anxieties  j 
and  our  readers  may  judge  of  the  reafons  we  have 
for  our  fecurity.  The  calamities  of  an  unfortu- 
nate war,  had  almoft  anihilated  Guadalupe.  But 
fcarce  had  it  lubmitted  to  a foreign  yoke,  in 
*7593  planters  haftened  to  reftore  the 

ruins  of  their  manufaflures,  in  order  to  profit  by 
the  high  price  which  the  conquerors  put  upon 
their  productions.  The  three  years  fubfequent  to 
it’s  reftitution,  were  employed  in  the  reftoration  of 
the  buildings,  that  had  been  conftruCled  with 
precipitation.  In  the  years  1767  and  176S,  the 
roads  of  the  colony  were  all  mended,  and  an  eafy 
communication  was  opened  between  Guadalupe 
and  Grande  Terre,  by  means  of  two  caufeways  of 
three  thouland  toifes  each,  which  it  was  neceflary 
to  raife  in  the  morafles.  Before,  and  after  this 
period,  confiderable  fortifications,  and  more  than 
one  hundred  batteries  were  ereCled  upon  the 
eoalls,  Thefe  labours  have  deprived  the  lands, 
for  a lon-g  while,  of  part  of  the  hands  deftrned  to 
3 ' fertilize 
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fertilize  them.  At  prefent,  that  the  flaves  are  ® ® ^ 

all  reftored  to  their  manufadures,  is  it  not  for- 
tunately  a neceflary  confequence,  that  the  com- 
modities fhould  increafe  ? 

The  colony  hath  ftill  other  reafons  to  cxped  a 
rapid  advancement.  It  hath  fome  territories 
which  have  not  yet  been  manured  ; and  thofc 
whidi  are  already  cultivated,  are  capable  of  im- 
provement. It's  debts  are  not  confiderable. 

With  fewer  wants  than  the  fettlements  have, 
where  opulence  hath  for  a long  time  multiplied 
propenfities  and  defires,  it  can  beftow  more  upoa 
the  improvement  of  it’s  cultures.  The  Englifli 
iflands  will  continue  to  furnifli  it  with  flaves,  if 
the  French  navigators  ftill  limit  therafelves  to 
convey  to  it  annually  no  more  than  five  or  fix 
hundred,  as  they  have  hitherto  done.  All  thef« 
circumftances  united,  fuggeft  the  idea  that  Gua- 
dalupe will  foon  rife  of  itfelf  to  the  height  of 
it’s  profperity,  without  the  afllftance,  and  notwith- 
ftanding  the  fliackles  of  government. 

But  can  France  be  aftured  of  enjoying  a long  Meafurei 
and  quiet  poffeflion  of  this  ifland  ? If  the  enemy  pr^^nceto 
that  might  attack  the  colony,  chofe  only  to  plun- 
der  the  Grande  Terre,  and  to  carry  off  the  flaves  from  inva. 
and  cattle  from  thence,  it  would  be  impoflîble  to 
prevent  this,  or  even  to  retaliate,  wnlefs  an  army 
were  oppofed  to  them.  Fort  Lewis,  which  de- 
fends this  part  of  the  fettlement,  is  but  a wretched 
ftar-fort,  incapable  of  much  refiftance.  All  that 
could  poffibly  be  expeded,  would  be  to  pre- 
vent the  devaftation  from  extending  any  further^ 

The  nature  of  the  country  prefent*  feveral  fitua- 
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BOOK  tions,  fome  more  favourable  than  others,  by 
V which  the  progrefs  of  an  affailant  may  be  fecurely 
flopped,  whatever  his  courage  or  his  forces  may 
be.  He  would,  therefore,  be  forced  to  reimbark 
and  proceed  to  the  attack  of  what  is  properly 
called  Guadalupe. 

The  landing  of  the  enemy  could  be  effected 
jiowhere  but  at  the  bay  of  the  Three  Rivers,  and 
and  at  that  of  the  Bailiff  j or  rather  thefe  two 
places  would  be  moft  favourable  to  the  fuccefs  of 
his  enterprifej  becaufe  they  would  bring  him 
nearer  than  any  other  to  Fort  St.  Charles  of  the 
Bafle  Terre,  where  he  would  have  lefs  difficulties 
to  encounter, 

• Let  the  enemy  chufe  whichever  of  thefe  land-t 

ings  they  prefer,  they  will  find  nothing  more 
than  a fpot  covered  with  trees,  interfered  with 
tivers,  hollow  ways,  narrow  paffes,  and  fteep 
afcents,  which  they  muft  march  over  expofed  to 
the  French  fire.  When,  by  the  fuperiority  of 
their  forces,  they  have  furmounted  thefe  difficul- 
ties, they  will  be  flopped  by  the  eminence  of  the 
great  camp.  This  is  a platform  furrounded  by 
nature ‘with  the  river  Galleon,  and  with  dreadful 
ravines,  to  which  art  hath  added  parapets,  bar-t 
bettes,  flanks,  and  embrafures,  to  direr  the  ar- 
tillery in  the  moft  advantageous  manner.  This 
intrenchment,  though  formidable,  muft  be 
forced.  It  is  not  to  be  imagined  that  an  intel- 
ligent general  would  ever  leave  fuch  a poft  as 
this  behind  him  : his  convoys  would  be, too  much 
çxpofed,  and  he  would  pot  get  up  what  woulcf 
9 . be 
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be  neceflary  for  carrying  on  the  ficge  of  Fort  St. 
Charles  without  much  difficulty. 

If  thofe  who  were  firft  employed  in  fortifying 
Guadalupe,  had  underftood  the  art  of  war,  or 
even  been  only  engineers,  they  would  not  have 
failed  chufing  the  pofition  between  the  river  of 
the  Great  Bay  and  that  of  Galleon,  for  erecting 
their  fortifications.  The  place  then  would  have 
had  towards  the  fea-fide  a front,  that  would  have 
inclofed  a harbour  capable  of  containing  forty 
fail  of  (hips,  which  would  have  annoyed  the 
enemy’s  fleet,  without  being  themfclves  in  the  lead 
expofed.  The  fronts  towards  the  river  Galleon 
and  that  of  the  Great  Bay  would  have  been  inaccef- 
fible,  being  placed  upon  the  fummit  of  two  very 
deep  afeents.  The  fourth  front  would  have  been 
the  only  place  open  to  an  attack  j and  it  would 
have  been  an  eafy  matter  to  ftrengthen  that  as 
much  as  might  have  been  thought  proper. 

By  chufing  the  prefent  pofition  of  Fort  St. 
Charles,  the  works,  which  v/erc  conftrutffed  there, 
ought  at  lead  to  have  flanked  each  other  from 
the  fea,  and  from  the  heights.  But  the  prin- 
ciples of  fortification  were  lb  much  negleded, 
that  the  fire  was  pointed  entirely  in  a wrong  di- 
reiflion,  that  the  internal  works  were  in  all  parts 
open  to  the  view,  and  that  the  revetments  might 
be  battered  from  the  bottom. 

Such  was  the  condition  of  Fort  St.  Charles, 
when,  in  1764,  it  was  thought  proper  to  put  it  in 
a date  of 'defence.  Perhaps,  it  might  have  been 
bed  to  dedroy  it  totally,  and  to  place  the  new 
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fortifications  on  the  pofition  juft  pointed  out.  Ic 
was  however  thought  neceflary  to  cover  the  bad 
fort,  conftrucfted  by  unfl^ilful  perfons,  with  out- 
works ; adding  two  baftions  towards  the  fea-fidcj 
^ good  covered-way,  which  goes  all  round,  toge- 
ther with  a glacis,  partly  cut  and  partly  in  a 
gentle  Hope;  two  large  places  of  arms  with  re- 
entering angles,  having  each  a good  redoubt, 
and  behind  thefe,  good  tenailles,  with  caponieres 
and  pofterns  of  coaimunication  with  the  body  of 
the  place  j two  redoubts,  one  on  the  prolongation 
of  the  capital  of  one  of  the  two  places  of  arms, 
and  the  other  at  the  extremity  of  an  excellent 
intrenchment  made  along  the  river  Galleon,  the 
platform  of  which  is  defended  by  the  cannon  from 
another  intrenchment  made  on  the  top  of  the 
bank  of  the  other  fide  of  the  fame  river  j large 
and  deep  ditches,  a refervoir  for  water,  and  a 
powder  magazine,  bomb  proofs  in  a word,  a 
fufficient  quantity  of  works  under  ground  to 
lodge  a third  part  of  the  garrifon.  All  thefe  out- 
works, well  contrived,  being  added  to  the  fort, 
will  enable  an  a6bive  and  experienced  commander 
to  hold  out  a fiege  of  two  months,  and  perhaps 
more.  But  whatever  may  be  the  refiftance  that 
Guadajupe  can  oppofe  to  the  attacks  of  the  enemy, 
it  is  time  to  pafs  on  to  St.  Domingo. 

This  îfland  is  one  hundred  and  fixty  leagues  in 
lengths  it’s  main  breadth  is  about  thirty j and 
it’s  circumference  three  hundred  and  fifty,  or  fix 
hundred  in  coafting  round  the  feveral  bays.  It 
is  parted  lengthways,  from  Daft  to  Weft,  by  a 
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ridge  of  mountains,  from  which  gold  was  ex- 
tra<?:ed,  before  the  continent  of  America  had  dif? 
olofed  mines  infinitely  richer. 

The  navigator  who  draws  near  to,  or  who  ap- 
proaches the  Spaniih  part  of  the  ifland,  perceives 
nothing  but  an  irregular  mafs  of  lands,  heaped 
one  upon  another,  covered  with  trees,  arjd  di- 
vided towards  the  fea-fide  by  bays  or  prqmon- 
tories  : but  he  is  indemnified  for  this  profpedt, 
wliich  is  none  of  the  moft  agreeable,  by  the  per- 
fume of  the  flowers  of  Acacia,  and  of  the  orange 
and  lemon  trees,  which  are  conveyed  to  him 
every  morning  and  evening,  from  the  midft  of 
the  woods,  by  the  land  breezes. 

The  French  part  of  the  coaft,  although  culti- 
vated, doth  not  exhibit  a much  more  fmiling 
afpeft.  There  is  a famenefs  in  all  the  horizon; 
the  fame  accidents  of  nature,  the  fame  cultures, 
the  fame  colours,  and  the  fame  edifices  prefent 
themfelves  on  all  fides.  The  eye,  fatigued,  can- 
not fix  itfelf  on  any  fpot,  without  meeting  with, 
the  fame  objeft,  and  without  feeing  what  it  had 
feen  before.  There  is  only  the  northern  parr, 
which  being  full  of  rich  plantations,  from  the 
fea-fide  to  the  tops  of  the  hills,  exhibits  a pror 
fpecl  worthy  of  fome  attention.  This  is  the  only 
landfcape  in  the  ifland  j but  it  cannot  be  compared 
to  thofe  in  Europe,  where  nature  and  art  abound 
much  more  in  interefting  beauties. 

The  heats  are  always  confiderable  in  the  plains. 
Although  the  temperature  of  the  vailles  depend 
partly  upon  their  opening  to  the  Eaft  or  to  the 
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Weft,  it  may  be  faid  in  general,  that  the  air, 
which  is  damp  and  frefli  before  and  after  fun-fet, 
js  very  hot  in  the  courfe  of  the  day.  The  diffe- 
rence of  climate  is  indeed  only  to  be  felt  upon  the 
mountains  j where  the  thermometer  is  at  feven- 
teen  degrees,  in  the  fhade,  when,  with  the  fame 
expofure,  it  rifes  to  twenty-five,  in  the  plain. 

Spain  was  the  foie  and  ufelefs  proprietor  of 
this  large  pofteiTion,  when  fome  Englifli  and 
French,  who  had  been  driven  out  of  St.  Chrifto- 
pher’s,  took  refuge  there  in  1630.  Though  the 
northern  coaft,  where  they  firft  fettled,  was  in  a 
manner  forfaken,  they  confidered,  that  being 
liable  to  be  attacked  by  a common  enemy,  it 
was  but  prudent  to  fecure  a retreat.  For  this 
purpofe  they  pitched  upon  Tortuga,  a fmall 
ifland  within  two  leagues  of  the  great  one  j and 
twenty- five  Spaniards,  who  were  left  to  guard  it, 
retired  on  the  firft  fummons. 

The  adventurers  of  both  nations,  nowabfolute 
mafters  of  an  ifland  eight  leagues  long  and  two 
broad,  found  a pure  air,  but  no  river,  and  few 
fprings.  The  mountains  were  covered  with  valu- 
able woods,  and  the  fertile  plains  only  wanted 
the  hand  of  the  cultivator.  The  northern  coaft 
appeared  to  be  inacceflible;  but  the  fouthern  had 
an  excellent  harbour  commanded  by  a rock, 
which  required  only  a battery  of  cannon  to  de- 
fend the  entrance  of  the  ifland. 

This  happy  fituation  foon  brought  to  Tortuga 
a multitude  of  thofe  people  who  are  in  fearch 
either  of  fortune  or  liberty,  The  moil  moderate 
^ applied 
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applied  themfelves  to  the  culture  of  tobacco, 
which  grew  into  repute,  while  the  more  adive 
went  to  hunt  the  buffaloes  at  St.  Domingo,  and 
fold  their  hides  to  the  Dutch.  The  moft  intrepid 
went  out  to  cruize,  and  performed  fuch  bold  ex« 
ploits  as  will  be  long  remembered. 

This  fettlement  alarmed  the  court  of  Madrid. 
Judging,  by  the  Ioffes  they  had  already  fuftained, 
of  the  misfortunes  they  had  ftill  to  expefl,  they 
gave  orders  for  the  deftruflion  of  the  new  colony. 
The  general  of  the  galleons  chofe,  for  executing 
his  commiffion,  the  time  when  the  brave  inhabit- 
ants of  Tortuga  were  out  at  Tea  or  a hunting,  and, 
with  that  barbarity  which  was  then  fo  familiar  to 
his  nation,  hanged  or  put  to  the  fword  all  thofe  who. 
were  left  at  home.  He  then  withdrew,  without 
leaving  any  garrifon,  fully  perfuaded  that  fuch  a 
precaution  was  needlcfs,  after  the  vengeance  he 
had  taken.  But  he  foon  found  that  cruelty  is  not 
the  method  to  fecure  dominion. 

The  adventurers,  informed  of  what  had  paffed 
at  Tortuga,  and  hearing  at  the  fame  time  that  a 
body  of  five  hundred  men,  deftined  to  harafs 
them,  was  getting  ready  at  St.  Domingo,  judged 
that  the  only  way  to  efcape  the  impending  ruin, 
was  to  put  an  end  to  that  anarchy  in  which  they 
lived.  They,  therefore,  gave  up  perfonal  inde- 
pendence to  focial  fafety,  and  made  choice  of  one 
Willis  to  be  at  their  head  j an  Englifhman,  who 
had  diftjnguiflied  himfelf  on  many  occafions  by 
his  prudence  and  valour.  Under  the  guidance 
of  this  chief,  at  the  latter  end  of  i638,.they  re^ 
took  an  ifland  which  they  had  poffeffcd  for  eight 
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years,  and  fortified  it,  that  they  might  not  lofe 
it  again. 

The  French  foon  felt  the  effefls  of  national 
partiality.  Willis  having  fent  for  as  many  of  his 
countrymen  as  would  enable  him  to  give  the  law, 
tVeated  the  reft  as  fubjefts.  Such  is  the  natural 
prpgrefs  of  dominion  ; in  this  manner  moft  mo- 
narchies have  been  formed.  Companions  in 
exile,  war,  or  piracy,  have  chofen  a leader,  who 
foon  ufurps  the  authority  of  a mafter.  At  firft  he 
fhares  the  power  or  the  fpoils  with  the  ftrongeft  ; 
till  the  multitude,  crulhed  by  the  few,  embolden 
the  chief  to  aflume  the  whole  power  to  himfelf ; 
and  then  monarchy  degenerates  into  defpotifm. 
But  fuch  a feries  of  revolutions  can  only  take 
place  in  many  years  in  great  ftates.  An  ifland 
of  fixteen  leagues  fquare  is  not  calculated  to  be 
peopled  only  with  (laves.  The  commander  De 
Poincy,  governor-general  of  the  Windward 
Iflands,  being  informed  of  the  tyranny  of  Willis, 
immediately  fent  forty  Frenchmen  from  St. 
Chriftopher’s,  who  collected  fifty  more  on  the 
coaft  of  St.  Domingo.  They  landed  at  Tortuga  j 
and,  having  joined  their  conntrymen  on  the  illand, 
they  altogether  fummoned  the  Englifh  to  with- 
draw. The  Englifh,  difconcerted  at  fuch  an  un- 
expeéled  and  vigorous  action,  and  not  doubting 
but  that  fo  much  haughtinefs  was  fupported  by  a 
much  greater  force  than  it  really  was,  evacuated  the 
ifland,  and  never  returned. 

The  Spaniards  were  not  fo  traflable.  They 
fuffered  fo  much  from  the  depredations  of  the 
pirates  who  were  daily  fent  out  from  Tortuga, 
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that  they  thought  their  peace,  their  honoür,  arid 
their  intereft,  were  equally  concerned  in  getting 
that  ifland  once  more  in  their  own  power.  Three 
times  they  recovered  it,  and  were  three  times 
driven  out  again.  At  laft  it  remained  in  the 
hands  of  the  French,  in  1659,  who  evacuatëd  it 
when  they  were  firmly  eftablifhed  at  St.  Domingo, 
but  without  giving  up  the  property  of  it.  The 
government  have  always  draw’n  frorn  thence  the 
woods  neceffary  for  fhip-building,  for  the  ufe  of 
the  artillery,  and  for  the  troops,  till  a rapacious 
minifter  took  the  ifland  out  of  the  hands  of  the 
treafury,in  order  to  increafe  his  family  inheritance 
with  it. 

Their  progrefs,  however,  was  But  flow;  and 
they  firft  attraded  the  attention  of  the  mother- 
country  in  1665.  Huntfmen,  indeed,  and  pirates 
were  continually  feen  hovering  about  from  one 
ifland  to  another  ; but  the  number-  of  planters, 
who  were  properly  the  only  colonifts,  was  ex- 
ceedingly limited.  The  government  was  fen- 
fible  how  necefTary  it  was  to  multiply  them  > and 
the  care  of  this  difncult  work  was  committed  to  a 
gentleman  of  Anjou,  named  Bertrand  Dogeron. 

This  man,  whom  nature  had  formed  to  be 
great  in  himfelf,  independent  of  the  fmiles  or 
frowns  of  fortune,  had  ferved  fifteen  years  in  the 
marines,  when  he  went  over  to  America  in  165.6. 
With  the  befl-contrived  plans,  he 'failed  in  his 
firfl:  attempts;  but  the  fortitude  he  fhewed  in  his 
misfortunes,  made  his  virtues  the  niore  confpi' 
cuous;  and  the  expedients  he  found  out  to  extri- 
cate himfelf,  heightened  the  opinion  already  en- 
tertained 
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tertained  of  his  genius.  The  elleem  and  attach-* 
ment,  he  had  infpired  the  French  with  at  St* 
Domingo  and  Tortuga,  induced  the  government 
to  intruft  him  with  the  care  of  directing,  or  rather 
of  fettling,  that  colony. 

The  execution  of  this  projeft  was  full  of  diffi- 
culties. It  was  neceffary  to  eftabliffi  the  regu- 
larity of  lociety  upon  the  ruins  of  a ferocious 
anarchy;  to  fubjecl  the  uncontrouled  fpirit  of 
plunder  to  the  facred  and  fevere  authority  of  the 
laws;  to  revive  fentiments  of  humanity  in  men 
hardened  by  the  habit  of  crimes  ; to  fubftitute 
the  innocent  inftruments  of  agriculture  to  the 
deftruflive  weapons  of  murder;  to  incite  to  a 
laborious  life,  barbarians  accuftomed  to  idle- 
nefs,  which  is  the  general  attendant  upon  rapine; 
to  infpire  violent  men  with  patience  ; to  induce 
them  to  prefer  the  tardy  fruits  of  obftinate  lar 
hour  to  rapid  enjoyrnents,  acquired  by  fudden 
exertions  ; to  fubftitute  a propenfity  for  peace 
to  the  thirft  of  blood;  to  inftill  the  fear  of  dan- 
ger in  the  mind  of  him  who  delighted  to  expofe 
himfelf  to  it,  and  the  love  of  life  in  him  who 
defpifed  it  ; it  was  neceffary,  in  a word,  that 
rrten  who  had  never  refpeifted  any  thing,  and  who 
had  always  traded  freely  with  all  nations,  fhould 
be  prevailed  upon  to  refpeét  the  privileges  of  an 
cxclufive  company  formed  in  1664,  for  all  the 
French  fettle^ments.  When  all  this  was  effected. 
It  then  became  neceffary  to  allure,  by  the  fweets 
of  a well-regulated  government,  new  inhabitants 
into  a country  which  had  been  traduced  as  a bad 
‘ ‘ climate. 


IN  THE  EAST  AND  WEST  INDIES. 

climate,  and  which  was  not  'yet  know’n  to  be  fo 
fertile  as  it  really  was. 

Dogeron,  contrary  to  the  general  opinion,, 
was  in  hopes  hé"  (hould  lucceed.  A long  inter- 
courfe  with  men  he  was  to  govern,  had  taught 
him  how  they  were  to  be  dealt  with  ; and  his  fa- 
gacity  could  fuggeft,  or  his  honeft  foul  adopt  no 
method  of  engaging  them,  but  what  was  noble 
and  juft.  The  free-booters  were  determined  to 
go  in  fearch  of  more  advantageous  latitudes  ; 
he  detained  them,  by  relinquifhing  to  them  that 
fhare  of  the  booty  which  his  poft  entitled  him  to,,, 
and  by  obtaining  for  them  from  Portugal  com- 
miflions  for  attacking  the  Spaniards,  even  after 
they  had  made  peace  with  France.  This  was  the 
only  method  to  make  thefe  men  friends  to  their 
country,  who  otherwife  would  have  turned  ene- 
mies, rather  than  have  renounced  the  hopes  of 
plunder.  The  buccaneers,  or  huntfmen,  who 
only  wilhed  to  raife  a fufficiency  to  erect  habita- 
tions, found  him  ready  to  advance  them. money 
without  intereft,  or  to  procure  che.m  fome  by  his 
credit.  As  for  the  planters,  whom  he  preferred 
to  all  the  other  colonifts,  he  gave  them  every  pof- 
fible  encouragement  within  the  power  of  his_in- 
duftrious  activity. 

These  happy  alterations  required  only  to  be 
made  permanent.  The  governor  wifely  confi- 
dered,  that  women  could  alone  perpetuate  the 
happinefs  of  the  men,  and  the  welfare  of  the 
colony,  by  promoting  population.  This  was  a 
natural  onej  but  it  was  neceflary  to  confider  whac 
kind  of  women  they  muft  have  been,  from  whonm 
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fuch  pJéafirîg  éffccfls  couJd  have  been  expefted. 
Women  born  of  honeft  parents,  ând  well  edu- 
cated ; prudent  and  induftrio^.  women,  who 
^ould  one  day  become  good  wives  and  affec- 
tionate mothers.  The  total  want  of  one  fex,  in 
the  new  fcttlement,  condemned  the  other  to  celi- 
bacy. Dogefon  thought  of  remedying  this  kind 
of  ihdigence,  which  is'  the  moft  difficult  of  any 
to  bear,  and  which  plungeà  a man  into  a-  ftate  of 
rnePanchofy,  and  infpires  him  with  a difguff:  for 
life,'  deprived, _ for  him.  Of  it’s  moff  powerful 
a^frrfftion'.  Fifty  yOung  women  Were  fent  over 
to  him  from  France,  and  Were  foon  difpofed  o^  at 
à‘  very  high  pricé.  Soon  after,  a like  number 
;^nved,  and  were  obtained'  on  ftill  higher  terms. 
They  were  fold  as  fo  many  flaVes,'  and  bought 
as  any  common  merchandize.  It  was  money, 
and  not  the  choice  of  their  hea^r,  that  decided 
their  lot.  What  expedlatiohs'  could  be  formed, 
from  alliances  thus  contra'dled  ? And  yet  this  was 
the  Only  way  to  gratify  the  moft  impetuous  of  alf 
paffiéns  without  quarrel's,  and'  to  ptopagate  the’ 
human  race  without  blôOdftiéd.  ' A‘11  the  inhabit- 
ants expefted  to  Have  female  companions  from 
their  own  country,  to  alleviate  and  to  fhare  their 
fate.  But  they  were  difappointed  ; none  were 
afterwards  fent  over,  except  abandoned  women, 
vile  and  defpicable  wretches,  who  embarked 
with  all  the  vices  of  the  mind,  and  the  difeafes 
of  the  body,  that  ate  attached  to  an  abjeft  con- 
dition, which  they  were  far  from  being  afhamed’ 
of,  fince  they  fliewed  not  the  lead:  reluOtance  to' 
engage  themfelves  for  three  years  in  the  fervice  ; 
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of  the  men.  This  method  of  loading  the  colony  ® 
v/ith  the  refufeof  the  mother-country,  introduced  v- 
fuch  a profligacy  of  manners,  that  it'became  ne- 
celfary  to  put  a’  flop  to  fo  dangerous  an  expedient, 
but  without  fubftituting  a better.  By  this  neglefl:, 

St.  Domingo  loft  a great  many  brave  men,  who 
could  not  live  happy  there,  and  was  deprived  of 
an  increafe  of  population,  which  might  have  pro- 
ceeded from  the  colonifts,  who  ftill  preferved  their 
attachment  tb  the  ifland.  The  colony  has  long 
felt,  and,  perhaps,  feels  to  this  day,  the  effeéls 
of  fo  capital  an  error. 

Notwithstanding  this  error,  Dogeron  found 
means  to  increafe  the  number  of  planters  to  fifteeii 
hundred  in  four  years  time,  when  there  were  only 
four  hundred  at  his  firft  coming.  His  fuccelfes 
were  daily  increafingj  when  they  were  fuddenly 
ftoppedj  in  1670,  by  an  infurredion,  which  put 
the  whole  colony  in  a ferment.  He  did  not  incur 
the  leaft  cenfure  for  this  unfortunate  accident,  ia 
which  he  certainly  had  no  ihare.  - 

When  this  worthy  man  was  appointed  by  the  / 
court  of  France  to  the  government  of  Tortuga/ 
and  St.  Domingo;  he  could  only  prevail  upon 
the  inhabitants  to  acknowlege  his  authority,  by 
giving  them  hopes  that  the  ports  under  his  jurif- 
didion  fhould  be  open  to  foreigners.  Yet  fucH'S^ 
was  the  afcendent  he  gained  over  their  minds, 
that  by  degrees  he  eftablilhed  in  the  colony  the 
exclufive  privilege  of  the  company  j which,  in 
time,  engrofled  the  whole  trade.  But  this  com- 
pany became  fo  elated  with  profperity,  as  to  be 
guilty  of  the  injuftice  of  felling  their  goods  for 
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two-thirds  more  than  had  till  then  been  paid  to 
the  Dutch.  So  deftrudtive  a monopoly  revolted 
the  inhabitants.  They  took  up  armsj  and  it  was 
but  a year  after,  that  they  laid  them  down,  upon 
condition  that  all  French  Ihips  fhould  be  free  to 
trade  with  them,  paying  five  per  cent,  to  the 
company  at  coining  in  and  going  out.  Dogeron, 
who  brought  about  this  accommodation,  availed 
himlelf  of  that  circumftance  to  procure  (hips, 
'feemingly  deftined  to  convey  his  crops  into 
Europe,  but  which  in  fadl  were  more  the  proper- 
ty of  his  colonifis  than  his  own.  Every  one  (hip- 
ped his  own  commodities  on  board,  allowing  a 
moderate  freight.  On  the  return  of  the  veflfel,  the  . 
generous  governor  caufed  the  cargo  to  be  ex- 
pofed  to  public  view,  and  every  one  took  what 
he  wanted,  not  only  at  prime  coff,  but  upon 
truft,  without  intereft,  and  even  without  notes 
■ of  hand.  Dogeron  had  imagined  he  fhould  in- 
fpire  them  with  fentiments  of  probity  and  great- 
nefs  of  foul,  by  taking  no  other  fecurity  than 
their  word.  By  this  conduft,  lie  exemplified 
how  well  he  was  acquainted  with  the  human  heart. 
The  man  whom  we  have  degraded  in  his  felf- 
cftimation,  by  miftrufiing  him,  having  nothing  to 
lofe  in  our  minds,  will  not  fcruple  to  fhew  him- 
felf  occafionally  a rogue,  a bafe  villain,  a traitor, 
an  impoftor,  fuch  as  he  really  is,  or  even  perhaps 
fuch  as  he  is  not,  but  fuch  as  he  knows  you  think 
him  to  be  ; while  the  man,  for  whom  we  (hall 
have  fhew’n  fome  (hare  of  efteem,  will  not  debafe 
' himfelfifhe  fliould  havedeferved  it,  and  wdi  pique 
himfelf  upon  his  honour,  if  he  fliouid  not.  To 

impure 
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impute  virtues  or  vices  to  men,  is  frequently  the 
way  to  infpire  them  with  either.  In  the  midfl: 
of  thefe  parental  offices  Dogeron  was  cut  off  by 
death  in  1675. 

Ministers  and  depofitaries  of  the  royal  au- 
thority, inftead  of  thofe  long  and  ufelefs  inftruc- 
tions  draw’n  by  clerks,  as  ignorant  as  they  are 
rapacious,  and  fent  to  the  perfons  whom  you  intend 
for  the  government  of  the  colonies,  who  receive 
them  with  the  utmoft  contempt;  get  the  life  of 
Dogeron  written  for  their  ufe,  and  let  it  be  con- 
■cluded  with  thefe  words  : Possess  the  virtues 
OF  this  man,  and  let  your  conduct  conform 
itself  to  his. 

O Dogeron  ! thy  neglected  remains  repofe, 
perhaps,  in  fome  unknow’n  part  of  St.  Domingo, 
or  of  Tortuga.  But  if  thy  memory  be  extinct  in 
thofe  countries,  if  thy  name,  tranfmitted  from 
fathers  to  children,  be  not  pronounced  with 
emotion  ; the  defcendents  of  thofe  colonifts,  whofe 
felicity  you  infured  by  your  talents,  by  your  dif- 
intereftednefs,  by  your  courage,  by  your  pa- 
tience, and  by  your  labours,  are  ungrateful  peo- 
ple, who  cto  not  deferve  better  governors  than 
moft  of  thofe  who  are  fent  to  them. 

Dogeron  left  no  other  inheritance  than  an  ex- 
ample of  patriotifm,  and  of  every  humane  and 
focial  virtue.  Pouancey  fucceeded  him.  With 
the  fame  qualifications  as  his  uncle,  he  was  not 
fo  great  a man  ; becaufe  he  followed  his  ffeps 
more  from  imitation, than  from  natural  difpofition. 
Yet  the  undifeerning  multitude  placed  an  equal 
confidence  in  both  ; and  both  had  the  honour 
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and  happinefs  to  eftablifh  the  colony  upon  a firnd 
footing,  without  laws  and  without  foldiers.  Their 
natural  good  fenfe,  and  their  know’n  integrity* 
determined  all  differences  to  the  fatisfadlion  of 
both  parties  j and  public  order  was  maintained  by 
that  authority  which  is  the  natural  confequence  of 
perfonal  merit. 

So  wife  a conftitutioh  could  not  be  lading;  k 
required  too  much  virtue  to  make  it  fo.  In  1684 
there  was  fo  vifible  an  alteration,  that,  in  order  to 
eftablifh  a due  fubordination  at  St.  Domingo,  two 
adminiftrators  were  called  in  from  Martinico, 
■where  good  policy  was  already  m a great  meafure 
fettled.  Thefe  legiflators  appointed  courts  of 
judicature  in  the  feveral  diftrifts,  accountable  to  a 
fuperior  council  at  Little  Guave.  In  procefs  of 
time  this  jurifdidlion  growing  too extenfive,  alike 
tribunal  was  erefled  in  1701,  at  Cape  St.  Francis, 
for  the  northern  diftrids. 

All  thefe  innovations  could  hardly  be  intro- 
duced without  fome  oppofition.  It  was  to  be 
feared  that  the  hunters  and  pirates,  who  compofed 
the  bulk  of  the  people,  averfe  from  the  reftraints 
that  were  going  to  be  laid  upon  them,  would  go 
over  to  the  Spaniards  and  to  Jamaica,  allured  by 
the  profpe£t  of  great  advantages.  The  planters 
themfelves  were  under  fome  temptation  of  this 
kind,  as  their  trade  was  clogged  with  fo  many  re- 
ftridtions,  that  they  were  forced  to  fell  their  com- 
modities at  a very  low  price.  The  former  were 
• gained  by  perfuafions  ; the  latter  by  the  profpeft 
of  a change  in  their  fituation,  which  was  truly 
defperate. 
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Skins  had  been  the  firft  article  of  exportation  ® ^ 

from  Sc.  Domingo,  as  being  the  only  things  the  — -J 

Buccaneers  brought  home.  Tobacco  was  after-, 
wards  added  by  culture  j and  it  was  fold  to  great 
advantage  to  all  nations.  This  trade  was  foon 
confined  by  an  exclufive  company  j which,  in- 
deed, was  in  a (hort  time  abolifhed,  but  with  no 
advantage  for  the  fale  of  tobacco,  fince  that  was 
farmed  out.  The  inhabitants,  hoping  to  m.cet 
\yith  fome  indulgence  from  government,  as  a 
reward  for  their  fubmifiion,  offered  to  give  the 
king  a fourth  part  of  all  the  tobacco  they  fliould 
fpnd  into  çhe  kingdom,  free  of  all  charge,  even 
of  freight,  upon  condition  they  fliould  have  the 
entire  difpofal  of  the  other  three-fourths.  They 
made  it  appear,  that  this  method  would  bring  In 
a clearer  profit  to  the  revenue  than  the  forty 
Ibis*  per  cent,  which  were  paid  by  the  farmer. 

Private  interefts  pppofed  fo  reafonable  a pro- 
pofal. 

In  circumftances  fuch  as  thefe,  I ani  always 
aftoniflied  at  the  patience  of  the  opprefled  people, 

I fay  to  mylelf,  why  do  they  not  all  affemble  to-r 
gether  at  the  houfe  of  the  member  of  adminiftra- 
tion  appointed  to  govern  them,  and  addrefs  him 
in  the  following  terms:  VYc  are  weary  of  an 

authority  which  vexes  us.  Retire  from  our 
country,  and  tell  the  perfbn  whofe  reprefen- 
“ tative  you  are,  that  we  are  no  rebels,  be- 
caufe  no  rebellion  can  exill  unlefs  it  be  againfl 
a good  king,  and  that  he  is  only  a tyrant 
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“ againft  whom  we  have  a right  to  revolt.  You 
may  add,  that  if  he  Ihould  be  defirous  of  pof- 
fciïing  a defert  country  he  will  foon  be  fatis- 
“ fied  Î for  that  we  are  all  determined  to  perifh, 
rather  than  live  any  longer  raiferable  under  an 
unjuft  government.”  The  colonifts  did  not 
give  way  to  the  fuggeftions  of  defpair,  but  in 
their  refentment  they  timed  their  induftry  with 
fuccefs  to  the  culture  of  indigo  and  cocoa.  Cot- 
ton was  a very  promifing  article,  becaufe  it  had 
in  former  times  greatly  enriched  the  Spaniards  j 
but  they  foon  gave  it  up,  for  what  reafon  is  not 
know’n  j and  in  a few  years  not  a fingle  cotton 
plant  was  to  be  feen. 

Till  then  the  labours  had  all  been  performed 
by  hirelings,  and  by  thepooreft  of  the  inhabit- 
ants. Some  fuccefsful  expeditions  againft  the 
Spaniards,  procured  them  a few  Negroes.  The 
number  was  increafed  by  two  or  three  French 
fhips,  and  much  more  by  prizes  taken  from  the 
Englifti  during  the  war  of  1688  i by  an  invafion 
of  Jamaica,  from  whence  the  French  brought 
away  three  thoufand  blacks,  in  169^.  Without 
Haves,  the  culture  of  fugar  could  not  be  under- 
taken 5 but  they  alone  v/cre  not  fufficienr.  Mo- 
ney was  wanting  to  eretft  buildings,  and  to  pur- 
chafe  utenfils.  The  profit  fome  inhabitants 
made  with  the  free-booters,  who  were  always 
fuccefsful  in  their  expeditions,  enabled  them  to 
employ  the  flaves.  They  therefore  undertook 
the  planting  of  the  canes,  which  convey  the  gold 
of  Mexico  to  thofe  nations  .whofe  only  mines  are 
fruitful  lands. 


But 
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But  the  colony,  which,  though  it  had  loft  fome 
of  it’s  Europeans,  had  ftill  made  a progrefs  to  the 
north  and  weft,  amidft  the  devaftations  that  pre- 
ceded the  peace  of  Ryfwick,  was  yet  but  little 
advanced  to  the  fouth.  This  part  did  not  reckon 
a hundred  inhabitants,  all  living  in  huts,  and  all 
extremely  wretched.  The  government  could  fix 
upon  no  better  expedient,  to  make  fome  advan- 
tage of  fo  extenfive  and  fo  fine  a country,  than 
to  grant,  in  1698,  for  the  fpace  of  half  a century, 
the  property  of  it  to  a company,  which  took  the 
name  of  St,  Louis. 

This  company  engaged,  under  the  penalty  of 
forfeiting  their  charter,  to  form  a capital  of 
1,200,000  livres  and  to  convey,  in  the  courfe 
of*the  five  firft  years,  upon  the  lands  granted  to 
them,  fifteen  hundred  white  people,  and  two 
thoufand  five  hun,dred  Negroes,  with  one  hun- 
dred of  the  former  and  two  hundred  of  the  latter 
each  of  the  following  years  ; they  were  tq  diftri- 
bute  lands  to  whoever  fliould  be  defiroqs  of  them. 
Each  perfon,  according  tp  his  wants  and  abili- 
ties, obtained  Oaves  that  were  to  be  paid  for  ip 
three  years  j the  men  at  the  rate  of  fix  hundred 
livres  and  the  women  at  the  rate  of  four  hun- 
dred and  fifty  livres  The  fame  credit  vyas  al- 
lowed for  merchandize. 

Upon  thefe  conditions,  the  charter  infuret^ 
to  the  new  fociety  the  exclufive  right  of  buying 
^nd  felling  throughout  the  whole  territory  aOign- 
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cd  to  them,  but  at  the  prices  only  that  were  fet- 
tled in  the  other  parts  of  the  ifland.  Even  this 
dependence,  opprefiive  to  the  colonift,  was  ftill 
alleviated,  by  allowing  him  to  take,  where  he 
tliought  proper,  whatever  he  was  left  in  want  of, 
and  to  pay  out  of  his  provifions  whatever  he  might 
have  occafion  to  buy. 

Monopoly,  as  a torrent  that  is  loft  in  the 
abyfs  itfclf  has  made,  works  it’s  own  ruin  by  it’s 
rapacioufqefs.  The  company  of  St.  Louis  affords 
an  inftance,  among  many  others,  of  the  defects 
and  abufes  of  exclufive  affociations.  It  was 
ruined  by  the  knavery  and  extravagance  of  it’s 
agents}  nor  was  the  territory  committed  to  it’s 
care  the  better,  for  all  thefe  Ioffes.  The  planta- 
tions and  people  that  were  found  there,  when  the 
company  gavé  up  her  rights  to  the  government 
in  1720,  were  chiefly  owen  to  the  contraband 
traders. 

i 

It  was  during  the  long  and  bloody  war  begun 
bn  account  of  the  Spanifh  fucceffion,  that  this  at- 
tempt had  been  made  towards  the  improvement  of 
the  colony.  It  might  have  been  expected  to  have 
made  a fpeedy  progrefs,  when  tranquillity  was  re- 
ftored  to  both  nations  by  the  peace  of  Utrecht. 
Thefe  happy  profpefts  were  blafted  by  one  of 
thofe  calamities  which  it  is  not  in  the  power  of 
man  to  forefee.  All  the  cocoa- trees  upon  the  co- 
lony died  in  1715.  Dogeron  had  planted  the  firft 
in  1665.  In  procefs  of  time  they  had  increafed  } 
efpecially  in  the  narrow  valleys  to  the  weftward. 
There  were  no  lefs  than  twenty  thoufand  upon 
fame  plantations^  fothat,  though  cocoa  fold  for  no 
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fmore  than  five  fols  * a pound,  it  was  become  4 b o o k; 
plentiful  fource  of  wealth, 

Cultivations  of  greater  importance  amply 
compenfated  this  lofs,  whtn  a circumftance  of  the 
molt  dittrefiing  nature  threw  the  whole  colony 
into  confiernation.  A confider^ble  number  oî 
it’s  inhabitants,  who  had  devoted  twenty  years 
labour  in  a burning  climate,  to  lay  up  a com- 
petency to  fpend  a conafortable  old  age  in  their-* 
native  country,  were  returned  to  it,  with  a fu^- 
cient  fortune  to  enable  them  to  difeharge  their 
debts,  aqd  purchafe  eftates.  Their  commoditietj 
were  paid  them  in  bank  notes,  which  proved 
ufelefs  to  them.  This  fatal  calamity  obliged 
them  to  return  poor  into  an  ifiand  from  whence 
they  had  departed  rich  j and  reduced  them,  in 
their  old  age,  to  folicit  employment  from  the 
very  people  who  had  formerly  been  their  fervants. 

The  fight  of  fo  many  unfortunate  perfons  infpired 
a general  deteftation  for  the  India  Company, 
which  was  confidered  as  accountable  for  thefe 
calamities.  This  averfion,  raifed  by  mere  com- 
panion, was  foon  changed  into  a profound  hatred, 
and  not  without  fufficient  reafon. 

The  French  colonies,  fince  their  eftablilhment, 
received  their  Daves  from  the  hands  of  the  mono- 
poly, and  confequently  received  but  few,  and  at 
an  exorbitant  price.  Being  reduced  in  1713  to 
the  impofiibility  of  continuing  thçir  languid 
operations,  the  company  thcmfelvcs  made  the 
private  merchants  partners  in  their  trade,  upon 

♦ Two  pence  halfpenny. 
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^ xm  ^ condition  that  they  ftiould  pay  15  * for 

every  Negro  they  flioiild  carry  to  the  Windward 
Iflands,  and,  30  livres  f ^or  thofe  whom  they 
Ihould  introduce  into  -St.  Domingo.  This  new 
arrangement  was  followed  by  fo  great  a degree  of 
adlivity,  that  rlic  government  were  at  length  in- 
duced to  g-’v'e  up  exclufive  privileges,  by  grant- 
ing in  rytô  the  Guinea  trade  to  the  ports  of 
Roup*i»  of  Bourdeaux,  of  Nantz,  and  of  La  Ro- 
chelle- It  was  to  cofl;  them  two  piftoles  J for 
every  flave  who  fliould  arrive  in  America  j but 
the  commodities  which  were  to  be  acquired  by 
the  fale  of  thefe  unfortunate  people,  were  exone- 
rated from  one  half  of  the  duties  to  which  the 
other  produdtions  were  fubjedt.  The  inhabitants 
were  juft  beginning  to  feel  the  good  effedls  of 
this  liberty,  imperfedt  as  it  was,  fince  it  was  con- 
fined to  four  ports,  when  St.  Domingo  was  con- 
demned again  to  receive  it’s  planters  from  the 
India  Company,  who  were  not  even  obliged  to 
furnifti  them  with  more  than  two  thoufand  every 
year.  We  cannot,  indeed,  determine  which  is 
the  moft  aftoniftiing  circumftance  in  the  courfe 
of  the  events  relative  to  the  New  World,  either 
yhe  rage  of  the  firft  conquerors  who  laid  it  wafte, 
or  the  ftupidity  of  the  governments,  which  by  a 
feries  of  abfurd  regulations,  feem  to  have  pro- 
pofed  to  themfelves  either  to  perpetuate  the  mi- 
fery  of  the  inhabitants,  or  to  plunge  them  again 
into  that  ftate,  whenever  they  entertained  hopes 
of  emerging  from  it- 
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In  1722,  the  agents  of  this  odious  company 
arrived  in  the  colony.  The  buildings  where  they 
tranfadted  their  bufinefs  were  burnt  to  the  ground. 
The  fhips  that  came  to  them  from  Africa  were 
either  denied  admittance  into  the  harbour,  or 
not  fufFered  to  difpofe  of  their  cargoes.  The 
chief  governor,  who  endeavoured  to  oppofe  thefe 
difturbances,  faw  his  authority  defpifed,  and  his 
orders  difobeyed,  as  they  were  not  enforced  by 
any  compulfive  power:  he  was  even  put  under 
arreft.  Every  part  of  the  ifland  refounded  with 
the  clamours  of  fedition,  and  the  noife  of  arms. 
It  is  difficult  to  fay  how  far  thefe  exceffies  would, 
have  been  carried^  had  not  government  had  the 
prudence  to  make  conceffions.  In  this  one  in- 
ftance,  the  people  did  not  fuffer  for  the  folly  of 
their  rulers;  and  the  duke  of  Orleans  convinced 
mankind,  upon  this  occafion,  thdt  he  was  above  the 
ordinary  (lamp  of  men,  by  avowing  himfelf  the 
author  of  a rebellion  which  he  had  excited  by  a 
defedtive  inftitution,  and  which,  under  a ruler 
lefs  enlightened  or  lefs  moderate,  would  have 
been  feverely  puniffied.  After  two  years  of  trou- 
ble and  co^nfufion,  the  inconveniencies  refulting 
from  anarchy  difpofed  the  minds  of  all  parties  to 
peace,  and  tranquillity  wasreltored  without  hav- 
ing recourfe  to  violent  meafures. 

From  that  period,  no  colony  ever  fo  much 
improved  it’s  time  as  that  of  St.  Domingo.  It 
advanced  with  the  utmoft  rapidity  to  a profperous 
ftate.  The  two  unfortunate  wars  which  annoyed 
it’s  feas,  have  only  ferved  to  compreis  it’s  Arcngth, 
which  has  increafed  the  more  fince  the  celîation  of 

hoililitics. 
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® VII?  ^ hofliilities.  A wound  is  foon  healed  when  the  con- 
v-^  ftitution  IS  found.  Difeafes  themfelves,  in  the 
ftace,  as  well  as  in  the  body,  are  a kind  of  renne- 
dies,  which,  by  the  expulfion  of  the  vitiated  hu- 
mours, add  new  vigour  tQ  a robuft  habit  of  body. 
Thofe  diforders  that  are  fatal  to  either  the  one  or 
the  other,  are  fuch  as  being  üow  in  their  progrefs, 
keep  them  in  a ftate  of  perpetual  indifpofuion,  and 
lead  them  imperceptibly  to  the  giave.  But  after, 
difeafes  that  are  acute  have  brought  on  a violent 
crifis,  the  delirium  ceafes  and  the  debility  goes 
off;  and  as  the  ilrength  is  reftored,  a more  re- 
gular and  uniform  motion  is  eftablifhed,  which 
promifes  a lafting  duration  to  the  machine.  So 
war  feems  to  ftrengthen  and  fupport  national  fpirit 
in  many  ftates  of  Europe,  which  might  be  ener- 
vated and  corrupted  by  the  profperity  of  com- 
. merce,  and  the  enjoyments  of  luxury.  The  im- 
menfe  Ioffes  which  almofl:  equally  attend  vi6lory. 
and  defeat,  excite  induftry,  and  quicken  labour. 
Nations  will  recover  their  former  fplendour,  pro- 
vided their  rulers  will  let  them  follow  their  own 
bent,  and  not  pretend  to  dircifl  their  fteps.  This 
principle  is  peculiarly  applicable  to  France,  where 
nothing  more  is  requifite  to  profperity  than  to. 
give  a free  courfe  to  the  adivity  ofthe  inhabit- 
ants. Wherever  nature  leaves  them  at  full  liberty^ 
they  fuçceed  in  giving  her  powers  their  full 
fcope.  St.  Domingo  affords  a flriking  inftance 
pf  what  may  be  expeded  from  a good  foil,  and 
an  advantageous  fituation,  in  the  hands  of  French- 
iTien. 
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The  Southern  part,  which  is  occupied  by  ® Jin  ^ 

France,  extends  from  Pitre  Point  to  Cape  Tibu-  > 

ron.  At  the  period  of  their  conquefts  in  the  New  wéTin'* 
World,  the  Spaniards  had  built  upon  this  coaft 

. ^ part  of  St. 

two  large  villages,  which  they  forfook  in  lefs  E)oniingo. 
profperous  times.  The  vacated  places  were  not 
immediately  occupied  by  the  French,  who  muft 
be  apprehenfive  of  the  vicinity  of  St.  Domingo, 
where  the  chief  force  of  that  power,  upon  whofe 
ruin  they  were  rifing,  was  concentrated.  Their 
privateers,  who  commonly  aflembled  at  the  little 
ifland  called  Vache  Ifland,  to  cruize  upon  the 
Caftilians,  and  divide  their  fpoils,  encouraged 
fome  planters  to  begin  a fmall  fettlement  upon 
the  continent  in  1673.  It  was  foon  deftroyed, 
nor  was  it  refumed  ’till  a confiderable  time  af- 
ter. The  company , appointed  to  fettle  and  extend 
this  colony  did  not  fulfil  their  obligations.  It’s 
progrefs  was  owen  to  the  Englifh  of  Jamaica, 
and  to  the  Dutch  of  Curaflbu,  who  having  re- 
folved  to  carry  flaves  to  this  place,  bought  up  the 
produce  of  a land,  which  they  themfelves  alone 
contributed  to  improve.  It  was  not  ’till  1740, 
that  the  merchants  of  the  mother-country  bes-an 

^ O 

to  attend  to  this  fettlement.  From  this  period 
they  frequent  this  part  of  the  colony  a little,  not- 
withftanding  the  winds,  which  often  render  the 
failing  out  of  this  road  tedious  and  difficult. 

The  part  which  is  to  the  Eaft  of  all  the  reft  is 
called  Jaquemel.  It  confifts  of  three  parifhes, 
which  occupy  thirty-fix  leagues  of  the  coaft,  and 
run  into  a moderate  and  very  unequal  degree  of 
depth.  This  vail  fpace  is  filled  up  with  fixty 

plantations 
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® xin  ^ plantations  of  coffee,  fixty-two  of  indigo,  and 
' — -v^ — * fixty  of  cotton.  Moft  of  their  planters  are 
poor,  and  can  never  grow  very  rich.  A foil* 

' which  is  in  general  full  of  hills,  ftony,  and 

expofed  to  droughts,  prevents  thenn  from  afpir- 
ing  to  wealth.  This  can  only  be  done  by  thofe 
who  divide  the  plain  of  Jaquemel.  There  are 
twenty  very  fpacious  habitations,  of  which  ten 
only  are  watered,  though  they  be  all  fufceptible 
of  this  advantage.  It  is  there,  that  in  anexhaufted 
foil,  indigo,  which  would  require  a virgin  foil,  is 
■cultivated.  When  hands,  and  other  means  for 
carrying  on  an  extenfive  culture,  (ball  no  longer 
be  wanting,  fugar  will  be  fubftituted  to  it, 
which  fucceeds  as  well  as  can  be  defired,  in  the 
onlj  plantation  where  the  colonifls  have  begun 
to  cultivate  it. 

Aquin  hath  an  extent  of  fifteen  leagues  along 
the  borders  of  the  fea,  and  of  three,  four,  and 
’ fometimes  fix  leagues  in  the  inland  parts.  This 

fettlement  reckons  forty  plantations  of  indigo, 
.■  twenty  of  coffee,  and  nine  of  cotton.  It’s  moun- 
tains, lefs  elevated  than  thofe  which  are  con- 
tiguous to  them,  on  that  account  enjoy  only  the 
benefit  of  a few  fprings,  and  a fmall  quantity  of 
•rain,  and  promife  nothing  but  great  abundance 
of  cotton,  which  will  undoubtedly  be  one  day  re- 
quired of  them.  With  regard  to  it’s  plains,  they 
were  formerly  in  a flourifliing  ftate  ; but  the 
droughts,  which  have  gradually  increafed  in  pro- 
portion as  the  country  hath  been  cleared,  have 
.diminilhed  more  and  more  the  quality  of  the  in- 
'digo,.  which  conftituted  all  die  riches  of  the  colony, 
1 This 


IN  THE  EAST  AND  WEST  INDIES.  .,43 

This  plant,  which  leaves  the  ground  almoft  habi-  book. 
tually  expofed  to  the  heat  of  a burning  fun,  fhould  ‘ • 

be  replaced  by  fugar,  which  would  keep  the  earth 
covered  for  eighteen  months  together,  and  will 
preferve  in  it  for  a long  time  the  fmalleft  degree 
of  moifture.  Four  of  the  moft  wealthy  inhabit- 
ants have  already  made  this  change  in  their 
plantations.  The  nature  of  the  foil  will  allow 
twenty-hve  colonifts  to  follow  their  example; 
and  they  will  no  doubt  refolve  upon  it,  when  they 
jQiall  have  acquired  the  means  fufheient  for  that 
purpofe,  and  when  the  waters  of  the  river  Ser- 
pente fhall  have  been  prudently  diftributed.  In 
the  prefent  ftatc  of  things,  all  the  produdions  of 
that  diftrift  are  colledled  in  one  town  only,  which 
is  far  advanced  in  the  inland  parts.  The  impolTi- 
bility  of  conveying  them  to  the  coaft  in  the  rainy 
feafons,  and  the  unavoidable  expences  of  the 
carriage,  even  in  the  moft  favourable  times,  had 
fuggefted  the  idea  of  forming  this  ftaple,  upon  the 
borders  of  a deep  bay,  where,  the  commodities 
are  fhipped  ; but  this  fituation  doth  not  afford 
one  acre  of  ground  fit  for  cultivation  ; there  is  no’ 
fweet  water  to  be  found  in  it,  and  the  ftagnating 
waters  of  the  fea  corrupt  the  air.  Thefe  reafons 
have  caufed  this  projedl  to  be  laid  afide,  for  ft’s 
inconveniences  would  be  greater  than  the  advan- 
tages derived  from  it. 

St.  Lewis  is  a kind  of  town,  which,  though 
‘built  at  the  beginning  of  the  century,  hath  no 
more  than  fifty  houfes.  The  forming  of  this 
fettlement  was  determined  upon,  on  account  of 
. an  exceeding  good  harbour,  even  for  fliips  of  the 

line. 
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^ line.  Confiderable  fortifications  were  ercded 

j upon  a fmall  ifland,  fituaccd  at  the  entrance  of 
the  harbour;  which  were  deftroyed  by  rlie  Englifh 
in  1748,  and  have  never  fince  been  redored.  The 
territory  of  this  diftricl  extends  five  or  fix  leagues 
along  the  coaft.  It’s  mountains,  covered  with 
acacia  wood,  are  itioft  of  them  fufceptible  of  cul- 
ture. It’s  plain,  which  is  uneven,  hath  Tome  fer- 
tile fpots  upfon  it, and  it’s  huitierous  mor  iffcs  might 
be  dried  upi  There  are  no  more  chan  twenty 
plantations  of  coffee,  fifteen  of  indigo,  fix  of  cot- 
ton, and  two  of  fugar  hetej  This  lafi:  production 
would  fucceed  in  ten  or  twelve  plantations,  efpe- 
cially  if  they  were  watered  by  the  river  St.  Lewis, 
which,  it  is  thought,  they  might  eafily  be. 

CavailLon  doth  not  occupy  more  than  three 
leagues  upon  the  borders!  of  the  ocean.  This  is  a 
long  neck  of  land,  which  extends  eight  or  nine 
leagues  up  the  country.  It  is  divided  by  a large 
fiver,  which,  in  times  of  heavy  rains,  unfortu- 
nately overflows  to  a confiderable  diftance,  and 
occafions  great  ravages.  At  the  diftance  oY 
two  leagues  from  it’s  mouth  is  a fmall  town, 
where  the  veffels  arrive,  arfd  where  they  take  In 
the  produClions,  which  are  furnifhed  by  twenty 
plantations  of  coffee,  ten  of  indigo,  fix  of  cottoh, 
and  fevenreen  of  fugar.  The  number  of  the  lafl: 
might  be  doubled  with  facility,  in  a plain  which 
hath  five  or  fix  thoufand  fquares  in  extent;  but 
the  three  rnoft  flourifhing  of  thofe  which  exiff, 
have  feafee  yielded  half  of  what  they  might  pro- 
duce, and  the  others  only  yield  a trifling  pro- 
duce, and  of  a bad  quality.  The  mountains, 

' though 
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though  covered  with  an  excelJent  foil,  do  not  book 
compenfate  for  this  deficiency.  The  diftrifts  ■ j 
granted  by  government  will  remain  uncultivated, 

’till  roads  (hall  have  been  made  for  the  convey- 
ance of  the  produfiiions.  This  undertakino-. 

A J 

which  is  beyond  the  means  of  the  inhabitants, 
ought  to  be  executed  by  the  troops.  Idlenefs, 
and  infeflious  morafies,  have  hitherto  deprived 
the  foldiers  of  their  indufiry,  and  have  made 
them  perilh  upon  the  banks  of  the  fea.  The 
frefhnefs  of  elevated  places,  the  wholelbme  air 
which  is  breathed  there,  a moderate  (hare  of 
labour,  and  the  eafy  circumftances  which  it 
would  be  proper  they  fiiould  enjoy  ; in  a word,  all 
thefe  concurring  caufes,  would  they  not  maintain 
them  in  their  natural  ftrength  ? would  they  not 
infure  their  prefervation  ? 

The  plain  at  the  bottom  of  Vache  Tfland  con- 
tains twenty-five  thoufand  fquares,  of  a foil 
which  is  excellent  every  where,  except  in  fome 
parts  that  have  been  covered  with  gravel  by  the 
torrents,  and  a few  morafies,  which  might  be  ea- 
fily  dried  up.  There  have  been  fucceffively 
formed  here,  eighty-three  fugar  plantations,  and 
there  might  ftill  be  fifty  more  efiabliflied.  Thofe 
which  exift  have  fcarce  more  than  one  third  of 
their  territory  cultivated,  and  yet  they  yield  an 
immenfe  quantity  of  raw  fugar.  From  this  we 
may  judge  how  much  the  whole  of  the  grounds 
would  furniflt,  if  they  were  properly  cultivated. 

One  might  depend  upon  a produce  fo  much  the 
more  regular,  as  the  rains  do  not  fail  fo  often 
in  this  diftridt  as  in  the  others,  and  as  there  are 
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three  rivers  running  through  it,  which  offer 
themfelves,  as  it  were,  for  the  watering  of  all  the 
plantations. 

The  fugar  and  the  indigo  which  grow  in  the 
plain,  the  coffee  and  the  cotton,  which  defcend 
from  the  mountains,  are  all  carried  to  the  town 
of  Cayes,  formed  by  near  four  hundred  houfes, 
which  are  all  built  in  a marfliy  territory,  and  are 
moft  of  them  furrounded  with  ftagnant  waters. 
The  air  which  is  breathed  in  that  place  is  equally 
deficient  in  elafticity  as  in  falubrity. 

This  ftaple  feems  to  have  been  placed,  as  it 
were,  fortuitoufly,  in  the  bottom  of  a (hallow 
bay,  which  grows  more  and  more  fo,  and  has 
but  three  channels.  The  anchorage  is  fo  confined, 
and  fo  dangerous  during  the  equinox,  that  (hips 
which  happen  to  be  there  at  that  feafon,  are  fre- 
quently loft.  The  great  quantity  of  mud  brought 
thither  by  the  waters  of  a torrent  on  the  fouth 
fide,  has  increafed  to  fuch  a degree,  that  in 
twenty  years  time  there  will  be  no  entrance.  The 
canal,  formed  by  the  vicinity  of  Vache  Ifland,  is 
of  no  life,  and  only  obfiructs  the  navigation. 
The  creeks  in  this  place  are  the  refort  of  the 
privateers  of  Jamaica.  As  they  cruize  there  with- 
out fails,  and  can  obferve  without  being  feen, 
they  always  have  the  advantage  of  the  wind  over 
fuch  veffels  as  are  hindered  by  the  violence  and 
confiant  ftruggle  of  the  winds,  from  paffing  above 
the  ifland.  If  it  were  poffible  that  any  men  of 
war  could  put  into  this  bad  harbour,  the  im- 
poffibility  of  furmounting  this  obftacle  and  that 
of  the  currents,  in  order  to  get  to  windward  of 

the 
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the  ifland,  would  oblige  thern  to  follow  the 
track  of  merchant  fhips.  Doubling,  therefore,  one 
after  another,  the  point  of  Labàcdu,  on  account 
of  the  fhoalsi  thefe  fhips  would  get  between  the 
land  and  the  enemy’s  fire,  with  the  difàdvàntage  of 
the  windi  and  would  infallibly  be  déftroyed  by  art. 
inferior  fquadron. 

The  town  of  Cayes  is  not  better  than  it’s  har- 
bour. It  contains  280  houfes,  all  funk  into 
fwampy  ground,  ànd  mod  of  them  furrounded 
with  ftagnant  water.  The  air  of  this  fpot  is  foul 
and  unwholefome  i and  on  this  account,  as  well  aa 
the  badnefs  of  the  harbour,  it  has  often  been 
wifhed  by  the  court  of  Verfailles,  that  the  trade 
with  the  mother-country  could  be  transferred  to 
St.  Lewis.  But  the  efforts  that  have  been  made 
to  effeft  this,  have'  hitherto  been  Unfuccefsful  ; 

, and  will  for  ever  be  fo;  becaufe  it  is  reafonable  to 
fuppofe,  that  exchanges  will  always  be  eftablifhed 
on  that  fpot  where  the  produflions  are  mod  plen- 
tiful, and  where  the  confumption  is  greated.  To 
pretend  to  thwart  this  order  of  things  prefcribed 
by  nature,  would  be  to  retard  to  no  purpofe  thé 
progrefs  of  a good  fettlement.  Even  the  caprices 
of  indudry  fhould  be  indulged  by  government. 
The  lead  uneafinefs  in  the  trader  creates  didrud. 
Political  and  military  reafonings  will  never  prevail 
againd  thofe  of  intered.  Trade  only  flourifhes 
in  a foil  of  it’s  own  chufing.  It  is  alarmed  at 
every  kind  of  redraint. 

All  that  the  French  mihidry  could  reafonably" 
propofe,  would  be  to  withdraw  the  tribunals  from 
St.  Lêwisj  which  neither  is,  nor  ever  will  be  of 
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any  confequence,  in  order  to  transfer  them  to 
Cayes,  where  the  population  and  the  produc- 
tions, which  are  already  confiderable,  muft  in- 
creafe  greatly  ; to  dig  a bed  for  a torrent,  the 
violent  overflowings  of  which  frequently  o.ccafion 
inexprefllble  ravages  j,  and  to  fortify,  and  render 
the  town  more  wholefome.  Both  might  be  ef- 
fedled,  by  digging  a ditch  all  round,  the  town, 
and  the  rubbifli  would  ferve  to  fill  up  the  marfhes 
within.  The  ground  being  raifed  higher  by  this 
contrivance,  would  confequently  growf  drier  j the 
water,  which,  would  be  brought  down  by  a gentle 
defeent  from  the  river  into  this  deep  ditch, 
would,  by  the  affittance  of  fome  fortifications, 
fecure  the  town  from  the  attacks  of  the  pri- 
vateers i an,d  would-  even  afford  a temporary  de- 
fence, and  ajlow  time  to-  capitulate  with  a fmali 
fquadron. 

Greater  improvements  might  and  ought  to 
be  made.  Why  not  allow  a fadlitious  harbour  to 
an  important  mart,  which  will  foon  be  flopped  ? 
The  merchant  Ihips  that  feek  fhelter  in  what  is 
called  the  Flemilh  Bay,  two  leagues  to  windward 
of  Cayes,  feem  to  point  out  this  fpot  as  the  har- 
bour that  this  town  Hands  in  need  of,.  <l,t  would 
contain  a confiderable  number,  of  men  of  war, 
fafe  from  all  winds  *,  would  afford  them  feveral 
careening  places  j would  admit  of  their  doubling 
the  Vache  Ifland  to  windward,  and  enable  them 
to  carry  on  with  the  town,  along-fide  the  coaff, 
an  intercour-fe,  which,  being  protedled  by  bat- 
teries properly  difpofed,  would  keep  the  pri- 
vateers in  awe.  The  only  inconvenience  is,  that 

the 
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the  (hip-worm  is  more  apt  to  injure  the  vefTel  in 
this  place  than  in  other  parts,  on  account  of  the 
nature  of  the  bottom,  and  the  calmnefs  of  the 
fea. 

Abacou  is  a peninfula,  which  was  formerly  in 
a flourifhing  (late,  on  account  of  the  abundance 
and  the  quality  of  it’s  indigo.  But  fince  this 
voracious  plant  hath  defcroyed  every  principle  of 
vegetation  upon  the  numerous  little  hillocks  of 
that  place,  it  is  no  where  cultivated  with  any  fuc- 
cefs  but  upon  the  borders  of  the  fea,  v/hich  are 
enriched  with  the  fpoils  of  the  upper  grounds. 
This  decreafe  hath  determined  a certain  number 
of  colonifts  to  transfer  their  induflry  to  other 
parts.  Thofe  who,  either  frem  habit  or  reafon, 
have  perfevered  in  remaining  on  their  plantations, 
have  enlarged  them  as  much  as  they  have  found 
it  convenient.  They  (till  maintain  themfelves 
by  fuffering  part  of  their  grounds  to  lie  fallow, 
while  the  ocher  part  is  cultivated.  ^But  this  re- 
fource  is  not  equal  to  what  it  would  be  in  Eu- 
,rope.  This  is  the  opinion  of  the  inhabitants 
themfelves,  who  diredl  their  induftry  towards  the 
culture  of  fugar,  as  much  as  their  fortune  and 
their  credit  will  allow  them. 

It  is  upon  the  cultivated  and  exhaufted  heights 
of  this  quarter,  that  it  would  be  proper  to  breed 
cattle.  Government  were  in  an  error,  when  they 
ceded  the  mountains,  upon  condition  that  they 
(hould  be  covered  with  horned  cattle^  Befides 
that  a virgin  foil  could  not  be  reafonably  em- 
ployed in  paftilre  ground,  as  it  might  be  rendered 
more  produdive  to  the  ftatej  it  was  impoffible  to 
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expeft  that  enterprizing  men  would  make  them- 
felves  fhepherds,  when  they  could  derive  greater 
îid vantages  from  their  grounds,  in  whatever  cul- 
ture they  might  employ  them.  It  may  even  be 
affirmed,  that  the  cattle  will  always  be  infinitely 
fcarce  at  San  Domingo,  even  in  thefe  places 
which  cannot  be  employed  for  any  other  purpofe, 
as  long  as  the  monopoly  of  flaughter-houfes  ffiall 
fubfift  in  the  colony. 

Coteaux  occupies  about  ten  leagues  of  the 
fhore,  and  is  from  two  to  five  leagues  in  depth, 
Small  creeks  are  every  where  found,  where  it  is 
eafy  to  land  j but  none  of  them  offer  a fecure 
fhelter  in  rough  weather.  This  quarter  contains 
|;wenty-four  plantadons  of  coffee,  three  of  cotton, 
and  fixty-fix  of  indigo.  This  laft  produflion  hath 
lefs  dejereafed  in  quantity,  and  lefs  degenerated 
in  quality,  at  this  place,  than  any  where  elfe  j 
advantages  which  muff  be  attributed  to  the  na- 
ture aod  to  the  difpofition  of  the  territory.  The 
time,  however,  doth  not  feem  far  diftant,  when 
the  borders  of  the  fea  will  difplay  fourteen  or 
fifteen  fugar  plantations,  formed  upon  the  ruins 
of  the  antient  cultures.  Habit,  and  the  facility  of 
obtaining  Haves  by  contraband  connexions,  will 
facilitate  this  revolution. 

TiByRON,  which  hath  ten  leagues  of  extent 
upon  the  borders  of  the  fea,  and  two,  three,  or 
four  in  the  inland  parts,  terminates  this  coaff. 
The  rpad  of  thjs  cape  doth  not  offer  a fufficient 
fhelter  againft  ftorms  i but  well-difpofed  batteries 
^ay  render  it  a place  of  retreat  for  the  French 
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veflels,  which  are  purfued  in  time  of  war  in  thefe 
latitudes.  This  fettlement  hath  four-habitations 
for  cotton,  thirty  for  indigo,  and  thirty-feven  for 
coffee.  Four  fugar  plantations  have  been  efta- 
blifhed  there  fince  the  peace,  and  their  number 
may  be  increafed  to  fixteen. 

All  the  fettlemer.ts  which  we  havejuft  taken  a 
review  of,  languifh  in  a ftate  of  greater  or  lefs  mi- 
fery.  Accordingly,  the  Tales  and  the  purchafes 
are  not  made  there  with  metals  as  in  the  northern 
or  eaftern  part  of  the  colony.  On  the  fouthern, 
the  merchandise  of  Europe  is  exchanged  for  the 
^ productions  of  America.  This  favage  praClice 
occafions  eternal  difcuffions,  innumerable  frauds, 
and  ruinous  delays,  which  keep  oft  the  navi- 
gators, thofe  efpecially  who  carry  on  the  flave 
trade. 

It  is  a faCt,  which  is  but  too  well  proved,  that 
the  annual  lofs  of  Negroes  amounts  naturally  to 
one  twentieth  part  of  them,  and  that  accidents 
carry  off  a fifteenth  part.  From  this  circum- 
ftance  it  follows,  that  the  country  we  are  fpeak- 
ing  of,  and  in  which  upwards  of  forty  thoufand 
flaves  are  collected,  muft  have  feen  five  and 
twenty  thoufand  of  them  die  in  ten  years  time. 
Eight  thoufand  one  hundred  and  thirty-four 
Africans,  who  have  been  introduced  by  French 
privateers  from  1763  to  1773,  have  not  certainly 
been  able  to  fill  up  this  great  void.  What  would 
then  have  been  the  fate  of  thofe  fettlements  if 
the  fmuggling  trade  had  not  fupplied  the  defi-- 
çiency  ? But  this  is  not  the  whole, 
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The  füuthern  part  of  St.  Domingo  hath  a great 
difadvantage.  The  mountains  that  command  it, 
deprive  it,  as  well  as  the  weftern  coaff,  during 
the  fpace  of  about  fix  months  of  the  rains  of  the 
north  and  the  north-eaft,  which  fertilife  the 
northern  parts  of  the  country.  It  will  then  re- 
jnain  unrilled  or  be  ill  cultivated,  till  the  waters 
of  the  rivers  fnall  have  fupplied  the  place  of  thofe 
from  the  fley.  This  operationj  vvhich  would  in- 
creafe  the  productions  by  two-thirds,  requires  a 
vaft  capital  and  a great  number  of  (laves.  The 
trade  of  France,  whether  from  inability  or  mif- 
truft  doth  not  furnifli  them. 

,What  meafures  ought  government  to  pnrfue? 
They  fhould  lay  open  that  part  of  the  colony  for 
the  fpace  of  ten  or  fifteen* years,  freely  to  all  fo- 
reigners. The  Englidi  would  carry  Negroes  to 
it,  and  the  Dutch  would  advance  money  at  an 
interell,  which  might  very  well  be  fuftained  bv 
the  cultures  of  the  New  World.  The  fuccefs  of 
this  ftep  would  be  infallible,  if  laws  were  made 
which  Ihould  give  a proper  degree  of  validity  to 
the  credit  of  the  two  nations. 

The  weftern  part  of  the  colony  differs 
greatly  from  the  fouthern.  The  firft  fettlement, 
of  any  confequence,  which  is  found  there,  is 
that  of  Jeremiah,  or  the  Great  Bay.  It  occupies 
twenty  leagues  of  coaft,  from  Cape  Tiburon  to 
Petit-trou,  and  extends  from  four  to  fix  leagues 
in  the  inland  parts.  As  this  diftriCl  is'ftill  an  in- 
fant fettlement,  the  borders  of  the  fea  only  are 
inhabited,  and  thefe  even  very. little.  All  the 
productions,  however,  which  enrich  the  reft  of 
5 the 
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the  iflancl  are  cultivated  here.  There  is  alfo  one 
produftion  which  is  peculiar  to  it,  and  this  is 
cacao,  which  could  not  fucceed  in  more  open 
places;  and  one  hundred  thoufand  pounds  weight 
are  annually  gathered.  The^ftaple  is  a fmall  town 
agreeably  built  and  fituated  upon  an  eminence, 
v.'here  the  air  is  exceedingly  wholefome.  It  muft 
in  time  become  a confiderable  mart.  Unfortu- 
nately it  hath  got  a bad  harbour;  whenever  the 
north  winds  blow  with  any  degree  of  violence,  the 
ihips  are  obliged  either  to  take  refuge  at  Cape 
Dame  Marie ^ where  no  meafures  have  been  taken 
to  proteeft  them,  or  to  feek  for  the  ifland  of  Cay- 
mites,  which  is  expofed  to  the  inroads  of  the 
pirates. 

The  little  Guave  was  formerly  in  great  repu- 
tation, which  was  owen  to  it’s  harbour,  where 
fliips  of  all  lîzes  found  an  excellent  anchorage, 
conveniencies  for  refitting,  and  a fhelter  from  all 
winds.  It  was  an  afylum  the  moft  convenient 
for  adventurers,  whofe  only  defign  was  to  appro- 
priate to  themfelves  the  fpoils  of  the  Spanilli  na- 
vigators. This  place  hath  loft  much  of  it’s  cele- 
brity fince  cultures  have  fucceeded  to  piracy;  it 
owes  the  fmall  degree  of  confideration  it  ftill  re- 
tains to  the  richnels  of  it’s  territorial  produdions, 
which  are  limited  to  fifteen  plantations  of  fugar, 
twenty  of  coffee,  and  twelve  of  indigo  or  cot- 
ton ; and  ftill  more  to  the  produce  of  twenty-^four 
plantations  of  fugar,  fifty  of  indigo,  fixty-feven 
of  coffee,  and  thirty-four  of  cotton,  which  are 
poured  into  it’s  ftaple  from  the  parifhes  of  Petit- 
Trou,  Lance-a-Veaux,  St.  Michel,  and  the  Great 

Guave. 
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® XII  ^ Guave.  It  is  unhealthy,  and  will  always  be  fo, 

V — » till  a flope  hath  been  made  for  the  river  Abaret, 

the  ftagnant  waters  of  which  form  infeéUous-mo- 
raffes. 

The  dependencies  ofLeogane  have  fome  de- 
gree of  extent,  twenty  habitations  are  reckoned 
among  them  deftined  for  indigo,  forty  for  coffee, 
ten  for  cotton,  and  fifty-two  for  fugar.  Before 
the  earthquake  of  1770,  which  deflroyed  every 
thing;  the  town  had  fifteen  regular  built  ftreets, 
and  four  hundred  houfes  of  ftone,  which  are  at 
prefent  only  built  of  wood.  It’s  pofition,  which 
is  upon  a narrow,  fertile,  and  well  watered  plain, 

' would  be  excellent,  if  a navigable  canal  were 

made  to  open  an  eafy  communication  with  it’s 
harbour,  which  is  no  more  than  a mile  diftant. 

If  it  were  advifeable  to  have  a fortified  town  ' 
on  the  weftern  coafl,  undoubtedly  Leogane  would 
claim  the  preference.  It  flands  upon  plain 
ground,  is  not  commanded  by  any  eminence, 
nor  can  it  be  annoyed  by  any  fliips.  But  to  fe- 
cure  it  from  being  furprifed,  it  fhould  at  leafl 
have  been  furrounded  with  a deep  ditch,  which 
might  eafily  be  filled  with  w'ater  without  the 
leafl:  expence.  This  might  have  been  effeâied 
at  a much  more  reafonable  rate  than  the  works 
which  have  been  begun  at  Port-au-Prince. 

The  weftern  part  of  the  ifland  was  the  firfl 
that  was  cultivated  by  the  French,  that  being  at 
the  greatefl  diftance  from  the  Spanifh  forces, 
which  they  had  then  reafon  to  fear.  This  being 
in  the  center  of  the  coafts  that  belonged  to  them, 
|he  feat  of  government  ^was  fixed  there.  It  was 

firflj 
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firft  fettled  at  the  little  Giiave,  hath  been  fince  ? o o k 
transferred  to  Leogane,  and  hath  at  lafl;  beeg  . 

fixed  at  Port-au-Prince  in  1750. 

The  territory  of  this  diftrid  contains  forty 
plantations  of  fugar,  fifty  of  coffee,  and  fifteen 
of  cotton.  This  produce  is  increafed  by  feveral 
ftill  more  confiderable,  which  arife  from  the  rich 
plains  of  the  Cul-de-Sac,  of  the  Arcahaye,  anfi 
of  the  mountains  of  Mirbalais,  In  this  point  of 
view,  Port-au-Prince  is  an  important  ftaple,  to  • 
which  a protedion  ought  to  be  granted  fufficient 
to  prevent  any  furprife,  and  to  fecure  the  retreat 
of  the  citizens.  But  let  us  confider  whether  it  was 
proper  to  concentrate  in  this  fpot  the  civil  and 
military  authority,  the  tribunals,  the  troops,  the 
ammunition,  the  provifions,  and  the  aliénais  i 
everything,  in  a word,  which  contributes  to  the 
fupport  of  a great  colony. 

The  place  that  was  made  choice  of  for  the  in^ 
tended  capital,  is  an  opening  about  1400  toifes 
long  in  a dired  line,  and  commanded  on  both 
fides.  Two  harbours,  formed  by  fome  ifiets, 
have  afforded  a pre'tence  for  this  injudicious 
choice.  The  harbour  intended  for  trading  veffels 
being  now  almofl  filled  up,  can  no  longer  admit 
men  of  war  with  fafetyi  and  the  great  harbour  de- 
figned  for  thefe,  being  as  unwholefome  as  the 
other,  from  the  exhalations  of  the  fmall  iflands, 
neither  is  nor  can  be  defended  by  any  thing  againft 
a fuperior  enemy. 

A SMALL  fquadron  might  even  block  up  a 
ftronger  one  in  fo  unfavourable  a pofition.  Go- 
pave,  which  divides  the  bay  ip  two,  would  leave 
’ * ‘ *■  ^ frçç 
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a free  and  fafe  paffage  for  the  fmaller  fquadronj 
the  fea  winds  would  prevent  the  other  fquadron 
from  getting  up  to  it  3 the  land  vv^indsj  by  facili- 
tating the  exit  of  the  enemy’s  (hips  from  the  har- 
bour, would  leave  them  the  choice  of  retreating 
through  either  of  the  outlets  of  St.  Mark  and 
Leogane  ; and  all  other  circumftances  being 
equal,  they  would  always,  have  the  advantage 
of  keeping  Gonave  between  them  and  the  French 
fquadron. 

But  what  would  be  the  confequence  if  the 
French  fquadron  flaould  prove  the  weakeft?  Dif- 
abled  and  purfued,  it  could  never  gain  a (belter 
that  runs  fo  deep  into  land  as  Port-au-Prince, 
before  the  conqueror  had  taken  advantage  of  it’s 
defeat.  If  the  difabled  fliips  (liould  reach  the 
place,  nothing  could  hinder  the  enemy  from 
purfuing  them  almoft  in  a line,  and  even  from 
entering  the  king’s  harbour,  where  they  would 
take  refuge. 

The  bed  of  all  dations  for  a cruize  is  that 
where  one  may  chufe  whether  one  will  accept  or 
decline  the  fight,  where  there  is  but  a fmall  fpace 
to  guard,  where  the  whole  may  be  viewed  from 
one  central  point,  where  a fafe  anchorage  may 
be  found  at  every  tack,  where  one  may  be  con- 
cealed without  going  fitr,  procure  wood  and  water 
at  pleafure,  and  fail  in  open  feas,  in  which  there 
is  nothing  to  fear  but  from  fqualls.  Thefe  are 
the  advantages  that  an  enemy’s  fquadron  will  al- 
ways have  over  the  French  fliips  at  anchor  in 
Port-au-Prince.  A fingle  frigate  might  fafely 
come  and  bid  them  defiance,  and  be  fufneient  to 

i.ncercept 


IN  THE  EAST  AND  WEST  INDIES. 

mtercept  any  trading  fliips  that  fliould  attempt  to 
go  in  or  out  without  a convoy. 

Nevertheless,  a harbour  fo  unfavourable  as 
this,  hath  determined  the  building  of  the  town.  It 
extends  along  the  fea-lbore  the  fpace  of  i2co  toifes, 
that  is,  nearly  along  the  opening  which  the  fea 
has  made  in  the  center  of  the  weftern  coaft.  In 
this  great  extent,  which  runs  in  to  the  depth  of 
550  toifes,  are,  as  it  were  loft,  558  houfes  or 
dwelling-places,  difperfed  in  29  ftreets.  The 
drainings  of  the  torrents  that  fall  from  the  hills, 
render.this  place  always  damp,  without  fupplying 
it  with  good  water.  Add  to  all  this,  the  little  le- 
curity  there  is  in  a place  commanded  on  the  land 
fide,  and  on  the  fea  fide  eafy  of  accefs  in  all  parts. 
Even  the  fmall  iflands  which  divide  the  harbours 
would  be  fo  far  from  defending  the  town  from  an 
invafion,  that  they  would  only  ferve  to  cover  the 
landing. 

Such  is  the  fpot,  which  on  account  of  private 
interefts,  hath  been  unfortunately  chofen  to  build 
the  capital  of  St.  Domingo  upon.  It  hath  been 
entirely  deftrdyed  by  an  earthquake  which  hap- 
pened in  1770.  Tiiis  was  the  time  to  have 
brought  about  an  alteration,'  and  there  was  the 
more  reafon  to  expedl  it,  as  there  is  the  greateft; 
probability  that  the'''new  town  is  built  upon  the 
cavern  of  the  volcano.  But  thele  hopes  were 
fruftrated,  the  private  houfes  and  the  public  edi- 
fices have  all  been  rebuilt. 

Sleep  on  then,  thou  fenfelefs  inhabitant  of  St. 
Domingo,  fince  thou  art  fo  intrepid  ; fleep  on, 
upon  the  flight  and  thin  layer  of  earth  which  parts 

thee 
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B xin  ^ from  the  gulph  of  fire  that  burns  under  thjr 

r — i pillow.  Remain  ignorant  of  the  danger  with: 

which  thou  art  threatened,  fince  thy  apprehen- 
fions  would  lend  only  to  embitter  every  inftant: 
of  thy  life,  without  preferving  thee  from  it. — Con- 
fider  not  how  much  thine  exiftence  is  precarious.’ 
Be  not  informed,  that  it  depends  upon  the  cafual 
fall  of  a ftream,  or  upon  the  infiltration  already 
perhaps  far  advanced,  of  the  fmall  quantity  of 
; waters  by  which  thou  art  furrounded  in  the  fub- 
terranean  cauldron,  which  thy  habitation  hath 
been  doomed  to  cover.  If  thou  fliouldft  emerge 
from  thy  ftupidity  only  for  an  infiant,  what  would 
become  of  thee  ! Thou  wouldfl  behold  death 
moving  under  thy  feet.  The  hollow  found  of 
the  torrents  of  fulphur  expanded,  would  continu- 
ally afiail  thine  ears.  Thou  wouldfl:  feel  the 
ofcillation  of  the  layer  of  earth  that  fupports  thee.' 
Thou  wouldfl  hear  it  open  with  tumultuous  noife; 
Thou  wouldfl  fly  from  thy  houfe  and  run  diflradt- 
edly  about  the  flreets.  Thou  wouldfl  think  that 
the  walls  of  thy  dwelling,  and  that  all  the  edifices 
were  fhaking,  and  that  thou  wert  going  to  de- 
feend  in  the  midfl  of  their  ruins  into  the  gulph 
which  is  prepared,  if  not  for  thee,  at  leafl  for 
thy  unfortunate  poflerity.  The  completion  of 
the  difafler  that  awaits  them  will  be  fhorter  than 
my  account  of  it.  But  if  there  exifl  a juftice  to' 
avenge  great  crimes  j if  there  be  an  infernal  re- 
gion, it  is  there,  I trufl,  that  the  villains,  who, 
blinded  by  views  of  felf-interefl,  have  impofed 
upon  the  throne,  and  whofe  fatal  councils  have 
raifed  this  monument  of  ignorance  and  flupidity 
4 ' Upon 
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upon  which  thou  dwellefl:,  and  which  hath  per-  b 3 o k 
haps  but  an  inftant  of  duration  j it  is  there  that  ■_  * 

they  will  go,  and  groan  perpetually  in  unextin- 
guifhable  flames. 

St.  Marc,  which  hath  only  two  hundred 
houfes,  but  pleafantly  built,  is  fituated  at  the 
bottom  of  a bay,  which  is  crowned  with  a cref- 
cent  of  little  hills  filled  with  freeflone.  Two 
rivulets  run  through  the  town,  and  it’s  air  is  pure. 

There  are  to  be  found  upon  it’s  territory  no  more 
than  ten  plantations  of  fugar,  thirty-two  of  in- 
digo, one  hundred  of  coffee,  and  feventy-two  of 
cotton.  It’s  harbour,  however,  though  a bad 
one,  attrafts  a great  number  of  navigators,  and 
it  is  indebted  for  this  advantage  to  the  riches  of 
the  Artibonite. 

This  is  an  exceeding  good  plain,  fifteen  leagues 
in  length,  and  of  unequal  breadth,  from  four  to 
nine  leagues;  it  is  divided  into  two  parts  by  the 
river  from  which  it  takes  it’s  name,  and  which  ' 
flows  with  rapidity  along  the  higheft  part  of  the 
plain,  after  having  run  through  fome  of  the  Spa- 
nifh  pofTeffions  and  the  country  of  Mirbalais.  The  ^ 

elevation  of  thefe  waters  hath  fuggefted  the  idea 
of  dividing  them,  the  poffibility  of  doing  which 
hath  been  geometrically  demonftrated.  So  great 
is  the  power  of  enlightened  nations  over  nature 
itfelf  ; but  a proje6t  founded  on  the  bafis  of  ma- 
thematical knowlege,  requires  the  utmoft:  caution 
in  the  execution. 

In  the  prefent  ftate  of  things,  the  plantations 
formed  upon  the  right  fliore  are  expofed  to  fre- 
quent droughts,  which  often  difappoint  the  bell 

' grounded 
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grounded  expeditions.  Thofe  of  the  left  (Lore, 
which  are  evidently  placed  much  lower,  are  well 
watered,  and  have  rifen  by  this  advantage  to  the 
! higheft  perfedion  in  their  cultures.  The  pro- 
1 p'rietors  of  the  former  haften  the  fpreading  of  the 
j waters,  which  is  guarded  againfl;  by  the  latter, 

I who  are  apprehenfive  of  feeing  their  grounds 
‘ overflowed. 

I If,  as  it  is  generally  underflood,  thefe  are  ef- 
j fedual  methods  to  render  one  part  fertile,  with- 
I out  reducing  the  other  part  to  barrennefs,  why 
fhould  this  operation  be  poflponed,  by  which  an 
increafe  of  ten  or  twelve  millions  weight  of  fugar 
might  be  obtained  This  increafe  would  be  flill 
more  confiderable,  if  a method  could  be  devifed 
to  drain  that  part  of  the  coafl  which  is  overflowed 
by  the  waters  of  the  Artibonite.  Thus  it  is,  that 
the  civilized  man,  by  changing  the  courfe  of 
rivers,  makes  the  earth  fubfervient  to  his  ufe. 
The  fertility  he  imparts  to  the  lands  can  only 
juflify  his  conquefls  J if  indeed  art  and  labour, 
laws  and  virtues,  may  be  allowed  in  procefs  of 
time  to  atone  for  the  injuflice  of  invafion. 

The  territory  of  the  Gonaves  is  flat,  tolerably 
even,  and  very  dry;  it  hath  two  plantations  of 
fugar,  ten  of  coffee,  fix  of  indigo,  and  thirty  of 
cotton  ; this  laft  produ6tion  might  be  eafily  mul- 
tiplied, upon  a great  extent  of  fand,  which  at 
prefent  doth  not  appear  proper  for  any  other  kind 
of  culture.  But  fiiould  the  waters  of  the  Artibo- 
nite be  ever  prudently  diftributed,  a confiderable 
part  of  this  large  diflrid  would  be  covered  with 
fugar  canes.  It  would  then  be  perceived,  that 

the 


IN  THE  EAST  AND  WEST  INDIËS. 


i6i 

the  feat  of  government  ought  to  have  been  placed  ® ® ^ 

in  it’s  port,  which  is  excellent,  and  might  ^be 
eafiiy  fortified.’  Another  advantage  which  mufc 
necelTarily  add  to  the  value  of  this  country,  is, 
that  min'etal  wâters  are  to  be  found  there.  '-They 
were  neglected  fon  a long  while,  in  a colony 
which  is  always  full  of  fick  perfons  or  convalef- 
centsj  but  at  length  in  1772,  baths  and  foun- 
tains, commodious  habitations,  'and  an  hofpital 
for  foldiers  and  failors  w'ere  built  there. 

T HE  colonies  prefent  us  with  fome  contradiftory 

,1  .....  nponthelit- 

phænomenà’  which  it  is  impoffible  to  deny,  and  *1=  concern 
which  it  is 'difficult  to  conciliate.  • moîLr- 

Ther'E  can  fcarce  be  a doubt,  but  that  we  hold  thrcoiioni"t 
the  produélions  of  the  colonies  in  high  eftimation. 

Why  therefore  do  we  concern  ourfelves  fo  little 
about  the  profperity  and  the  prefervation  of  the 
colonifts  ? If  the  violence  of  a hurricane  ffiall 
have  buried  thoufands  of  unfortunate  people  un- 
der the  ruins  of  their  dwellings,  and  lhall  have 
laid  wafte  their  poffeffions  j this  is  an  event  which 
takes  up  our  attention  lefs  than  a duel  fought,  or 
an  aflaffination  committed  at  home.  Should  a 
vaft  country  of  the  diftant  continent  continue  to 
be  ravaged  by  fome  epidemical  difeafe,  we  talk 
of  the  matter  at  home  with  more  coolnefs,  than 
of  the  uncertain  return  of  the  fmall-pox  after  in- 
oculation. If  the  horrors  of  famine  flaould  reduce 
the  inhabitants  of  St.  Domingo,  or  of  Martinico, 
to  feek  for  their  food  in  the  country,  or  to  devour 
one  another,  we  are  lefs  concerned  at  fuch  a ca- 
taftrophe  than  at  the  calamity  of  a hail  ftorm,  that 
fliould  have  deftroyed  the  harveft  in  fome  one  of 
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our  villages.  It  is  natural  enough  to  think,  that 
this  indifference  is  the  effedtof  diftance,  and  that 
the  colonifts  are  not  more  affedled  with  our  mis- 
fortunes than  we  are  with  cheir’s. 

But  it  will  be  fald,  that  our  towns  are  conti- 
guous to  our  country  places,  and  that  we  have 
the  mifery  of  their  inhabitants  incelTantly  in  our 
view.  We  are  not  the  lefs  defirous  of  plentiful 
harvefts  of  all  kinds  from  them,  and  yet  it  is 
fcarce  poflible,  that  there  fiiould  be  a greater  ne- 
gleél  fhew’n  for  the  encouragement,  the  multi- 
plication, and  the  prefervation  of  the  hufband- 
men.  From  whence  can  this  furpizing  contra- 
diflion  arife?  It  muff;  be,  that  we  are  mad  refpedt- 
ing  the  manner  in  which  we  treat  our  colonifts, 
and  both  inhuman  and  mad  in  our  conduft  with 
our  farmers,  firtce  both  at  home  and  at  a diftance 
we  require  the  lame  things  j and  that  yet  we  will 
not  adopt  the  means  of  procuring  them  in  either 
of  thofe  places. 

But  how  doth  it  happen,  that  this  inconfiftency 
of  the  people  Ihould  likewife  extend  to  the  go- 
vernment ? It  is  becaufe  there  is,  according  to 
all  appearances,  a greater  fpirit  of  jealoufy  than 
of  true  intereft,  either  in  the  acquifttion  or  the. 
prefervation  of  this  fpecies  of  diftant  property;  it 
is  becaufe  the  ibvereigns  fcarce  reckon  the  colo- 
nifts as  among  the  number  of  their  fubjeéts.  I 
lhall  not  fcruple  to  declare,  fince  it  is  my  opinion, 
that  an  irruption  of  the  fea,  which  fliould  fwallow 
up  this  portion  of  their  domain,  would  affedt  them 
lefs  than  the  lofs  of  it  from  the  invafion  of  a rival 
power.  They  care  very  little  whether  thefe  men 

live 


ÎN  THE  EAST  AND  WÈST  INDIES.  '163 

live  or  die,  provided  they  do  not  belong  to  any  ^ o o k 
one  elfe.  ■ — 

I SHALL  therefore  firfl  addrefs  rnyfelf  to  the  fo- 
Vereigns,  and  I fliall  tell  them  i either  leave  thefe 
men  to  their  fate,  or  affift  them  i I fliall  then  ad- 
drefs rnyfelf  to  the  coloniils,  and  I fhall  fay  ; im- 
plore the  affiftanceof  the  mother-country, to  which 
you  are  fubjedl  j and  if  you  fliould  experience  a de- 
nial, break  olf  your  connexions  with  it.  It  is  too 
much  to  be  obliged  to  fupport  at  once  mifery, 
indifference,  and  flavery. 

But  wherefore  are  the  colonies  worfe  regulat- 
ed, and  more  unhappy  ftill,  under  thofe  powers 
to  whofe  ftrength  and  fplendour  they  arc  the  moft 
neceifary  ? It  is  bccaufe  thofe  powers  are  ifill 
more  abfurd  than  we  arej  and  being  commercial 
Hates  the  fpirit  of  their  adminiftration  is  Hill  more 
cruel.  It  is  becawfe  in  imitation  of  the  farmer, 
who  is  not  certain  of  enjoying  a new  leafe,  they 
exhauft  a land,  which  from  one  year  to  another 
may  pafs  into  the  hands  of  a new  poffelTor.  When 
the  provinces  of  a Hate  are  contiguous,  thofe  that 
are  neareH  the  frontiers  are  treated  with  moft 
management.  It  is  direXly  contrary  with  the 
colonies.  They  are  oppreffed,  from  the  foie  ap- 
prehenfion,  that  in  circumftances  of  a perilous 
nature  the  care  that  might  have  been  beftowed 
upon  them  Hiould  be  entirely  throw’n  away. 

The  weftern  part  of  the  colony  is  feparated  Settlement* 
from  the  northern  part  by  the  Mole  of  Sr.  Nicho-  the  north  of 
las,  which  lies  on  both  coafts.  At  the  head  of  g,, 
the  cape  is  a good,  lafe,  and  commodious  har- 
bour. It  Hands  direXly  oppofite  to  Point  Maizi, 
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^ xin  ^ the  idand  of  Cuba,  and  feems  naturally  deftin- 
ed,  by  this  pofitlon,  to  become  the  mod:  important 
pod  in  all  America  for  the  convenience  of  navi- 
gation. The  opening  of  the  bay  is  1450  toifes 
broad.  The  road  leads  to  the  harbour,  and  the 
harbour  to  the  bafon.  All  this  great  recefs  is 
wholefome,  though  the  waters  of  the  fea  are  al- 
mod  in  a date  of  dagnation  there.  The  bafon, 
which  feems  as  if  made  for  the  purpofe  of  careen- 
ing, has  not  the  inconvenience  of  clofe  harbours: 
it  is  open  to  the  Wed  and  North  winds;  and 
yet,  if  they  blow  ever  fo  hard,  they  can^  never  in- 
terrupt or  retard  any  w’ork  that  is  done  in  the 
port.  The  peninfula  where  the  harbour  is  fitu- 
ated,  rifes  gradually  to  the  plains,  which  dand 
upon  a very  large  bafis  ; it  feems,  as  it  were,  a 
fingle  mountain,  with  a broad  and  flat  top,  de- 
feending  with  a gentle  dope  to  unite  with  the  red 
of  the  ifland. 

The  Mole  of  St.  Nicolas  was  long  neglefled 
by  the  inhabitants  of  St.  Domingo.  The  bare 
hills  and  fiat  rocks  it  abounded  with,  afforded 
nothing  worth  their  notice.  The  ufe  which  the 
Englifh  made  of  it  during  the  lad  war,  has  ren- 
dered it  of  fom.e  kind  of  confequence.  The 
' French  minidry,  enlightened  even  by  their  ene- 

mies, fettled  in  1767  a daple  there,  where  foreign 
navigators  might  freely  barter  the  wood  and 
cattle,  of  which  the  colony  was  in  want,  for  it’'s 
' molaffes  and  brandy,  which  were  rejefted  by  the 
mother-country.  This  communication,  which, 
by  a reafonable  toleration,  and  indudrious  fmug- 
gling,  hath  been  extended  to  feveral  other  ob- 
jects. 
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jb£ls,  gave  birth  to  a town,  which  at  prefent  book 
confifts  of  three  hundred  wooden  houfes,  brought  ■_  j 
ready  built  from  New  England. 

At  fome  diftance  from  the  port,  but  ftill  within 
the  diftrifl  of  the  mole,  is  the  town  of  Bom- 
bardopolis.  The  Acadians,  and  Germans,  who 
had  been  carried  there  jn  1763,  perifhed  at  firfl: 
with  aftonifhing  rapidity.  This  is  conftantly  the 
fate  that  attends  all  new  fettlements  between  the 
Tropics.  The  few  of  thefe  unfortunate  people 
that  have  outlived  the  fatal  effedls  of  the  climate, 
and  thofe  of  difappointment  and  poverty,  were 
wilhing  only  to  quit  this  barren  foil,  when  the 
tranfaftions  carried  on  in  their  neighbourhood, 
revived,  in  fome  meafure,  their  hopes.  They 
cultivate  provifions,  fruits,  and  vegetabless  which 
they  fell  to  the  (hips,  or  to  the  inhabitants  of  the 
port,  and  even  a fmall  quantity  of  coffee  and  cot- 
ton for  Europe. 

The  next  fettlement  on  the  North  coaff,  after 
the  mole  of  St.  Nicolas,  is  called  Port  Paix.  It 
owed  it’s  origin  to  the  neighbourhood  of  Tor- 
tuga, whole  inhabitants  took  refuge  there  when 
they  forfook  that  iffand.  The  grounds  were 
cleared  fo  early,  that  this  is  is  one  of  the  healthieft 
fpots  in  St.  Domingo,  and  has  long  fince  attained 
the  utmoft  degree  of  riches  and  population  it  is 
capable  of;  but  thefe  are  not  very  confiderable, 
though  induftry  has  been  carried  fo  far  as  even  to 
pierce  through  mountains  for  the  conveyance  of 
water  to  moiften  the  grounds.  Port  Paix  is  on 
all  fides  fo  difficult  of  accefs,  that  it  is  in  a man- 
ner cut  off  from  the  reft:  of  the  colony, 
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The  little  Saint  Louis,  the  Borgne,  Port  Mar- 
got, Limbe,  and  La.cul,  have  likewife  no  com- 
munication with  each  other,  Thele  places  are 
divided  by  rivers,  which  overflow  and  ravage 
the  befl:  lands.  Accordingly,  they  are  in 
general  too  cold  for  fugar-canes  to  thrive  in 
them.  The  waters  of  thefe  torrents  ought  to  be 
confined  in  large  and  deep  beds.  After  thefe  la- 
bours are  finiffied,  it  would  be  an  eafy  matter  to 
conftrucl  bridges,  which  would  draw  the  inhabit- 
ants nearer  together,  would  enable  them  to  com- 
municate their  improvements  to  each  other,  and 
would  make  them  enjoy  the  advantages  of  a better 
regulated  fociety.  The  plantations  in  indigo  would 
then  be  improved,  and  thofe  of  fugar  would  be 
multiplied,  while  the  coffee  would  not  be  forfaken  j 
this  plant  is  confide.red  as  the  befl  of  the  kind  in  the 
colony.  Limbe  alone  collecls  two  millions  weight 
of  it,  as  good  as  that  of  Martinico. 

This  is  very  little,  if  indeed  it  be  any  thing, 
in  comparifon  of  the  produflions  of  the  plain  of 
the  Cape,  which  is  twenty  leagues  in  length,  and 
about  four  in  breadth.  Few  lands  are  better 
watered  j but  there  is  not  a river  where  a floop 
can  go  up  above  three  miles.  All  this  great 
fpace  is  inteiTecled  with  ftraight  roads  forty  feet 
wide,  and  planted  on  both  fides  with  hedges  of 
citron  trees,  Thefe  roads  would  have  been  per- 
fedl  in  their  kind,  had  they  been  ornamented 
with  tall  trees,  which  would  have  afforded  a de- 
lightful ihade  for  travellers,  and  prevented  that 
fcarcity  of  wood  which  this  diftriél  already  begins 
to  feel.  This  is  ;hc  country  of  America  which 
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produces  the  greateft  quantity  of  fugar,  and  of 
the  beft  fort.  The  plain  is  terminated  by  a ridge 
of  mountains,  which  varies  in  depth  from  four  to 
eight  leagues.  Few  of  them  are  very  high  ; feve- 
ral  of  them  may  be  cultivated  to  the  very  fummit, 
and  they  are  all  interfered  at  intervals  with  an 
infinite  number  of  plantations  of  coffee,  and  fome 
exceeding  fine  plantations  of  indigo. 

Although  the  French  had  been  early  acquaint- 
ed with  the  value  of  [a  territory,  the  fertility  of 
which  furpaflfes  all  that  can  be  faid  of  it,  yet  they 
did  not  begin  to  cultivate  it  till  1770,  the  time 
when  their  apprehenfions  of  the  Spaniards, 
who  till  then  had  remained  in  force  in  the 
neighbourhood  were  diffipated.  A Calvinift, 
nam.ed  Gobin,  one  of  thofe  whom  the  fpirit  of 
intoleration  in  religious  matters  began  to  drive 
out  from  their  native  country,  went  and  reared 
the  firft  habitation  at  this  cape.  More  houfes 
were  built  as  the  grounds  were  cleared.  This 
fettlement  had  already  made  fuch  progrefs 
in  the  fpace  of  twenty  years,  as  to  excite  thejea- 
loufy  of  the  EnglilF.  They  joined  their  forces 
with  thofe  of  Spain,  and,  attacking  it  both  by 
land  andfea^  in  1695,  they  took,  plundered,  and 
reduced  it  to  alhes. 

A GREAT  advantage  might  have  been  made  of 
this  misfortune.  Intereft,  which  is  the  primary 
founder  of  all  colonies,  had  induced  the  inhabit- 
ants to  chufe,  in  a harbour  that  is  three  leagues  in 
circumference,  the  foot  of  a hill  for  the  portion 
of  the  cape,  becaufe  it  was  the  place  that  lay 
moft  convenient  for  the  anchorage.  A fituation 
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more  wholefome,  more  convenient,  and  more 
fpacious,  might  have  been  chofen.  This  was 
not  attended  toj  but  the  town  was  rebuilt,  where 
it  ought  never  to  have  been  built,  in  a bottom, 
where  the  rays  of  the  fun  are  rendered  more 
fcorching  by  the  reflexion  of  the  mountains;  and 
which  never  can  be  refrefned  by  the  coolnefs  of  the 
land  breezes.  Yet  fuch  is  the  richnefs  of  the  ad- 
jacent  country,  that  this  fettlement.  hath,  conti- 
nually increafed.  . T 

Tîie  Cape  is  now  cut  by  twenty-nine  ftraight 
flreets,  into  225  clufters  of  houfes,  which  amount 
to  900;  but  thefe  ftreets  are  too  narrow,  and  hav- 
ing no  dope,  though  the  foil  itfelf  be  prominent 
in  the  center,  are  alv/ays  dirty;  for,  as  they  are 
paved  only  in  the  middle,  the  kennels,  which  are 
not  even  on  each  fide,  gather  into  puddles  and 
common  fiioreS,  inllead  of  draining  off  the  wa- 

! , I r, 

ters.  - ’ • 

The  dld-fquare  of  Notre-Dame,  and  the  church 
built  with  ftones  brought  from  Europe  that  ter- 
minatesdt'v  the  new  fquare  of  Clugny,  where  the 
market -lïath  been ■ fixt  ; the  fountains  that  em- 
bellifh  both  of  thefe "iTJonuments  ; the  governor’s 
houfe,  The  barracks’^ 'the ‘fheatre  ; none  of  thefe 
public  edifices,  in  a word,  would  attract  the  no- 
tice of  the  curious  traveller,  ’ who  fliould  have 
any  idea  of  the  principles^  of  architediure.  But 
‘if  nature  had  endowed  him  with  fehfibility,  his 
heart  would  expand  at  ‘ the  bare  mention  of  the 
houfe  called  La  Providence. 

Most  of  the  advetltlirérs  who  firft  come  into 
the  colony,  are  deftitute  of  refburces  and*' talents-, 
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and  before  they  have  acquired  induftry  to  pro-  'book: 
cure  fubfiftence,  become  fubjed  to  diforders  that  > » 

are  often  fatal.  A humane  and  generous  citizen, 
founded  at  the  cape  two  habitations  for  thefe 
Iielplefs  and  diftrefTed  perfons,  where  the  men 
and  the  women  are  feverally  provided  with  every 
thing  they  want.  This  fine  inftitution,  the  only 
one  of  the  kind  in  the  New  World,  and  which 
would  never  have  been  fufRciently  fupported  by 
authority,  nor  fufRciently  enriched  by  the  gifts 
of  the  citizens,  had  feen  it’s  revenues  gradually 
decreafe  by  the  dilhonefty  of  thofe  who  admini- 
ftered  them,  and  by  the  negleft  of  government. 

Is  it  then  impolTible,  that  any  good  inftitution 
fhould  fubfift  among  inankind  ? Will  the  rich 
ftill  continue  to  attack  the  poor,  even  in  their 
afylum,  if  the  prefence  of  the  gallows  doth  not 
reftrain  them  ? Infamous  wretches  ! ye  know  not 
all  the  atrocioufnefs  of  your  condufl  ; if  one  of 
your  fellow  creatures  were  brought  before  you, 
convifled  of  having  feized  upon  a pafTenger  jn  the 
night  time,  and  of  having  prelented  a piflol  to 
his  bread  in  order  to  get  his  purfe,  to  what  kind 
of  puniflrment  would  you  fentence  him  ? Be  it 
what  it  may,  you  deferve  ftill  a greater  one. 

You  unite  bafenefs,  inhumanity,  and  pre- 
varication to  the  theft  ; and  to  what  Ipecies  of 
theft  : you  take  from  him,  who  is  dying  with  hun- 
ger, the  bread  that  has  been  intrufted  to  you  for 
his  ufe.  You  ftrip  mifery  itfelf  abandoned  to 
your  care,  and  you  do  it  clandeftinely  and  with-^ 
out  rifk..  The  imprecation  which  I am  going  to 
thunder  out  agaiiift  you,  I extend  it  to  all  the  dif- 
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honeft  dire6lors  of  hofpitals,  of  whatfoever  coun- 
tries they  may  be,  even  of  my  own  j I extend  it 
to  all  negligent  minifters,  from  whom  they  fliall 
conceal  the  knowlege  of  their  crimes,  or  who 
ihall  overlook  them.  May  the  ignominy,  may 
the  punilhments  referved  for  the  vileft  malefac- 
tors fall' upon  the  profcribed  head  of  villains,  who 
are  capable  of  fo  enormous  a crime  againft  huma- 
nity, and  of  a flagitious  a6t  fo  contrary  to  good 
policy  ; and  if  it  Ihould  happen,  that  they  Ihould 
efcape  from  infamy  and  from  punifliment,  may 
the  miniftry,  who  have  been  ignorant  of  fuch  an 
cxcefs  of  corruption,  or  who  have  tolerated  it, 
become  an  objeâ;  of  execration  among  all  nations 
and  in  all  ages. 

Notwtthstanding  the  confufion  into  which 
the  houfes  of  Providence,  fo  famous  for  the  pre- 
fervation  of  the  human  fpecies  are  fallen,  there 
are  flill  proportionally  a lefs  number  of  people 
who  die  at  the  Cape  than  in  any  other  of  the  ma- 
ritime towns  of  the  colony.  This  advantage  mufi; 
be  attributed  to  the  circumftance  of  the  whole 
territory  being  cultivated,  to  the  filling  up  of  the 
neighbouring  floughs,  to  diffipation,  to  the  con- 
veniencies  of  life,  to  induftry,  and  to  fiiccours  of 
all  kinds,  which  are  found  united  in  a numerous 
and  aftive  fociety.  The  air  will  acquire  all  the 
fa,liibrity  which  the  nature  of  things  will  allow, 
when  the  moraffes  fcf  the  little  bay  fhall  have  been 
dried,  which  diffufe,  in  very  dry  feafons,  an  infec- 
tious odour. 

The  harbour  is  worthy  of  the  town  j and  it  is 
admirably  well  adapted  to  admit  the  lliips  that 
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come  from  Europe,  which  may  anchor  here  with  book 
convenience  and  lafety,  of  whatever  fize  they  may  1 

be.  It  lies  open  to  none  but  the  north-eaft  wind, 

^nd  cannot  even  be  hurt  by  this,  the  entrance 
being  full  of  reefs,  which  break  the  violence  of 
the  waves. 

It  is  into  this  famous  ftaple  that  more  than  one 
half  of  the  prbdudions  of  the  colony  are  convey- 
ed. They  are  brought  from  the  mountains  and 
from  the  vallies,  but  principally  from  the  plains. 

The  parifhes  which  furnifh  the  moft  important  of 
them  are  know’n  by  the  names  of  the  North 
Plain,  the  Tittle  Bay,  the  Great  River,  the  Mo- 
rin, the  Lemonade,  the  Terrier  Rouge,  Fort 
Dauphii?,  and  Ouanaminthe,  which  terminates 
at  the  river  Maffacre.  The  diftrict  Morin,  and 
the  Illet  of  Lemonade,  are  much  fuperior  to  the 
other  fettlements,  both  in  the  quantity  and  qua- 
lity of  their  fugars. 

All  the  produflions  of  St,  Domingo,  amount-  Nature,  and 
ed,  in  1720,  to  no  more  than  one  million  four  quantity  of 

^ _ the  produc- 

hundred  thoufand  weight  of  raw  fugar,  to  one  tions, which 
million  four  hundred  thoufand  pounds  of  earthed  nuaiiy  re- 
fugar,  and  to  One  million  two  hundred  thoufand  it"''*cobnT 
pounds  of  indigo.  Thefe  produdions  have  had 
a prodigious  and  rapid  increafe.'  Towards  1737, 
cotton  and  coffee  were  added  to  them.  Even  the 
culture  of  cacao  hath  been  revived,  though  fome- 
what  later. 

In  1775,  France  received  from  this  colony, 
upon  three  hundred  and  fifty-three  fhips,  one 
million  two  hundred  and  thirty  thoufand  fix  hun- 
dred and  feventy-three  quintals,  feventy  pounds 
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® xin  ^ which  were  worth  44,738,139  livres, 

«i- — ' 2 fols,  2 deniers  */  four  hundred  and  fifty-nine 
thoufand  three  hundred  and  thirty-nine  quintals, 
forty-one  pounds  of  coffee,  which  were  worth 
21, -818, 621  livres  i9fols  ôdeniersfj  eighteen 
thoufand  eighty  quintals,  twenty-nine  pounds  of 
indigo,  which  were  worth  15,373,346  livres  10 
fols  five  thoufand  feven  hundred  eighty-feven 
quintals,  fixty-four  pounds  of  cacao,  which  were 
worth  405,134  livres  16  fols  five  hundred 
and  eighteen  quintals  fixty-one  pounds  of  arnotto, 
which  were  worth  32,663  livres  2 fols  6 deniers  [|, 
twenty-fix  thoufand  eight  hundred  and  ninety- 
two  quintals,  eighty  rwo  pounds  of  cotton,  which 
were- v/orth  6,723,205  livres  ^ j fourteen  thou- 
fand one  hundred  and  twenty-four  hides,  which 
were' worth  164,657  livres**  i forty-three  quintals 
forty-fix  pounds  of  rope  yarn,  which  were  worth 
43,460  livresff  ; ninety  quintals  nineteen  pounds 
- of  black  calTia,  which  were  worth  2,435  Ü'^tes  ii 

deniers  ; ninety-two  thoufand  feven  hundred 
and  forty-fix  quintals  ninety-two  pounds  of  wood, 
which  were  worth  908,368  livres  3 fols  8 de« 
niers  and  in  fmall  produdlions,  fome  of  which 
belonged  to  the  other  colonies  1,352, 148  livres l|f|, 
and  in  money,  2,600,000  livres  The  total 


* About  1,864,089 1.  2 s.  7d. 
J 640,556 1.  2 s.  I d. 

IJ  1,3601.  19  s.  3 |d. 

•*  6,860 1.  14s.  2d. 

XX  About  101  1.  9 s.  2 |d. 

)tll  56>33yfi 


f 909,109 1.  4s.  II  |d. 

§ i6,88ol.  12S.  4d. 
280,133!.  10s.  lod. 
-ft  1.810I.  i6s.  8d. 
About  37,8481.  13s.  5|d. 
108,3331.  6s.  8d. 


of 


IN  THE  EAST  ANt)  WEST  iNI>IES. 


»73 


4 


• t 


©fall  thefe  Turns  produces  an  income  of  94,162,178  ® ° ® ^ 
livres  16  fols  9 deniers*.  1 ^ » 

If  to  the  94,162,178  livres  16  fols  9 de- 
niers f,  the  produce  of  San  Domingo,  be  added 
the  488,598  livres  3 fols  3 deniers:]:,  produced 
by  Cayenne  j the  18,975,974  livres  i fol  lO 
deniers  H,  produced  by  Martinico  ; and  the 
12,751,404  livres  16  fols  10  deniers  §,  produced 
by  Guadalupe,  it  will  be  found,-  that  in  1775, 

France  received  from  her  pofleffions  in  the  New 
Hemifphere,  upon  five  hundred  and  fixty-two 
flips,  126,378,15.5  livres,  18  fols,  8 deniers 

The  kingdom  confumed  of  thefe  produftions 
only  to  the  amount  of  52,763,763  livres  5 fols 
8 deniers  **.  The  remainder,  which  amounted  to 
73,584,392  livres  13  folsft,  was  confequently  fold 
to  foreigners. 

This  great  exportation  was  formed  by  one 
million  forty  thoufand  nine  hundred  and  ninety- 
eight  quintals  fixty-fix  pounds  of  fugar,  which 
produced  38,703,463  livres  Jj:  ; by  five  hundred 
thoufand  five  hundred  and  eighty-two  quintals 
forty-fix  pounds  of  coffee,  which  produced 
23,727,608  livres  13  fols  ||||  j by  eleven  thoufand 
three  hundred  and  fix  quintals  thirty-eight  pounds 
of  indigo,  which  produced  9,610,423  livres  ; 
by  feven  thoufand  nine  hundred  and  twenty-two  , 


* 3,923,4241.  2s.  4^d. 

J About  20,354!.  3 s.  5 
§ About  531,307  1.  los.  9d. 

About  2,199,740!.  I s. 
ff  3,066,016!.  17  s.  2 id, 
nil  988,650!.  7 s.  2 id. 


t 3*923«424Ï-  2S.  4 5^- 
II  790,664!.  9S-.  3d. 

^ About  5,265,757  !.  6 s.  32d. 
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quintals  fevetlty-five  pounds  of  cacao,  which  pro- 
duced 554,592  livres  10  fols*}  by  fifteen  hun- 
dred and  thirty-one  quintals  feventy-eight  pounds 
of  arnotto,  which  produced  95,838  livres  f } by 
one  thoufand  and  twenty  quintals  eleven  pounds 
of  cotton,  which  produced  255,027  livres  10 
fols  ^ } by  twelve  hundred  and  feven  quintals 
fifty-nine  pounds  of  black  cafiia,  which  produced ✓ 
32,605  livres  \\ } by  forty-one  thoufand  eight 
hundred  and  eight  quintals,  twenty  pounds  of 
wood,  which  produced  598,723  livres  § j by  five 
hundred  and  fixty-eight  hides,  which  produced 
5,1 12  livres  f } and  by  one  hundred  pounds  weight 
of  rope-yarn^  which  produced  1000  livres**. 

To  return  to  St.  Domingo  j it’s  aftonilhing 
w'ealth  was  produced  by  three  hundred  and  eighty- 
five  fugar-houfes  for  raw  fugars,  and  two  hun- 
dred and  fixty-three  for  earthed  fugars } by  two 
thoufand  five  hundred  and  eighty-feven  planta- 
tions of  indigo } by  fourteen  millions  eighteen 
thoufand  three  hundred  and  thirty-fix  cottom 
plants;  by  ninety-two  millions  eight  hundred  and 
ninety-three  thoufand  four  hundred  and  five  cof- 
fee trees  ; and  by  feven  hundred  and  fifty- feven 
thoufand  fix  hundred  and  ninety-one  cacao-trees. 

At  the  fame  period,  the  cattle  of  the  colony 
amounted  to  feventy-five  thoufand  nine  hundred 
and  fifty-eight  horfes  or  mules,  and  feventy-fe- 
vcn  thoufand  nine  hnndred  and  four  head  of 
horned  cattle.  It’s  provifions  confifted  of  feven 

♦ 23,1081.  os.  5d.  + 3,993!.  j s.  lod» 

J 10,6261.  2S.  lid.  II  1,3581.  10  s.  10  d. 

§ 24,94.7  1.  5 s.  10  d,  V ^213!.  ^i  1.  13  6.  4 d. 
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million  feven  hundred  and  fifty-fix  thoufand 
two  hundred  and  twenty-five  banana  trees  i one 
million  one  hundred  and  fevcnty- eight  thoufand 
two  hundred  and  twenty-nine  trenches  of  ma- 
nioc j twelve  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  thirty- 
four  plots  of  maize  Î eighteen  thoufand  feven 
hundred  and  thirty-eight  plots  of  potatoes  j ele- 
ven thoufand  eight  hundred  and  twenty-five 
plots  of  yams  i and  feven  thoufand  forty-fix 
plots  of  fmall  millet. 

The  labours  occupied  thirty-two  thoufand  and 
fifty  white  perlons,  of  all  ages,  and  of  both  fexesj 
fix  thoufand  and  thirty-fix  Negroes,  or  free  Mu- 
lattoes,  and  about  three  hundred  thoufand  Haves, 
The  annual  calculation  did  not  indeed  reckon  the 
number  of  thefe  unfortunate  captives  at  more 
than  two  hundred  forty  thoufand  and  ninety- 
five  j but  it  is  well  know’n,  that  at  that  time 
every  planter  concealed  as  many  as  he  could 
from  the  refearches  of  the  treafury,  in  order  to 
avoid  the  rigour  of  the  impolis.  - 

These  cultures,  and  thefe  inhabitants,  are  dif- 
tributed  over  forty-fix  parilhes,  fome  of  which 
are  twenty  leagues  in  circumference.  The  limits 
of  a great  number  of  them  are  not  yet  fixed,  and 
moll  of  them  have  nothing  but  huts  or  ruins  for 
their  churches.  Divine  fervice  is  fcarcc  per- 
formed in  any  of  them  with  proper  decency.  The 
churches  of  the  South  and  of  the  Wellern  parts 
are  under  the  diredion  of  Dominican  friars,  and 
thofe  of  the  North  under  Capuchins,  who  have 
fiKTceeded  the  Jefuits.  They  have  all  a large  vil- 
lage or  a town  belonging  to  them. 

o Th« 


HISTORY  OF  SETTLEMENTS  AND  TRADE 


The  large  villages  are  formed  by  the  fliops  of 
fome  merchants,  and  by  the  manufailures  of 
fome  artificers,  all  of  them  conftriidled  round  the 
prefbytery.  On  feftival  days  a kind  of  market  is 
elfablifhed,  to  which  the  flaves  refort,  in  order  to 
barter  the  fruits,  the  poultry,  and  other  trifling 
provifions  which  belong  to  them,  for  furniture, 
cloaths,  and  ornaments,  which,  though  of  fmall 
value,  procure  them  Ibme  kind  of  convenience,  and 
diflinguifli  them  from  their  fellow- creatures,  who 
are  not  in  pofieffion  of  fimilar  enjoyments.  We 
cannot  fufficiently  exprefs  our  indignation,  that 
tyra'nny  fhould  fiill  purfue  them,  while  they  are 
employed  in  thefe  trifling  exchanges,  and  that  the  I 
viléjfatellites  ofjuftice,  intrufted  with  the  régula-, 
tion  of  the  police  of  thefe  aflemblies,  fhould 
make  thefe  unfortunate  people  fenfible  of  the 
hardfhips  of  their  fituation,  even  during  the  fhort 
refpite  which  is  granted  them  by  their  barbarous 
mailers^ 

PIere  we  may  perceive  two  very  odious  cha- 
ra6lers  ; the  bailiff  who  torments  the  Gave,  and 
the  direélor  who  doth  not  exercife  his  authority 
againft  the  bailiff.  But  the  bailiflf  is  a man  de- 
void of  companion,  whofe  daily  fundions  have 
perhaps  hardened  him  to  fuch  a pitch,  that  he 
grows  weary  when  the  exercife  of  them  is  fuf- 
pended,  and  when  he  has  no  opportunity  of 
making  any  one  fuffer.  The  diredlor,  on  the 
contrary,  is  a magiflrate,  whofe  breaft  doth  not 
harbour  the  fame  degree  of  ferocioufnefs,  w’hofe 
habitual  bufinefs  it  is  to  difplay  a kind  of  dignity, 
and  in  whom  juftice  ought  always  to  be  tempered  _ 
; 7 with 
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with  companion.  How  doth  it  happen,  that  two 
fuch  different  beings  feem  to  concur  in  addino- 
to  the  misfortune  of  the  flaves  ? Is  it  owen  to 
a barbarous  contempt  of  thefe  miferable  people^ 
\vho  are  almoft  expunged  from  the  race  of  man- 
kind ? Or  are  they  fo  completely  doomed  to  grief 
and  pain,  that  their  cries  and  their  tears  fhall  not 
make  any  further  imprefllon  ? 

The  towns  of  the  colonÿj  and  in  general  all 
thofe  of  the  American  iflands,  exhibit  a pidture 
very  different  from  that  which  the  European 
towns  difplay.  In  Europe,  our  cities  are  peo- 
pled vdth  men  of  every  clafs,  of  all  profefîionsj 
and  of  all  ages  ; fome  of  them  rich  and  idle, 
others  poor  and  laborious  j all  of  them  purfuingi 
amidfl  the  tumult  and  amidft  the  multitude,  the 
objed  which  they  have  in  viewj  fome  following 
pleafure,  others  fortune  j fome  reputation,  or  mo- 
mentary fame,  which  is  often  miftaken  for  it,  and 
others  feeking  their  fubfiftence.  In  thefe  great 
vortices,  the  collifion  and  variety  of  paffions,  of 
interefls,  and  of  wants,  neceffarily  produce  great 
agitations,  unexpedted  contrails,  fome  virtues, 
and  many  vices  or  crimes.  Thefe  are  moving 
pidures,  more  or  lefs  animated  in  proportion  to 
the  number  of  adors,  and  confequently  of  fcenes 
that  are  exhibited  there.  At  Sc.  Domingo,  and 
in  the  rell  of  the  American  Archipelago,  the 
fpedacle  prefented  by  the  towns  is  uniform,  and 
exadly  the  fame.  They  have  neither  nobles, 
tradefmen,  nor  annuitants.  They  prefenc  no- 
thing but  magazines  appropriated  to  the  pro- 
dudions  of  the  foil,  and  to  the  different  labours 
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they  require.  They  have  none  but  agents,  inn- 
keepers, and  adventurers,  exerting  themfelves 
to  obtain'  a poft  by  which  they  may  fubfift,  and 
accepting  the  firft  that  offers.  Every  man  is  in 
hafte  to  get  rich,  in  order  to  quit  a fituation 
where  there  are  no  diftindlions,  no  honours,  no 
pleafures  to  be  found,  and  which  fupplies  no' 
other  ftimulus  befide  that  of  interefl.  No  man 
refides  therewith  an  intention  of  living  and  dying 
upon  the  fpot.  The  views  of  all  men  are  fixed 
upon  Europe  ; and  the  principal  idea  that  tends 
to  the  increafe  of  riches,  confifts  in  the  expecfla- 
tion,  more  or  lefs  dillant,  of  bringing  them  back 
into  our  herriifphere,  among  our  own  relations. 

Beside  thé  immenfe  produflions  which  thecolo- 
ny  fends  to  the  mother-country,  and  which  may  at 
lead  be  increafed  by  one  third,  a fmall  portion  of 
them  are  delivered  to  it’s  indolent  neighbour.  It 
is  with  fugar,  rum,  and  efpecially  with  the  li- 
quors and  the  manufatflures  of  Europe,  that  the 
Colony  pays  what  the  Spanifh  part  of  St.  Do- 
mingo, furnifhes  in  pork  and  hung  beef,  in 
wood,  hides,  horfes^  and  horned  cattle,  for  it'’’s 
manufaflures,  and  for  it’s  fhambles  j and  that  it 
appropriates  to  itfelf  all  the  filYer  fent  from  the 
mines  of  Mexico  to  this  antient  fettlement.  The 
court  of  Madrid  have  endeavoured  to  diminifb 
the  activity  of  this  intercourfe,  by  prohibiting 
the  foreign  merchandize  from  being  brought  into 
it’s  poffeffions,  and  by  loading  the  cattle,  which 
might  be  exported,  with  heavy  duties.  This 
faulty  regulation  hath  had  no  other  effecT  than  to 
put  a reftraint  upon  thofe  exchanges  which- 

ought 
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ought  to  have  continued  perfeélly  free.  It  is 
particularly  in  this  part  of  the  world,  that  mutual 
wants  prevail  over  natural  antipathy,  and  that 
the  uniformity  of  climate  ftifles  this  fource  of 
difcord. 

The  Dutch  of  CurafTou  engrofs  a great  part  of 
the  trade  of  the  French  colony,  during  the  wars  in 
which  they  are  not  engaged  ; and  they  likewife 
Carry  off  fome  commodities  in  peace  time;  It  is 
with  the  produ6tions  in  the  Eaft  Indies,  and 
with  bills  of  exchange,  that  they  keep  up  this 
trifling  intercourfe. 

The  conneflions  between  the  people  of  Ja- 
maica and  thofe  of  St.  Domingo,  are  much 
more  conflderable.  The  twelve  or  thirteen  thou- 
fand  Haves  which  are  annually  carried  to  the  co- 
lony by  the  French  navigators^  do  riot  prevent 
it’s  receiving  foiir  or  fivetholifand  from  the  Eng- 
lifli.  The  latter  Coft  one  fixth  lefs  than  the  other^ 
and  are  paid  with  cotton,  and  èfpecially  with  in- 
digo, which  is  accepted  at  a higher  price  than  li 
giveri  by  the  national  trade.  Thefe  fmugglers 
carry  it  into  their  own  country,  as  a pfoducftion 
of  the  Britifli  iflands'  and  receive  a gratification 
of  12.  fols  * per  pound. 

It  is  with  North  America,  however,  that  StJ 
Domingo  keeps  up  a more  regular  and  more  ufe- 
ful  intercourfe.  In  times  of  urgent  calamities, 
the  vefl'els  of  that  vafl:  region  of  the  New 
World  arc  admitted  in  all  the  harbours,  but  at 
drdinary  times  only  in  the  mole  of  St.  Nicholas. 
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In  common  times,  their  cargoes  confift  of  woo'd 
for  fliip-building,  vegetables,  cattle,  flour,  and 
fait  flfli.  They  carry  off  publicly  five  and  twenty 
or  thirty  thoufand  hogfheads  of  molalfes,  and 
fraudulently,  all  the  provifions  wfiich  the  colo- 
nifts  can  deliver  to  them,  or  choofe  to  do  it. 

Such  is,  in  time  of  peace,  the  divifion  which 
is  made  of  the  territorial  riches  of  St.  Domingo. 
War  opens  a new  fcene.  As  foon  as  the  fig*- 
nal  for  hoftilities  is  given,  the  Englifli  take  ppf- 
felTion  of  all  the  latitudes  about  the  colony. 
I'hey  reftrain  it’s  exports  and  it’s  imports.  Every 
article,  either  entering  or  going  out,  falls  into 
their  hands;  and  the  fmall  quantity  which  might 
have  efcaped  in  the  New  Elernifphere,  is  inter- 
cepted upon  the  coafts  of  the  Old,  where  the 
enemy  are  equally  ftrong.  The  merchants  of  the 
mother-country  are  then  obliged  to  poftpone 
their  expeditions,  and  the  inhabitants  of  the  ifland 
negleft  their  labours.  Languor  and  clefpair  fuc- 
ceed  to  important  and  rapid  communications, 
and  la(t  as  long  as  the  divifions  fubfifl;  between 
the  belligerent  powers. 


This  would  have  been  otherwife,  had  the 
French,  who  firfl  appeared  at  St.  Domingo, 
thought  of  eflabliihing  cultures.  They  would 
have  occupied,  as  they  might  have  done,  that 
part  of  the  ifland  which  lies  to  the  Eaft.  The 
plains  on  this  fide  are  fpacious  and  fertile  ; and 
the  coafts  are  fafe  j a Ihip  enters  the  harbours 
upon  the  day  they  are  difeovered,  and  lofes  fight 
of  tliem  the  very  day  it  fails  out.  Such  is  the 
nature  of  the  road,  that  the  enemy  cannot  lay  any 
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^mbufcade  there.  The  coafl;  is  unfit  for  cruifing. 
Thefe  latitudes  are  convenient  for  the  Euro- 
peans, and  the  paflage  expeditious  -,  but  as  the 
icheme  of  thefe  adventurers  was  to  attack  the 
Spanifh  fhips,  and  to  infeft  the  Gulph  of  Mexico 
with  their  piracies,  the  poirefiions  they  occupied 
upon  a winding  coaft,  were  furrounded  by  Cuba, 
Jamaica,  the  Turks,  Tortuga,  the  Caicos,  Go- 
nava,  and  Lucayos  ifiands.  They  are  alfo  fur- 
rounded  by  a multitude  of  fand-banks  and  rocks, 
which  make  the  progrefs  of  a fhip  flow  and  un- 
certain i and  by  narrow  feas,  which  muft  give  a 
great  advantage  to  the  enemy,  either  for  landr 
ing,  for  blocking  up,  or  for  cruifing. 

The  court  of  Verfailles  will  never  be  able  to 
maintain  a regular  intercoqrfe  with  it’s  colony 
during  time  of  war,  unlefs  by  the  means  of  fome 
fhips  of  the  line  to  the  South,  and  the  Weft,  and 
a good  fquadron  to  the  North.  Nature  hath 
formed,  at  Fort’ Dauphin,  a vaft,  commodious, 
and  fafe  harbour,  which  can  be  defended  with 
facility.  From  this  harbour,  fituated  to  the 
windward  of  the  other  fettlements,  it  would  be 
eafy  to  protect  the  feveral  latitudes  •,  but  the 
works  of  the  place  ought  to  be  repaired  and  ex- 
tended, and  particularly  a proper  naval  arfeqal 
ought  to  be  formed.  If  this  were  done,  the 
French  admirals,  being  fecure  of  an  afylum,  and 
of  all  the  neceflary  aftiftances,  alter  either  a fuc- 
cefsful  or  an  unfuccefsful  engagement,  would  be 
no  longer  fearful  of  engaging  the  enemies  of  their 
çountry, 
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The  meafures  which  would  be  proper  to  bq 
be  taken  to  prevent  the  ravages  which  the  Spa- 
niards might  commit  in  the  inland  part  of  St. 
Doiriingo,  deferve  likewife  fome  attention. 

Castile,  which  is  ftill  in  poflefTion  of  two- 
thirds  of  the  ifland^  formerly  had  the  whole  of  it, 
when,  a little  before  the  middle  of  the  laft  cen- 
tury, a few  bold  and  enterprifing  Frenchmen 
went  therp  to  feek  a refuge  from  the  laws,  or 
from  mifery.  The  Spaniards  endeavoured  to  re- 
pulfe  them  j but  though  without  any  other  fup- 
port  than  their  courage,  they  were  not  afraid  of 
fuftaining  war  with  a people  armed  under  a re- 
gular authority.  Thefe  men  were  acknowleged 
by  their  nation  as  foon  as  they  were  thought 
ftrong  enough  to  maintain  themfelves  in  their 
iifurpations.  A commander  was  fent  to  them. 
The’  brave  man,  who  was  firft  appointed  to  com- 
mand thofe  intrepid  adventurers,  -caught  their 
fpirit  to  fuch  a degree,  as  to  propofe  to  his  court 
the  conquefh  of  the  whole  ifland.  He  pledged 
his  life  for  the  fuccefs  of  the  undertaking,  pro- 
vided they  would  fend  him  a fqu^dron  ftrong 
enough  to  block  up  the  harbour  of  the  capital. 

The  miniilry  of  Verfailles,  neglefling  a proje6t 
which  v/as  in  reality  more  praticable  than  it  ap- 
peared to  them  at  a diftance,  left  the  French  ex- 
pofed  to  continual  hoflilities.  Notwithftanding 
this,  they  always  repulfed  them  fuccefsfully,  and 
even  carried  devailation  into  the  enemy’s  coun- 
try ; but  thofe  animof)ties  kept  up  in  their  minds 
à fpirit  of  robbery  and  plunder,  indifpofed  them 
for  ufeful  labours,  and  ftopt  the  progrefs  of  agri- 
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culture,  -which  (hould  be  the  ultimate  end  of 
.every  well-regulated  fociety. 

The  error  which  France  had  fallen  into,  in  not 
feconding  the  ardour  of  the  new  colonifts  for  the 
conqueft  of  the  whole  ifland,  had  nearly  occa- 
fioned  her  the  lofs  of  that  part  of  which  Ihe  was 
already  in  poffeffion.  While  the  French  were 
engaged  in  carrying  on  the  war  of  1688,  againfl: 
all  Europe,  the  Spaniards  and  the  Engllfn,  who 
both  dreaded  feeing  them  firmly  eftablifhed  at  St. 
Domingo,  united  their  forces  to  expel  them. 
Their  firft  attempts  gave  them  reafon  to  expedl 
an  entire  fuccefs  j when  they  quarrelled  with 
each  other,  and  from  that  time  became  irre- 
concileable  enemies.  Ducafie,  who  managed  the 
colony  with  much  fagacity  and  great  reputation, 
took  advantage  of  their  divifions  to  attack  them 
fuccefiively.  He  firft  invaded  Jamaica,  where  he 
deftroyed  every  thing  with  fire  and  fword.  From 
thence  he  was  preparing  to  turn  his  arms  againft 
St.  Domingo  j and  would  infallibly  have  reduced 
the  whole  ifland,  had  he  not  been  flopped  in 
this  expedition  by  orders  from  his  court. 

The  houfe  of  Bourbon  afcended  the  throne  of 
Spain,  and  the  French  nation  loft  all  hopes  of 
conquering  St.  Domingo.  Hoftilities,  which  had 
not  even  been  fufpended  there  by  the  treaties  of 
Aix-la-Chapelle,  Nimeguen,  and  Ryfwick,  ceafed 
at  laft;  between  people  who  could  never  be  true 
friends  to  each  other.  Thofe  who  had  eftablifhed 
cultures  derived  fome  advantage  from  this  recon- 
ciliation. For  fome  time  paft,  their  flaves, 
availing  themfelves  of  the  national  diyiCions,  had 
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® XIII  ^ fliaken  off  their  chains,  and  removed  into  a dif- 
triifl  where  they  found  freedom  and  no  labour. 
This  defertion  was  abated,  by  the  Spaniards  en- 
tering into  a contract  to  bring  home  the  fugitives 
to  their  neighbours,  for  the  fum  of  250  livres  * 
a.  head.  Although  this  agreement  was  not  very 
fcrupuloufly  obferved,  it  proved  a powerful 
check,  till  the  diflentions  that  divided  the  two 
nations  in  1718.  At  this  period  the  Negroes  de- 
ferred their  works  in  multitudes.  This  lofs  in- 
duced the  French  to  think  of  reviving  their  old 
projetfl  of  expelling  totally  from  the  ifland  fuch 
■ neighbours,  who  were  equally  dangerous  from 
their  indolence,  as  others  would  be  from  their 
turbulent  fpirit.  The  war  did  not  laft  long 
enough  to  bring  about  this  revolution.  At  the 
conclufion  of  the  peace,  Philip  Y.  gave  orders 
for  the  reilitution  of  all  the  fugitives  that  could 
be  found.  They  were  juft  embarked,  to  be  fent 
to  their  old  mafters,  when  the  people  rofe  and. , 
refcued  them  ; an  aft  which  we  could  hardly 
difapprove,  had  they  been  prompted  m it  by 
humanity,  rather  than  by  national  hatred.  It  will 
always  be  pleafing  to  fee  people  excited  to  re- 
bellion on  account  of  the  flavery  of  the  Negroes. 
Thofe  who  were  refcued  on  this  occafion,  fled 
into  inacceflible  mountains,  where  they  have  fince 
multiplied  to  fuch  a degree,  as  to  be  able  to  af- 
ford a fafe  retreat  to  all  the  flaves  that  can  find 
means  to  join  them.  There,  in  confequence  of 
çhe  cruelty  of  civilized  nations,  they' become  as 
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free  and  as  favage  as  tigers  ; in  expeftation,  per-  book 
haps,  of  a chief  and  a conqueror,  who  may  rcr  ■ . 

ftore  the  violated  rights  of  mankind,  by  feizing 
upon  an  ifland  which  feems  to  have  been  in- 
tended for  the  flaves  who  till  the  ground,  and  not 
for  the  tyrants  who  water  it  with  the  blood  of 
thofe  vidtims. 

The  prefent  fyrtem  of  politics  will  not  allow  , 

France  and  Spain  to  be  at  war  with  each  other. 

Should  any  event  occafion  a rupture  between  the 
two  nations,  notwithftanding  the  compadl  be- 
tween the  two  crowns,  it  would  probably  be  but 
a tranfient  quarrel,  that  would  not  allow  time  for 
projedting  conquefts  which  mull  foon  be  rellored. 

The  enterprizes  on  both  fides  would,  therefore,  be 
confined  to  the  ravaging  of  the  country  j and  in  ' 
this  cafe  the  nation  that  does  not  cultivate,  at  lead 
at  St.  Domingo,  would  prove  formidable,  by  it’s 
very  poverty,  to  that  which  has  already  made 
fome  progrefs  in  the  culture  of  it’s  lands.  A 
Caftilian  governor  was  fo  fenfible  of  this,  that  he 
once  wrote  to  the  French  commandant,  that,  if 
he  forced  him  to  an  invafion,  he  would  deftroy 
more  in  the  compafs  of  one  league,  than  the 
French  could,  if  they  were  to  lay  waftç  all  the 
country  he  commanded. 

Hence  it  is  demonllrable,  that,  if  a war  Ihould 
break  out  in  Europe  between  thele  two  powers, 
the  moll  adlive  of  them  ought  to  fue  for  a neu-  . 
trality  in  favour  of  this  ifland.  It  ought  even,  as 
it  hath  often  been  faid,  to  folicit  the  abfolute 
cefiion  of  a pofiefiion  which  is  ufelefs,  or  bur- 
thenfome,  to  it’s  pofieffor.  We  know  not  whe- 
ther 
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ther  the  court  of  Verfailles  have  ever  entertained 
this  ambitious  idea.  But  how  much  muft  we 
fuppofe  that  the  Spaniih  miniftry  would  have 
been  averfe  from  this  cefTion,  when  they  have 
ftated  fo  many  difficulties,  refpetfling  the  fixing 
of  the  confufed  and  uncertain  limits  of  the  two 
nations  ! This  treaty,  ardently  defired,  projected 
for  a long  time,  and  even  begun  at  feveral  inter- 
vals, hath  been  at  length  concluded  in  1776. 

The  only  equitable  and  reafonable  bafis  of 
thefe  négociations,  ffiould  have  been  the  ftate  of 
thefe  pofleffions  in  1700. 

At  this  period,  both  nations  being  upon 
friendly  terms,  remained  the  juft  owners  of  the 
lands  they  then  poftefled.  The  incroachments 
made  during  the  courfe  of  this  century,;  by:  the 
fubjedls  of  one  of  the  crowns,  are  the  incroach- 
ments  of  individuals  upon  each  other;  they  are 
not  become  lawful  pofleflbrs  by  being  tolerated; 
and  the  rights  of  both  powers  are  ftill  the  fame, 
fince  they  have  not  been  abrogated,  direflly  or 
jndiredlly,  by  any  convention. 

But  it  is  certain,  from  inconteftible  fadls,  that, 
in  the  beginning  of  this  century,  the  French 
pofleffions,  which  are  now  bounded  on  the  north- 
ern coaft  by  the  river  of  MalTacre,  extended  theri 
to  the  river  Rebone.  Thofe  of  the  Ibuthern 
coaft,  which  had  been  carried  on  as  far  as  the 
river  of  Neybe,  have  been  at  prefent  flopped  at 
the  inlet  of  Pitre.  This  furprizing  revolution  is 
the  natural  confequence  of  the  ceconomical  fyftem 
of  the  two  neighbouring  nations.  The  one  which 
has  applied  itfelf  chiefly  to  agriculture,  has  col- 
luded 
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iefted  all  it's  pofleflions  towards  the  mod  fre- 
quented ports,  where  the  produce  might  be  mod 
certainly  and  advantageoufly  difpofed  of.  The 
other,  whofe  fubjefts  have  always  continued 
Ihepherds,  took  podedion  of  all  the  lands  that 
were  abandoned,  for  the  breeding  of  more  cattle. 
The  padures  have  naturally  been  enlarged,  and 
the  fields  contra6led,  or  at  lead  brought  clofer 
together. 

A NEGOTIATION  properly  conducted,  would 
have  redored  France  to  that  dtuation  in  which  it 
was  when  it  gave  a king  to  the  Spaniards.  This 
y/as  the  wifh  of  equity  and  of  reafonj  which  were 
not  defirous  that  active  colonids,  who  render  the 
land  which  they  fertilize  ufeful,  fhould  be  facri- 
ficed  to  a fmall  number  of  vagabonds,  who  con- 
fume,  without  adiding,  in  thefe  produdions, 
Neverthelefs,  from  motives  of  policy,  the  fprings 
of  which  are  unknqw’n  to  us,  the  court  of  Ver- 
failles  have  given  up  what  they  formerly  podef- 
fed,  and  confined  themfelves  to  what  they  were 
in  aétual  pofiedion  of,  upon  the  borders  of  the 
fea,  at  the  time  of  the  convention.  But  hath 
this  power,  at  lead  regained  in  the  inland  parts,, 
what  it  hath  facrificed  upon  the  coad  ? We  are 
under  the  necedlty  of  declaring,  that  it  hath  not 
received  the  fmalled  indemnity. 

Before  the  treaty,^  the  French  colony  formed  a 
a kind  of  credent,  the  convexity  of  which  pro- 
duced, around  the  mountains,  an  extent  of  two 
hundred  and  fifty  leagues  of  coad  to  the  North, 
to  the  Wed,  and  to  the  South  of  the  idand.  The 
faine  arrangement  fubfids  fince  the  limits  have 
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been  fettled  -,  fooner  or  later  it  muft  be  changed, 
for  a reafon  which  mud:  prevail  over  all  other 
confiderations. 

The  French  fettlements,  to  the  Weft  and  thç 
South^  are  divided  from  thofe  to  the  North  by 
the  Spanifh  territory.  The  impoftibility  of  fuc- 
couring  each  other,  expofes  them  feparately  to 
the  invafioii  of  a power  which  is  equally  an 
enemy  to  both  nations.  Common  intereft  will 
determine  the  court  of  Madrid,  to  fix  the  limits 
in  fuch  a manner,  that  her  ally  may  meet  with 
the  affiftance  that  may  be  wanted  for  her  defence. 
But  this  can  never  be,  unlefs  a line  be  draw’n 
from  the  two  fixed  points  upon  the  banks  of  the 
ocean,  which  ftiall  determine  the  property  of  the 
two  people.  In  vain  would  Spain  perpetujjlly 
grant  to  it’s  neighbour  the  liberty  of  pafting 
through  it’s  ftates,  as  it  did  in  1745^,  for  a time: 
this  complaifance  would  be  of  no  ufe.  That  fpace, 
of  fifteen  or  twenty  leagues,  is  interfered  with 
mountains  fo  fteep,  forefts  fo  thick,  ravins  fo 
deep,  and  rivers  fo  irregular  in  their  courfe,  as 
to  render  it  impradicable  for  an  army  to  pafs 
through  it  in  it’s  prefent  fituation.  Immenfe 
labours  would  be  requifite  to  render  it  ufeful, 
and  thofe  will  never  be  executed,  unlefs  by  or- 
ders of  the  crown  to  which  the  domain  belongs. 
The  court  of  Madrid  will  the  more  readily  de- 
termine to  cede  this  communication,  fo  necef- 
fary  to  a nation  whofe  interefts  are  the  fame  as 
their  own,  as  the  intermediate  territory  is  of  little 
value.  It  is  rugged,  not  very  fertile,  and  at  a 
great  diftance  from  the  fea.  A few  fcattered 
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flocks  only  arc  feen  upon  it.  The  proprietors  of 
thele  uncultivated  lands,  would  be  indemnified 
,by  France,  with  a generofity  which  would  leave 
them  no  room  to  regret  what  they  had  loft. 

When  the  poiTeftions  of  the  colony  are  thus 
connected  and  fupported  internally,  by  an  unin- 
terrupted chain  of  communication,  the  enemy 
will  be  more  eafily  repulfed.  If  the  Englifli 
mean  to  attack  St.  Domingo  by  the  Weft  or 
South,  they  will  colle£t  their  forces  at  Jamaica; 
if  by  the  North,  they  will  make  their  prepara- 
tions at  the  Windward  Iflands,  and  moft  pro- 
bably at  Antigua,  which  is  the  magazine  of  their 
naval  ftores. 

The  Weft  and  South  are  incapable  of  being 
defended.  The  immenfe  extent  of  the  traft  ren- 
ders it  impoflible  to  maintain  any  connection  or 
regularity  in  the  motion  of  the  troops.  If  they 
fhould  be  difperfed,  they  would  become  ufelefs 
by  being  thus  divided;  if  they  ftiould  be  col- 
lected for  the  defence  of  fuch  pofts  as  are  moft 
liable  to  be  attacked,  from  the  natural  weaknefs 
of  their  pofition,  they  would  be  in  danger  of 
being  all  loft  together.  Large  battalions  would 
onlv  be  burthenfome  to  Inch  extenfive  coafts, 
which  prefent  too  much  flank  and  too  much 
front  to  the  enemy.  It  will  only  be  neceflary  to 
ereCt,  or  keep  up,  batteries  to  proteCt  the  roads, 
the  merchant-lkips,  and  the  coafting  trade;  to 
keep  off  privateers,  and  even  to  prevent  the  land- 
ing of  a man  of  war  or  two,  that  might  come  to 
ravage  the  coaft,  and  levy  contributions.  The 
light  troops,  which  are  fufticient  to  fupport  thefe 
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batteries,  will  give  ground  in  proportion  to  the 
advances  of  the  enemy,  and  only  take  care  to 
avoid  furrendering  till  they  are  in  danger. 

But  it  is  not  neceffary  to  relinquifli  every  kind 
of  defence.  At  the  back  of  each  coaft,  there 
fhould  be  a place  fo'r  fhelter  and  for  reinforce- 
ments ; always  open  for  retreat,  out  of  the  enemy’s 
teach,  fafe  from  infults,  and  able  to  refift  their 
attack.  This  Ihould  be  à narrow  pafs,  capable 
of  being  intrenched,  and  of  defending  the  troops 
to  advantage.  From  thefe  impregnable  retreats, 
the  conqueror  might  continually  be  haraffed  j 
■Who,  having  no  ftrong  hold,  will  be  perpetually 
ëxpofed  to  a furprife  j and  -will  fooner  or  later  be 
bbliged  to  reimbark. 

The  northern  coaft,  ticher,  more  popuious,’ 
and  lefs  extenfive  than  the  other  two,  is  more 
adapted  to  fupport  a land  war,  and  to  make  a 
regular  defence. 

The  fea-fide,  which  is  more  or  lefs  full  of  reefs^ 
affords  in  many  places  a fwampy  ground  ; and  the 
mangroves  which  cover  thefe  rtiarflies,  make 
them  quite  impenetrable.  This  natural  defence 
is  not  fo  common  as  it  was,  fince  many  of  thefe 
coppices-have  been  cut  away.  But  the  landing- 
places,  wdiich  are  com'monly  no  better  than  gaps, 
flanked  by  thefe  woods  overflowed  with  water, 
require  but  a moderate  front  to  flop  them  up. 
Magazines,  and  other  flone  buildings,  are  com- 
mon there  ; they  furnifli  polls  for  the  ereflion  of 
battlements,  and  fecure  the  placing  of  fome 
malked  batteries. 
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This  firfl:  line  of  the  fliore  feems  to  promife,  book 
that  a coaft  of  eighteen  leagues,'  fo  well  defended  < 
by  nature,  would,  when  feconded  by  the  valour 
of  the  French,  put  the  enemy  in  danger  of  beincr’ 
beaten  the  moment  they  Ihould  land.  If  their 
fchemes  were  difcovered,  or  if  the  difpofitions 
they  were  making  at  fea  fliould,  from  a diftance, 
point  out  the  place  of  their  landing,  the  forces 
might  repair  thither  and  prevent  it.  But  expe- 
rience fhews  the  infallible  advantage  of  fquadrons 
at  anchor. 

It  is  not  only  by  the  firing  of  broadfides  from 
the  ftiips  to  cover  the  approach  of  boats,  it  is  by 
the  impoflibility  there  is  of  guarding  every  part 
of  the  coall:,  that  a fquadron  at  anchor  can  eafily 
effedt  landing,  as  it  is  a confiant  check  to  fo  many 
places  at  once.  Land  forces  move  very  flowly 
about  the  windings  of  the  coaft,  while  the  boats 
and  floops  arrive  fpeedily  by  a fliorter  way.  The 
alTailant  follows  the  firing,  while  the  other  muft 
go  all  along  the  bow.  Difappointed  and  wearied 
out  with  a variety  of  motions,  the  latter  is  not 
lefs  apprehenfive  of  thofe  he  fees  in  the  day-time^- 
than  of  the  manoeuvres  of  the  night  which  he 
cannot  fee. 

I In  order  to  be  able  to  oppofe  a defcent,  the 
firfi  thing  to  be  done  is  to  fuppofe  it  actually  ac- 
complifhed  ; all  our  courage  and  firength  is  then 
exerted  in  taking  advantage  of  the  delays  or  mif-  ^ 
takes  of  the  enemy.  As  foon  as  they  are  obferved 
at  fea,  they  may  immediately  be  expeded  on  land.’ 

A large  fliore,  on’ which  a landing  may  be  effeded^ 
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will  always  leave  the  plain  of  the  Cape  open  to^ 
invafion  ; fo  that  the  chief  attention  muft  be  di-^ 
rented,  not  to  the  fea-lhore,  but  to  the  inland 
parts. 

The  inknd  parts  are  in  general  covered  with 
fugar-canes,  which  being  more  or  lefs  high,  ac- 
cording to  their  degree  of  maturity,  fucceffively 
make  the  fields  appear  fo  many  thickets.  Thefe 
are  occafionally  fet  on  fire,  either  to  cover  a 
march,  or  to  retard  the  enemy’s  purfuit,  to  de- 
ceive or  aftonifh  him.  In  two  hours  time, 
inftead  of  fields  covered  with  crops,  nothing  is 
to  be  feen  but  an  immenfei.wafte,  covered  with 
ftubble. 

The  partitions  of  the  cane  grounds,  the  fa-^ 
vannahs,  and  the  fiorehoufes  for  provifions,  do 
not  obftrud  the  môtions  of  an  army  more  than 
our  meadows.  Inftead  of  our  villages,  they  have 
their  habitations,  which  are  not  fo  full  of  people, 
but  are  more  numerous.  The  thick  and  ftraight 
hedges  of  citron-trees  are  clofer  and  more  impe-  ' 
metrable  than  the  fences  that  inclofe  our  fields. 
This  is  what  conftitutes  the  greateft:  difference  in 
the  view  of  the  fields  'of  America  and  thofe  of 
Europe. 

A SMALL  number  of  rivers,  foine  hollow  ways, 
very  low  hillocks,  a foil  generally  even,  fome 
dikes  conftrudled  againft  inundations,  few  ditches, 
if  any,  one  or  two  forefts,  not  very  thick  fet  with 
trees,  a fmall  number  of  moraftes,-  a ground  that 
is  overflowed  in  a ftorm,  and  grows  dufty  again 
• with  twelve  hours  funfhine,  rivers  that  are  ftill 
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one  day,  and  dried  up  the  next  j thefe  are  the  ® ® ^ 

general  appearances  of  the  plain  of  the  Cape.  ■ lu^ 
This  diverfity  muft  afford  advantageous  encamp- 
ments, and  it  miift  ever  be  remembered,  that  in 
a defenfive  war,  the  poft  one  removes  to,  cannot 
be  too  near  the  one  that  is  quitted. 

It  is  not  the  province  of  a writer  to  prefcribe 
rules  to  military  men.  Cæfar  himfelf  has  told  us 
■what  he  has  done,  not  what  we  are  to  do.  To- 
pographical defcriptions,  determining  the  good- 
nefs  of  fuch  or  fuch  a poft^  the  combination  of 
marches,  the  art  of  encampments  and  retreats,  the 
moft  learned  theory;  all  thefe  muft  be  fubmitted 
to  the  eye  of  the  general,  who,  with  the  prin- 
ciples in  his  mind,  and  the  materials  in  his  hand, 
applies  both  to  the  ci rcuin fiances  of  time  and 
placcj  as  they  chance  to  occur.  The  military 
genius,  though  mathematical,  is  dependent  on 
fortune,  which  fuits  the  order  of  the  operations 
to  the  diverfity  of  appearances.  Rules  are  liable 
to  numberlefs  exceptions,  which  muft  be  difeo- 
vered  in  the  inftant.  The  very  execution  almoft 
always  alters  the  plan,  and  difeompofes  the  fyftem 
of  an  adtion.  The  courage  or  timidity  of  the 
troops,  the  rafhnefs  of  the  enemy,  the  cafual  fuc- 
cefs  of  his  meafures,  an  accidental  combat,  an 
unforefeen  event,  -a  ftorm  that  fwells  a torrent,  a 
high  wind  that  conceals  a fnare  or  an  ambufeade 
under  clouds  of  duft,  thunder  that  frightens 
the  horfes,  or  is  confounded  with  the  report  of 
the  cannon,  the  temperature  of  the  air,  which 
conftantly  influences  the  fpirits  of  the  com- 
mander and  the  blood  of  the  foldicrs  : all  thefe 
VoL.  VI.  O 
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D o o K fo  many  natural  or  moral  caufes,  which,  by 

Ji.  ill* 

c,  — y — J their  uncertainty,  may  overturn  the  bell-con- 
certed projects. 

Whatever  place  is  made  choice  of  for  a de- 
fcent  at  St.  Domingo,  the  town  of  the  Cape  will 
always  be  the  objedt  of  it.  The  landing  will 
be  fomewhere  in  the  bay  of  the  Cape,  where  the 
Hiips  will  be  ready  to  augment  the  land-forces 
with  two-thirds  of  their  crews,  and  to  furnilh 
them  with  artillery,  ammunition,  and  whatever 
they  may  want  for  the  fiege  of  that  opulent  for- 
trefs.  It  is  towards  this  bulwark  of  the  colony 
that  all  endeavours  to  keep  off  the  affailer  mufb 
be  diredled.  The  choice  of  advantageous  pofitions 
will,  in  fome  meafure,  compenfate  for  the  inequa- 
lity of  numbers.  At  the  moment  of  landing,  the 
ground  mult  be  difputed  by  fupporting  a kind  of 
falfe  attack,  without  engaging  the  whole  of  the 
troops.  Thefe  muft  be  polled  in  fuch  a manner 
as  to  fecure  two  retreats,  the  one  towards  the 
Cape,  to  form  the  garrifon  of  that  place,  the 
other  in  the  narrow  pafles  of  the  mountains, 
where  they  will  keep  an  intrenched  camp,  from 
whence  they  may  annoy  the  befiegers,  and  retard 
the  taking  of  the  place.  Should  the  place  fur- 
render,  as  it  would  be  an  eafy  matter  to  favour 
the  evafion  of  the  troops  when  they  evacuate  ir, 
the  conquell  would  not  yet  be  completed.  The 
mountains  in  which  they  would  take  refuge,  in- 
accelTible  to  an  army,  furround  the  plain  with  a 
double  or  treble  chain,  and  guard  the  inhabited 
parts,  by  very  narrow  palTes,  which  may  be  eafily 
defended.  The  principal  of  thefe  is  tl'ie  defile  of 

the 
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the  great  river,  where  the  enemy  would  find  two 
or  three  pafies  of  the  river,  that  reach  from  one 
hiOLintain  to  the  other.  In  this  place  four  or  five 
hundred  men  would  flop  the  mod  numerous 
army,  by  only  finking  the  bed  of  the  waters. 
This  refiftance  might  be  feconded  by  25,000 
inhabitants,  both  white  and  black,  who  are 
fettled  in  thefe  vallies.  As  the  white  men  are 
more  numerous  here  than  upon  the  richer  lands^ 
and  their  crops  are  fmaller,  they  cannot  afford 
to  confume  any  great  quantity  of  the  produce  of 
Europe,  fo  that  what  they  cultivate  is  chiefly  for 
their  own  fubfiftence;  from  this  they  might  eafily 
fupply  the  troops  that  Ihould  defend  their  coun- 
try. Any  deficiency  in  the  article  of  frefli  meat 
could  be  made  up  by  the  Spaniards,  who  breed 
vafl:  quantities  of  cattle  on  the  backs  of  thefe 
mountains. 

After  all,  it  may  happen  that  the  firmnefs  of 
the  troops  may  be  funk  under  the  want  of  provi- 
fions  or  warlike  flores,  and  they  may  be  either 
forced  or  turned  back.  This  fuggefted  the  idea 
fome  years  ago  at  Verfailles,  of  building  a for- 
tified town  in  the  center  of  the  mountains.  Mar- 
fhal  Noailles  was  a warm  advocate  for  this  fcheme. 
It  was  then  imagined,  that  by  means  of  fome  re- 
doubts of  earth  fcattered  upon  different  parts  of 
the  coaft,  the  enemy  might  be  enticed  by  regular 
attacks,  and  infenfibly  exhaufled  by  the  iofs  of  a 
great  number  of  men,  in  a climate  where  ficknels 
fuddenly  proves  more  deftru6live  than  the  (word. 
It  was  fuggefted  that  no  more  flrong  holds  fhould 
be  erected  on  the  frontiers,  where  they  lie  expofed 
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to  the  invafion  of  the  mailers  of  thefea;  becaufe> 
while  they  are  unable  to  defend  their  own  habita- 
tions, they  become  fo  many  bulwarks  for  the  con- 
querors, who  can  eafily  take  and  guard  them  with 
their  fliips,  and  depofe  or  draw  from  thence  arms- 
and  men  to  intimidate  the  vanquiflied.  An  en- 
tirely open  country  was  better,  in  their  opinion, 
for  a power  that  has  no  maritime  ftrength,  than 
forces  difperfed  and  forfaken  upon  lliores,  wafted 
and  depopulated  by  the  inclemency  of  the  cli- 
mate. 

It  was  in  the  center  of  the  ifland  that  the 
ftrongeft  place  of  defence  was  expedled  to  be 
made.  A road  of  twenty  or  thirty  leagues,  full  of 
obftacles,  where  every  march  muft  be  attended 
with  feveral  engagements,  in  which  the'àdvantage 
of  the  pofts  would  render  a detachment  formid- 
able to  a whole  army  ; where  the  removing  of 
the  artillery  would  be  tedious  and  laborious  ; 
where  the  difficulty  of  convoys,  and  the  diftance 
of  communication  with  the  ocean  j where  every 
thing,  in  fliort,  would  confpire  to  deftroy  the 
enemy  : fuch  was  to  be,  as  it  were,  the  glacis  of 
the  intended  fortification.  This  capital  was  ta 
ftand  upon  high  ground,  where  the  air  is  more 
pure  and  temperate  than  in  the  plains  beneath  j. 
in  the  midft  of  a country  which  would  fupply 
the  town  with  neceftaries  j.  furrounded  with  flocks 
and  herds,  which,  feeding  upon  a foil  moft  fa- 
vourable to  their  increafe,  would  be  referved  for 
times  of  wantj  provided  with  ftorehoufes  pro- 
portioned to  the  town  and  garrifon  : fuch  a 
city  would  have  changed  the  colony  into  a king- 
dom, 
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dom,  able  to  fupport  itfelf  for  a long  time; 
whereas  it’s  prefect  opulence  does  but  weaken  it, 
and  having  fuperfluities  without  neceflaries,  it  en- 
riches a few  proprietors,  without  affording  them 
fuftenance. 

If  the  enemy  had  made  themfelves  mailers  of 
the  fea-coafl,  which  would  not  be  difputed  with 
them,  and  were  defirous  of  coile6ling  the  produce 
of  the  lands,  they  would  Hand  in  need  of  whole 
armies  to  keep  merely  upon  the  defenfive  ; for  the 
continual  excurfions  from  the  center  would  not 
permit  them  do  more  than  this.  The  troops  in 
the  inland  parts  of  the  ifland,  always  fure  of  a re- 
fpeflable  retreat,  might  eafily  be  relieved  by  re- 
cruits from  Europe,  which  would  find  no  difficulty 
in  penetrating  to  the  center  of  a circle  of  fo  ini- 
menfe  a circumference  ; whereas  all  the  Englilh 
fleets  would  not  be  fufficient  to  fill  up  the  vacancies 
which  the  climate  would  be  continually  making 
in  their  garrifons. 

Notwithstanding  the  evidence  of  thefe  ad- 
vantages, the  project  of  a fortification  in  the  moun- 
tains has  been  dropt,  and  a fyllem  purfued,  which 
would  confine  the  whole  defence  of  the  ifland  to  the 
Mole  of  St.  Nicholas.  This  new  plan  could  not 
fail  of  being  applauded  by  the  planters,  who  were 
not  fond  of  citadels  and  garrifons  near  their 
plantations,  as  they  are  more  injurious  than  they 
can  poffibly  be  beneficial  to  them.  They  are  fen- 
lible,  that  the  whole  force  being  direcfted  to  one 
point,  they  (hould  have  none  but  light  troops  left 
in  their  neighbourhood  on  the  three  coafts,  which 
^re  fufficient  to  drive  away  the  privateers  by  the 
* O 3 affiftance 
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affiftanceof  their  batteries  ; and  are,  befides,  very 
convenient  defenders,  .ever  ready  to  yield  without 
refiftancc,  and  to  difperfe  or  capitulate  on  the  leall 
intimation  of  an  invafion. 


This  plan,  fo  favourable  to  private  interefl:, 
has  alfo  met  with  the  approbation  of  fome  perfons 
well  verfed  in  military  affairs.  They  were  of 
opinion,  that  the  few  troops  which  the  colony 
will  admit  of,  being  in  a manner  loft  in  fo  large 
an  iftand  as  St.  Domingo,  would  make  an  ap- 
pearance at  the  Mole.  Bombardopolis  is  the 
place  that  has  been  chofen,  as  the  moft  refpeft- 
able  poft.  This  new  city  ftands  on  the  margin 
of  a plain,  which  is  fufHciently  elevated  to  render 
it  cool  and  temperate.  It’s  territory  is  covered 
with  a natural  favannah,  and  adorned  with  groves 
of  palm-trees  of  various  kinds.  It  is  not  com- 
manded ; which  is  an  uncommon  circurnftance  at 
St.  Domingo.  It  might  be  made  a regular  for- 
tification, and  of  any  degree  of  ftrength.  If  it  did 
not  prevent  an  invafion,  it  would,  at  leaf!:,  prevent 
the  conquerors  from  getting  a firm  eftablifliment 
upon  the  coafts.  » 

4 It  were  to  be  wiQied,  fay  the  partizans  of  this 

new  fyftem,  that,  from  the  firft  moment  the 
works  had  been  begun  at  the  Mole,  it  had  at  the 
fame  time  been  fortified  to  the  degree  that  fo  ad- 
vantageous a fituation  would  admit  of.  It  is  a 
treafure,  the  polTeffion  of  which  fiiould  have  been 
fecured  as  foon  as  it  was  difeovered.  Should 
this  valuable  key  of  St.  Domingo,  and,  indeed, 
of  all  America,  fall  into  the  hands  of  the  Eng- 
lilli,  this  Gibraltar  of  America  would  be  more 
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fatal  to  France  and  Spain  than  even  ’chat  of  b o o k 

XIII. 

Europe.  v—- » 

It  is  no  wonder,  if  all  the  precautions  which 
have  been  taken  hitherto  for  the  defence  of  St. 
Domingo,  have  been  conduced  with  fo  little 
judgment.  As  long  as  forecaft  and  protedliun 
fhall  be  confined  to  fecondary  means,  which  can 
only  protract,  not  prevent,  the  conquefl  of  this 
ifland,  no  invariable  plan  can  be  purfued.  Fixed 
principles  are  the  exclufive  privilege  of  fuch  pow- 
ers as  can  dependupon  their  naval  force,  to  prevent 
the  lofs,  or  fecuie  the  recovery  [of,  their  colo- 
nies.^ Thofe  of  France  have  not  hitherto  been 
guarded  by  thofe  floating  arfenals,  which  can  at 
the  fame  time  attack  and  defend  j but  this  power 
hath  at  length  been  rouzed,  and  it’s  navy  is  be- 
coming formidable.  But  does  flie  govern  her 
pofleflions  abroad  by  the  maxims  of  found  policy 
and  good  order?  This  is  what  we  fhall  neift  in- 
quire into. 

THEBritifli  government,  ever  actuated  by  the 
national  fpirir,  which  feldom  deviates  from  the 
true  interefts  of  the  ftate,  has  carried  into  the 
New  World  that  right  of  property  which  is  the 
ground-work  of  her  legiflation.  From  a convic- 
tion, that  man  never  thinks  he  has  the  entire 
poflefifion  of  any  thing  but  what  he  has  lawfully 
acquired  ; they  have,  indeed,  fold  the  lands  in 
the  iflands  but  at  a very  moderate  price  to  fuch 
as  w'ere  willing  to  clear  them.  This  hath  appear- 
ed the  fureft  way  to  haften  the  cultivation  of  themj 
and  to  prevent  partialities  and  jealoufies,  the  ner- 
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Is  the  right 
cf  property 
well  efta- 
blifhed  .in 
the  French 
Blands  ? 


cefTary  confequences  of  a diftribution  guided  by 
caprice  dr  favour. 

France  has  taken  a mechod  feenningly  more 
generous,  but  not  fo  prudent,  that  of  granting 
lands  to  all  who  applied  for  them.  In  the  infant 
ftate  of  thefe  colonies,  a vagabond  went  into  the 
midft  of  the  forefts  and  marked  out  the  fpace  of 
greater  or  lefs  extent  which  he  chofe  to  occupy, 
and  fixed  it’s  limits  by  cutting  down  trees  all 
around  it. 

This  confufion  could  not  laft  long,  and  yet 
authority  did  not  choofe  to  ftrip  thofe  who  had 
thus  fettled  their  own  rights.  It  was  ordained 
only  that  for  the  future  there  fhould  be  no  legi- 
timate property  but  that  which  was  granted  by 
the  adminiltrators.  Protciflion  became  then  the 
'only  rule  of  the  difiributions,  without  any  regard 
to  talents  or  to  means.  Indeed,  it  was  ftipulated^ 
that  they  flioiild  begin  their  fettlements  within  a 
year  after  the  grant,  and  not  difcontinue  the 
clearing  of  the  ground,  upon  pain  of  forfeiture. 
But,  befide  the  hardihip  of  requiring  thofe  men 
to  be  at  the  expence  of  clearing  the  land,  who 
could  not  afford  to  purchafe,  the  penalty  fell  upon 
thofe  only,  who  not  having  the  advantage  of 
family  and  fortune,  could  not  make  interefi:  with 
the  great;  or  upon  minors,  who  being  left  de- 
ftitute  by  the  death  of  their  parents,  ought  rather 
to  have  been  alTified  by  the  public  ; whereas  every 
proprietor  who  was  well  recommended  or  fupport- 
ed,  was  not  called  to  account,  though  he  let  his 
grounds  lie  fallow. 
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To  this  partiality,  which  evidently  retarded  the  boo  k 
progrels  of  the  colonies,  we  may  add  a number  of  ■ » 

ill-judged  regulations,  relative  to  cultivation, 
pirfl,  it  v/as  required  of  every  perfon'who  obtained 
a grant  of  land,  to  plant  500  trenches  of  manioc 
for  every  flave  he  had  upon  his  plantation.  This 
order  was  equally  detrimental  both  to  private  anti 
public  intereft,  as  it  compelled  the  planter  to 
encumber  his  ground  with  this  ordinary  produc- 
tion, when  it  was  able  to  yield  richer  crops;  and 
rendered  the  poor  grounds,  which  were  only  fit 
for  this  kind  of  culture,  ufelefs.  This  double 
error  could  not  but  leffen  the  growth  of  all  kinds 
of  commodities;  and,  indeed,  this  law,  which 
laid  a reftraint  upon  the  difpofal  of  property,  has 
never  been  ftridlly  put  in  execution  ; but  as  it  has 
alfo  never  been  repealed,  it  ftill  remains  afcourge 
in  the  hand  of  an  ignorant,  capricious,  or  violent 
minifler,  who  may  chufe  to  make  ufe  of  it  againfl 
the  inhabitants.  This  evil,  great  as  it  is,  is,  how- 
ever, the  lead  of  thole  they  have  to  complain  of 
from  adminiftration.  The  reflraintof  the  Agra- 
rian law  is  flill  increafed  by  the  burden  of  labours 
impqfed  upon  the  vaflals. 

There  was  a time  in  Europe,  that  of  the  feudal 
government,  when  gold  and  filver  w'as  little  re- 
garded in  public  or  private  tranfadions.  The 
riobles  ferved  the  fcate,  not  with  their  purfes,  but 
with  their  perfons;  and  thofe  of  their  vaflals, 
who  were  their  property  by  right  of  conqueft, 
paid  them  a kind  of  quit-rent  or  homage,  either 
in  the  fruits  of  the  earth,  or  in  fo  much  labour. 

Thefe  cuftoms,  fo  deflrudive  to  men  and  lands, 
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® xin  ^ tended  to  perpetuate  that  barbaritj^  to  which  they 
• V — ' owed  their  rife.  But  at  length  they  were  gradu- 

ally laid  afide,  as  the  authority  of  kings  prevailed 
in  overthrowing  the  independence  and  tyranny  of 
the  great,  by  reltoring  freedom  to  the  people. 
The  prince,  now  become  the  foie  mailer,  abolilli- 
ed,  as  a magiflrate,  fome  abufes  arifing  from  the 
right  of  war,  which  deftroys  every  other  right. 
But  feveral  of  thefe  iifurpations,  which  time  had 
confecrated,  were  (till  retained.  That  of  the 
average,  or  a certain  proportion  of  labour  requir- 
ed-of  the  vafials,  has  been  kept  up  in  fome  dates, 
where  the  nobles  have  loft  almod  every  advantage, 
though  the  people  have  not  acquired  any.  The 
/ liberty  of  France  is  at  this  day  infringed  by  this 
public  bondage;  and  this  injuftice  has  been  re- 
duced into  a fydem,  as  if  to  give  it  a colour  of 
judice. 

Who  would  imagine  that  in  the  mod  enlight- 
ened age  of  the  nation,  at  a*  time  when  the  rights 
of  man  have  been  mod  rigidly  difeuded,  when 
the  principles  of  natural  morality  have  no  longer 
been  contradicted,  under  the  reign  of  a benefi- 
cent  king,  under  humane  miniders,  and  under 
upright  magidrates  ; who  would  imagine,  that  it 
fnould  have  been  pretended  to  be  confident  with 
the  order  of  judice  and  agreeable  to  the  conditu- 
tion  of  the  date,  that  a let  of  unhappy  people 
who  have  no  property,  fnould  be  dragged  from 
their  huts,  taken  from  their  repofe,  or  from  their 
labours,  they,  their  wives,  their  children,  and 
their  cattle,  in  order  to  go  and  exhaud  them- 
fclvcs  after  long  fatigues  in  labours  of  a new 

kind^ 
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kind;  in  the  conllrudlion  of  roads,  more  pom-  book. 
pous  than  they  are  iifeful,  for  the  benefit  of  thofe  »_  f 
who  polfefs  every  thing,  and  this  without  pay 
and  without  food. 

O MEN  ! whofe  hearts  are  of  fteel,  go  one  flep 
further,  and  you  will  foon  perfuade  yourfelves 
that  you  are  allowed  !...  But  here,  let  me  hold: 
indignation  would  carry  me  too  far.  It  is,  how- 
ever, proper  to  warn  government,  that  the  dreadful 
fyfiem  of  vaffalage  is  ftill  mo're  fatal  to  the  co- 
lonies. 

The  culture  of  thefe  lands,  from  the  nature  of 
the  climate  and  of  the  produdlions,  requiring  ex- 
pedition, cannot  eafily  fpare  a number  of  hands  to 
be  lent  to  a great  diftance,  and  employed  in 
public  works,  which  are  often  ufelefs,  and  Ihould 
never  be  carried  on  but  by  idle  perfons.  If  the 
mother-country,  with  all  the  various  means  llie 
can  employ,  has  never  yet  been  able  to  correct  or 
mitigate  the  hardlhipsof  vaffalage,  Ihe  ought  to 
confider  what  evils  muff  refult  from  them  beyond 
the  feas,  where  the  diredlion  of  thefe  works  is 
committed  to  two  overfeers,  who  can  neither  be 
direded,  cenfured,  nor  controuled,  in  the  arbi- 
trary exercife  of  abfolute  power.  But  the  burden 
pf  thefe  fervices  is  light,  when  compared  with  that 
of  the  taxes. 

A TAX  may  be  defined  to  be  a contribution  to- 

' taxes  pro- 

wards public  expence,  neceffary  for  the  preferva-  periy  levied 

tion  of  private  property.  The  peaceable  enjoy-  French 

ment  of  lands  and  revenues  requires  a proper 

force  to  defend  them  from  invafion,  and  a police 

th^t  fecures  the  liberty  of  cultivating  them. 

Whatever 
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BOOK  Whatever  is  paid  towards  the  maintenance  of 
xjn«  ^ 

public  order,  is  right  and  juft  ; whatever  is  levied 
beyond  this,  is  extortion.  Now,  all  the  govern- 
ment expences  which  the  mother- country  is  at 
for  the  colonies,  are  repaid  her  by  the  reftraint 
laid  upon  them,  to  cultivate  for  her  alone,  and 
in  fuch  a manner  as  is  belt  adapted  to  her  wants. 
This  lubjedion  is  the  moft  burden Ibme  of  all 
tributes,  and  ought  to  exempt  them  from  all 
other  taxes. 

Any  one  muft  be  convinced  of  this  truth,  w'ho 
refletfts  on  the  difference  of  fituation  between  the 
Old  World  and  the  New.  In  Europe,  fubfiftence 
and  home  confumption  are  the  principal  object 
of  culture  and  of  manufactures  j exportation  only 
carries  off  the  overplus.  In  the  iffands,  the  whole 
is  to  be  exported.  There  life  and  property  are 
' equally  precarious. 

In  Europe,  war  only  deprives  the  manufacturer 
and  the  hufbandman  of  the  trade  to  foreign  coun- 
tries; they  ftill  have  their  refo.urce  in  that  which  • 
circulates  in  the  internal  part  of  the  kingdom.  In 
the  iffands,  hoftilities  annihilate  every  thing; 
there  are  no  more  fales,  no  more  purchafes,  no 
more  circulation  ; the  planter  hardly  recovers  his 
cofts. 

In  Europe,  the  owner  of  a fmall  eftate,  who  Is 
able  to  make  only  a few  expences,  improves  his 
land  as  much  in  proportion  as  he  v/ho  hath  a wide 
ftomain  and  immenfe  treafures.  In  the  iffands,  the 
improvement  of  the  fmalleft  plantation  requires  a 
tolerable  ftock  to  begin  with. 


In 
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In  Europe,  it  is  commonly  one  citizen  that  is  ^ 
indebted  to  another;  and  the  flare  is  not  impo- 
verillîed  by  thefe  priv^ate  debts.  Thole  of  the 
iflands  are  of  a different  naaire.  , Many  planters, 
in  order  to  carry  on  the  labour  of  clearing  their 
grounds,  and  to  repair  the  Ioffes  incurred  by  the 
misfortunes  of  war,  v/hich  had  put  a flop  to  their 
exports,  have  been  obliged  to  borrow  fuch  large 
fums,  that  they  may  be  confidered  rather  as  farm- 
ing the  trade,  than  as  proprietors  of  the  planta- 
tions. 

Whether  thefe  refledlions  have  not  occurred 
to  the  French  miniftry,  or  whether  particular 
circumflances  have  obliged  them  to  depart  from 
their  plan  ; certain  it  is,  they  have  added  frefh 
taxes  to  the  obligation  already  laid  on  the  colo- 
nies to  draw  all  their  neceffaries  from  France, 
and  to  fend  thither  all  their  own  commodities. 
Every  Negro  has  been  taxed.  In  fome  fettle- 
ments,  this  poll-tax  has  been  confined  to  the 
working  blacks  ; in  others,  it  was  laid  on  all  the 
flaves  without  diflinblion.  Both  thefe  arrange- 
ments have  been  oppofed  by  the  colony  affembled 
at  St.  Domingo.  Let  us  now  judge  of  the  force 
of  their  arguments. 

Children,  old  and  infirm  men,  make  up 
about  one-third  of  the  flaves.  Far  from  being 
ufeful  to  the  planter,  fome  of  them  are  only  a 
burden,  which  humanity  alone  can  prompt  him 
to  fupport,  while  the  reft  can  afford  him  but 
diftant  and  uncertain  hopes.  It  is  difficult  to 
conceive  how  the  treafury  fhould  have  thought 
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BOOK  of  taxing  an  objed  that  is  already  chargeable  to 


the  owner. 


The  poll-tax  upon  blacks  extends  beyond  the 
grave  ; that  is  to  fay,  it  is  fixed  upon  a perfon  who 
exifts  no  more.  If  a Gave  fhould  die  after  the  af- 
fefiment  has  been  made,  the  planter,  who  is  al- 
ready unhappy  on  account  of  the  diminution  in  his 
income  and  of  his  capital,  is  ftill  obliged  to  pay  a 
tax,  which  reminds  him  of  his  Ioffes,  and  makes 
him  feel  them  more  fenfibly. 

Even  the  working  fiaves  are  not  an  exad  tariff 
of  the  appraifement  of  a planter's  income.  With 
a fev/ Negroes,  a good  foil  will  yield  m.ore  than  a 
poor  one  with  a great  number.  The  commodities 
are  not  all  of  the  fame  value,  though  they  are  all 
procured  by  the  labour  of  thofe  perfons  upon 
whom  the  fax  is  equally  laid.  The  changing  from 
one  kind  of  culture  to  another,  which  the  ground 
requires,fufpendsfor  a while  the  produce  of  labour. 
Droughts,  inundations,  fires,  devouring  infeds, 
often  dertroy  the  fruits  of  labour.  Suppofe  all 
thino^s  alike,  a lefs  number  of  hands  makes  in 
proportion  a lefs  quantity  of  fugar  ; either  becaufc 
the  whole  of  the  wants  muft  be  taken  into  confi- 
deration,  or  becaufe  labour  is  truly  advantageous 
fo  far  only  as  the  mofl  favourable  opportunities 
can  be  improved. 

The  poll-tax  upon  blacks  becomes  ftill  more 
opprefTive  in  time  of  war.  A planter  who  cannot 
then  difpofe  of  his  commodities,  and  muft  run  in 
debt  to  fupport  himfelf  and  to  keep  up  his  land, 
is  further  obliged  to  pay  a tax  for  fiaves,  whole 
labour  vyili  hardly  be  equivalent  to  their  mainte- 
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nance.  Nay,  he  is  often  conftrained  to  fend  tliem 
at  a diftance  from  his  plantation  for  the  imaginary 
wants  of  the  colony,  to  fupport  them  there  at  his 
own  expence,  and  to  fee  them  p.erifli  without  any 
reafon,  while  he  is  under  the  fevere  necefilty  of  re- 
placing them  one  time  or  other,  if  ever  he  means 
to  retrieve  his  wafled  and  almoft  ruined  lands. 

The  burden  of  the  poll-tax  was  üill  heavier 
upon  fuch  of  the  proprietors  as  were  abfeni  from 
the  colony,  for  thefe  were  condemned  to  pav  the 
tax  treble  j which  was  the  more  unjuft,  as  it  was 
matter  of  indifference  to  France  whether  her  com- 
modities were  confumed  at  home  or  in  the  iflands. 
Could  it  be  her  intention  to  hinder  the  emigra- 
tion of  the  colonifts  ? But  it  is  only  by  the  rnild- 
nefs  of  the  government  that  citizens  can  be  in- 
duced to  fix  in  a country,  not  by  prohibitions  and 
penalties.  Befides,  men  who  by  hazardous  labours 
carried  on  in  a fultry  climate,  had  contributed  to 
the  public  profperity,  ought  to  have  been  indulged 
in  the  liberty  of  ending  their  days  in  the  tempe- 
rate regions  of  the  mother-country.  Nothing 
could  more  elTeflually  rouze  the  ambition  and 
aflivity  of  numbers  of  idle  people,  than  to  be 
fpedators  of  their  fortune;  and  the  ftate  might 
thus  be  relieved  of  the  load  of  thefe  ufelefs  men, 
to  the  profit  of  induftry  and  commerce. 

Nothing  can  be  more  detrimental  to  both 
than  this  taxing  of  the  blacks,  as  the  necefilty  of 
felling  obliges  the  planter  to  lower  the  price  of 
his  commodities.  A moderate  price  may  be  an 
advantageous  circumftance,  when  it  is  the  reiult 
of  great  plenty,  and  of  a very  quick  circulation. 

8 ' But 
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® o o K But  it  is  ruinous  to  be  obliged  to  lofe  conftantly 
' — y — > upon  one’s  nnerchandize,  in  order  to  pay  taxes.' 

Finance,  is  like  a foul  ulcer,  in  which  the  mor- 
tified flcfh  dellroys  the  live  flefh.  In  proportion 
as  the  blood  is  conveyed  into  the  wound  by  the 
circulation,  it  becomes  corrupted  there  while  it 
fupplies  it.  The  profits  of  trade  are  all  abforbed 
by  the  treafury,  which  is  continually  receiving, 
without  making  any  returns. 

Lastly,  it  is  a very  difficult  matter  to  levy 
this  tax.  Every  proprietor  mull  give  in  an  an- 
nual account  of  the  number  of  his  flaves.  To 
prevent  falfe  entries,  they  muft  be  verified  by 
clerks,  or  exclfemen.  Every  Negro  that  is  not 
entered  muft  be  forfeited } which  is  a very  abfurd 
pradice,  becaufe  every  labouring  Negro  is  fo 
much  ftock,  and  by  the  forfeiture  of  him  the 
culture  is  diminiffied,  and  the  very  objed  for 
which  the  duty  was  laid,  is  annihilated.  Thus  it 
happens  that  in  the  colonies,  where  the  fuccefs  of 
every  thing  depends  upon  the  tranquillity  which  is  : 
enjoyed,  a deftrudive  war  is  carried  on  between 
the  financier  and  the  planter.  Law-fuits  are 
numerous,  removals  frequent,  rigorous  mea- 
fures  become  neceflary,  and  the  cofts  are  great 
and  ruinous. 

If  the'Negro^tax  be  un  juft  in  it’s  extent^  unequal 
in  it’s  repartition,  and  complicate  in  the  mode  of 
levying  it,  the  tax  laid  upon  the  commodities  that 
are  carried  out  of  the  colonies  is  nearly  as  injudi- 
cious. The  government  have  ventured  to  impofe 
this  duty,  from  a perfuafion  that  it  would  fall 
entirely  upon  the  confumer  and  the  merchant  j but 
, there 


IN  THE  EAST  AND  WEST  INDIES. 

there  cannot  be  a more  dangerous  error  in  politi- 
cal oeconomy  than  this  is. 

The  aélof  confuming  does  not  fupply  money 
to  buy  what  is  confumedj  this  rhuft  be  gained  by 
labour;  and  all  labour;  if  things  are  traced  up  to 
their  origin,  is,  in  fadl,  paid  by  the  firft  proprietor 
out  of  the  produce  of  the  earth.  This  being  the 
cafe,  no  one  article  can  be  always  growing  dearer; 
but  all  the  reft  muft  rife  in  proportion*  In  this 
fituation;  there  is  no  profit  to  be  made  upon  any 
of  them.  If  this  equilibrium  between  the  articles 
of  commerce  be  removed;  the  confumption  of  the 
advanced  article  will  decreafe;  and,  if  it  decreafc, 
the  price  will  fall  of  courfe,  and  the  dearnefs  will 
have  been  only  tranfient. 

The  merchant  can  no  more  take  the  duty  upon 
him,  than  the  confumer*  He  may,  indeed,  ad- 
vance it  once  or  twice;  but  if  he  cannot  make  a 
natural  and  necefiary  profit  upon  the  commodities 
fo  taxed,  he  will  foon  difcontinue  that  branch  of 
trade*  To  hope  that  competition  will  force  him 
to  take  the  payment  of  the  duty  out  of  his  pro- 
fits, is  to  fuppofe  that  they  were  exorbitant  ; and- 
that  the  competition,  which  was  then  infufficient, 
will  become  more  confiderable  when  the  profits  are 
lefs.  If,  on  the  other  hand,  things  were  as  they 
ought  to  be,  and  the  profits  no  more  than  necef- 
fary,  it  is  fuppofing  that  the  competition  will  fub- 
fift,  though  the  profits  that  gave  rife  to  it  fubfift 
no  longer.  We  muft  admit  all  thefe  abfurdities,  or 
allow  that  it  is  the  planter  in  the  iflands  who  pays 
the  duty,  whether  it  be  levied  from  the  firft,  fécond, 

‘ or  hundredth  hand, 
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Far  from  thus  burdening  the  cultivation  of 
the  colonies  with  taxes,  it  ought  to  be  encouraged 
by  liberalities;  fince  by  the  ftate  of  reftraint  in 
which  trade  is  kept,  ^thefe  liberalities,  with  all 
the  advantages  arifing  from  them,  muft  necelfarily 
'return  to  the  mother-country. 

If  the  fituation  of  a flate,  that  is  in  arrears  on 
account  of  Ioffes  or  mifmanagement,  will  not  ad- 
mit of  liberalities,  or  eafing  the  fubjeéls  of  their 
burdens,  the  payment  of  the  taxes  in  the  colonies 
themfelves  might,  at  leaft,  be  fuppreïTed,  and  the 
•produce  of  them  levied  at  home.  This  would  be 
'the  next  beft  fyftem ‘that  could  be  purfued,  and 
Vould  be  equally  agreeable  to  the  Old  and  New 
World. 

Nothing  is  fo  pleafing  to  an  American,  as  to 
remove  from  his  fight  every  thing  that  denotes  his 
dependence.  Wearied  with  the  importunities  of 
colledlors,  he  abhors  (landing  taxes,  and  dreads 
the 'increafe  of  them.  He  in  vain  feeks  for  that 
liberty  which  he  thought  to  have  found  at  the 
diftance  of  two  thoufand  leagues  from  Europe. 
He  difdains  a yoke  which  purfues  him  acrofs 
the  ftorms  of  the  ocean,  Difcontented,  and  in- 
wardly repining  at  the  reftraint  he  ftill  feels,  he 
thinks  with  indignation  on  his  native  country; 
which,  under  the  name  of  mother,  calls  for  his 
blood,  inftead  of  feeding  him.  Remove  the  Image 
of  his  chains  from  his  fight  ; let  his  riches  pay 
their  tribute  to  the  mother-country  only  at  land- 
ing there,  and  he  will  fancy  himfelf  free  and  pri- 
vileged; though  at  the  fame  time,  by  lowering 
the  value  of  his  own  commodities,  and  enhancing 

- the 
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the  price  of  thofe  that  come  from  Europe,  he  i'n  b o o s 

^ ^ ^ XIII 

fadl,  ukiipately  bears  die  load  of  a tax  of  which  he  ■, 
is  ignorant... 

Navigators  will  alfo  find  an  advantage  in  pay- 
ing duties  only  upon  goods  that  have  reached  the 
place  of  their  deftination  in  their  full  value,  and 
without  any  rifque,  and  will  reftore  the  capital  of 
their  ftock  along  with  the  profits.  They  will  not 
then  have  the  mortification  of  having  purchafed  of 
the  Prince  the  very  hazards  of  fiiipwreckj  and  of 
lofing  a cargo  for  which  they  had  paid  duty  at 
embarking.  Their  fiiipsj  on  the  contrary,  will 
bring  back,  in  merchandize,  the  amount  of  the 
dutyi  and  the  productions  being  advanced  in 
value  by  exportation,  the  duty  will  hardly  bè 
felt.  • 

Lastly,  the  confumer  himfelf  will  be  a gainer 
by  it;  becaufe  the  colonifi;  and  the  merchant  can- 
not benefit  by  any  regulation,  of  which  in  time 
the  confumer  will  not  experience  the  good  effects^. 

All  the  taxes  will  no  fobn'er  be  reduced  to  a Tingle 
one,  but  trade  will  be  clogged  with  fewer  forma- 
lities, fewer  delays,  fewer  charges,  and  confe- 
quently  the  commodities  can  be  fold  at  a more 
reafonable  rate. 

This  fyflem  of  moderation,  which  every  thin^ 
feems  to  point  out  as  the  fittefl,  will  be  eafily  in- 
troduced. All  the  productions  of  the  ifiands  are 
fubjeCl,  at  their  entry  into  the  kingdom,  to  a duty 
know’n  by  the  name  of  Domaine  cCOccident^  of 
Wefiern  Domain,  which  is  fixed  at  three  and  a half 
per  cent*  with  eight  fols*  per  pound.  The  value 

* Four-pence, 
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® xiu  thefe  producflions,  which  is  the  rule  for  the 

c— v*"— * payment  of  the  dury>  is  determined  in  the  months 
of  January  and  July.  It  is  fixed  at  twenty,  or 
five  and  twenty  per  cent,  below  the  real  price. 
The  weftern  office  allows,  befides,  a more  confi- 
derable  tare  than  the  feller  in  trade  does.  Add 
to  this  duty  that  which  the  commodities  pay  at 
the  cuftom-houfes  of  the  colonies,  which  pro- 
duces nearly  the  fame,  and  thofe  that  are  paid  in 
the  inland  parts  of  the  ifiandsj  and  we  ffiall  have 
the  whole  of  the  revenue  which  the  government 
draws  from  the  fettlements  in  America. 

If  this  fund  weie  confounded  with  the  other  re- 
venues of  the  ftate,  we  might  be  apprehenfive 
that  it  was  not  applied  to  it’s  deftination,  which 
fhould  be  folely  the  protedlion  of  the  iflands. 
The  unforefeen  exigencies  of  the  royal  treafury 
would  infallibly  divert  it  into  another  channel. 
There  are  fome  moments  when  the  critical  ftate 
of  the  difeafe  will  not  admit  of  calculating  the 
inconveniencies  of  the  remedy.  The  moft  urgent 
neceffity  engrofles  all  the  attention.  Nothing 
then  is  fecured  from  the  hand  of  arbitrary  power, 
urged  by  the  wants  of  the  prefent  moment.  The 
miniftry  is  continually  drawing  out  of  the  trea- 
fury, under  the  delufive  hopes  of  replacing  in  a 
fhort  time  what  they  have  received  ; but  the  ex- 
ecution of  this  delign  is  perpetually  retarded  by 
freffi  demands. 

Hence  it  appears,  that  it  would  be  highly  ne- 
cefiary  that  the  treafury,  deftined  for  the  duties  on 
the  produdlions  of  the  colonies,  fliould  be  kept 
wholly  feparate  from  that  deftined  to  receive  the 

revenues 


IN  THE  EAST  AND  WEST  INDIES. 


213 


revenues  of  the  kingdom.  The  Turns  depofitcd  ® ° ^ 

there,  as  in  truft,  would  always  be  ready  to  an-  ■_  -•> 

fwer  the  demands  of  thofe  fettlements.  The  co- 
lonift  who  always  has  ftock  to  fend  over  to 
Europe,  would  gladly  give  it- for  bills  of  exchange, 
when  he  was  once  aflured  that  they  would  meet 
with  no  delays  or  difficulties  in  the  payment  of 
them.  This  kind  of  bank  would  Toon  create  an- 
other means  of  communication  between  the  mo-i> 
ther-country  and  the  iflands  ; the  court  would 
be  better  acquainted  with  the  ftate  of  their  affairs 
in  thefe  diftant  countries,  and  would  recover  the 
credit  they  have  long  fince  loft  j but  which  is  of 
the  utmoft  confequence,  efpecially  in  time  of  war. 

We  Ifiall  now  put  an  end  to  our  difeuflions  on 
taxes,  and  confider  the  regulations  refpeéling  the 
militia. 

The  French  iflands,  like  thofe  of  other  na-  is  the  mili- 
tions, had  no  regular  troops  at  firft.  The  ad-  guiated  in 
venturers,  who  had  conquered  them,  looked  iflands7"'^ 
upon  the  right  of  defending  themfelves  as  a privi- 
lege} and  the  dependents  of  thofe  intrepid  men 
thought  themfelves  fufficiently  flrong  to  guard 
their  own  polfeflions.  They  had  nothing,  in- 
deed, to  do  but  to  repulfe  a few  veflels,  which 
landed  fome  Tailors  and  foldiers,  as  undifcipliped 
as  themfelves. 

The  fituation  of  affairs  has,  indeed,  undergone 
an  alteration.  As  thefe  fettlements  became  more 
confiderable,  it  was  to  be  expedled  that  they  would, 
fooner  or  later,  be  attacked  by  numerous  Euro- 
pean fleets  and  armies  j and  this  made  it  neceffary 

to  fend  them  other  defenders.  The  event  has 
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E ^ SI  ^ fhew’n  the  infufficiency  of  a few  fcattered  batta- 

^lli«  ^ 

U0!-~)r — ' lions,  to  oppofe  the  land  and  fea  forces  of  Eng^ 
land*  The  colonies  themfelves  have  been  con-- 
vinced  that  their  own  efforts  could  never  prevent 
a revolution  ; and  fearing  that  a fruitlefs  refiftance 
would  only  exafperate  a victorious  enemy,  they 
were  more  inclined  to  capitulate  than  to  fight. 
Having  become  political  calculators,  their  weak- 
nefs  made  them  fenfible  that  they  were  unfit  for 
military  operations,  and  they  have  contributed 
their  money  in  order  to  be  difcharged  from  a fer- 
vice,  which,  though  glorious  in  it’s  principle,  had 
degenerated  into  a burdenfome  fervitude.  The 
militia  was  fuppreffed  in  1763. 

This  aCt  of  compliance  has  been  applauded  by 
thole  who  only  confidered  this  inftitution  as  the 
means  of  preferving  the  colonies  from  all  foreign 
invafions.  They  very  fenfibly  imagined,  that  it 
was  unreafonable  to  require  that  men,  v/ho  were 
grow’n  old  under  the  hardfhips  of  a fcorching  cli- 
mate, pn  order  to  raife  a large  fortune,  fhould  ex- 
pofe  themfelves  to  the  fame  dangers  as  thofe 
poor  victims  of  our  ambition,  who  are  perpetually 
hazarding  their  lives  for  a pay  which  is  not  fuffi- 
cient  for  their  fubfiflence.  Such  a facrifice  hath 
appeared  to  them  too  unreafonable  to  expeCt  it 
fhould  be  complied  withj  and  the  miniflry,  who 
faw  the  impropriety  of  keeping  up  fuch  a vain  and 
burdenfome  fervice,  have  therefore  difcontinued 
it,  and  been  commended. 

Those  who  are  better  acquainted  with  the 
American  fettlements,  have  not  judged  fo  favour- 
ably of  this  innovation.  The  militia,  fay  they, 

is 
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is  neceflary  to  preferve  the  interior  police  of  the 
iflands  ; to  prevent  the  revolt  of  the  flavesj  to 
check  the  incurfions  of  the  fugitive  Negroes;  to 
hinder  the  banditti  from  affembling  in  troops;  to 
proted  the  navigation  along  the  coads,  and  to 
keep  off  the  privateers.  If  the  inhabitants  be 
not  embodied;  if  they  have  neither  commanderâ, 
nor  ftandards,  how  can  they  avert  fo  many  dan- 
gers? How  will  it  be  poflible  to  dilTipate  thel'e 
dedrudlive  calamities,  when  they  have  not  been 
able  to  check  them  before  they  broke  out  ? From, 
whence  will  arife  that  harmony  and  uniformity  of 
adtion,  without  which  nothing  can  be  carried  on 
with  propriety  ? 

These  rededlions,  which,  though  driking  and 
natural,  had  at  fird  efcaped  the  court  of  Verfaillcs, 
foon  produced  an  alteration  in  their  condudt. 
They  became  convinced  of  the  necedity  of  redor- 
ing  the  militia,  but  without  giving  up  the  taxes 
which  were  agreed  to  for  the  fupport  of  the  re- 
gular troops.  It  was  a difficult  matter  to  dif- 
pofe  the  people  to  confent  to  this  arrangement. 
The  minidry  negotiated,  bribed,  and  threatened. 
Guadalupe  and  Martinico,  though  difpleafed  with 
the  abufes  committed  by  an  incondant  and  pre- 
cipitate authority,  fubmitted  at  length,  in  1767, 
to  the  wifhes  of  adminidration,  but  this  example 
did  not  make  the  impreffion  upon  St.  Domingo 
that  was  defired,  and  perhaps  expetded.  The 
year  follov/ing  it  became  neceflary  to  carry  on 
a war  againd  this  rich  colony,  and  it  was  not  till 
after  the  magidrates  of  the  wed  and  fouth  of  the 
ifland  had  been  throw’n  into  prifon,  and  till  the 
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earth  was  ftrevved  with  dead  bodies,  that  it  was 
pofTible  to  reduce  to  fubmiflion  the  planters, 
exafperated  by  the  vexations  of  a rapacious  go- 
vernment. 

Si.ccE  this  period,  unfortunately  ftamped  with 
<;harac5l:ers  of  blood,  all  the  inhabitants  of  the  other 
hemifphere  arc  again  embodied.  The  obliga- 
tions that  are  impofed  by  this  kind  of  regiftring 
are  various,  and  are  not  yet  properly  explained. 
This  obfcurity,  which  is  always  dangerous  in  the 
hands  of  rulers,  who  are  perpetually  intent  upon 
the  extending  of  their  jurifdicftion,  keeps  the  ci- 
tizens in  continual  alarms  for  their  liberty,  which 
they  are  mpre  jealous  of  in  the  colonies  than  we 
are  in  Europe  ; it  expofes  thern  to  numberlefsf 
vexations.  The  evils  it  has  occafioned  have  ex- 
cited a deteftation  for  this  kind  of  fervitude,  which 
none  but  tyrants  or  (laves  can  be  furprifed  at.  It 
is  necelTary,  if  pofTible,  to  eradicate  the  impref- 
fions  of  the  paft,  and  remove  all  miftruft  for  the 
future.  The  legiilature  will  fucceed  in  this  by 
makino;  all  thofe  alterations  jn  the  form  of  the 
militia,  which  are  confiftent  with  it’s  objetftj 
which  is,  to  maintain  public  order  and  fafety. 
The  welfare  of  the  people  Is  the  great  end  of  all 
authority.  If  the  adions  of  the  fovereign  do  not 
tend  to  this  end,  his  exiftence  will  b^  fupported 
only  by  the  affiftance  of  money,  or  the  fandion 
of  old  records,  which  time  wilj  deftroy,  orpofte- 
rity  derpife:  In  vain  does  flattery  raife  number- 
lefs  and  magnificent  monuments  to  princes  j the 
hand  of  man  ereds  them,  but  It  is  the  heart  that 
confecrates  them,  and  affedion  that  renders  them 
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immortal.  Without  this,  public  trophies  are  only 
a proof  of  the  meannefs  of  the  people,  not  of  the 
grearnefs  of  the  ruler.  There  is  one  ftatue  in 
Paris,  the  fight  of  which  makes  every  heart  exult 
with  fentiments  of  alfedtion.  Every  eye  is  turned 
with  complacency  towards  this  image  of  paternal 
and  popular  goodnefs.  The  tears  of  the  diftreffed' 
filently  call  upon  it  under  the  hardfhips  of  op- 
preflion.  Men  fecretly  biefs  the  hero  it  immor- 
talizes. All  voices  unite  to  celebrate  his  memory 
after  two  centuries  are  elapfed.  His  name  is  in 
veneration  to  the  uttermoft  parts  of  America.  In 
every  heart  he  protefts  againft  the  abufes  of  au- 
thority ; he  declares  againft  the  ufurpations  of  the 
rights  of  the  people  j he  promifes  the  fubjedls  the 
redrefs  of  their  grievances,  and  an  increafe  of 
profperity  j and  demands  both  of  the  miniftry. 

Among  the  circumftances  which  require  re- 
formation, we  ought  to  reckon  a cuftom  efta- 
blilhed  in  the  French  poflelTions  in  the  New 
World,  of  dividing  equally  the  paternal  inherit- 
ance among  all  the  children,  and  the  inheritance 
of  a relation  among  all  the  coheirs. 

We  hold  in  abhorrence,  with  all  reafonable 
men,  whom  pride  or  prejudice  have  not  corrupt- 
ed, the  abfurd  right  of  primogeniture,  which 
transfers  the  entire  patrimony  of  a family  to  the 
elded  fon,  whofe  morals  are  corrupted  by  it  ; 
which  reduces  his  brothers  and  fillers  to  a date  of 
indigence,  and  punifhes  them,  as  it  were,  for  the 
cafual  fault  of  having  been  born  a few  years  too 
late.  Are  they  the  lefs  legitimate  on  that  ac- 
count ? and  is  the  perfon  wl^o  hath  given  them 
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exiftence  .the  lefs  refponfible  for  their  happinefs  ? 
A chief  of  a family  is  nothing  more  than  a depo- 
fitary  j and  is  a depofitary  ever  allowed  to  make 
an  unequal  divifion  of  his  trull  between  perfons 
who  have  an  equal  claim  ? If  a favage  fliould  be 
in  pofTeffion,  at  his  death,  of  two  bows,  and 
fhould  have  two  children  ; and  if  he  fhould  be 
aiked,  what  was  to  be  done  with  the  two  bows  ; 
would  he  not  anfw'cr,  that  one  fhould  be  given  to 
each  of  his  children  ? And  if  he  were  to  bequeath 
them  both  to  one,  would  it  not  be  underftood 
that  he  had  confidered  the  excluded  child  as  not 
being  his  own  offspring  ? In  the  countries  where 
this  monltrous  cuftom  of  difmheriting  is  autho- 
rized, the  father  is  the  leaft  refpe<fled  by  all  ; by 
the  eldeft,  becaufe  he  can  take  nothing  away  from 
him  j and  by  the  youngeft  children,  becaufe  he 
can  give  them  nothing.  To  filial  affedlion,  which 
is  extinguifhed,  fucceeds  a meannefs  of  fenti- 
ment,  which  accuftoms  three,  or  four  children, 
almoft  as  foon  as  they  are  born,  to  cringe  to  one 
alone,  who  from  this  circumftance  conceives  a 
degree  of  perfonal  importance,  which  feldom 
fails  to  render  him  infolent.  Refpectable  parents 
are  apprehenfive  of  multiplying  around  them  a 
number  of  indigent  perfons,  who  are  to  be  con- 
demned to  celibacy.  The  whole  inheritance  is 
placed  in  the  hands  of  a madman,  vyhofe  difllpa- 
lions  can  only  be  put  a flop  to  by  fubflitution, 
which  is  another  evil.  Calamities  of  fo  great  mag- 
nitude  mufl  neceflarily  fuggefi:  the  idea,  that  the 
right  of  primogeniture,  which  was  not  originally 
confecrated  by  fuperflition,  and  which  defpotifm 
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hath  no  interefl:  in  perpetuating,  will,  fooner  or  B'o  o k 
later,  be  aboiifhed.  It  is  the  remains  of  feudal  _j 

barbarifm,  which  our  dcfcencients  will  one  day  be 
afliamed  of. 

The  law  of  equality,  however,  which  feems 
dicHiated  by  nature  ; which  occurs  inftantly  to 
every  juft  and  good  man  i which  leaves  no  doubt 
in  the  mind  as  to  it's  reditude  and  utility  ; this 
law  may  fometimes,  perhaps,  be  prejudicial  to  the 
prefervation  of  fociecy.  We  have  an  inftance  of 
this  in  the  French  iftands,  which  it  diverts  from 
the  end  of  their  deftination,  and  gradually  paves 
the  way  for  their  ruin. 

This  divifion  was  necefifary  at  the  firft  formation 
of  colonies.  Immenfe  tracts  of  lands  were  to  be 
cleared.  This  could  not  be  done  without  people; 
nor  coiild  men,  who  had  quitted  their  own  country 
for  want,  be  any  otherwife  fixed  in  thofe  diftant 
and  defert  regions,  than  by  aftigning  them  a pro- 
perty. Had  the  government  refufed  to  grant  thèm 
lands,  they  would  have  wandered  about  from  one 
place  to  another  ; they  would  have  begun  to  efta- 
blilh  various  fcttlements,  and  have  had  the  difap- 
pointment  to  find,  that  none  of  them  would  attain 
to  that  degree  of  profperity  as  to  become  ufeful  to 
the  mother-country. 

But  fince  inheritances,  too  extenfive  at  firft, 
have  in  procefs  of  time  been  reduced  by  a feries  of 
fucceftions,  and  by  the  fubdivifions  of  ftiares,  to 
fuch  a compals  as  renders  them  fit  to  facilitate  cul- 
tivation j fince  they  have  been  fo  limited  as  not  to 
lie  fallow  for  want  of  hands  proportionable  to  their 
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■ extent,  a further  dlvifion  of  lands  would  again  re- 
t duce  them  to  nothing.  In  Europe,  an  obfcurc 
man,  who  has  but  a few  acres  of  land,  will  make 
that  little  eftate  more  advantageous  to  him  in  pro- 
portion, than  an  opulent  man  will  the  immenfe 
property  he  is  pofleüed  of,  either  by  inheritance 
or  chance.  In  America,  the  nature  of  the  pro- 
du(ftions,  which  are  very  valuable  j the  uncertainty 
of  the  crops,  which  are  but  few  in  their  kind  ; 
the  quantity  of  flaves,  of  cattle,  of  utenhls  necef- 
fary  for  a plantation  ; all  this  requires  a large 
flock,  which  they  have  not  in  fome,  and  will  foon 
want  in  all  the  colonies,  if  the  lands  be  parcelled 
out  and  divided  more  and  more  by  hereditary  fuc- 
ceffions. 

if  a father  leave  an  eflate  of  30,000  livres  * a 
year,  and  this  eftate  be  equally  divided  between 
three  children,  they  will  all  be  ruined  if  they  make 
three  diftindl  plantations  ^ the  one,  becaufe  he  has 
been  made  to  pay  too  much  for  the  buildings,  and 
becaufe  he  has  too  few  Negroes,  and  too  little  land 
in  proportion  j the  other  two,  becaufe  they  muft 
build  before  they  can  begin  upon  the  culture  of 
their  land.  They  will  all  be  equally  ruined,  if  the 
whple  plantation  fhould  remain  in  the  hands  of 
one  of  the  three.  In  a country  where  a creditor 
is  in  a worfe  ftate  than  any  other  man,  eftates 
have  rifen  to  an  immoderate  value.  The  poflef- 
for  of  the  whole  will  be  very  fortunate  if  he  is 
obliged  to  pay  no  more  for  intereft  than  the  net 
produce  of  the  plantation.  Now,  a§  the  primary 
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law  of  nature  is  the  procuring  of  fubfiftence,  hé  ® Jn? 

will  begin  with  procuring  that  without  paying  ’ 

his  debts.  Th'efe  will  accumulate,-  and  he  will 
foon  become  infolvent,  and  the  confufion  confe- 
quent  upon  fuch  a fituation  will  end  in  the  ruin 
of  the  whole  family. 

The  only  way  to  remedy  thefe  difofders,  is  to 
abolifli  the  equality  of  the  divifion  of  land.  In 
this  enlightened  age,  government  fhould  fee  the 
necelTity  of  letting  the  colonies  be  more  flocked 
with  things  than  with  men.  The  wifdom  of  the 
legiflature  will,  doubtlefs,  find  out  fome  compen- 
fation  for  thofe  it  has  injured,  and  in  fome  mea- 
fure  facrificed  to  the  welfare  of  the  community. 

They  ought  to  be  placed  upon  frelh  lands,  and 
to  fubfifl;  by  their  own  labour.  This  is  the 
only  way  to  maintain  this  fort  of  men  j and 
their  induftry  would  open  a frefli  fource  of  wealth 
to  the  ftate. 

At  the  conclu fion  of  the  peace,  a favourable 
opportunity  offered  itfelf  for  making  the  propofed 
alteration  in  St.  Liicia  and  Guiana.  The  French 
ought  not  to  have  negle(ff:ed  this  opportunity,  per- 
haps the  only  one  that  will  offer,  to  repeal  the  Uw 
relating  to  the  divifions  of  effates,  by  diftributing 
to  thofe,  whofe  expe<5lations  they  had  fruftrated, 
fuch  lands  as  they  intended  to  cultivate;  and 
by  giving  them  thofe  confiderable  fums  that  have 
been  expended  to  no  purpofe,  as  the  neceflary  ad- 
vance for  carrying  on  the  cultivation.  Men  in- 
ured to  the  climate,  acquainted  with  the  only 
kind  of  culture  that  could  poffibly  be  thought  of, 
encouraged  by  the  example,  affiffance,  and  ad- 
vice 
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vice  of  their  own  families,  and  aided  by  the  flaves 
with  which  government  would  have  fupplied 
them,  were  much  fitter  for  this  purpofe.than  a fet 
of  profligate  men,  collecded  Irom  the  refufe  of 
Europe,  a,nd  were  not  much  more  likely  to  raife 
new  colonies  to  that  pitch  of  wealth  and  pro- 
fperity  which  might  be  expefted.  Unfortunately, 
it  was  not  forefeen,  that  the  firft  colonies  in 
America  muft  have  increafed  by  flow  degrees 
and  of  themfelves,  with  the  lofs  of  a great  many 
men,  or  by  extraordinary  exertions  of  brayeny' 
and  patience,  becaufe  they  had  no  competition  to 
fupport  j but  that  the  fucceeding  fettlernents 
could  only  be  formed  by  the  natural  means  of 
population,  as  an  old  fwarm  begets  a new  one. 
The  overflowings  of  population  in  one  ifland  muft 
fpread  into  another  -,  and  the  fuperfluities  of  a rich 
colony  furnifh  neceffaries  to  an  infant  fettlement. 
This  is  the  natural  order  which  good  policy  points 
out  to  maritime  and  commercial  powers.  All  other 
methods  are  irrational  and  deftruftive.  Though 
the  court  of  Verfailles  have  overlooked  this  plain 
principle,  produdlive  of  fo  much  good,  this  is  no 
reafon  why  they  fliould  rejedl  the  propofal  of  put- 
ting a ftop  to  the  further  divifion  of  lands.  If 
the  neceflâty  of  fuch  a law  be'  evident,  ît  muft  be 
enacted,  though  the  prefenc  time  be  lefs  favour- 
, able  than  that  which  has  been  negledted.  When 
' the  plantations  are  reflored  to  their  ftate  of  pro- 
fperity,  by  the  fuppreflion  of  that  divifion  of  land, 
.whi^h  precludes  every  means  of  improvemenr,  the 
planttis  may  then  be  compelled  to  clear  them- 
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felves  of  the  debts  with  which  their  plantations 
are  now  opprelfed. 

Part  of  rhefe  debts  originated  from  the  claims 
that  were  allowed  by  an  injudicious  law,  to  the 
‘feveral  coheirs.  This  diftrefled  fituation  hath  in- 
creafed  in  proportion  as  the  colonies  have  ac- 
quired more  wealth.  When  they  had  increafed 
fo  far,  as  that  the  number  of  inhabitants  becartie 
fuperior  to  the  plantations,  the  fuperabundant 
part  of  the  population  remained  idle  creditors  of 
the  lands  they  did  not  occupy,  and  confequently 
ufilefs,  and  even  burthen fome  to  the  culture. 
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There  are  other  credits  proceeding  from  the 
fale  which  the  colonifts  have  reciprocally  made  of 
their  habitaticvns.  We  feldom  go  to  America, 
without  the  profpedl  of  enjoying  in  Europe  thofc 
riches,  which  are  commonly  acquired  by  oblH- 
nate  labour,  or  by  fortunate  events.  Thofe  who 
do  not  lofe  fight  of  this  aim,  live  with  more  or 
lefs  ceconomy,  and  fend  to  their  own  country  all 
that  they  have  been  able  to  fave  out  of  their  in- 
come. As  foon  as  they  have  acquired  that  degree 
of  fortune  to  which  they  afpired,  they  endeavour 
to  difpofe  of  their  plantations.  In  a country  ~ 
where  the  fpecie  is  deficient,  it  is  necefiary  to  fell 
them  upon  credit,  or  to  keep  them  ; and  moft  of 
the  proprietors  rather  chufe  to  give  up  their  pof- 
feffions  to  purchafers  who  fometimes  fail  in  their 
engagements,  than  to  trufb  them  in  the  hands  of 
llewards  who  are  feldom  faithful.  , 

liASTLY,  The  advances  made  to  the  colonifts 
have  been  the  occafion  of  much  credit  being 
given.  The-lands  of  the  French  iflands,  as  well 
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^ as  of  the  other  idands  in  America,  did  not  origf- 
> nally  yield  any  production  fit  for  exportation^ 
Funds  were  necefiary  to  clear  them,  and  the  firfi: 
Europeans  who  occupied  them  had  no  property. 
Trade  came  to  their  afiiftance  j it  furniflaed  them 
■with  utenfils,  provifions,  and  flavesj  neceifary  to 
form  productions.  This  alTociation  between  mo-* 
nied  and  induftrious  people  gave  birth  to  a great 
number  of  debts,  which  have  multiplied  in  pro- 
portion as  the  plantations  have  increafed. 

The  debtors  have  but  too  often  failed  in  fulfil- 
ling the  obligations  they  had  contradled.  An  in- 
ordinate luxury,  which  cannot  be  excufed  in  men 
who  are  born  in  mifery,  hath  compelled  feveral 
of  them  to  this  breach  of  faith.  Others  have 
• been  draw’n  into  it  by  an  indolence,  inconceiv- 
able in  eager  minds,  that  had  gone  beyond  the 
feas  to  feek  an  end  to  their  indigence.  The  moft 
■’abundant  means  have  been  loft  in  the  hands  of 
fome  people,  who  were  deftitute  of  the  fkill  necef- 
fary  to  improve  them.  There  have  been  likewife 
fome  planters  devoid  of  fhame,  and  without  prin- 
ciple, who,  though  capable  of  fettling  with  their 
' creditors,  have  daringly  withholden  the  property 
of  others.  Other  caufes  have  likewife  occurred  in 
leflening  the  force  of  engagements. 

Hurricanes,  the  violence  of  which  cannot  be 
eafily  deferibed,  fubverted  the  country,  and  de- 
- ftroyed  the  crops.  The  moft  expenfive  and  the 
moft  necefiary  buildings  have  been  fwallowed  up 
by  earthquakes.  Infedls,  which  could  not  be  de- 
ftroyed,  have  devoured,  during  a long  feries  of 
years,  all  the  produce  that  might  have  been  ex- 
. , peefted 
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pedled  from  a fertile  and  well-cultivated  foil. 
Some  commodities,  the  produce  of  which 
hath  exceeded  their  confumption,  have  loft  their 
«value,  and  have  fallen  into  the  utmoft  contempt. 
Long  and  cruel  wars,  by  oppofing  infurmount- 
able  obftacles  to  the  exportation  of  the  produc- 
tions, have  rendered  ufelefs  the  moft  conftant  and 
moft  obftinate  labours. 

These  calamities  which  have  fometimes  hap- 
pened at  the  fame  time,  or  which  have  at  leaft 
fucceeded  each  other  too  rapidly,  have  given  rife 
to  a fyftem  of  jurifprudence  favourable  to  the 
debtors.  The  legiflature  have  encumbered  the 
feizure  of  lands  and  flaves  with  fo  many  formali- 
ties, that  it  fliould  feem  as  if  their  defign  had 
been  to  render  it  impracticable.  The  public 
opinion  hath  branded  the  fmall  number  of  credi- 
tors who  have  undertaken  to  overcome  thefe  dif- 
ficulties Î and  the  tribunals  themfelves  did  not 
accede,  without  extreme  reluctance,  to  the  rigor- 
ous meafures  they  were  defirous  of  purfuing. 

This  fyftem,  which  hath  appeared  for  a long 
time  the  belt  that  could  be  followed,  hath  ftill 
it’s  partifans.  What  is  it  to  the  ftate,  fay  thefe 
political  calculators,  whether  the  riches  be  in  the 
hands  of  the  creditor  or  of  the  debtor,  provided 
public  profperity  be  increafed  ? But  can  public 
profperity  increafe  when  juftice  is  trampled  upon  ; 
when  adminiftration  encourages  a breach  of  faith, 
by  offering  it  an  afylum  under  the  protection  of 
the  laws,  for  if  the  laws  do  not  profecute  they 
protect;  when  the  feeds  of  miftruft  are  encou- 
raged among  citizens,  which  muft  in  time 
VoL.  VI.  Ct 
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® xiii  ^ render  them  fo  many  rogues,  and  enemies  to  each 
V-— V — .-j  other  j when  loans,  without  any  kind  of  fecurity, 
Hiall  have  become  impoflible,  or  ruinous  ; when 
the  rapacioufnefs  of  ufury  fhall  be  exercifed  with- 
out reftraint  ; when  credit  Iball  no  longer  exift 
either  in  or  out  of  the  ftate  j and  when  the  whole 
nation  fhall  be  confidered  as  a fet  of  men,  devoid 
of  principles,  and  of  morality.  General  felicity 
can  have  no  folid  foundation,  without  the  vali- 
dity of  engagements  from  whence  it  arifes.  Even 
the  government  ought  only  to  free  itfelf  from  it’s 
incumbrances  according  to  the  rules  of  juftice, 
A bankruptcy  of  the  ftate  is  infamous,  and  ftill 
more  prejudicial  to  the  morality  of  fociety  than 
to  the  fortunes  of  individuals.  A time  will  come, 
when  all  thefe  iniquities  fliall  be  fummoned  to  the 
tribunal  of  nations,  and  when  the  power  which 
hath  committed  them  fliall  be  judged  by  it’s 
vidtims. 

Other  fpeculators,  not  fo  loofe  in  their  prin- 
ciples, have  afferted,  that  an  enlightened  legifla- 
tion  would  annul  the  debts  anterior  to  a period 
which  ought  to  be  fixed.  We  will  not  examine 
whether  this  pradlice  of  fome  antient  republics 
hath  ever  been  falutaryj  but  we  will  affirm, 
without  any  fear  of  miftaking,  that  fuch  a breach 
of  the  public  faith,  if  it  were  common,  would 
again  plunge  Europe,  now  become  commercial, 
into  that  ftate  of  inaction  and  mifery  in  which  it 
. was  three  or  four  centuries  ago.  Fortunately, 
this  defl;ru<5tive  revolution  is  not  to  be  appre- 
hended. The  refpeft  for  property  increafes  daily 
even  among  the  leafl;  enlightened  nations.  In 
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ptocefs  of  time,  it  will  be  ellabliflied  in  tlie 
French  iflands,  as  well  as  elfewhere.  When  go- 
vernment Ihall  at  length  compel  the  colonifts  to 
give  fome  kind  of  fatisfadion  to  their  creditors. 
The  beft  method  of  bringing  about  this  adl  of 
juftice  is  not  yet  agreed  upon. 

Some  perfons  are  defirous  of  Sumptuary  laws, 
which,  by  reftraining  the  expences  of  the  inha- 
bitants, would  enable  them  to  fulfil  their  engage- 
ments. How  could  fuch  an  idea  ever  enter  into 
the  minds  of  men>  to  eftablifh  this  fyftem  of  pri- 
vation as  a maxim  in  the  colorties  ? The  value  of 
theirprodudions  being  entirely  owen  to  exchanges, 
would  not  the  annihilation  of  thefe  compel  the 
Americans  either  to  raife  few  commodities,  or  to 
fell  them  for  a trifle  ? Should  the  motherrcountry 
be  willing  to  make  up  in  money  the  deficiencies  in 
the  fale  of  their  merchandize,  then  all  the  gold  that 
is  draw’n  from  one  part  of  America  would  return 
into  the  other.  After  fifteen,  or  twenty  years  of 
fuch  a trade,  the  powers  that  are  . enemies  to 
France  would  have  an  additional  motive  for  at- 
tacking pofiTefTions,  the  fertility  of  which  excites 
in  them  fo  much  furprize  and  jealoufy. 

Others  have  imagined,  that  all  kind  of  credit 
Ihould  henceforward  be  prohibited.  But  would 
not  the  cultures  already  eftablifhed  fuffer  from  fo 
abfurd  a fyftem  ? Would  not  the  cultivation  of 
the  virgin  lands,  v/hich  are  generally  moft  pro- 
ductive, be  impeded  ? Would  not  the  operations 
of  the  merchants  in  the  mother-country  become 
daily  more  languid  ? > - 
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It  is  well  know’n  how  reludantly  they  fee  the 
rich  planter  accuftom  himfelf  to  fend  his  own 
produ(5lions  to  Europe,  to  drav/  the  articles  of  his 
own  confumptron  from  thence,  and  reduce  his 
correfpondents  to  the  bare  profits  of  commifTion. 
If  that  dependence,  which  is  a necelfary  confe- 
quence  of  debts,  Ihould  ceafe,  they  would  no 
longer  be  a few  planters,  but  the  whole  colony,  who 
would  make  their  own  purchafes  and  fales  in  the 
mother-country  ; they  would  all  become  traders, 
and  even  would  foon  have  no  competitors,  be- 
caufe  they  alone  would  be  acquainted  with  the 
meafure  of  their  own  wants. 


Several  perfons  have  wifhcd  that  it  fhould  be 
permitted  to  feize  and  to  fell  the  Negroes  of 
debtors.  Then  the  flaves  who  fhould  ceafe  to 
work  upon  one  plantation,  would  be  employed 
upon  another,  and  the  colony  would  not  be  in- 
jured. This  is  a miftakej  the  Negroes  will  ne- 
ver be  made  to  pafs,  without  mifchief,  from  one 
plantation  to  another.  Thefe  men,  already  too 
unhappy,  would  not  contract  the  frefh  habits  re- 
quired by  a change  of  place,  of  mafter,  of  me- 
thod, and  of  employment.  They  cannot  live 
without  their  miftreffes  and  their  children,  which 
are  their  deareft  comforts,  and  the  only  thing 
that  makes  them  endure  life.  Separated  from 
this  only  confolation  to  men  in  affliction,  they 
pine  away,  and  ficken,  and  frequently  defert,  or 
at  leaft  they  work  but  with  reluflance  and  care- 
• lefihefs. 

Moreover,  by  fecuring  the  payment  of  one 
creditor,  feveral  would  infallibly  be  ruined.  The 
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îRoft  intelligent  and  the  moft  adlive  planters,  de- 
prived of  part  of  the  hands  requifite  for  the  la- 
bours of  their  plantations,  would  foon  become  i,n- 
folvent,  and  would  continue  fo  for  ever. 

Honour  hath  appeared  to  fome  people  a more 
effedtual  refource  than  any  other.  Stamp,  fay 
they,  but  a mark  of  infamy  upon  the  fraudident 
debtor,  render  him  incapable  of  ever  exercifing 
any  public  office,  and  we  need  not  apprehend  he 
wtll  fport  with  this  prejudice.  The  moft  rapa- 
cious of  men,  and  efpecially  the  American 
planters,  facrifice  a part  of  their  lives  to  hard  la- 
bour, with  no  odier  view  than  to 'enjoy  their 
fortune.  But  there  is  no  enjoyment  for  a man 
who  is  branded  with  infamy.  Obferve  only  how 
piindlually  .all  debts  of  honour  are  paid.  It  is 
not  an  excefs  of  delicacy,  it  is  not  a love  of  juf- 
tice,  that  brings  back  the  ruined  gamefter,  within 
four-and-twenty  hours,  to  the  feet  of  his  credi- 
tor, who,  perhaps,  is  no  better  than  a ffiarper  ; 
it  is  the  fenfe  of  honour  j it  is  the  dread  of  being 
excluded  from  fociety..  But  in  what  age,  and 
what  period,  do  we  here  invoke  the  facrcd  name 
of  honour  ? Should  not  the  government  fet  the 
example  of  that  juftice,  the  practice  of  which  it 
means  to  inculcate  ? Is  it  poffible  that  public  opi^ 
nion  fliould  difgrace  individuals  for  actions  which 
the  ftate  openly  commits  ? When  infamy  has  infi- 
nuated  itfelf  into  families,  into  great  houfes,  into 
the  highcft  places,  even  into  the  camp  and  thefanc- 
tuary,  can  there  be  any  fenfe  of  ffiame  remain- 
ing ? What  man  will  henceforth  be  jealous  of  his 

0.3  honour. 


230 


HISTORY  OF  SETTLEMENTS  AND  TRADE 


BOOK  honour,  while  thofe  who  are  called  men  of  ho- 
c. nour,  know  of  no  other  than  that  of  being  rich 
to  get  places,  or  of  getting  places  to  grow  rich  i 
when  a man  muft  cringe  in  order  to  rife  j pleafe 
the  great  and  the  women  to  ferve  the  ftate  ; and 
when  the  art  of  being  agreeable,  implies  at  lead 
an  indifference  for  every  virtue  ? Shall  honour, 
which  feems  to  be  banifhed  from  Europe,  take 
refuge  in  America  ? 

The  court  of  Verfailles,  perpetually  led  aftray 
by  the  adminiftrators  of  it’s  colonies,  have  al- 
ways appeared  defirous  that  the  payment  of  debts 
fhould  depend  entirely  upon  their  arbitrary  de- 
cifion.  They  have  never  comprehended  that  this 
was  efcablifhing  a fyftem  of  tyranny  in  the  New 
World.  Ignorant,  capricious,  interefled,  or  vin- 
dictive chiefs,  may  felect,  at  pleafure,  thofe 
debtors  whom  it  may  fuit  them  to  ruin.  It  is 
equally  in  their  power  to  commit  injuftices  to- 
wards the  creditors.  It  will  neither  be  the  oldeff 
nor  the  mod  didreffed,  nor  the  mod  hoped  cre- 
ditor whonh  they  will  caiife  to  be  paidi  but  the 
mod  powerful,  the  bed  protected,  the  mod 
aClive,  or  the  mod  violent.  Authority  ought 
not  to  take  place  of  judice,  nor  probity  or  virtue 
of  the  law,  in  any  part  of  the  world,  or  from,  any 
motive  whatever;  becaufe  all  authority  is  liable 
to  corruption,  and  becaufe  there  is  no  probity  or 
virtue  which  may  not  be  fliaken. 

Two  centuries,  waded  in  attempts,  experi- 
ments, and  combinations,  mud'  have  convinced 
the  French  minidry,  that  the  calamity  w'hich  we 
here  deplore,  can  only  be  put  a dop  to  by  clear 
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and  plain  regulations,  eafily  carried  into  execu-  book 
tion.  When  creditors  fliall  be  able,  without  ^ ^ ‘ ^ 

delays,  without  expence,  and  without  reftraining 
formalities,  to  take  pofleflion  of  all  the  property 
of  their  debtors  i then  only  will  order  be  efta- 
blifhed.  This  fevere  aâ:  of  jurifprudence  fhould 
not  have  a retroaélive  effeél.  Humanity  and 
policy  will  indicate  the  proper  medium  to  be 
adopted  for  the  liquidation  of  old  debts.  But 
with  refpeft  to  new  engagements,  nothing  fhould 
fcreen  them  from  the  rigour  of  the  law  that 
fhould  be  ena61;ed. 

Very  bitter  remonftrances  will  certainly  be 
made  at  firft.  Where  fhall  we  find,  will  it  be 
faid,  a planter  fo  rafh  as  to  attempt  an  under- 
taking of  any  confequence,  when  he  fliall  be 
certain  of  ruin,  if  his  labours  fliould  not  be  fe- 
conded  by  chance  and  by  the  elements,  upon  the 
day  appointed  for  him  to  fulfil  his  engagements  ? 

The  dread  of  mifery  and  of  ignominy  will  feize 
upon  the  minds  of  all  men.  Henceforward  there 
will  be  no  loans,  no  bufmefs,  no  circulation. 

Induftry  will  degenerate  into  floth,  and  credit 
will  be  deftroyed  by  the  very  fyftem  adopted 
to  re-eftablilh  it. 

We  have  no  doubt  but  that  this  would  be  the 
language  of  the  colonifts  in  the  firft  inftance  ; 
but  in  the  end,  and  even  in  a fhort  time,  this 
arrangement  would  be  moft  agreeable  to  thofe 
who  had  been  at  firft  the  moft  violent  againft  it. 

Informed  by  public  knowlege  and  by  experience, 
they  would  be  fenfible  that  the  facility  of  putting 

oft' payment  had  been  burdenfome  to  them,  and 
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that  they  had  found  credit  only  by  purchafing  it 
upon  fuch  terms  as  were  fufRcient  to  balance  the 
rifque  of  lending  to  them. 

The  indulgences  which  might  have  been  pro- 
per in  the  early  ftate  of  the  colonies,  would,  in 
our  days,  become  an  inexcufable  weaknefs. 
Thefe  fettlements  will  never  thrive  as  they  ought 
to  do,  unlefs  the  means  of  cultivation  be  multi- 
plied ; which  they  will  not  be,  till  the  creditor 
be  enabled  to  put  an  entire  confidence  in  his 
debtor.  The  fyftem  which  is  favourable  to  want 
of  {kill,  to  rafh  undertakings,  and  to  diflionefly, 
muft  be  overturned  ; and  the  face  of  all  things 
will  foon  be  changed.  The  European  merchanr, 
who  at  prefent  only  advances  trifling  fums  to  the 
American  planter,  and  that  with  great  apprehen- 
fions,  will  not  find  a better  way  of  employing  his 
capital.  With  greater  afTiftances,  other  planta- 
tions would  be  formed  j and  the  old  ones  will  ac- 
quire a new  value.  The  French  iflands  will  at 
length  arrive  to  that  degree  of  fortune,  to  which 
the  richnefs  of  their  foil  hath,  in  vain,  for  fo  long 
a time  invited  them.  If,  notwithftanding  the 
progrefs  of  knowlege,  the  court  of  Verfailles 
Ihould  not  be  able  to  contrive  a fyftem  of  legif- 
lation,  more  wife  and  more  perfedl  than  that 
which  is  eftabliflied  in  the  Englifh  and  in  the 
Dutch  pofieflions,  they  muft  not  hefitate  to  adopt 
the  fame.  Already  have  thefe  three  powers 
Ihew’n  other  marks  of  conformity  in  their  prin- 
ciples. They  have  alike  concentrated  the  con- 
nexions of  their  American  fettlements  in  the 
mother-country. 

^ All 
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All  the  colonies  have  not  had  the  fame  origin. 
Some  took  their  rife  from  the  reftlefs  fpirit  of 
fome  tribes  of  barbarians,  who,  after  having  long 
wandered  through  defert  countries,  fixed  them- 
felves  at  laft,  from  mere  wearinefs,  in  any  one 
where  they  might  form  a nation.  Others,  driven 
out  of  their  own  territory  by  fome  powerful 
enemy,  or  allured  by  chance  to  a better  climate 
than  their  own,  have  removed  thither,  and  fhared 
the  lands  with  the  natives.  An  excefs  of  popu- 
lation, an  abhorrence  for  tyranny,  fadtions,  and 
revolutions,  have  induced  other  citizens  to  quit 
their  native  country,  and  to  go  and  build  new 
cities  in  foreign  climes.  The  fpirit  of  conqueft 
made  fome  foldiers  fettle  in  the  countries  they 
had  fubdued,  to  fecure  the  property  of  them  to 
themfelves.  None  of  thefe  colonies  were  firfl; 
formed  with  a view  to  trade.  Even  thofe  that 
were  founded  by  Tyre,  Carthage,  and  Marfeilles, 
which  were  all  commercial  republics,  were  only 
meant  for  neceflary  retreats  upon  barbarous  coafls, 
and  for  marts,  where  (hips  that  were  come  from 
different  ports,  and  tired  with  a long  voyage,  re- 
ciprocally made  their  exchanges. 

The  conqueft  of  America  gave  the  firft  idea  of 
a new  kind  of  fettlement,  the  bafis  of  which  is 
agriculture.  The  governments  that  founded 
thofe  colonies,  chofe  that  fuch  of  their  fubjedls  as 
as  they  lent  thither,  Ihould  not  have  it  in  their 
power  to  confume  any  thing  but  what  they  drew 
from  the  mother-country,  or  to  fell  the  produce 
of  their  lands  to  any  other  ftate.  This  double 

obligation  has  appeared  to  all  nations  to  be  con- 
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to  hei  felf, 
fufficiently 
fecured  the 
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^ XII?  ^ ionant  to  the  law  of  nature,  independent  of  all 
V,— — > conventions,  and  felf-evident.  They  have  not 
looked  upon  an  exclufive  intercourfe  with  their 
own  colonies  as  an  immoderate  compenfation  for 
the  expences  of  fettling  and  preferving  them. 
This  has  conftantly  been  the  fyftem  of  Europe 
relative  to  America, 

France,  like  other  nations,  was  always  de- 
firous  that  it’s  fettlements  of  the  New  World 
lliould  fend  all  their  produ6lions  to  the  mother- 
country,  and  fhould  receive  all  their  provifions 
from  thence.  But,  in  the  prefent  ftate  of  things, 
this  arrangement  is  impraticable. 

The  iflands  are  in  want  of  flour,  wine,  oil,  linen, 
fluffs,  houfliold  furniture,  and  every  thing  that  con- 
tributes to  the  conveniencies  of  life.  They  rnuft 
receive  all  thefe  things  from  the  mother-country, 
which  even  fuppofing  a fyftem  of  indefinite 
liberty,  would  fell  them  exclufively,  except 
flour,  which  North  America  might  furnifh  at  a 
cheaper  rate. 

But  thefe  pofTeffions  are  likewife  in  want  of 
Negroes  to  carry  on  the  labours.  The  mother- 
country  hath  hitherto  fupplied  this  deficiency  in 
a very  imperfeél  manner  only.  It  therefore  be- 
comes neceffary  to  have  recourfe  to  the  Englifh, 
who  are  alone  able  to  fill  up  the  void.  The  only 
precaution  which  would  be  proper  to  be  taken, 
would  be,  to  eftablifh,  perhaps,  upon  the  fuc- 
cours  received  from  thefe  rivals,  a duty  that 
would  deprive  them  of  the  advantages  which 
particular  circumftances  give  them  over  the 
P'rench  merchants. 


Last^v, 
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Lastly,  in  the  prefent  ftate  of  the  colonies,  ^ 
cattle,  fait  fifh,  and  foreign  woods,  are  become 
abfolutely  necelfary  for  them.  It  muft  be  con- 
fidered  as  an  impoiïibility  to  convey  them  from 
Europe;  and  it  is  only  from  New  England  that 
they  can  obtain  thefe  means  which  are  eflentially 
requifite  for  the  culture  of  their  plantations. 

Smuggling,  more  or  lefs  tolerated,  hath  been 
hitherto  the  only  refource  of  the  planters;  but 
this  method,  befide  being  too  expenfive,  is  dif- 
honeft  and  infufficient.  It  is  time  that  pro- 
hibitive laws  fhould  give  way  to  the  imperious 
law  of  neceffity.  Government  fliould  point  out 
the  ports  where  foreign  productions  may  be  re- 
ceived; they  fliould  fettle  the  provifions  which 
fhould  be  allowed  to  be  carried;  they  fhould  form 
judicious  inftitutions,  which  might  give  a degree 
of  confiftency  to  this  arrangement;  and  advan- 
tages will  be  found  to  accrue  from  this  new  fyf- 
tem,  exempt  from  every  inconvenience  ; a trial 
was  made  of  it  in  1765.  If  this  fortunate  plan 
was  given  up,  it  was  on  account  of  that  fatal  in- 
ftability  which  hath  for  a long  time  difgraced  the 
naval  operations  of  France  : it  will  therefore  be 
refumed,  and  at  the  fame  time  the  colonies  will 
be  fecure  of  a mart  for  all  their  productions 
These  fettlements  fend  annually  to  the  mother- 
country,  befides  what  they  keep  for  their  own 
confumption,  a hundred  thoufand  hogfheads  of 
melalTes;  the  value  of  which  may  be  from  nine 
to  ten  millions  *.  From  ill-judged  motives  of 

♦ From  375,000 1.  10416,6661.  13s.  4d. 
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^ xii?  ^ interefl,  perhaps,  flie  hath  deprived  them  and 

V— — > herfelf  of  this  benefit  j from  an  apprehenfion  of 
injuring  the  fale  of  her  own  brandy.  The  bran- 
dies drawn  from  fugar,  always  inferior  to  thofe 
extracted  from  wine,  can  only  be  for  the  ufe  of 
poor  nations,  or  of  the  lower  clafs  of  people  in 
the  rich  ones.  They  will  never  be  preferred  to 
any  but  malt  fpirits,  and  thefe  are  not  diftilled  in 
France.  There  will  always  be  a demand  for  the 
French  brandies,  even  in  the  illands,  for  the  ufe 
of  that  clafs  of  men  who  can  afford  to  pay  for 
them.  The  government,  therefore,  can  never 
too  foon  retrafl:  fo  unjuft  and  fo  fatal  an  error, 
and  ought  to  admit  melafies  and  rum  into  it’s  ports, 
to  be  confumed  there,  or  wherever  elfe  they  may 
be  wanted.  Nothing  would  more  extend  their 
confumption,  than  to  authorife  French  naviga- 
tors to  carry  them  directly  to  the  foreign  markets. 
This  indulgence  ought  even  to  be  extended  to  the 
whole  produce  of  the  colonies.  As  an  opinion 
that  clafhes  with  fo  many  interefts  and  fo  many 
prejudices,  may  probably  be  contefted,  it  will  be 
proper  to  eftablifti  it  on  clear  principles. 

The  French  iftands  furnifti  the  mother- country 
with  fugars,  coffee,  cotton,  indigo,  and  other 
commodities,  that  are  partly  confumed  at  home, 
and  partly  difpofed  of  in  foreign  countries,  which 
return  in  exchange  either  filver,  or  other  articles 
that  are  wanted.  Thefe  iftands  receive  from  the 
mother- country  clothes,  provifions  and  inftru- 
ments  of  hufbandry.  Such  is  the  twofold  defti- 
nation  of  the  colonies.  In  order  to  fulfil  it  they 
muft  be  rich.  In  order  to  be  rich,  they  muft 

grow 
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grow  large  crops,  and  be  able  to  difpofe  of  them  ^ ^ 

at  the  beft  price  : and  that  this  price  may  be  kept  v-^ 
up,  the  fale  of  them  muft  be  as  general  as  pof- 
lible.  To  obtain  this,  it  muft  be  made  entirely 
free.  In  order  to  make  it  as  free  as  poflible,  it 
muft  be  clogged  with  no  formalities,  no  expences, 
no  labours,  no  needlefs  incumbrances.  Thefc 
truths,  which  may  be  proved  from  their  clofc 
connexion  with  each  other,  muft  determine  whe- 
ther it  be  advantageous  that  the  trade  of  the 
colonies  ftiould  be  fubjedted  to  the  delays  and  ex- 
pence of  a ftaple  in  France. 

These  intermediate  expences  muft  neceflarily 
fall  either  upon  the  confumer  or  upon  the 
planter.  If  upon  the  former,  he  will  confume 
lefs,  becaufe  his  means  do  not  increafe  in  pro- 
portion to  his  expences  j if  upon  the  latter,  as 
his  produce  brings  in  lefs,  he  will  be  lefs  able  to 
make  the  neceflary  advances  for  the  next  crop, 
and  of  courfe  his  lands  will  yield  lefs.  The  evi- 
dent progrefs  of  thefe  deftruélive  confequences  is 
fo  little  attended  to,  that  every  day  we  hear 
people  confidently  fay,  that  merchandize,  before 
it  is  confumed,  muft  pafs  through  many  hands, 
and  undergo  many  charges,  both  for  handicraft 
and  carriage  ; and  that  as  thefe  charges  employ 
and  maintain  a number  of  perfons,  they  are  con- 
ducive to  the  population  and  ftrength  of  a ftate. 

Men  are  fo  blinded  by  prejudice,  as  not  to  fee, 
that  if  it  be  advantageous  that  commodities, 
before  they  are  confumed,  ftiould  undergo  a two- 
fold expence,  this  advantage  will  ftill  be  in- 
creafed,  to  the  greater  emolument  of  the  nation, 

if 
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if  this  expence  fhould  amount  to  four,  eight, 
twelve,  or  thirty  times  more.  Then,  indeed, 
all  nations  might  break,  up  their  highways,  fill  up 
their  canals,  prohibit  the  navigation  of  their 
rivers;  they  might  even  exclude  animals  from  the 
labours  of  the  field,  and  employ  none  but  men 
in  thefe  works,  in  order  to  add  to  the  expences 
that  precede  the  confumption  of  the  produce. 
Ÿet  luch  are  the  abfurdities  we  muft  maintain, 
if  we  admit  the  falfe  principle  we  are  now  op- 
pofing. 

But  political  truths  muft  be  long  canvafled 
before  they  are  perceived.  1 fhall  advance,  with- 
out fearing  to  be  contradifted,  that  the  tran- 
fcendent  parts  of  geometry  have  neither  the 
depth  nor  the  fubtilty  of  this  fpecies  of  arith- 
metic. There  is  nothing  pofTible  in  mathe- 
matics, which  the  genius  of  Newton,  or  of  fome 
of  his  fucceftbrs,  might  not  have  flattered  itfelf 
to  accomplifli.  But  I fhall  not  fay  as  much  of 
them,  with  refpeét  to  the  matters  we  are  now 
treating  of.  At  firft  fight  we  imagine  that  we 
had  but  one  difficulty  to  folve  : but  this  difficulty 
foon  brings  on  another  ; that  again  a third,  and 
thus  we  proceed,  ad  infinitum  ; and  we  perceive  that 
Ive  muft  either  give  up  the  work,  or  embrace  at  once 
the  whole  immenfe  fyftem  of  focial  order,  without 
which  we  fliall  obtain  only  an  incomplete  and  de- 
fedtive  refult.  The  data,  and  the  calculations,  vary 
according  to  the  nature  of  the  place,  it^s  produc- 
tions, it’s  fpecie,  it’s  refources,  it’s  connexions, 
it’s  laws,  it’s  cuftoms,  it’s  tafte,  it’s  commerce,- 
and  it’s  manners.  Where  fhall  we  find  the  man 
8 fufficiently 
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fufficiently  informed  to  embrace  all  thefe  ele-  ® ^ 

ments  ? Where  the  mind  fufficiently  accurate  to  ' — v — ^ 
appreciate  them  only  at  their  proper  value?  All 
informations  concerning  the  different  branches  of 
fociety,  are  no  more  than  the  branches  of  that 
tree,  which  conftitutes  the  fcience  of  the  man  en- 
gaged in  public  life.  He.  muft  be  an  ecclefiaftic^ 
a military  man,  a magiftrate,  a financier,  a 
merchantj  and  a hufbandman.  He  mull  have 
weighed  all  the  advantages  and  obftacles  which  he 
is  to  expe6t  from  paffion,  from  rival  pretenfions, 
and  from  private  intereft.  With  all  the  know- 
iege  that  may  be  acquired  without  genius,  and 
with  all  the  genius  that  may  have  been  beftowed 
upon  him  without  knowlege,  he  is  inftantly  led 
into  miftakes.  It  is  not  therefore  furprifing,  that 
fo  many  errors  fhould  have  gained  credit  among 
the  people,  who  never  repeat  any  thing  but  what 
they  have  bear’d  j that  fo  many  fhould  have  pre- 
vailed among  fpeciilators,  who  fuffer  themfelves 
to  be  led  away  by  the  fpirit  of  fyftem,  and  who 
fcruple  not  to  conclude  a general  truth,  from 
fome  particular  fuccefsj  that  fo  many  miftakes 
fhould  happen  among  men  of  bufinefs,  who  are 
all  of  them  more  or  lefs  enflaved  to  the  routine 
of  their  predeceffors,  and  more  or  lefs-reftrained 
by  the  ruinous  confequences  of  attempting  any 
thing  contrary  to  cuftom  j in  a word,  that  fo 
many  faults  fhould  be  committed  among  ftatef- 
men,  who  by  their  birth,  or  by  favour,  are 
brought  up  to  important  places,  to  which  they 
come  with  profound  ignorance,  that  leaves  them 
at  the  dlfcretion  of  corrupt  fubalterns,  who 

either 


24® 


HISTORY  OF  SETTLEMENTS  AND  TRADE 


BOOK 

XIII. 

V ^ — 1.^ 


Is  the  au- 
thority in 
the  French 
illands  com- 
mitted to 
thofe  per- 
lons who  ate 


either  deceive  or  miflead  them.  In  every  well 
regulated  fociety,  there  ought  to  be  no  matter 
upon  which  a freedom  of  difcufTion  fhould  not  be 
allowed.  The  more  weighty,  and  the  more 
difficult  this  matter  is,  the  more  neceffiary  doth 
this  difeuffion  become.  Can  we  then  have  a 
more  important,  a more  complicated  fubjedt  than 
that  of  government.'’  Or  could  any  court,  that 
was  fond  of  truth,  do  better  than  to  encourage 
all  men  to  exercife  their  thoughts  upon  it  ? And 
fhould  we  not  be  authorized  to  think  of  that 
court,  who  fhould  forbid  this  fludy,  that  we 
muft  either  diftrufl  their  operations,  or  conclude 
them  to  be  bad  ? The  true  refult  of  a prohibitive 
edidl  upon  this  point,  might  very  properly  be 
contained  in  the  following  words;  The  sove- 
reign FORBIDS  THAT  IT  SHOULD  BE  DEMON- 
STRATED TO  HIM,  THAT  HIS  MINISTER  IS  EITHER 
A FOOL  OR  A KNAVE,  FOR  IT  IS  HIS  PLEASURE 
THAT  HE  SHOULD  BE  EITHER  THE  ONE  OR  THE 
OTHER,  WITHOUT  ANY  NOTICE  BEING  TAKEN  OF 

IT.  The  council  of  Verfailles,  long  blinded  by 
that  daricnefs  in  which  they  fuffered  their  nation 
to  remain,  had  not  yet  acquired  a fufficient  de- 
gree of  knowlege  to  difeover  what  kind  of  admi- 
niftration  was  fitteft  for  the  colonies  j and  they 
are  ftill  equally  ignorant  of  the  form  of  govern- 
ment bed  calculated  to  make  them  profper. 

The  French  colonies,  fettled  by  profligate 
men,  who  fled  from  the  reflraints  or  punifhments 
of  the  law,  feemed  at  firft:  to  (land  in  need  of 
nothing  but  a ftriift  police  i they  were  therefore 
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tômmitted  to  chiefs  who  had  an  unlimited  autho-  book 
l-ity.  The  fpiric  of  intrigue,  natural  to  all  courts,  v— 
but  more  efpecially  familiar  to  a nation  where 

. to  make 

gallantry  gives  the  women  an  imiverfal  afcendant, 
has  at  all  times  filled  the  higher  polls  in  America 
with  worthlefs  meuj  loaded  with  debts  and  vices. 

The  minifiry,  from  fome  fenfe  of  fliame,  and  thé 
fear  of  railing  fuch  men  where  their  difgrace  was 
know’n,  have  fent  them  beyond  fea,  to  improve 
or  retrieve  their  fortunes,  among  people  who  were 
ignorant  of  their  mifcondu6l.  An  ill-judged 
compafiioni  and  that  miftaken  maxim  of  cour- 
tiers, that  villany  is  necelTary,  and  villains  are 
ufeful,  made  them  deliberately  facrifice  the  peace 
of  the  planters,  the  fafety  of  the  colonies,  and  the 
very  interells  of  the  ftate,  to  a fet  of  infamous 
perfons  only  fit  to  be  imprifoned.  Thefe  rapa- 
cious and  diflblute  men  fiifled  the  feeds  of  all 
that  was  good  and  laudable,  and  checked  the 
progrefs  of  that  profperity  which  was  rifing  fpon- 
taneoufly. 

Arbitrary  power  carries  along  with  it  fo 
fubtle  a poifon,  that  even  thofe  men  who  went 
over  with  honeft  intentions,  were  foon  corrupted. 

If  ambition,  avarice,  and  pride,  had  not  begun 
to  infetfb  them,  they  would  nor  have  been  proof 
againfl  flattery,  which  never  fails  to  raife  it’s 
meannefs  upon  general  flavery,  and  to  advance 
it’s  own  fortune  by  public  calamities. 

The  few  governors  who  efcaped  corruption, 
meeting  with  no  fupport  in  an  arbitrary  admi- 
niftration,  were  continually  committing  mif- 
takes.  Men  are  to  be  governed  by  laws 
VoL.  VI.  R ând 
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and  not  by  men.  If  the  governors  b.e  deprived 
of  this  common  rule,  this  ftandard  of  their 
judgments,  all  right,  all  fafety,  and  all  civil 
liberty,  will  be  exrinéf.  Nothing  will  then  bo 
feen  but  contradicftory  decifions,  tranfient  and 
oppofite  regulations  and  orders,  which,  for  want 
of  fundamental  maxims,,  will  have  no  connexion' 
with  each  other.  If  the  code  of  laws  were  can- 
celled, even  in  the  beft-conffituted  empire,  it 
would  foon  appear  that  juftice  alone  was  not 
fufficient  to  govern  it  well..  The  wifeft  men 
would  be  inadequate  to  fuch  a talk.  As  they 
would  not  all  be  of  the  lame  mind,,  and  as  each- 
of  them  would  not  always  be  in  the  fame  difpo- 
lition,  the  Hate  would  loon  be  fubverted.  This 
kind  of  confufion  was  perpetual  in  the  fVench  co- 
lonies, and  the  more  fo,  as  the  governors  made 
but  a lliort  Hay  in  one  place,,  and  were  recalled 
before  they  had  time  to  take  cognizance  of  any 
thing.  After  they  had  proceeded  without  a guide 
for  three  years,  in  a new  country,  and  upon  un- 
formed plans  of  police  and  laws,  thefe  rulers  were 
replaced  by  others,  who,  in  as  fhort  a fpace,  h^c^ 
not  time  to  form  any  connedlion  with  the  people 
they  were  to  govern,  nor  to  ripen  their  projedls. 
into  that  juftice  which,  when  tempered  with  mild- 
nefs,  can  alone  fecure  the  execution  of  them. 
This  want  of  experience,  and  of  precedents,  fo 
much  intimidated  one  of  thefe  abfolute  magi- 
ftrates,  that,  out  of  delicacy,  he  would  not  ven- 
ture to  decide  upon  the  common  occurrences. 
Not  but  that  he  was  aware  of  the  inconveniencies- 

• I • I 

of  his  irrefqlution  j but,  though  an  able  man,  he 
9 did 
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did  not  think  himfelf  qualified  to  be  a legiflator, 
and  therefore  did  not  chufe  to  ufurp  the  authority 
of  one. 

Yet  thefe  diforders  rhight  eafily  have  been 
prevented,  by  fubflituting  an  equitable  legiflation, 
firm,  and  independent  of  private  will,  to  à military 
government,  violent  in  itfelf,  and  adapted  only  to 
critical  and  perilous  times.  But  this  fcheme,  which 
has  often  been  propofed,  was  difapproved  by  the 
governors  jealous  of  abfolute  powers  which,  for- 
midable in  itfelf,  is  always  odious  in  a fubjedt. 
Thefe  flaves,  efcaped  from  the  fccret  tyranny  of 
the  court,  were  remarkably  attached  to  that  form 
ofjuftice  which  prevails  in  Afiatic  governments, 
by  which  they  kept  even  their  own  dependents  in 
awe.  The  reformation  was  rejedled  even  by  fome 
virtuous  governors,  who  did  not  confider,  that, 
by  referving  to  themfelves  the  right  of  doing 
good,  they  left  it  in  the  power  of  their  fuccefTors 
to  do  ill  with  impunity.  All  exclaimed  againfl: 
apian  of  legiflation  that  tended  to  leffen  the  de- 
pendence of  the  peoples  and  the  court  was  weak 
enough  to  give  way  to  their  infinuation  and  ad- 
vice, from  a confequence  of  that  propenfity  to  ar- 
bitrary power  natural  to  princes  and  their  mini- 
flers.  They  thought  they  provided  fufficiently 
for  their  colonies,  by  giving  them  an  intendant  to 
balance  the  power  of  the  governor. 

These  diftant  fetclements,  which,  till  then,  had 
groaned  under  the  yoke  of  one  proprietor  only, 
now  became  a prey  to  two,  equally  dangerous  by 
their  divifion  and  their  union.  When  they  v/ere 
at  variance  they  divided  the  minds  of  the  people, 
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^ xm  ^ fowed  difcord  among  their  adherents,  and  kindled 
V»— V — > a kind  of  civil  war.  The  rumour  of  their  diflen- 
tions  was  at  length  brought  to  Europe,  where  each, 
party  had  it’s  favourers,  who  were  animated  by 
pride  or  intereft  to  fupport  them  in  their  pofts^ 
When  they  agreed,,  either  becaufe  their  good  or 
bad  intentions  happened  to  be  the  fame,  or  becaufe 
the  one  had  got  an  entire  afeendant  over  the  other,, 
the  colonies  were  in  a worfe  condition  than  ever. 
Whatever  oppreffion  thefe  vidims  laboured  under, 
their  complaints  were  never  bear’d  in  the  mother- 
country,  who  looked  upon  the  harmony  that  fub- 
fifled  between  her  delegates,  as  the  moil  certain 
proof  of  a faultlefs  adminiftration. 

The  fate  of  the  French  colonies  is  not  much 
improved.  Their  governors,  befides  having  the 
difpofal  of  the  regular  troops,  have  aright  to  in- 
lill  the  inhabitants j to  order  them  to  what  works 
they  think  proper:  to  employ  them  as  they  think 
proper  in  time  of  war,  and  even  to  make  ufe  of 
them  for  conqiief!:.  Intrufted  with  abfolute  autho- 
rity, and  defirous  of  exerting  all  the  powers  that 
can  ellabljfh  or  extend  it,  they  take  upon  them- 
felves  the  cognizance  of  civil  debts.  The  debtor 
is  fummoned,  throw’n  into  prifon,  or  into  a dun- 
geon, and  compelled  to  pay  without  any  other 
formality;  and  this  is  what  they  call  the  fervice, 
or  the  military  department.  The  intendants  have 
' the  foie  management  and  difpofal  of  the  finances, 

and  generally  order  the  qoUeflingof  them.  They 
inquire  into  all  caufes,  both  civil  and  criminal.; 
whether  juftice  has  not  yet  taken  cognizance  of 
them,  or  whether  they  have  already  been  brought 

before 
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before  the  fuperior  tribunals*}  anid  this  is  what 
they  call  adminiftration.-  The  governors  and  in- 
tendants jointly  grant  the  lands  that  have  not  yet 
been  given  away,  and  determined,  a few  years  ago, 
all  differences  that  arofe  refpeéling  the  old  pof- 
feffions.  'This  arrangement  placed  the  fortunes 
of  all  the  Golo'nids  in  their  hands,  or  in  thofe 
of  their  clerks  and -dependants  j and  confequently 
made  all  property  precarious,  and  occafioned  the 
utmoft  confulion.  • ■ 

In  mechanics,  the  further  the  re fiffing  powers 
are  removed  from  the  center,  the  more  the  moving 
force  muff  be  increaled  j ih  like  manner,  we  are 
told,  the  côlonies  cannot  be  fecured  any  otherwife 
than  by  a harih  and  abfolute  government.  If  fo. 
Sir  William  Petty  was  in  the  right  to  dilapprove 
of  thefe  fort  of  fettlements.  It  would  be  better  that 
the  earth  fhould  remain  unpeopled,  or  thinly  inha- 
bited, than  that  fome  powers  fhould  be  extended  to 
the  misfortune  of  the  people.  It  is  incumbent  upon 
France  to  invalidate  this  fyflem  of  an  Englifliman 
agaihft  colonies,  by  improving  more  and  more  in 
the  method  of  governing  them.  That  enlightened 
Ipirit  which  diftinguilhes  the  prefent  age,  whatever 
may  be  the  affercion  of  thofe  who  attribute  to  the 
contempt  of  certain  prejudices  the  vices  infepa- 
rable  from  luxury,  and  to  the  freedom  of  think- 
ing and  writing,  thole  corrupt  manners  that  arife 
from  the  paffions  of  the  great,  and  from  the  abufe 
of  power  : that  enlightened  fpirit,  1 fay,  which 
flill  fupports  and  guides  the  nation,  while  mora- 
lity is  little  attended  to,  will  reftore  the  court  of 
Verfailles  to  thofe  judicious  principles  which  we 
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have  fo  often  pointed  out  to  them.  If  any 
perfon  hath  been  offended  by  them,  he  need 
only  be  queftioned,  and  it  will  be  found  that  he 
is  fame  vile  adulator  of  the  great,  or  fome  in- 
ferior perfon  attached  by  his  fituation  or  by  inte- 
reft  to  the  adminiftration,  of  which  he  is  thepane- 
gyriftj  we  may  conclude,  that  he  hath  not  the 
leaft  idea  of  the  duty  which  a citizen  owes  to  his 
country,  Shall  I be  confidered  as  the  accomplice 
of  a villain,  if  I fhould  not  call  out  when  I fee 
him  throwing  a lighted  torch  into  the  houfe  of  a 
fellow  citizen  j and  fhall  not  my  filenee  be  deemed 
culpable,  when  1 fee  the  whole  empire  threatened 
with  a conflagration  ? It  is  not  the  fubjeeft  whq 
keeps  his  fovereign  in  the  daik,  refpeding  the 
dangers  of  his  fituation,  who  can  be  called  a faith- 
ful fubjefl;  it  is  he  who  acquaints  him  of  it  with 
franknefs  at  the  rifk  of,  incurring  his  difpleafure. 
But  it  is  urged,  why  do  you  not  addre,fs  yourfelf 
to  thofe  who  govern  the  kingdom,  rather  than  to 
the  public  ? Can  thofe  who  govern  be  approach- 
ed? Would  they  liften  to  you  ? Do  they  not  think 
that  all  knowleee  is  centered  in  them  ? Do  they 
judge  for  themfelves  ? Would  not  the  moft  import- 
ant fpeculations  be  fent  back  to  offices  and  fut-- 
mitted  to  the  decifion  of  a clerk,  v/ho  would  not  fail 
todilapproye  them,  either  from  ignorance,  from 
vanity,  or  from  forne  other  lefs  fecret  and  more 
vile  motive.  It  is  not  certain  that  I ftiould  be 
bear’d,  even  if  my  voice  were  aflifted  by  a mul- 
titude of  other  voices.  Let  me  therefore  be  al- 
lowed to  fpeak.  Let  me  be  allowed  to  tell  my 
country,  what  can  raife  her  poflfeffions  in  the  New 
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World,  to  that  degree  of  profperity  and’ of  hap-- 
pinefs  of  which  they  are  fufceptible. 

Few  alterations  will  be  found  neceflary,  with 
regard  to  wFat  concerns  public  worfhipj  it  hath 
been  niade  fubordinate  as  much  as  poflible  to 
civil  authority.  It’s  minifters  are  monies;  whofe 
appearance  of  gravity,  and  whofe  fingular  drefs, 
make  more  impreffion  upon  the  ignorant  and 
fuperftitious  Negroes,  than  could  be  expedled 
from  the  moft  fublime  moral  precepts  of  religion. 
The  allurement  of  novelty,  fo  powerful  in  France, 
had  a few  years  ago  fuggefted  a projefl  of  fub- 
flituting  bifhops  and  a numerous  clergy  to  thefe 
convenient  pallors.  In  vain  had  all  men  united 
in  rejejfling  a body  of  clergy,  formidable  by  their 
ambition,  their  avarice,  and  their  pretenfions. 
Had  not  the -turbulent  and  unflcilful  minlller,  who 
had  formed  this  deflru6live  plan  been  difgraced, 
the  French  colonies  would  have  been  tormented 
by  a calamity,  ftill  greater  than  that  which  they* 
have  experienced  for  fo  long  a time  from  legifla- 
tive  authority. 

These  great  fettlements  were  founded  by 
chance,  either  fortunate  or  unfortunate,  a little 
before  the  middle  of  the  laft  century.  There 
was  at  that  time  no  fixed  idea  refpeding  the 
countries  of  the  New  World.  For  this  reafon 
the  cufloms  adopted  at  Paris,  and  the  criminal 
laws  of  the  kingdom  were  chofen  for  their  regu- 
lation. Judicious  men  have  fince  that  been  well 
aware,  that  this  kind  of  jurifprudence  could  not 
be  fuitable  to  a country  of  flavery,  to  a climate, 
to  morals,  to  cultures,  and  to  pofiefiions,  which 
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have  no  h:,ind  of  refennblance  to  our’s  ; but  thefe 
refle<rtions  of  fome  individuals  have  had  no  m*» 
fluence  upon  the  operations  of  government.  Far 
from  _.corre6ling  the  defedls  of  thefe  firfl:  inftitu- 
çions,  they  have  added  to  the  abfurdity  of  the 
principles,  embarralTments,  confufion,  and  a 
multiplicity  of  forms,  and  confequently  no  juftice 
hath  been  rendered. 

Things  will  remain  in  the  fame  flate  till  a 
fyftem  of  legiflation  peculiarly  adapted  to  the 
iflands  fhall  render  juridical  decifions  poflible 
and  even  eafy  ; but  this  important  work  cannot 
be  done  in  France.  Leave  to  the  colonifts  af- 
fembled  the  care  of  reprefenting  their  own  wants, 
let  them  be  fuffered  to  form  themfelves  fuch  a 
code  as  they  fnall  think  moft  fuitable  to  their 
fituation.  When  this  great  labour  fliall  have 
been  executed  with  mature  deliberation,  it  fhould 
be  fubmitted  to  the  deepell:  and  moft  rigorous 
difquifitions.  The  fandtion  of  government  ought 
not  to  be  granted  to  it,  till  every  doubt  be  re- 
moved with  relpedl  to  it’s  utility  and  to  it’s  per-» 
fedlion.  There  will  then  be  no  fear  of  a want  of 
good  magiftrates.  The  laws  will  be  fo  precife, 
fo  clear,  and  fo  well  adapted  to  bufinefs,  that  the 
tribunals  will  no  longer  be  accufed  of  ignorance, 
of  want  of  applipation,  or  of  dilhonefty. 

From  this  new  order  of  things  an  exaift  police 
would  arife.  This  method  of  keeping  the  citi- 
zens in  order  is  eafy  in  Europe.  A father  does 
^iie  office  of  a cenlbr  in  his  own  family,  he  watches 
over  his  wife,  his  children,  and  his  domeftics. 
The  proprietor,  or  the  principal  tenant,  exerti 
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tiie  fame  authority  in  his  houfe  j the  manufac-  boor 
turer  or  the  tradefman  in  his  warehoufe,  or  in  his  ■ 
workfhop.  One  neighbour  is  a kind  of  infpeftor 
over  another.  AflTociations  of  men  jealous  of 
their  honour,  keep  a vigilant'  eye  over  the  con- 
du6t  and  aftions  of  their  members;  no  man  of 
bad  charafler  is  received  among  them,  and  they 
expel  thofe  who  have  difgraced  themfelves.  A , 
dangerous  man  is  foon  found  out,  and  every  door 
is  (hut  againft  him.  There  is  a tribunal  of  ho- 
nour, and  another  of  fcandal.  Morality  exerts  a 
kind  of  judicature  which  no  one  can  avoid. 

Where  is  the  man,  who  is  not  more  or  lefs  re- 
ftrained  by  the  public  opinion  ? All  thefe  fpecies 
of  authority  derogate  from  the  fundlions  of  go- 
vernment. America,  full  of  infulatcd  indivi- 
duals, without  country,  and  without  relations, 
who  are  for  ever  changing  place,  and  inceflantly 
renewed,  and  who  are  urged  to  the  boldell  enter- 
prizes  by  their  third  after  riches  : America  re- 
quires a more  aftive,  a more  fteady,  and  a more 
circumllantial  adminiftration. 


Instead  of  this,  one  officer,  under  the  name  of 
King’s  Lieutenant,  refidlng  in  a port,  or  in  a 
fmall  town,  was  for  a long  while  folely  intruded 
with  that  important  office  in  the  French  illands. 
This  man  was  a petty  tyrant,  who  didrefled  the 
planters,  who  extorted  money  from  trade,  and  who 
preferred  the  felling  of  a pardon  to  the  prevention 
of  mifdemeanours.  For  fome  years  pad  the  com- 
manders of  the  militia,  have  in  each  didritd  been 
intruded  with  the  care  of  maintaining  public 
tranquillity,  under  the  jnfpe<dion  of  the  chief  of 
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the  colony.  This  néw  arrangement  is  not  fo  de- 
fective as  .the  former,  but  it  is  ftili  too  arbitrary. 
Let  [us  indulge  in  the  pleàfing  expe<5tation,  that 
the  fame  code  by  which  the  fortune  of  each  in- 
dividual Ihall  be  put  under  the  protection  of  the 
laws,  will  alfo  fecure  his  liberty. 

At  this  period  trade  will  be  better  regulated 
than  it  hath  yet,  been.  The  French  merchants  do 
not  go  themfclves  to  the  iflahds,  but  they  fend 
there,  cargoes  more  or  lefs  valuable.  Thofe  which 
are  not  of  much  value,  are  commonly  diftributed 
by  the  captains  of  the  fhips  for  ready  money. 
The  moft  important  of  them,  fuch  as  thofe  which 
carry  llaves',  are  moftly  delivered  upon  credit, 
and  agents  are  fixed  in  thofe  lectlements  for  the 
collecting  of  the  money.  The  payments  are  fel- 
dom  made  at  the  appointed  time  j and  this  want 
of  punctuality  hath  always  occafioned  difputes 
between  the  colonies  and  the  mother-country. 
Adminiftration  have  for  a lortg  time  been  endea- 
vouring to  put  an-  end  to  thefe  eternal  difcords. 
Might  there  not  be  a regifter  kept  in  each  jurif- 
diCtion,  in  which  every  debt  fhould  be  noted  in 
the  fame  order  in  which  it  had  been  contracted? 
When  intelligent  peiTons  fliould  determine,  that 
the  debtor’s  eftate  was  mortgaged  for  more  than 
half  it’s  value,  every  creditor  Ihould  be  allowed 
to  put  it  up  to  fale. 

This  arrangement,  thou-gh  wife  and  neceflary, 
would  certainly  difpleafe  the  coloniftsj  but  they 
would  foon  be  comforted,  refpeCting  what  they 
might  at  firlt  have  confidered  as  an  unfortunate 
circumftance,  fnpuld  that  rigour  be  moderated 
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by  a better  adminiftration  of  the  finances.  Go-^ 
vernment  were  cruel  enough,,  even  at  the  firftj 
origin  of  the  colonies,  to  exaifi:  a tribute  frorn 
thofe  unfortunate  people  who  went  to  the  New 
World  to  feek  their  fubfiftence.  Stronger  èofï- 
tributions  were  required  of  them,  in  proportion  as 
their  labours  and  the  fruits  of  their  induftry  were 
multiplied  i and  yet  this  enormous  weight,  with 
which  their  commodities,  their  confumptions,  and 
their  fiaves  were  overloaded,  fcarcely  excite  a 
feçble  remonftrance.  The  complaints  are  gene- 
rally founded  upon  the  tyrannical  manner  in 
which  the  public  revenue  is  colledted,  and  upon 
the  pernicious  ufes  to  which  it  is  applied.  It  is 
alleged,  that  the  treafury  thinks  itfelf  exhaufted 
by  the  expences  which  are  required  for  theprefer- 
vation  of  the  iflands.  They  themfelves  offer  to  de- 
fray all  thefe  expences  in  the  moft  ample  manner, 
provided  that  the  taxes  be  regulated  and  difpofed  of 
by  the  national  affemblies.  The  troops  will  then  be 
more  regularly  paid,  and  the  fortifications  kept 
in  better  order,  under  the  infpeélion  of  govern- 
ment itfelf.  Difencumbered  from  that  multitude 
of  officers,  who  under  the  name  of  the  ftaff,  ex- 
haufi;  them  ; of  thofe  legions  of  rapacious  farmers- 
of  the  revenue  who  opprefs  them  inceffantly  and 
beyond  meafurc,  the  colonies  will  attend  to  their 
improvement.  Convenient  roads  will  be  opened 
on  all  fides,  the  moraffes  will  be  dried  up,  a bed 
will  be  digged  for  the  torrents,  that  of  the  rivers 
will  be  repaired,  and  bridges  will  be  confirudled 
to  ftcure  the  communications.  The  young  Cre- 
oles will  receive  upon  their  own  foil  a proper 
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^ education,  which  they  did  not  obtain  even  by 
crofling  the  feas.  In  a word,  there  will  be  a body 
appointed,  which  lhall  be  autho.-ized  to  purlue, 
eyen^to  the^foot,  of  the  throne,  that  defpotic  rage 
which  fo  frequently  feizes  upon  thofe  vain  or 
corrupt  men,  who  are  chofcn  by  intrigue  or  by 
ignorance  to  govern  thefe  diftant  regions. 

Nothing  appears. to  be  more  confonant  to  the 
ends  ofXound  policy,  than  to  allow  thefe  iflanders 
the  right  of  governing-themfelves,i  provided  it  be 
in  fubordination  to  the  mother-country  ; nearly 
in  the  fame  manner  aâ  a boat  follows  all  the  di- 
reftionsof  the  fhip  it  is  faftened  to.  It  will,  per- 
haps, be  objedled,  that  the  people  in  thofe  remote 
illands  being  continually  renewed  by  the  fluftua- 
tion  of  commerce,  this  will  naturally  bring  in  a 
number  of  worchlefs  men  -,  and  that  it  will  be  long 
before  we  can  expecf  ,to  fee  thofe  manners  and  that 
fagacity  among  them;  which  will  be  productive  of 
public  fpirit,  and  of  that  dignity  which  is  requifite 
to  fupport  the  weight  of  affairs,  and  the  interefts 
of  a nation.  This  objection  might  have  fome  foun- 
dation, if  we  attended  merely  to  the  character  of 
thofe  Europeans  who  are  driven  to  America  by 
their  wants  or  their  vices;  who,  by  thus  tranl- 
porting  themffelvesj  either  by  choice  or  from  other 
motives,  are  ffrangers  every  where;  commonly  cor- 
rupted by  the  want  of  laws,  ill-fupplicd  by  an  ar- 
bitrary police;  by  that  depraved  tafte  for  domi- 
nion, Avhich  refuhs  from  the  abufe  of  llavery  ; and 
by  the.  dazzling  luftre  of  a great  fortune,  which 
makes  them  forget  .their  former  obfeurity.  But 
this  clafs  of  men  ought  to  havç  no  fliare  in  the  ad- 
•v...  . miniilration, 
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miniftration,  which  fliould  be  wholly  committed  to  ® ® ^ 

proprietors,  moftly  born  in  the  colonies;  for  juftice  ■_ 
is  the  natural  confequence  of  property;  and  none 
are  more  interefted  in  the  good  government  of  a 
country,  than  thofe  who  are  entitled  by  their  birth 
to  the  largeft  pofieflions  in  it.  Thefe  Creoles,  who 
have  naturally  a great  fliare  of  penetration,  a 
franknefs  of  character,  an  elevation  of  foul,  and  a 
certain  love  of  juftice  that  arifes  from  thefe  valua- 
ble difpofitions,  would  be  fo  fenfible  of  the  marks 
of  efteem  and  confidence  which  would  be  fhew*n 
them  by  the  mother-country,  in  intrufting  them 
with  the  interior  management  of  their  own,  that 
they  would  grow  fond  of  that  fertile  foil,  take  a 
pride  in  improving  it,  and  be  happy  in  introducing 
all  the  comforts  of  a civilized  fociety.  Inftead  of 
that  antipathy  to  France,  which  is  a refledion  upon 
her  minifters,  and  upbraids  them  with  their  feve- 
rity,  we  fhould  fee  in  the  colonies  that  attachment 
which  paternal  kindnefs  always  infpires  to  children. 

Inftead  of  that  fecret  eagernefs  which,  in  time 
of  war,  makes  them  readily  fubmit  to  a foreign 
yoke,  we  fhould  fee  them  uniting  their  efforts  to' 
prevent  or  repulfe  an  invafion.  Fear  will  reftrain 
men  under  the  immediate  eye  of  a powerful  and 
formidable  maftcr;  but  affedion  alone  can  com- 
mand them  at  a diftance.  This  is,  perhaps,  the 
only  fpring  that  ads  upon  the  frontier  provinces 
of  an  extenftve  kingdom  j while  the  indolent  and 
rapacious  inhabitants  of  the  metropolis  are  kept  in 
awe  by  authority.  Attachment  to  the  fovereign  is 
a principle  which  cannot  be  too  much  encouraged, 
or  too  much  extended;  hut  if  it  be  neither  merited 
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nor  returned,  he  will  not  enjoy  it  long.  No  more 
joy  will  then  appear  in  public  feftivals,  no  tranf- 
ports  of  exultation,  no  involuntary  acclamations 
will  be  bear’d  at  the  fight  of  the  beloved  idol. 
Curiofity  will  bring  a throng  w'herever  there  is 
a public  fpeftacle  ; but  contentment  will  not  ap- 
pear in  any  countenance.  A fullen  difeontent  will 
arife,  and  fpread  from  one  province  to  another  ; 
and  from  the  mother-country  to  the  colonies- 
When  the  fortunes  of  all  men  are  injured  or 
threatened  at  once,  the  alarm  and  the  commo- 
tion becomes  general.  Exertions  of  authority, 
multiplied  by  the  imprudence  of  thofe  who 
firft  venture  upon  them,  occafion  a general  alarm^ 
and  fall  fucceflively  upon  all  bodies  of  men.  The 
avengers  of  crimes,  and  fupporters  of  the  rights 
of  the  colonifts,  are  brought  up  even  from  Ame- 
rica, and  confined  like  maledors  in  the  prifons  of 
Europe.  The  weapons  of  government,  which 
feemed  ufelefs  againft  the  enemy,  are  direded 
againft  thefe  valuable  fubjeds  of  the  ftate.  Thofe 
people,  who  could  not  be  defended  in  time  of 
war,  are  alarmed  in  time  of  peace.  The  French 
miniftry  have  never  granted  to  their  poflefilons 
in  the  New  World,  the  fupport  requifite  to  pre- 
ferve  them  from  ravages  or  from  invafion,  and 
they  will  never  fulfil  this  obligation,  unlefs  they 
increafe  in  the  Old  World  their  arfenals,  their 
manufadures,  and  their  flaves.  Philofophers  of 
all  countries,  friends  of  mankind,  pardon  a 
French  writer  who  endeavours  to  excite  his  coun- 
try to  raife  a formidable  navy.  It  is  in  order  to 
fecure  the  tranquillity  of  the  world  that  he  wiflies 
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to  fee  that  fame  equilibrium  eftabliflied  in  all  the 
feas,  which  conftitutes  at  prefent  fhe  fecurity  pf 
the  continent. 

If  it  Ihould  bç  doubted  whether  France  can 
afpire  to  that  kind  of  power,  we  have  only  to  con- 
fider  it’s  pofition.  Sufficiently  extenfive  to  prcr 
vent  it  from  being  dependent  upon  any  of  the 
furrounding  powers,  and  yet  fo  fortunately  limited 
as  not  to  be  weakened  by  it’s  extent,  this  mo- 
narchy is  fituated  in  the  center  of  Europe,  be- 
tween the  ocean  and  the  Mediterranean.  It 
can  tranfport  all  it’s  produ6lions  from  one  fea  to 
another,  without  paffing  under  the  threatening 
cannon  of  Gibraltar,  or  under  the  infultino-  flao- 
of  the  Barbary  powers.  Mod  of  it’s  provinces 
are  watered  by  rivers,  or  interfered  by  canals, 
which  fecure  the  communication  between  it’s  in- 
land countries  and  it’s  ports,  and  between  it’s 
ports  and  it’s  inland  countries.  It’s  neighbours 
are,  fortunately,  not  able  to  furniffi  their  o\yn 
fubfiftence,  or  carry  on  a trade  that  is  merely 
paffive^  The  ternppr^ture  of  it’s  climate  procures 
to  it  the  ineftimable  advantage  of  lending  out 
and  receiving  it’s  ffiips  at  all  feafons  of  the  year. 
Tl'ie  depth  of  it’s  harbours  enables  it  to  give  to 
it’s  Ihips  the  form  the  mod  proper  for  fwiftnefs 
and  fecurity. 

Can  France  be  in  need  of  objets,  and  of  ma- 
terials for  exportation  ? It’s  productions,  of  the 
Old  and  of  the  ISew  World,  are  eagerly  fought 
after  by  all  nations  : but  it  is  more  efpecially  by 
it’s‘  manufadtures,  and  by  it’s  faffiio.ns,.  that  it 
hath  fubdued  Europe,  and  fome  parts  of  the 
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other  hemifphere.  The  nations  are  fafcinated^ 
and  will  ever  remain  fo.  The  endeavours  which 
have  every  where  been  made  to  get  rid  of  fo  ruin- 
ous a tribute,  by  imitations  of  this  foreign  induf- 
try,  have  no  where  had  the  expedled  fuccefs. 
The  fertility  of  invention  will  ever  be  beforehand 
with  the  quicknefs  of  imitation  j and  the  agility 
of  a people,  in  whofe  hands,  every  thing  alTumes 
a youthful  appearance,  and  who  have  the  art  of 
making  every  thing  appear  old  among  their 
neighbours,  will  deceive  the  jealoufy  and  the  avi- 
dity of  thofe  who  endeavour  to  enter  into  a com- 
petition with  them  by  imitation.  How  extenfivc 
might  the  navigation  of  an  empire  be,  which  fur- 
niflies  to  the  other  (rates  the  objedls  of  their  va- 
nity, of  their  luxury,  and  of  their  voluptuouf- 
nefs  ? 

Can  the  population  of  France  be  deemed  ina- 
dequate to  numerous  armaments  ^ It  is  well 
know’n  at  prefent,  that  this  power  reckons  twen- 
ty-two millions  of  inhabitants.  The  reproach 
that  is  made  them,  that  they  have  more  failors 
upon  each  of  their  fliips  than  their  rivals,  is  alone 
a fufRcient  proof  that  men  are  not  wanted  for 
the  naval  art,  but  that  they  are  themfelves  de- 
ficient in  it.  Yet  no  people  have  ever  received 
from  nature  more  of  that  vivacity  of  genius,  fir 
to  improve  the  building  of  (hips,  or  more  of  that 
dexterity  of  body,  fo  well  calculated  to  fpare  the 
time  and  expences  of  handicraft,  by  the  fimplicity 
and  celerity  of  the  means  employed. 

Is  it  becaufe  France  cannot  furnilh  from  itfelf 
all  forts  of  naval  (lores,  that  it  can  be  thought 

unable 
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Enable  to  have  a maritime  force  ? But  are  not  o o k. 
her  rivals  likewife  obliged  to  have  recourfe  for  ■_  « 

thefe  things  to  the  north  of  Europe,  and  even 
more  than  France  herfelf  ? Doth  their  climate, 
their  induftry,  and  their  colonies,  furnifli  them 
■with  the  fame  facility  of  completing  their  ex- 
changes in  the  Baltic  ? 

France  hath  therefore  all  the  reqiiifites  necef- 
fary  to  become  a truly  naval  power:  but  doth  it 
fuit  her  to  entertain  this  ambitious  idea  ? 

For  a long  time,  the  only  method  know’n  to 
acquire  fortune  and  glory,  was  by  numerous  and 
well-difciplined  armies.  The  Fall  and  the  Weft 
Indies  were  difcovered  j and  this  unforefeen  event 
occafioned  an  aftonifhing  revolution  in  the  minds 
of  all  men.  Perhaps  a reafonable  ambition  would 
have  been  contented  with  obtaining,  by  the 
mode  of  exchange,  the  riches  and  the  produc- 
tions of  thefe  tv/o  extenfive  parts  of  the  globe; 

The  third  of  dominion,  too  common  among  na- 
tions, occafioned  the  ruinous  and  deftrucHve  fyf- 
tem  of  conquefts  to  be  generally  preferred.  Thefe 
immenfe  regions  were  moftly  fubdued.  Matters 
were  carried  ftill  further.  The  people  who  inha- 
bited thefe  new  climates  were  either  too  weak  or 
too  indolent  to  ferve  as  the  inftruments  of  the 
cupidity  of  an  unjuft  invader.  In  feveral  places, 
they  were  all  either  exterminated,  or  expelled 
from  the  countries  that  had  given  them  birth, 
and  Europeans,  or  African  flaves,  were  fubfti- 
tuted  to  them,  who  multiplied  the  commodities, 
the  germina  of  which  they  found  there^  and  who 
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cftablifhed  other  cultures,  which  a new,  fertile,, 
and  varied  foil  could  eafily  fupply. 

It  was  necelTary  to  give  fome  liability  to  thefe 
fettlements.  The  reftleirnefs  of  the  nations  which 
had  divided  thefe  virgin  regions,  and  the  jea- 
loufy  of  thofe  Vv^hich  had  not  enjoyed  that 
advantage,  were  equally  to  be  apprehended.  A 
naval  force  alone  could  give  confidence  to  the 
rifing  colonies,  and  even  to  thofe  which  were  in 
the  greatell  forwardnefs.  To  preferve  them  from- 
invafion,  fleets  were  conftrudled  and  fitted  out. 
At  this  remarkable  period,,  the  fyftem  of  politics 
was  entirely  altered.  The  earth  was  in  fome 
meafure  fubjedled  to  the  fea,  and  the  great  po- 
litical llrokes  were  llricken  on  the  ocean. 

France,  lefs  accuftomed  to  ferve  as  a guide,, 
than  to  furpafs  it’s  mailers,  beheld,  without  emu- 
lation the  rife  of  a new  fpecies  of  po^wer.  The 
navy  did  not  even  form  any  part  of  the  too  ex- 
tenfivc  projects  of  the  ambitious  Richlieu.  It 
was  referved  to  the  monarch  for  whofe  grandeur 
he  had  paved  the  way,  to  make  his  flag  re- 
fpedled  in  the  two  hemifpheres.  Bur  this  glory 
was  of  fmall  duration.  Lewis  XIV.  by  his  en- 
terprifes,  irritated  the  whole  continent,  and,  in, 
order  to  refill  the  leagues  which  were  formed 
there  againll  him,  was  obliged  to  maintain  in- 
numerable armies.  His  kingdom  foon  became 
nothing  more  than  a camp  j and  his  frontiers- 
were  only  a firing  of  fortified  places.  The  fprings 
of  the  Hate  were  always  kept  in  too  high  a de- 
gree of  tenfion  under  this  brilliant  reign.  One 
7 crifis. 
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crifis  was  fucceeded  by  another.  At  length  the 
finances  were  in  diforder  -,  and  in  the  impoffibi- 
lity  of  defraying  all  the  expences,  the  facrifice  of 
the  naval  forces  was  thought,  perhaps  improper- 
ly, to  be  indifpenfible. 

Since  the  end  of  a century,  in  which  the  na- 
tion fuftained  it’s  difgraces,  by  the  remembrance 
at  leaft  of  it’s  fuccefTes,  and  flill  kept  Europe  in 
awe  by  forty  years  of  glory,  cherifhed  a govern- 
ment by  which  it  had  been  honoured,  and  bade 
defiance  to  rivals  whom  it  had  humbled  : fince 
that  period,  France  hath  loll  much  of  it’s  pride, 
notwithftanding  the  acquifitions  with  which  it’s 
territory  hath  been  extended.  A long  peace 
would  not  have  enervated  her,  if  her  forces,  too 
long  lavifhed  in  war,  had  been  turned  to  the 
navy  : but  her  naval  powers  have  acquired  no 
confidence.  The  avarice  of  one^  minifler,  the 
prodigality  of  another  ; the  indolence  of  feveral  ; 
falfe  notions,  trifling  interefts,  the  intrigues  of 
the  court,  by  which  government  is  guided  ; a fé- 
riés of  vices  and  of  faults  j a number  of  obfeure 
and  defpicable  caufes;  all  thefe  circumflances 
have  prevented  the  nation  from  becoming  as 
powerful  upon  Tea  as  it  had  been  on  the  conti- 
nent; at  leafl  from  acquiring  a balance,  if  aot 
a preponderance  of  power.  Even  the  Ioffes  which 
France  experienced  in  all  parts  of  the  globe,  dur- 
ing the  hoftilities  begun  in  1756;  the  humilia- 
tions which  ihe  was  obliged  to  fubmit  to  at  the 
peace  of  1763,  did  not  reftore  a fpirit  of  wifdom 
to  the  council  that  governed  the  nation,  and  did 
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not  turn  their  projets  and  their  efforts  towards 
the  fydem  of  a formidable  navy. 

But  what  meafures  fhould  France  purfue,  in 
order  to  create  and  maintain  a naval  force  ? 

The  firft  ftep  to  be  taken,  without  which  the 
others  would  become  either  ufelefs  or  fatal,  mufl: 
be,  to  encourage  the  mercantile  branch  of  the 
navy.  It  is  that  alone  which  can  form  men, 
enured  to  the  hardfhips  of  climates,  to  the  fa- 
tigues of  labour,  and  to  the  dangers  of  ftorms. 
This  truth  being  once  eftablifhed,  thofe  innu- 
merable fhackles  which  have  hitherto  exclufively 
infured  the  exportation  of  the  commodities  of  the 
kingdom  to  foreign  nations,  and  which  have  even 
too  often  given  up  to  them  the  coafling  trade,  will 
be  taken  off.  We  will  not  affirm,  that  an  adt  of 
navigation,  fimilar  to  that  which  hath  occafioned 
the  glory  of  England,  would  be  fuitable  to 
France  : but  that  crown  ought  at  lead;  to  efta- 
bliffi  fuch  regulations  as  might  enable  it’s  fubjeds 
to  ffiare  thofe  benefits,  which  the  Swedes,  the 
Danes,  and  the  Dutch,  come  and  take  from  them 
even  in  their  own  harbours. 

This  new  order  of  things  will  never  be  efta- 
bliffied,  till  the  naval  trade  ffiall  emerge  from 
that  humiliating  date  into  which  it  hath  hitherto 
unfortunately  been  plunged.  The  laws  forbid 
any  navigator  from  commanding  a trading  vefiel, 
till  he  ffiall  have  made  three  voyages  upon  a 
king’s  ffiip  : after  this  trial,  he  may  ftill  be  com- 
pelled to  remain  in  the  king’s  fervice,  during  a 
time  of  war.  The  abjed  Hate  in  which  he  is 
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kept  in  that  fervice,  muft  neceflarily  excite  an 
averfion  for  the  fca  in  all  men  who  have  received 
any  education,  who  enjoy  fome  kind  of  fortunes, 
or  who  have  fome  degree  of  fpirit.  Either  thefe 
fhameful  fetters  muft  be  broken,  or  the  French 
muft  give  up  the  hopes  of  feeing  the  ocean  co- 
vered with  their  numerous  and  rich  armaments. 

The  ftate  of  oppreftion  in  which  the  failors  are 
kept,  is  another  obftacle  to  the  multiplication  of 
expeditions.  Thefe  men,  who  fo  eflentially  con- 
tribute to  the  opulence  and  to  the  ftrength  of  the 
kingdom,  are  infcribed  in  regifters,  and  are  in- 
ftantly  obliged  to  embark  on  board  of  men  of 
war,  upon  receiving  orders  from  the  miniftry,  for 
whatever  time  they  fliall  chufe,  and  at  whatever 
ftipend  it  may  be  thought  proper  to  give  them; 
nor  are  thefe  hard  terms  in  the  lead  alleviated  by 
any  confideration  either  of  talents  or  age.  At  the 
time  even  when  they  are  not  employed  in  the 
public  fervice,  they  are  not  allowed  to  difpofe  of 
their  induftry,  and  of  their  leifure,  without  the 
permiflion  of  an  agent  of  government.  This 
flavery  averts  from  this  neceftary  profefTion, 
moft  of  thofe  whofe  inclination  would  otherwife 
have  led  them  to  it,  if  it  were  not  deftruftive  of 
all  kind  of  liberty.  If  thefe  inftitutions  were  fup- 
preffed,  or,  at  leaft,  the  feverity  of  them  were 
diminiftied,  the  harbours  and  the  coafts  of  France 
would  then  be  filled  with  failors. 

But  who  fliall  lead  them  on  to  a6lion,  and  to 
the  defence  of  their  country  ? Seignelay  decided 
that  it  fhould  be  the  nobility,  and  his  opinion 
hath  been  adopted  ever  fince.  Hath  nature  then 
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® ^ exclufively  granted  to  a nobleman  a natural  con- 

u— fticution,  which  cannot  be  affefled  by  climate, 
by  hunger,  and  by  fatigue  ? Hath  (he  exclu- 
fively granted  to  him  the  boldnefs  that  bids  de- 
fiance to  danger,  and  the  coolnefs  that  furmounts 
it  ? Hath  fhe  given  to  him  exclufively  that  ge- 
nius which  determines  and  infures  viftory  ? It  is 
faid,  that  opinion  and  prejudice  infpire  men  of 
this  rank  with  an  ardour  for  glory,  and  an  indif- 
ference for  wealth,  which  are  not  to  be  found 
among  other  clafies  of  men.  What  ! is  it  in  the 
midft  of  a corrupt  court,  is  it  among  the  rubbifla 
of  a ruined  caftle,  that  principles  of  elevation 
and  of  difintereftednefs  are  to  be  preferably 
fought  for  ? The  fon  of  a navigator,  whofe  for- 
tunate labours  have  been  crowned  with  wealth, 
and  who  can  have  no  other  ambition  than  that  of 
rendering  his  name  illuftrious,  is  no  lefs  power- 
fully excited  to  memorable  actions  and  to  great 
facrifices,  than  that  young  nobleman  who  is  con- 
ftantly  fhekering  himfclf  under  the  laurels  of  his 
. ancefiors.  What  period  hath  ever  fhew’n,  that  a 
title  which  we  are  in  poiTefilon  of  is  a more  power- 
ful ftimulus  than  one  to  which  we  afpire  ? What 
was  the  firft  perfon  who  deferved  nobility  before 
he  had  obtained  it  ? If  fome  of  his  illuftrious  de- 
fcendants  had  been  in  his  place,  his  children  and 
his  pofterity  would  have  remained  in  obfcurity. 

• True  nobility  was  in  the  blood  and  in  the  deftiny 

pf  man,  before  it  exifted  upon  parchment.  To 
acc^uire  it,  it  is  neceflary  to  have  good  fortune 
and  merit:  good  fortune,  which  (hall  prefent  oc- 
cafiqns  to  us,  and  merit,  by  which  we  may  im- 
prove 


m THE  EAST  AND  WEST  INDIES. 


263 


prove  them.  All  who  have  been  ennobled  in 
paft  ages,  and  all  who  fliall  be  ennobled  in  future, 
have  proved,  and  will  hereafter  prove,  that  this 
great  road  is  open  to  a few  men  only  -,  and  that 
it  is  as  eafy  to  find  a great  mind  under  a plain 
drefs,  as  a mean  fpirit  under  the  decoration  of  a 
ribband.  Courage,  virtue,  and  genius,  belong  to 
all  ranks.  But  in  order  to  afcertain  this  matter, 
let  the  career  be  laid  open  indilcriminately  to  all 
pcrfons  who  (hall  have  received  a decent  educa- 
tion. Let  them  be  embarked  on  board  men  of 
war  j let  them  make  a few  voyages  under  expe- 
rienced commanders  j let  them  be  fubjecled  to  all 
the  labours,  and  to  all  the  felf-denials,  which 
this  difficult  profeffion  requires.  After  thefe 
trials,  let  thofe  who  have  Ihew’n  the  greateft  de- 
gree of  Ipirir,  of  fkill,  of  courage,  and  of  emula- 
tion, be  admitted  into  the  royal  navy. 

The  excellence  of  an  art,  which  enables  us 
fometimes  to  fubdue  the  elements  ; the  advan- 
tages of  a profeffion,  in  which  the  opportunities 
of  fignalizing  one’s  felf  are  more  frequent,  and 
in  which  glory  is  the  perfonal  acquifition  of 
every  man,  as  foon  as  he  hath  obtained  the  com- 
mand of  the  fmalleft  velTel  ; all  thefe  reafons  will 
induce  them  to  ftudy,  to  reflecl,  and  efpecially 
to  be  always  manœuvering  j for  in  this  profef- 
fion, the  moft  learned  theory  mufl  be  conftantly 
accompanied  with  praftice.  Either  in  aftion,  or 
in  fimple  navigation,  refolutions  muft  be  fo 
quick,  that  they  (hall  appear  rather  as  the  refulc 
of  feeling  than  of  reflexion.  The  lea  officer  is 
more  particularly  in  need  of  thole  decifive 
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thoughts,  of  thofe  fudden  il  luminations,  as  they 
have  been  fo  well  defcribed  by  a fublime  orator, 
in  his  eulogium  of  a great  captain  : and  thefe 
ilrokes  of  inftindl  and  talents,  to  fpeak  in  a lefs 
elevated  fiyle,  mud  be  fooner  acquired  by  prac- 
tice than  by  theory. 

This  idea  of  continual  praftice  the  French 
navy  are  utterly  ftrangers  to.  Loofe  armaments, 
voyages  of  a day,  in  which  the  time  of  returning 
into  port  is  know’n  at  the  time  of  going  out  of 
it:  coafts  v^'hich  are  vifi ted  with  as  little  atten* 
tion  as  thofe  countries  through  which  a man  tra- 
vels poll  : colonies,  of  which  we  know  as  little 
when  we  leave  them  as  we  did  at  our  arrival  : 
expeditions,  in  which  a fpeedy  return  is  the  only 
prevailing  idea,  and  where  the  mind  is  conftantly 
abforbed  in  attention  to  former  habits  : flaips, 
which  are  confidered  as  prifons,  and  which  are 
quitted  with  tranfport,  without  being  acquaint- 
ed either  with  their  defers  or  perfedions.  O 
Frenchmen  ! O my  fellow-citizens  ! this  is  ex- 
adly  a true  pidure  ; fuch  hath  been  hitherto  the 
deplorable  employment  of  the  naval  forces  of 
our  country. 

To  thefe  fuccefllve  armaments  of  a few  foli- 
tary  frigates,  the  tranfient  expedition  of  which  is 
of  no  real  utility,  let  us  fubftitute  permanent 
fquadrons,  that  fliall  remain  three  years,  or  more, 
in  all  the  latitudes  of  the  Old  and  of  the  New 
World,  where  we  have  any  fettlements,  or  where 
we  carry  on  an  cxtenfive  trade.  Let  thefe  in- 
ftrudive  cruifes  conftantly  employ  one  half  of 
pur  inferior  veftels,  and  fome  fn ips  of  the  lino. 
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Then  the  officers  who  remain  in  the  profeffion 
merely  on  account  of  the  facility  of  fulfilling  the 
duties  of  it,  will  retire;  and  thofe  who  perfevere 
in  this  perilous  and  honourable  employment 
will  then  acquire  information,  experience,  and  a ’ 
fondnefs  for  that  element,  upon  which  they  ex- 
pefl  to  obtain  glory  and  fortune.  Subalterns 
then  growing  emulous  to  pleafe  fuperiors  deftined 
to  command  them  for  a length  of  time,  will  learn 
fubordination.  The  crews,  trained  up  with  care 
to  the  fervice,  and  inftruded  in  the  manœuvres 
by  the  captains  who  are  to  reap  the  fruits  of  all 
their  trouble,  will  then  fight  with  more  refolu- 
tion,  and  with  better  ikill.  Europe  hath  ap- 
peared aftoniffied  that  the  French,  who  were 
worthy  rivals  of  the  Englifn  at  the  beginning  of 
the  lafl:  wars,  had  loft  in  time  that  honourable 
equality.  Several  caufes  have  occafioned  this  re- 
volution : the  principal  of  them,  and  which  hath 
not  been  attended  to,  is,  that  the  French  have 
have  had  freffi  failors  every  campaign,  and  that 
their  rivals  have  always  kept  the  fame  till  the 
termination  of  hoftilities. 

The  eflablifhment  of  flationary  fquadrons 
ffiould  be  followed  by  other  innovations  of  no 
lefs  importance.  The  corps  of  the  navy,  at  pre- 
fent  too  numerous,  and  burthened  with  ulelefs 
and  idle  members,  ought  to  be  proportioned  to 
the  number  of  ffiips  and  of  armaments.  Thofe 
fatal  departments,  which  excite  jealoufy  without 
emulation,  and  which,  by  hereditary  hatred,  often 
occafion  the  mifcarriage  of  the  befl  contrived 
projects,  muft  be  ^boliffied.  Rank,  which  every 
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where,  and  in  all  ages,  hath  ftifled  genius  and 
talents,  will  ceafe  to  prefide  over  the  promo- 
tions and  the  rewards.  Among  the  too  great 
number  of  ranks  it  is  nccefiary  to  pafs  through, 
feveral  rnuft  be  fuppreflcd,  in  order  that  it  may 
be  poffible  for  a man  to  acquire  a command,  be- 
fore the  time  prefer! bed  by  nature  for  quitting 
it.  If  it  be  thought  neceiïary  to  preferve  the  dif- 
ferent claflfes  of  officers,  the  direction  of  them 
will  be  altered,  and  better 'regulated.  The  ad- 
mirals, whofe  ftrength,  courage,  and  activity 
ffiall  be  diminiffied,  either  by  age,  by  labour,  or 
by  the  wounds  they  may  have  received,  mull 
form  a tribunal,  which  ihall  direâ;  the  choice,  the 
prefervation,  and  the  employment  of  the  naval 
ilores.  It  mull  be  the  bufinefs  of  this  tribunal  to 
regulate  admiffion  into  the  navy,  to  determine 
the  promotions,  to  beflow  the  command,  to  fettle 
the  cruizes^  and  diredl  as  much  as  poffible  all  the 
operations.  Such  will  hereafter  be  the  council  of 
a miniftcr,  who,  ignorant  of  his  fundlions,  fitu- 
ared  at  the  dillance  of  a hundred  leagues  from 
the  fea,  devoted  either  from  inclination  or  necef- 
fity  to  the  intrigues  of  a tempeftuous  court, 
hath  been  conftantly,  to  the  prelcnc  time,  the 
fport  of  a few  obfeure,  ignorant,  and  interefted 
adventurers. 

In  proportion  as  thefe  plans  of  reformation 
which  we  have  been  tracing  fnall  be  carried  into 
execution,  the  Ihips,  which  were  growing  rotten 
in  a ftate  of  inadlion  will  be  repaired,  and  others 
will  be  conftruded,  France  will  foon  acquire 
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numerous  fleets.  But  where  fhall  the  refources 
be  found  to  put  them  in  aélion  ? 

Let  thofe  too  magnificent  or  ufelefs  edifices, 
the  maintaining  of  which  becomes  ruinous,  be 
demolifhed  : let  there  be  a flop  put  to  the  dilho- 
nefty  which  hath  but  too  commonly  prevailed  in 
the  purchafe  of  naval  (lores,  and  to  the  negligence 
with  which  they  have  been  hitherto  taken  care 
of  : let  thofe  ufelefs  hands,  which  prote6lion  hath 
multiplied  in  our  arfenals,  be  difmifled  ; let  the 
meafures  of  adminiftration  be  rendered  more 
fimple,  by  introducing  juftice  and  pun6luality  in 
our  payments  : let  the  crews  of  the  fhips,  which 
all  difinterefted  perfons  acknowlege  to  be  too  nu- 
merous, be  diminifhed  : let  all  thofe  officers,  who 
are  not  employed  at  fca  in  the  fervice  of  the 
(late,  be  reduced  to  half-pay  : let  every  fpecies 
of  luxury,  delicacy,  and  voluptuoufnefs,  which 
enervates  our  defenders,  and  ruins  our  fquadrons, 
be  abolilhed  ; let  the  refitting  and  repairing  of 
our  fhips  become  lefs  frequently  neceffary.  After 
all  thefe  alterations,  the  funds  at  prefent  fet  apart 
for  the  navy  will  be  found  fufficient  to  put  this 
effential  branch  of  our  power  upon  a refpe6lable 
footing.  There  is  even  a very  fimple  method  of 
raifing  it  flill  higher,  without  any  additional  ex- 
pence, which  I fhall  now  point  out. 

France  hath  formed  colonies  in  the  New 
World,  from  which  it  annually  receives  to  the 
amount  of  130,000,000  of  livres*  in  commodi- 
ties. The  lofs  of  fo  confiderable  a produce  would 
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leave  an  immenfe  vacancy  in  it’s  fpecie,  in  it’s  po- 
pulation, in  it’s  induftry,  and  in  it’s  public  reve- 
nue. The  importance  of  preferving  thefe  rich 
fettlements  hath  been  underftood,  and  in  order  to 
accomplifli  it,  recourfe  hath  been  had  to  battal- 
lions  and  fortrelTes.  Experience  hath  proved  the 
infufiiciency  of  thefe  means.  The  defence  of 
thefe  colonies  belongs,  and  mull;  exclufively  be- 
long to  the  navy.  The  iflands  mufl;  therefore  be 
put  under  it’s  proteftion,  and  the  expences  in- 
curred for  the  infufficient  protection  of  them 
mufl;  be  turned  into  it’s  treafury  : then  will  the 
ordinary  funds  of  the  navy  of  France  be  found 
fufficient  for  the  purpofe  of  carrying  on  it’s 
operations  with  dignity  and  advantage. 

Such  are  the  expedlations  of  Europe.  She 
will  not  think  her  liberty  fecured,  till  a flag  fhall 
be  feen  difplayed  upon  the  ocean  that  fhall  not 
tremble  before  that  of  Great  Britain.  The  wifhes 
of  the  nations  are  now  united  in  favour  of  that 
power,  which  may  be  able  to  defend  them  againfl; 
the  pretenfions  of  one  Angle  people  to  the  uni- 
verfal  monarchy  of  the  feas  ; and  at  this  prelent 
period  there  is  none  but  France  that  can  free 
them  from  this  anxiety.  The  fyftem  of  equili- 
brium requires,  therefore,  that  the  court  of  Ver- 
failes  fliould  increafe  their  navy,  more  efpecially 
as  they  cannot  do  it  without  diminifliing  their 
land  forces.  Their  influence  being  then  divided 
between  the  two  elements,  will  no  longer  be  for- 
midable on  either,  except  to  thofe  who  fliould  be 
defirous  of  difturbing  the  harmony. 
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Before  I die,  may  this  great  revolution,  al-  book.’ 
ready  begun,  be  completed  j together  with  other 
reformations  which  I have  pointed  out.  Then 
fhall  I have  obtained  the  true  reward  of  my 
vigils.  Then  (hall  I exclaim  : it  is  not  in  vain 
that  I have  obferved,  refledted,  and  laboured. 

Then  lhali  I addrefs  myfelf  to  Heaven,  and  fay; 

Difpofe  of  me  at  prefent  according  to  thy  will, 

“ for  mine  eyes  have  feen  the  fplendour  of  my 
‘‘  country,  and  the  liberty  of  the  feas  reftored 
‘‘  unto  all  nations  !” 


END  OF  THE  THIRTEENTH  BOOK. 
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Settlement  of  the  Englijh  in  the  American 

Jfands. 


NEW  order  of  things  now  opens  itfelf  to 
our  view.  England  is,  in  modern  hiftory,  the 
country  of  great  political  phœnomena.  It  is  there 
that  we  have  feen  liberty  the  moft  violently  com- 
bating with  defpotifm,  fometimes  trampled  un- 
der it*s  feet,  at  other  times  vidlorious  in  it^s 
turn.  It  is  there  that  it’s  triumph  has  been  com- 
pleted; which  every  thing,  even  the  fanaticifm 
of  religion,  hath  concurred  in  bringing  about. 
There  it  is,  that  one  king,  juridically  brought  to 
the  fcaffold,  and  another  depofed,  with  his  whole 
race,  by  the  decree  of  the  nation,  h'ave  given  a 
great  leflbn  to  the  earth.  There  it  is,  that  in  the 
midfl:  of  civil  commotions,  and  in  the  intervals 
of  momentary  tranquillity,  we  have  feen  the  exaél 
and  deep  fciences  carried  to  their  greateft  perfec- 
tion we  have  feen  the  minds  of  men,  accurtomed 
to  reafon,  to  refledl,  and  to  turn  their  attention 
particularly  to  government.  It  is  there,  in  a 
word,  that  after  long  and  violent  ftruggles,  that 
conllitution  hath  been  formed,  which,  if  it  be 
not  perfect,  and  free  from  all  inconveniencies, 
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is  at  lead  the  mod  happily  fuited  to  the  fituation 
of  the  country;  the  mod  favourable  to  it’s  trade; 
the  bed  calculated  to  unfold  genius,  eloquence, 
and  all  the  powers  of  the  human  mind  j the  only 
conditution,  perhaps,  fince  man  hath  lived  in  a 
focial  date,  where  the  laws  have  fecured  to  him 
his  dignity,  his  perfonal  liberty,  and  his  freedom 
of  thought  ; where,  in  a word,  they  have  made 
him  a citizen,  that  is  to  fay,  a condituent,  and 
integral  part  of  the  conditution  of  the  date,  and 
of  the  nation. 

England  had  not  yet  difplayed  to  the  world 
this  great  fcene,  when  her  fettlements  in  the 
Archipelago  of  America  were  fird  begun.  Her 
agriculture  was  not  extended  either  to  flax  or 
hemp.  The  attempts  that  had  been  made  to 
raife  mulberry-trees  and  breed  filk-worms,  had 
been  unfuccefsful.  The  labours  of  the  hufband- 
snan  were  wholly  engaged  in  the  growing  of  corn, 
which,  notwithdanding  the  turn  of  the  nation  for 
rural  employments,  was  feldom  fufficient  for 
home  confumption,  and  many  of  their  granaries 
were  dored  from  the  fields  bordering  on  the 
Baltic. 

Industry  was  dill  lefs  advanced  than  agricul- 
ture. It  was  confined  to  woollen  manufacftures. 
Thefe  had  been  increafed  fince  the  exportation  of 
unwrought  wool  had  been  prohibited;  but  thefe 
iflanders,  who  feemed  to  work  only  for  them- 
felves,  were  ignorant  of  the  method  of  fpreading 
thofe  elegant  ornaments  upon  their  duffs,  which 
tade  contrived,  to  promote  the  fale  and  confump- 
tion of  them.  They  fent  their  cloths  over  to 
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Holland,  where  the  Dutch  gave  them  their  co- 
louring and  glofs  j from  whence  they  circulated 
all  over  Europe,  and  were  even  brought  back  to 
England. 

Navigation  fcatce  employed,  at  thîtt  time, 
ten  thoLiland  failors.  Thefe  were  in  the  fervice 
of  exclufive  companies,  which  had  engrolTed  every 
branch  of  trade,  not  excepting  that  of  woollen 
cloth,  which  alone  conftituted  a tenth  part  of  the 
commercial  riches  of  the  nation.  Thefe,  there- 
fore, were  centered  in  the  hands  of  three  or  four 
hundred  perfons,  who  agreed,  for  their  own  ad- 
vantage, to  fix  the  price  of  goods,  both  at  going 
out  and  coming  into  the  kingdom.  The  privi- 
leges of  1 thefe  monopolizers  were  exercifed  in  the 
capital,  where  the  court  fold  the  provinces. 
London  alone  had  fix  times  the  number  of  fhips 
that  all  the  other  ports  of  England  had. 

The  public  revenue  neither  was  nor  could  be 
very  confiderable.  It  was  farmed  out  3 a ruinous 
method,  which  has  preceded  the  eitablifliment  of 
the  finance  in  all  Hates,  but  has  only  been  conti- 
nued under  arbitrary  governments.  The  ex- 
pences  were  proportionable  to  the  low  Hate  of  the 
treafury.  The  fleet  was  fmall,  and  the  Hiips  fo 
weak,  that  in  times  of  necelTity  the  merchantmen 
were  turned  into  men  of  war.  A liundred  and 
fixty  thoufand  militia,  which  was  the  whole 
military  Hrength  of  the  nation,  were  armed  in 
time  of  v/ar.  There  were  no  Handing  forces 
in  time  of  peace,  and  the  king  himfelf  had  no 
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With  fuch  confined  powers  at  home,  the  na- 
tion fhould  not  have  ventured  to  extend  itfelf  in 
fettlements  abroad.  Notwithftanding  this.  Tome 
colonies  were  eftablifhed,  which  laid  a folid 
foundation  of  profperity.  The  origin  of  thefe 
fettlements  was  owen  to  certain  events,  the  caufes 
of  which  may  be  traced  very  far  back. 

Whoever  is  acquainted  with  the  hiftory  and 
progrefs  of  the  Englifh  government,  knows  that 
the  regal  authority  was  for  a long  time  balanced 
only  by  a fmall  number  of  great  proprietors  of 
land  called  Barons.  They  perpetually  opprefTed 
the  people,  the  greater  part  of  whom  were  de- 
graded by  flavery  j .and  they  were  conftantly 
ftruggling  againft  the  power  of  the  crown,  with 
more  or  lefs  fuccefs,  according  to  the  charaderof 
the  leading  men,  and  the  chance  of  circumllances. 
Thefe  political  diffentions  occafioned  much  blood- 
Ihed. 
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The  kingdom  was  exhaufted  by  intefline 
wars,  which  had  lafted  two  hundred  years,  when 
Henry  VII.  affumed  the  reins  of  government  on 
the  decifion  of  a battle,  in  which  the  nation,  di- 
vided into  two  camps,  had  fought  to  give  itfelf  a 
mafler.  That  able  prince  availed  himfelf  of  the 
Hate  of  depreflion  into  which  a feries  of  calamities 
had  funk  his  fubjeéls,  to  extend  the  regal  autho- 
rity, the  limits  of  which,  the  anarchy  of  the  feu- 
dal government,  though  continually  encroaching 
upon  them,  had  never  been  able  to  fix.  He  was 
affifled  in  this  undertaking  by  the  faélion  which 


had  placed  the  crown  upon  his  head,  and  which, 
being  the  weakeft,  could  not  hope  to  maintain 
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itfelf  in  the  principal  employments  to  which  thofe 
who  were  engaged  in  it  had  been  raifed,  unlefs 
they  fupported  the  ambition  of  their  leader.  This 
plan  was  (Irengthened  by  permitting  the  nobility, 
for  the  firft  time,  to  alienate  their  lands.  This 
dangerous  indulgence,  joined  to  a tafte  for  luxury, 
which  then  began  to  prevail  in  Europe,  brought 
on  a great  revolution  in  the  fortunes  of  indivi- 
duals. The  immenfe  fiefs  of  the  barons  were 
gradually  diflipated,  and  the  eftates  of  the  com- 
moners increafed. 

The  rights  belonging  to  the  feveral  eftates 
being  divided  with  the  property  of  them,  it  be- 
came fo  much  the  more  difficult  to  unite  the  will 
and  the  power  of  many  againll  the  authority  of 
one.  The  monarchs  took  advantage  of  this  pe- 
riod, fo  favourable  to  their  ambition,  to  govern 
without  controul.  The  decayed  nobility  were  in 
fear  of  a power  which  they  had  reinforced  with  all 
their  Ioffes.  The  commons  thought  themfelves 
fufficiently  honoured  by  the  privilege  of  impofing 
all  the  national  taxes.  The  people,  in  fome  de- 
gree eafed  of  their  yoke,  by  this  flight  alteration 
in  the  conftitution,  and  whofe  circle  of  ideas  is 
always  confined  to  bufinefs  or  labour,  became 
tired  of  feditions,  from  the  defolation  and  miferies 
which  were  the  confequence  and  the  punifliment 
of  them.  So  that,  while  the  nation  was  employed 
in  fearch  of  that  fovereign  authority  which  had 
been  loft  in  the  confufion  of  civil  wars,  it’s  views 
were  fixed  upon  the  monarch  alone.  The  majefty 
of  the  throne,  the  whole  luftre  of  which  was  cen- 
tered in  him,  feemed  to  be  the  fource  of  that 
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authority,  of  which  it  fhould  only  be  the  vlfible  book 
fign  and  permanent  inftrument.  . ^ 

Such  was  the  fituation  of  England,  when 
James  J.  was  called  thither  from  Scotland,  as 
being  foie  heir  to  the  two  kingdoms,  which,  by 
his  acceflion,  were  united  under  one  head.  A 
turbulent  nobility,  imparting  their  fury  to  their 
barbarous  vaffals,  had  kindled  the  fire  of  feditioii 
in  thofe  northern  mountains  which  divided  the 
ifland  into  two  diftincl  Hates.  The  monarch  had, 
from  his  earlieft  years,  been  as  averfefrom  limited 
authority,  as  the  people  were  from  defpotifm  and 
abfolute  monarchy,  which  then  prevailed  all  over 
Europe;  and  as  the  new  king  was  equal  to  other 
fovereigns,  it  was  natural  that  he  Ihould  be  am- 
bitious of  the  fame  power.  His  predeceflbrs  had 
enjoyed  it,  even  in  England,  for  a century  paft. 

But  he  was  not  aware  that  they  owed  it  to  their 
own  political  abilities,  or  to  favourable  circum- 
ftances.  This  religious  prince,  who  believed  he 
held  all  from  God  and  nothing  from  men,  fancied 
that  (length  of  reafon,  wifdom,  and  council,  was 
centered  in  himfelf,  and  feemed  to  arrogate  to 
himfelf  that  infallibility  of  which  the  pope  had 
been  deprived  by  the  reformation,  the  tenets  of 
which  he  adopted,  though  he  difliked  them. 

Thefe  falfe  principles,  which  tended  to  change 
government  into  a myftery  of  religion,  the  more 
odious,  as  it  equally  influences  the  opinions, 
wills,  and  actions  of  men,  were  fo  rooted  in  his 
mind,  together  with  all  the  other  prejudices  of  a 
bad  education,  that  he  did  not  even  think  of 
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fiipporting  them  with  any  of  the  human  aids  of 
prudence  or  force. 

Nothing  could  be  more  repugnant  to  the  ge- 
neral difpofition  of  the  people  than  this  fyftem. 
All  was  in  commotion  both  at  home  and  abroad. 
The  difcovery  of  America  had  haftened  the  ad- 
vancement of  Europe.  Navigation  extended 
round  the  whole  globe.  The  mutual  intercourfe 
of  nations  would  foon  have  removed  prejudices, 
and  opened  the  door  to  induftry  and  knowlege. 
The  mechanical  and  liberal  arts  were  extended, 
and  were  advancing  to  perfeftion  by  the  luxury^ 
that  prevailed.  Literature  acquired;  the  orna- 
ments of  taftej  and  the  fciences  gained  that  de- 
gree of  folidity  which  fprings  from  a fpirit  of 
calculation  and  commerce.  The  circle  of  politics 
was  extended.  This  univerfal  ferment  exalted 
the  ideas  of  men.  The  feveral  bodies  which 
compofed  the  monftrous  colofTus  of  gothic  go- 
vernment, rouzed  from  that  lethargic  date  of 
ignorance  in  which  they  had  been  funk  for  many 
ages,  foon  began  to  exert  themfelves  on  all  fides, 
and  to  form  enterprizes.  On  the  Continent, 
where  mercenary  troops  had  been  adopted,  under 
pretence  of  maintaining  difcipline,  mod:  princes 
acquired  an  unlimited  authority,  oppreffing  their 
fubjefts  either  by  force  or  intrigue.  In  England, 
the  love  of  liberty,  fo  natural  to  every  feeling, 
or  thinking  man,  excited  in  the  people  by  the 
authors  of  religious  innovations,  and  awakened  in 
the  minds  of  men,  enlightened  by  becoming  con- 
verfant  with  the  great  writers  of  antiquity,  who 
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derived  from  their  democratic  government  that 
fublimity  of  reafon  and  fentiment  by  which  they 
are  didinguifhed  i this  love  of  liberty  kindled  in 
every  generous  breail  the  utmoft  abhorrence  for 
unlimited  authority.  The  afcendant  which  Eliza- 
beth found  means  to  acquire  and  to  preferve,  by 
an  uninterrupted  profperity  of  forty  years,  with- 
held this  impatience,  or  turned  it  to  enterprizes 
that  were  beneficial  to  the  ftate.  But  no  fooner 
did  another  branch  afcend  the  throne,  and  the 
fcepter  devolved  to  a monarch,  who,  by  the  very 
violence  of  his  pretenfions,  was  not  much  to  be 
dreaded,  than  the  nation  aflerted  it’s  rights,  and 
entertained  the  ambitious  thoughts  of  governing 
itfelf. 

It  was  at  this  period  that  warm  difputes  arofe 
between  the  court  and  the  parliament.  Both 
powers  feemed  to  be  making  trial  of  their  flrcngth 
by  continual  oppofition.  The  prince  pretended, 
that  an  entire  paffive  obedience  was  due  to  him; 
and  that  national  aflemblies  were  only  the  orna- 
ments, not  the  bafis  of  the  conftitution.  The 
citizens  loudly  exclaimed  againft  thefe  principles, 
always  weak  when  they  come  to  be  difcuffed  ; 
and  maintained,  that  the  people  were  an  cfTential 
part  of  government,  as  well  as  the  monarch,  and, 
perhaps,  in  a higher  degree.  The  one  is  the  mat- 
ter, the  other  the  form.  Now  the  form  may, 
and  muft  change,  for  the  prefervation  of  the 
matter.  The  fupreme  law  is  the  welfare  of  the 
people,  not  that  of  the  prince;  the  king  may 
die,  the  monarchy  may  be  at  an  end  ; and  fo- 
ciety  fubfift  without  either  monarch  or  throne, 
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^ In  this  manner  the  Englifh  reafoned  at  the  dawnt 
mi  of  liberty.  They  quarrelled,  they  oppofeci,  and 
threatened  each  other.  James  died  in  the  midfl: 
of  thefe  debates,  leaving  his  fon  to  difcufs  his 
rights,  with  the  fefolution  of  extending  them. 

The  experience  of  all  ages  has  (hew’n,  that  the 
Hate  of  tranquillity  which  follov/s  the  ellablifli- 
fnent  of  abfolute  power,  occafions  a coolnefs  in 
the  rhmds  of  the  people,  damps  their  courage, 
cramps  th'eir  genius,  ând  throws  a whole  nation 
into  an  univerfal  lethargy.  But  let  us  explain 
the  fuccefllve  progreffion  of  this  mifery  -,  and  let 
the  people  be  acquainted  with  the  profound  Hate 
of  annihilation  into  which  they  are  funk,  or  with 
which  they  are  menaced. 

As  foon  as  the  great  objecft,  which  men  only 
view  with  fear  and  trembling,  hath  been  raifed 
up  in  the  midfl  of  the  nation,  the  fubjefts  are 
divided  into  two  clalTes,  One  of  them  keeps  at 
a diftance,  from  fear;  the  other  approaches  this 
objefl  from  ambition  j and  the  latter  flatters  it- 
felf  with  fecurity  from  the  confcioufnefs  of  it’s 
meannefs.  It  forms,  between  the  defpot  and  the 
reft  of  the  nation,  an  order  of  fubaltern  tyrants, 
not  lefs  fufpicious,  and  more  cruel,  than  their 
mafter.  One  hears  nothing  from  them  but  thefe 
words  : The  king  hath  faid  it  ; it  is  the  king’s 
pleafure ; I have  feen  the  king;  I have  fupped 
with  the  king;  it  is  the  king’s  intention.  Thefe 
words  are  always  liftened  to  with  aftonifhment  ; 
and  they  are  foon  confidered  as  the  orders  of  the 
fovereign.  Should  there  be  any  energy  remain- 
ing, it  is  among  the  military,  whofe  fenfe  of  their 
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own  importance  only  ferves  to  make  them  more 
inlblent.  What  part  doth  the  priefl;  aft  in  this 
conjuncture  ? If  he  be  in  favour,  he  completes 
the  flavifhnefs  and  degeneracy  of  the  people  by 
his  example  and  by  his  difcourfes  ; if  he  be 
negledted,  he  grows  out  of  humour,  becomes 
faflious,  and  fceks  out  fome  fanatic,  who  will 
facrifice  himfelf  to  his  viev^s.  In  all  parts  where 
there  are  no  fixt  laws,  no  juftice,  no  unalterable 
'forms,  no  real  property,  the  influence  of  the  ma- 
giftrate  is  little  or  nothing;  he  waits  only  for  a 
fignal,  to  become  whatever  one  may  chufe.  Tlie 
great  nobleman  cringes  before  the  prince,  and 
the  people  cringe  before  the  great  nobleman. 
The  natural  dignity  of  man  is  eclipfed  ; and  he 
hath  not  thé  leafl:  idea  of  his  rights.  Around  the 
defpot,  his  agents  and  his  favourites,  the  fubjecfls 
are  cruflied  under  foot,  with  the  fame  inadvert- 
ence that  we  crufli  the  infedls  which  fwarm 
among  the  dull  of  our  fields.  The  morals  are 
become  corrupt.  There  comes  a time  when  the 
mofl:  inordinate  vexations,  and  the  mofl  unheard- 
of  outrages  lofe  their  atrocious  charafter,  and 
no  longer  excite  horror.  Any  one  who  Ihould 
pronounce  the  names  of  virtue,  of  patriotifm,  and 
of  equity,  would  only  be  confidcred  as  a man  of 
too  much  warmth  ; an  exprefTiun  which  always 
implies,  an  abjecft  indulgence  of  crimes  by  which 
we  profit.  The  body  of  the  nation  becomes  dif- 
folute  and  fuperftitious  ; for  defpotiim  cannot  be 
eftablifhed  without  the  interference  of  fuperfticion, 
nor  be  maintained  without  it’s  fupport;  and  fer- 
vitude  leads  on  to  debauchery,  which  affords 
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fome  relief  to  the  mind,  and  is  never  fuppreffed. 
Men  of  information,  if  there  be  any  of  them  re- 
maining, have  their  views  5 they  pay  their  court 
to  the  great,  and  profefs  the  religion  of  policy. 
Tyranny,  leading  on  in  it’s  train  a number  of 
fpies  and  informers,  thefe  are  confequently  to  be 
found  in  all  fiâtes,  not  excepting  the  mod  diftin- 
guifhed  of  them.  The  lead  indifcretion,  afluming 
the  hue  of  high-treafon,  enemies  are  very  dan- 
gerous, and  friends  become  fufpicious.  Men 
think  little,  fay  nothing,  and  are  afraid  of  rea- 
foning:  they  are  even  alarmed  at  their  own  ideas. 
The  philofopher  keeps  his  thoughts  to  himfelf, 
as  the  rich  man  conceals  his  treafure.  The  man 
who  leads  the  bed  life,  is  the  mod  unknow’n. 
Midrud  and  terror  form  the  bafis  of  the  general 
manners.  The  citizens  live  feparate  from  each 
other;  and  the  whole  nation  becomes  melan- 
choly, pufillanimous,  dupid,  and  filent.  Such  is 
the  feries,  fuch,  the  fatal  fymptoms,  or  the  fcale 
of  mifery,  by  which  every  nation  may  learn  the 
degree  of  it’s  own  wretchednefs. 

If,  in  lieu  of  the  preceding  phoenomena,  we 
imagine  others  that  are  direftly  contrary,  they 
will  indicate  that  motion  of  legiflative  bodies 
which  tends  to  liberty.  It  is  diforderly,  it 
is  rapid,  it  is  violent.  It  is  a fever,  more  or 
lefs  ardent,  but  always  attended  with  convulfions. 
Every  thing  announces  fedition  and  murders. 
Every  thing  makes  the  people  tremble,  led  a 
general  diffblution  fhould  take  place  ; and 
if  they  be  not  dedined  to  experience  this  lad 
evil,  it  is  in  blood  that  their  felicity  muff  re- 
vive. 
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England  experienced  this  in  the  beginning  ïî 
of  the  reign  of  Charles  I. i who,  though  not  fo 
great  a pedant  as  his  father,  was  equally  fond  of 
authority.  The  divifion  which  had  begun  be- 
tween the  king  and  the  parliament,  fpread  it- 
felf  throughout  the  nation.  The  higheft  clafs 
of  the  nobility,  and  the  fécond,  which  was  the 
richeft,  afraid  of  being  confounded  with  the  vul- 
gar, engaged  on  the  fide  of  the  king,  from  whom 
they  derived  that  borrowed  luflre,  which  they 
returned  him  by  a voluntary  and  venal  bondage. 
As  they  ftill  poflefled  moft  of  the  confiderable 
land-eftates,  they  engaged  almofl  all  the  country 
people  in  their  party;  who  naturally  love  the 
king,  becaufe  they  think  he  muft  love  them. 
London,  and  all  the  great  towns,  infpired  by 
municipal  government  with  the  republican  fpirit, 
declared  for  the  parliament,  and  drew  along  with 
them  the  trading  part  of  the  nation,  who,  valu- 
ing themfelves  as  much  as  the  merchants  in 
Holland,  afpired  to  the  fame  freedom  as  that  de- 
mocracy. 

These  divifions  brought  on  the  Iharpeft,  the 
mod  bloody,  and  the  mofl;  obftinate  civil  war 
ever  recorded  in  hiftory.  Never  did  the  Englifli 
fpirit  (hew  itfelf  in  fo  dreadful  a manner.  Every 
day  exhibited  frefh  fcenes  of  violence,  which 
feemed  to  have  been  already  carried  to  the  highed 
excefs  ; and  thefe  again  were  outdone  by  others, 
dill  more  atrocious.  It  feemed  as  if  the  nation 
was  jud  upon  the  brink  of  dedruftion,  and  that 
every  Briton  had  fwor’n  to  bury  himfelf  under 
the  ruins  of  his  country. 
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In  this  general  tumult,  the  mod  moderate 
fought  for  a peaceable  retreat  in  the  American 
iflands,  which  the  Englifli  had  lately  feized  upon. 
The  tranquillity  they  found  there,  induced  others 
to  follow  them.  While  the  fedition  was  fpread»- 
ing  in  the  mother-country,  the  colonies  grew  up 
and  were  peopled.  The  patriots  who  had  fled 
from  fadtion  were  foon  after  joined  by  the 
royalifts,  who  were  oppreffed  by  the  republican 
party,  which  had  at  lafl;  prevailed. 


Both  thefe  vyere  followed  by  thofe  refllefs  and 
fpirited  men,  whofe  ftrong  paflions  infpire  them 
with  geat  defires  and  vail  projeds  ; who  defpife 
dangers,  hazards,  and  fatigues,  and  wifh  to  fee  no 
other  end  to  them  but  death  or  fortune;  who 
know  of  no  medium  between  affluence  and  want; 
equally  calculated  to  overturn  or  to  ferve  their 
country,  to  lay  it  wafle  or  to  enrich  it. 

The  iflands  were  alfo  the  refuge  of  merchants 
who  had  been  unfortunate  in  trade,  or  were  re- 
duced by  their  creditors  to  a ftate  of  indigence 
and  idlenefs.  Unable  as  they  were  to  fulfil  their 
engagements,  this  very  misfortune  paved  the  way 
to  their  profperity.  'After  a few  years  they  re- 
turned with  affluence  into  their  own  country,  and 
met  with  the  higheft  refped  in  thofe  very  places 
from  whence  they  had  been  banifhed  with  igno- 
miny and  contempt. 

Th  IS  refource  was  ftill  more  neceffary  for  young 
people,  who  in  the  firft  tranfports  of  youth  had 
been  draw'n  into  exceffes  of  debauchery  and  licen- 
tioufnefs.  If  they  had  not  quitted  their  country, 
fliame  and  difgrace,  which  never  fail  to  deprefs 
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the  mind,  would  have  prevented  them  frorA 
recovering  either  regularity  of  manners  or  public 
eiteem.  Butin  another  country,  where  the  ex- 
perience they  had  of  vice  might  prove  a lefTon  of 
wifdom,  and  where  they  had  no  occafion  to  at- 
tempt to  remove  any  unfavourable  impreffions, 
they  found,  after  their  misfortunes,  a harbour 
in  which  they  refted  with  fafety.  Their  induflry 
made  amends  for  their  paft  follies;  and  men  who 
had  left  Europe  like  vagabonds,  and  who  had 
difgraced  it,  returned  honeft  men,  and  ufeful 
members  of  fociety. 

All  thefe  feveral  colonifts  had  at  their  difpofal, 
for  the  clearing  and  tilling  of  their  lands,  the 
moft  profligate  fet  of  men  of  the  three  kingdoms, 
who  had  deferved  death  for  capital  crimes;  but 
who,  from  motives  of  humanity  and  good  policy, 
were  fuffered  to  live  and  to  work  for  the  benefit 
of  the  date.  Thefe  malefadlors,  who  were 
tranfported  for  a term  of  years,  which  they  were 
to  fpend  in  flavery,  became  induflrious,  and  ac- 
quired manners,  which  placed  them  once  more  in 
the  way  of  fortune.  There  were  Ibme  of  thofe, 
who,  when  reftored  to  fociety  by  the  freedom 
they  had  gained,  became  planters,  heads  of  fami- 
lies, and  the  owners  of  the  beft  plantations;  a 
proof  how  much  it  is  for  the  interefl  of  a civilized 
fociety  to  admit  this  lenity  in  the  penal  laws,  fo 
conformable  to  human  nature,  which  is  frail,  but 
capable  of  fenfibility,  and  of  turning  from  evil  to 
good. 

The  mother-country,  however,  was  too  much 

taken  up  with  it’s  own  domeftic  diffenfians,  to 
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V— minion  ; and  the  colonifts  were  not  fufficiently 
enlightened  to  draw  up  fuch  a fyftem  of  legilla- 
tion  as  was  fit  for  an  infant  fociety.  While  the 
civil  war  was  reftifying  the  government  in  Eng- 
land, the  colonies,  juft  emerging  from  a (late  of 
infancy,  formed  their  own  conftitution  upon  the 
model  of  the  mother-country.  In  each  of  thefe 
feparace  fettlements,  a chief  reprefents  the  kingj 
a council  the  peers;  and  the  deputies  of  the 
lèverai  diftrifls,  the  commons.  The  general 
alTembly  enafls  laws,  regulates  taxes,  and  judges 
of  the  adminiftration.  The  executive- part  be- 
longs to  the  governor;  who  alfo  occafionally  de- 
termines upon  caufes  which  have  not  been  tried 
before,  but  in  conjunction  with  the  council,  and 
by  the  majority  of  votes.  But  as  the  members 
of  this  body  derive  their  rank  from  him,  it  is  fel- 
dom  that  they  thwart  his  defigns. 

Great  Britain,  to  reconcile  her  own  interefts 
■with  the  freedom  of  her  colonies,  took  care  that 
no  laws  fhould  be  enadted  there  which  were  in- 
confiftent  with  their  own.  She  hath  required 
that  her  delegates  fliould  take  an  oath  that,  in 
the  places  fubjedl  to  their  authority,  they  would 
never  allow,  upon  any  pretence  whatever,  any 
deviation  from  the  regulations  eftablifhed  for  the 
profperity  of  her  trade.  This  tie  of  an  oath 
hath  been  contrived,  becaufe,  as  the  iflands  them- 
felves  regulate  and  pay  the  greater  part  of  the 
falaries  of  their  chiefs,  it  was  to  be  apprehended 
that  fome  of  thefe  commanders  might  endeavour 
to  excite  liberality  by  their  indulgence.  Ano- 
ther 
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fher  check  hath  been  put  to  corruption.  It  is 
necefiary  that  the  ftipend  granted  to  the  gover- 
nor, fhould  extend  to  the  whole  duration  of  his 
adminiftration  j and  that  it  fhould  be  the  objeft 
of  the  firft  bill  palTed  on  his  arrival.  Thefe  pre- 
cautions have  however  appeared  infufficient  to 
fome  perfons  of  a defpotic  turn  of  mind.  Ac- 
cordingly, it  hath  been  their  opinion,  to  profcribe 
a cuftom,  which  in  fome  meafure  made  thofe 
who  ifTue  orders  dependent  upon  men  who  were 
fubordinate  to  them  j but  the  parliament  have 
always  refufed  to  make  this  alteration.  Jultly 
dreading  that  fpirit  of  rapacioufnefs  which  in- 
duces men  to  crofs  the  feas,  they  have  always 
kept  up  a cuftom  which  they  think  proper  to 
check  the  fpirit  of  cupidity  and  tyranny.  It  is 
with  the  fame  view,  that  they  have  decreed 
againft  thofe  governors  who  fhould  violate  the 
laws  of  the  colonies,  the  fame  penalties  as  are 
infli<ft;ed  in  England  on  thofe  who  trefpafs  upon 
the  national  conftitution. 

The  parliament  have  likewife  impowered  the 
iflands,  to  have  in  the  mother-country  deputies 
appointed  to  take  care  of  their  interefts.  Their 
principal  duty  is  to  obtain  the  confirmation  of 
the  ftatutes  pafTed  in  the  colonies.  Thefe  ads 
are  executed  provifionally  : but  they  do  not  pafs 
into  a law,  till  they  have  been  approved  of  by 
the  fovereign.  This  fandion  once  obtained, 
they  can  only  be  revoked 'by  an  aftembly  of  the 
colony  itfelf,  or  by  the  parliament  j which  exer- 
cifes  fupreme  authority  over  the  whole  empire. 
The  bufmefs  of  the  agents  of  the  iflands  at  Lon- 
don, 
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the  people  in  the  Britifh  fenate.  Unhappy  will 
it  be  for  the  ftate,  if  ever  it  fhoiild  difregard  the 
clamours  of  the  reprefentatives,  whoever  they 
may  be.  The  counties  in  England  would  rife; 
the  colonies  would  fhake  off  their  allegiance  in 
America;  the  treafures  of  both  worlds  would  be 
loft  to  the  mother-country,  and  the  whole  empire 
would  fall  into  confufion. 

The  fources  of  public  felicity  have  not  yet 
been  corrupted  by  this  improper  fpirit.  The 
fettlements  formed  in  the  Weft  Indies  have  been 
always  attached  to  their  own  country  by  the  ties 
of  blood,  and  by  thofe  of  necelfity.  Their 
planters  have  been  conftantly  looking  up  to  their 
mother-country,  who  is  ever  attentive  to  their 
prefervation  and  their  improvement.  One  might 
fay,  that  as  the  eagle,  who  never  lofes  fight  of 
the  neft  where  (he  fofters  her  young,  London 
feems  to  look  down  upon  her  colonies,  and  to  fee 
them  grow  up  and  profper  under  her  tender  care. 
Her  numberlefs  veffels,  covering  an  extent  of 
two  thoufand  leagues  with  their  proud  fails,  form, 
as  it  were,  a bridge  over  the  ocean  ; by  which 
they  keep  up  an  uninterrupted  communication 
between  both  worlds.  With  good  laws,  which 
maintain  what  ftie  has  once  eftablifhed,  fhe  pre- 
ferves  her  polTeffions  abroad  without  a ftanding 
army,  which  is  always  an  oppreffive  and  ruinous 
burden.  Two  very  fmall  corps,  fixed  at  An- 
tigua and  Jamiaca,  are  fufficient  for  a nation 
which  thinks,  with  reafon,  that  maritime  forces, 
well  maintained,  kept  in  continual  employment. 
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and  always  direi5led  towards  the  public  good,  are  ^ o ^ K- 
the  true  fortifications  of  thefe  ufeful  fettlements.  v - ^ * -» 

By  thefe  beneficent  regulations,  diftated  by  hu- 
manity and  found  policy,  the  Englifh  iflands  foon 
grew  happy,  though  not  rich.  Their  culture  was 
confined  to  tobacco,  cotton,  ginger,  and  indigo. 

Some  of  the  enterprifing  colonifts  imported  fu- 
gar  canes  from  Brazil,  and  they  multiplied  pro-  ‘ 

digioufly,  but  to  no  great  purpofe.  They  were 
ignorant  of  the  art  of  managing  this  valuable 
plant,  and  drew  from  it  fuch  indifferent  fugar, 
that  it  was  either  reje6led  in  Europe,  or  fold  at 
the  lowefh  price.  A feries  of  voyages  to  Fernam- 
bucca  taught  them  how  to  make  ufe  of  the  trea- 
fure  they  had  carried  off  j and  the  Portuguefe, 
who  till  then  had  engroffed  all  the  fugar  trade, 
found,  in  1650,  in  an  ally,  whofe  induftry  they 
thought  precarious,  a rival  who  was  one  day  to 
fupplant  them. 

The  mother-country,  however,  had  but  a very  Means  em- 
fmall  fhare  in  the  profperity  of  her  colonies.  fhemttŸer. 
They  themfelves  fent  their  own  commodities  di- 
reflly  to  all  parts  of  the  world,  where  they  thought 
they  would  be  difpofed  of  to  moft  advantage j of  the 
and  indifcriminately  admitted  ihiips  of  all  nations 
into  their  ports.  Xhis  unlimited  freedom  muff 
ot  courfe  throw  almoftall  their  trade  into  the  hands 
of  that  nation  which,  in  confequence  of  the  low 
intereft  their  money  bears,  the  largenefs  of  their 
ffock,  the  number  of  their  fhips,  and  the  reafon- 
ablenefs  of  their  duties  of  import  and  export, 
could  afford  to  make  the  beft  terms,  to  buy  at 
the  deareft,  and  fell  at  the  cheapeft  rate.  Thefe 

people 
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people  were  the  Dutch.  They  united  all  the  ad*» 
vantages  of  a fuperior  army;  which,  being  ever 
mafter  of  the  field,  is  free  in  all  it’s  operations. 
They  foon  feized  upon  the  profits  of  fo  many  pro- 
duftions,  which  they  had  neither  planted  nor 
gathered.  Ten  of  their  fhips  were  feen  in  the 
Britifii  iflands  to  one  Ènglifh  vefTel. 

The  nation  had  paid  little  attention  to  this  evil 
during  the  difturbances  of  the  civil  wars;  butas 
loon  as  thefe  troubles  were  compofed,  and  the 
Hate  reftored  to  tranquillity  by  the  very  violence 
of  it’s  commotions,  it  began  to  turn  it’s  views  to- 
wards it’s  foreign  pofTefllons.  It  perceived  that 
thofe  fubjefis,  who  had  as  it  were  taken  refuge  in 
America,  would  be  loft  to  the  ftate,  if  foreign 
powers,  which  confumed  the  fruits  of  the  in- 
duftry  of  the  colonies,  were  not  excluded.  The 
deliberate  and  weighty  difeuffion  of  this  point 
brought  on  the  famous  navigation  ad  in  1651, 
which  excluded  all  foreign  fiiips  from  entering 
the  harbours  of  the  Englifii  iflands,  and  confe- 
quendy  obliged  their  produce  to  be  exported  di^ 
redly  to  the  countries  under  the  dominion  of 
England.  The  government,  though  aware  of 
the  inconveniencies  of  fuch  an  exclufion,  was  not 
alarmed  at  it,  but  confidered  the  empire  only  as 
a tree,  the  fap  of  which  muÆ  be  turned  back  to 
the  trunk,  when  it  flows  too  freely  to  fome  of  the 
branches. 

However,  this  reftraining  law  was  not  then 
enforced  in  it’s  utmoft  rigour.  Perhaps  the  fhips 
belonging  to  the  mother-country  were  not  fuffi- 
ciently  numerous  to  carry  off  all  the  produdions 
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of  theiflandsj  perhaps,  apprehenfions  might  pre-  book. 
vail,  that  the  colonifts  might  be  exafperated  by 
fuddenly  depriving  their  coafts  of  a competition 
which  increafed  the  price  of  their  commodities. 

Perhaps,  the  plantations  ftill  required  fome  fup- 
port,  in  order  to  bring  their  cultures  to  that  de- 
gree of  perfedlion  that  was  expefted.  Howevet 
this  may  be,  it  is  certain,  that  the  aft  of  naviga- 
tion was  not  rigoroufly  put  in  execution  till  1660» 

At  this  period,  the  Englifh  fugars  had  been  fub- 
ftituted  to  thole  of  Portugal,  in  all  the  northern 
parts  of  Europe.  It  is  to  be  fuppofed,  that  they 
would  equally  have  fupplanted  them  to  the  fouth, 
had  not  the  obligation  impofed  upon  all  the  na- 
vigators to  flop  at  the  Britifh  ports  before  they 
paired  the  Streights  of  Gibraltar,  put  an  infur- 
mountable  obftacle  to  this  trade.  It  is  true,  that  > 

in  order  to  attain  this  fuperiority  over  the  only  na- 
tion that  was  in  poffelTion  of  this  commodity,  the 
Englifh  had  been  obliged  greatly  to  lower  the 
price  of  it;  but  their  plentiful  crops  rnade  them 
ample  amends  for  this  neceflary  facrifice.  If  other 
nations  were  encouraged  by  their  fuccefs  to  raife 
plantations,  at  leaft  for  their  own  confurnption, 
the  Englifli  opened  other  markets,  which  fuppli- 
ed  the  place  of  the  former.  The  only  misfortune 
they  experienced  in  a long  feries  of  years,  was, 
the  feeing  many  of  their  cargoes  taken  by  French 
privateers,  and  fold  at  a low  price.  The  planter 
fuftained  by  this  a double  inconvenience,  that  of 
lofing  part  of  his  fugars,  and  being  obliged  to  fell 
the  remainder  below  their  value. 
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Notwithstanding  thefe  tranfient  piracies, 
which  always  cealed  in  time  of  peace,  the  plant- 
ations flill  continued  to  increafe  in  the  Englifti 
iflands.  All  the  produ6lions  peculiar  to  America 
were  more  carefully  attended  to  ; but  the  wealthy 
proprietors  attached  themfelves  more  particularly 
to  the  culture  of  fugar,  the  fale  of  which  was  con- 
ftantly  increafing  throughout  all  Europe.  This 
profperky  exifted  for  the  fpace  of  half  a c.entury, 
when  attentive  men  perceived  that  the  exporta- 
tions decreafed.  It  was  then  almoft  generally 
believed  that  the  colonies  were  exhauftedj  even 
the  national  fenate  adopted  this  idea,  not  confider- 
ing  that  if  the  foil  no  longer  had  that  degree  of 
fertility  peculiar  to  lands  newly  cleared,  it  ftill 
retained  that  fliare  of  fruitfulnefs  which  the  earth 
feldom  lofes,  unlefs  it’s  fubftance  be  altered  by 
the  calamities  or  by  the  irregularities  of  nature. 
The  truth  was  foon  afcertained,  and  the  Englifli 
were  obliged  to  acknowlege,  that  the  foreign 
marts  were  infenfibly  Ihut  againft  Great  Britain, 
and  would  foon  be  opened  only  to  France,  This 
kingdom,  which,  from  it’s  natural  advantages, 
and  from  the  aflive  genius  of  it’s  inhabitants, 
fhould  be  foremoft  in  every  undertaking,  is  fo 
reftrained  by  the  nature  of  it’s  government,  that  > 
k is  the  laft  in  becoming  acquainted  with  it’s 
own  interefts.  The  French  firk  procured  their 
fugars  from  the  Englifli.  They  afterwards  made 
fome  for  their  own  confumption,  then  for  fale, 
till  reftraints  of  every  kind  obliged  them  to  con- 
fine themfelves  merely  to  what  they  wanted.  It 
was  not  ’till  1716,  that  their  iflands  began  again 
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to  fupply  other  nations.  The  fuperiority  of  their 
foil,  the  advantage  of  frelh  lands,  the  frugality 
of  their  planters,  who  were  yet  poor,  all  con- 
fpired  to  enable  them  to  fell  the  production  at  a 
lower  price  than  their  competitors.  It  was  more- 
over of  a better  quality  ; accordingly,  asitincreaf- 
ed,  that  which  was  formerly  in  fo  great  rcqueff, 
was  rcjeded  in  all  the  markets.  Towards  the 
year  1740,  the  fugar  of  the  French  plantations 
became  fufRcient  for  general  confumptionj  and 
at  this  period  the  Englifli  were  reduced  to  cul- 
tivate no  more  than  what  they  wanted  for  their 
own  ufe.  The  quantity  they  made  was  Hill  very 
trifling  at  the  beginning  of  the  century,  but  the 
ufe  of  tea,  and  the  habit  of  other  indulgences, 
foon  increafed  prodigioufly  the  confumption  of 
this  article-. 

Barbadoes  was  one  of  the  Britifh  pofTelTions 
which  furnifhed  mofl;  of  this  commoditv.  This 
ifland,  which  is  fituated  to  windward  of  all  the 
reft,  appeared  to  have  never  been  inhabited  even  proipemy of 

^ ^ ...  thisilUnd. 

by  favages,  when,  in  1627,  fome  Englilh  families 
went  to  fettle  there,  but  without  any  interference 
of  government.  It  was  not  till  two  years  after, 
that  a regular  colony  was  eftabliflTed  there,  at  the 
expence  and  by  the  care  of  the  Earl  of  Carlifle, 
who,  on  the  tragical  death  of  Charles  I.  was  de- 
prived  of  a property  which  had  been  too  impru-- 
dently  granted  him  by  that  weak  prince.  It  was 
found  covered  with  fuch  large  and  hard  trees, 
that  uncommon  refolution  and  patience  were  re- 
quired to  fell  them  and  root  them  up.  The 
ground  was  foon  cleared  of  this  incumbrance,  or 
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dripped  of  this  ornament:  for  it  is  doubtful  whe- 
ther nature  does  not  decorate  her  own  work  better 
than  man,  who  alters  every  thing  for  himfelf 
alone.  Some  patriots,  tired  of  feeing  the  blood  of 
their  countrymen  fpilt,  went  and  peopled  this 
foreign  land.  While  the  other  colonies  were  ra- 
ther ravaged  than  cultivated  by  thofe  vagabonds 
who  had  been  driven  from  their  native  country 
by  poverty  or  licentioufnefs,  Barbadoes  daily  re- 
ceived new  inhabitants,  who  brought  along  with 
them  not  only  their  dock  of  money,^  but  a turn 
for  labour,  courage,  adlivity,  and  ambition; 
thofe  vices  and  virtues  which  are  the  effect  of 
civil  wars. 

By  thefe  means,  an  ifland,  which  is  no  more 
than  feven  leagues  in  length,  from  two  to  five  in 
breadth,  and  eighteen  in  circumference,  attained, 
in  lefs  than  forty  years,  to  a population  of  more 
than  a hundred  thoufand  fouls  ; and  to  a trade 
that  employed  four  hundred  fhips  of  150  tons 
burthen  each.  Never  had  the  earth  beheld  fuch 
a number  of  planters  colIe6ted  in  fo  fmall  a com- 
pafs,  or  fo  many  rich  produftions  raifed  in  fo 
fhort  a time.  The  labours,  diredled  by  Euro- 
peans, were  performed  by  flaves  purchafed  in 
Africa,  or  even  dolen  in  America.  This  new 
fpecies  of  barbarity  was  but  a ruinous  kind  of  prop 
for  a new  edifice,  and  very  nearly  occafioned  the 
fubverfion  of  it. 

Some  Englifhmen,  who  had  landed  on  the 
coads  of  the  continent  to  get  flaves,  were  difeo- 
vered  by  the  Caribs,  who  were  the  objefts  of  their 
fearch,  Thefe  favages  fell  upon  them,  and  put 
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them  all  to  death  or  to  flight.  A young  man,  ® ^ 

who  had  been  long  purfued,  ran  into  a woodi  -v^— » 

where  an  Indian  woman  meeting  him,  faved  his 
life,  concealed  and  fed  him,  and  fome  time  after 
conduced  him  to  the  fea-fide.  His  companions 
were  lying  at  anchor  there,  waiting  for  the  men 
they  milTed,  and  fent  the  boat  to  fetch  him.  His 
deliverer  infilled  on  following  him  on  board  the 
Hiip.  They  were  no  fooner  landed  at  Barbadoes, 
but  the  monfler  fold  her  who  had  faved  his  life^ 
and  had  bellowed  her  heart  as  well  as  her  perfon 
upon  him.  To  vindicate  the  honour  of  the  Eng- 
lifh  nation,  one  of  their  poets  has  recorded  this 
Ihocking  inllance  of  avarice  and  perfidy,  to  be 
abhorred  by  pollerity:  It  has  been  told  in  feveral 
languages,  and  held  out  to  the  detellation  of  all 
foreign  nations. 

The  Indians,  who  were  not  bold  enough  to  un- 
dertake to  revenge  themfelves,  imparted  their 
refentment  to  the  Negroes,  who  had  ftronger 
motives,  if  polTible,  for  hating  the  Englilh.  The 
(laves  unanimoully  vowed  the  death  of  their  ty- 
rants. This  confpiracy  was  carried  on  with  fuch 
fecrecy,  that,  the  day  before  it  was  to  have  been 
carried  into  execution,  the  colony  had  not  the 
leall  fufpicion  of  it.  But,  as  if  generofity  was 
always'  to  be  the  virtue  of  the  wretched,  one  of 
the  leaders  of  the  plot  informed  his  mailer  of  it. 

Letters  were  immediately  difpatched  to  all  the 
plantations,  and  came  in  time  to  prevent  the  im- 
pending dellru6lion.  The  following  night  the 
(laves  vyere  feized  in  their  huts;  the  pnoft  g'-fdty 
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were  executed  at  break  of  day;  and  this  aft  of  fe-r 
verity  reduced  the  reft  to  obedience. 

They  have  never  revolted  fince,  and  yet  the 
colony  hath  declined  confiderably  from  it’s  former 
profperity.  It  ftill  reckons  ten  thoufand  white 
people,  and  fifty  thoufand  Negroes  ; but  the  crops 
are  not  anfwerable  to  the  population.  In  the 
moft  favourable  feafons,  they  do  not  amount  to 
more  than  twenty  millions  weight  of  fugar,  and 
are  very  often  below  ten  millions;  and  yet 
to  obtain  this  trifling  produce,  expences  are  re- 
quired much  more  confiderable  than  were  necef- 
i'ary  for  double  the  produce  in  the  beginning. 

The  foil  of  the  colony,  which  is  no  more  than  a 
rock  of  calcareous  ftone,  covered  with  very  little 
tarth,  is  entirely  exhaufted.  It  is  neceflary  to 
make  a deep  opening  in  it  every  year,  and  to  fill  - 
up  with  manure  the  holes  which  have  been  made. 
The  moft  ordinary  of  thefe  manures  is  the  Varec, 
a fea-weed  which  is  periodically  throw’n  upon 
the  coaft  by  the  fea-tide.  The  fugar-canes  are 
planted  in  this  fea-weed.  The  natural  foil  is  of 
little  more  ufe  in  the  growth  of  them,  than  the 
chefts  in  which  the  orange  trees  are  put  in  Europe. 

The  fugar  which  is  produced  by  thefe  cultures, 
hath  generally  fo  little  confiftence,  that  it  cannot 
be  exported  in  it’s  raw  ftate,  but  muft  previoufly 
be  earthed  ; a method  which  is  not  followed  in 
the  other  Englifli  fettlements,  although  it  be  not 
prohibited  there,  as  feVeral  writers  have  advanced. 
One  great  proof  of  it^s  bad  quality  is,  that  it 
is  fooner  reduced  to  melafies  than  any  where 
iplfe.  The  droughts,  which  are  fo  frequent  at 
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Barbadoes  fince'the  country  hath  been  entirely  book 
laid  open,  ferve  to  complete'  the  misforttines  of 
the  inhabitants  of  this  ifland,  which  was  formerly 
in  fo  flourifhing  a flate.. 

Accordingly,  though  the  taxés  do  not 
amount  annually  to  more  than  136,291  livres 
paid  by  a trifling  poll-tax  upon  the  Negroes 
and  by  fome  other  imports,  the  colonirts  are  re- 
duced to  a rtate  of  mediocrity  which  approaches 
to  indigence.  This  fituation  prevents  them  from 
leaving  the  care  of  their  plantations  to  agents,  in 
order  to  go  and  inhabit  milder  climates.  It  even 
renders  them  inhuman  towards  their  flaves,  whom 
they  treat  with  a degree  of  cruelty  unknow’n  in 
the  other  colonies. 

Barbadoes  was  very  lately  the  only  trading 
poflefllon  belonging  to  the  Englifh  in  the  Wind- 
ward Klands.  The  rtiips  coming  from  Africa 
ufed  generally  to  put  in  there.  They  delivered 
their  whole  cargo  to  one  Angle  purchafer,  and  at 
a fettled  price,  without  dirtindion  of  either  age 
or  fex  in  the  bargain.  Thefe  Negroes,  thus 
bought  in  the  wholefale  way  by  the  merchants, 
were  fold  in  retail  in  the  ifland  itfelf,  or  in  the 
other  Englifh  fettlements,  and  the  refufe  of  them 
was  either  clandertinely  or  openly  introduced  in 
the  colonies  of  the  other  nations.  This  great 
trade  hath  confiderably  decreafed.  Hence  mort 
of  the  other  Britifh  iflands  have  chofen  to  re- 
ceive their  flaves  diredly  from  Guinea,  and  have 
fubmitted  to  the  eftablifhed  cuftom  of  paying  for 


5,6781.  15  s.  lod. 

U 4 


th^m 


2ç;6 

BOOK 

XIV. 

Vi»-' 


I$Baibadoes 
capable  of 
making  a 
food  de- 

fence  ? 


HISTORY  OF  SETTLEMENTS  AND  TRADE* 

them  with  bills  of  exchange  at  ninety  days  fight. 
This  credit,  which  was  infufficient,  hath  fince 
been  extended  to  a twelvemonth,  and  it  hath 
frequently  been  necelTary  to  prolong  it  even  be- 
yond that  term. 

Before  this  revolution,  a confiderable  quan- 
tity of  fpecie  was  in  circulation  at  Barbadoes. 
The  little  coin  which  is  at  prefent  fiill  found 
there,  is  Spanifl')  ; it  is  confidered  as  merchandize, 
and  is  only  taken  by  weight.  The  navy  which 
is  appropriated  to  this  fettlement  confifts  of  a few 
vefiTels,  which  are  necelTary  for,  it’s  feveral  cor- 
refpondences,  and  of  about  forty  floops,  employ- 
ed in  the  filhery  of  the  flying-fifii.  7 

Barbadoes  is  generally  even,  and  every  where 
fufceptible  of  cultivation,  except  in  a very  fmall 
number  of  hollow  ways.  It  is  only  at  the  center 
that  the  territory  rifes  imperceptibly,  and  forms 
a kind  of  mountain,  covered  up  to  it’s  lummit 
with  plantations  equally  convenient  and  agree- 
able, becaufe  they  were  all  eftablifhed  in  times 
of  great-  opulence.  The  ifland  is  not  watered 
with  rivers,  but  fprings  of  water  fit  for  drinking 
are  rather  common  in  n-,  and  it  is  interfedted 
from  one  end  10  another  by  very  fine  roads. 
Thefe  all  terminate  at  Bridge-town^  a town  badly 
fituated  but  well  built,  where  the  commodities 
deftined  for  exportation  are  embarked,  although 
it  be  only  a road  open  to  feveral  winds. 

The  colony,  divided  into  eleven  parifhes,  doth 
not  afford  one  poll  where  an  enemy  once  landed 
could  be  flopped  i and  thç  landing,  which  is  not 
pofTible  in  feveral  parts  of  the  coafl,  is  very  prac- 
ticable 


IN  THE  EAST  AND  WEST  INDIES. 

ticable  in  others,  notwithftanding  the  redoubts 
and  batteries  planted  to  prevent  it.  Military  men 
think,  that  the  furefl;  way  of  fucceeding  in  an  at- 
tack, would  be  to  make  it  between  the  capital 
and  the  tov/n  of  Hole-town. 

This  enterprize  would  require  more  confider- 
able  forces  than  might,  be  imagined,  confidering 
that  Barbadoes  hath  no.  regular  troops.  It  is 
filled  with  planters  of  fmall  ftature,  brave  and 
adive,  accuftomed  to  military  exercifes,  and 
who  probably  would  make  fcarce  lefs  refiftance 
than  a mercenary  army.  The  armament  deftin- 
ed  for  this  conqueft  fliould  be  difpatched  from 
Europe;  if  it  were  formed  at  Martinico,  or  at 
any  other  fettlement  fituated  to  leeward,  the 
Englifh  fquadrons  which  would  be  in  thofe  lati- 
tudes, might  block  up  the  port  where  the  expe- 
dition was  preparing,  or  might  arrive  at  Barba- 
does time  enough  to  difturb  the  operations  of  the 
befiegers. 

This  ifland  is  to  the  windward  of  all  the  others, 
and  yet  no  great  advantage  can  be  reaped  from  it’s 
pofition,  confidered  in  a military  light.  It  hath 
only  fuch  harbours  as  are  fit  to  receive  veflels 
that  come  to  trade  there  ; and  though  it  be  lefs 
expofed  to  ftorms  and  to  hurricanes  than  the 
neighbouring  latitudes,  it  doth  not  offer  at  any- 
time a fecure  afylum  to  men  of  war,  and  flill  lefs 
during  the  laft  fix  months  of  the  year,  when  the 
fea  is  more  rempeftuous.  The  mother-country 
hath  therefore  formed  no  naval  eftablilhment  upon 
it.  The  national  fquadrons  are  never  flationed 
there;  and  if  any  of  them  fometimes  appear,  it 
is  only  for  a little  while.  Thus  it  was,  that,  in 
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1761  and  in  1762,  during  the  fine  weather,  in 
the  months  of  January  and  February,  the  fleets 
deftined  for  the  conqueft  of  Martinico  and  of  the 
'Havannah  were  afi’embled  there. 

Antigua,  which  hath  a circular  form,  and  is 
about  twenty  miles  long,  was  found  totally  uninha- 
bited by  thofe  few  Frenchmen  who  fled  thither  in 
1 628,  upon  being  driven  from  St.  Chriftopher’s  by 
the  Spaniards.  The  want  of  fprings,  which  doubt- 
lefs  was  the  reafon  why  no  favages  had  fettled 
there,  induced  thefe  fugitives  to  return,  as  foon  as 
they  could  regain  their  former  habitations.  Some 
Englifhmen,  more  enterprifing  than  either  the 
French  or  the  Caribs,  flattered  themfelves  that 
they  fhould  overcome  this  great  obftacle,  by  col- 
leding  the  rain-water  in  cifterns  ; and  they  there- 
fore fettled  there.  The  year  in  which  this  fettle- 
nnent  was  begun  is  not  txadlly  know’n  ; but  it 
appears  that  in  January  1640  there  were  about 
thirty  families  on  the  ifland. 

The  number  was  not  much  increafed,  when 
Lord  Willoughby,  to  whom  King  Charles  II.  had 
grahtéd  the  property  of  Antigua,  fent  over  a con- 
fiderable  number  of  inhabitarits  at  his  own  ex- 
pence  in  1666.  It  is  probable  they  would  never 
have  enriched  themfelves  bv  the  culture  of  to- 
baCco,  indigo,  and  ginger,  the  only  commodi- 
ties they  dealt  in,  had  not  colonel  Codrington 
introduced  into  the  ifland,  which  was  then 
reftored  to  the  dominion  of  the  ftate,  a fource  of 
wealth,  in  the  year  1680,  by  the  culture  of  fugar. 
This  being  at  firfl:  black,  harfli,  and  coarfe,  was 
^ejèfled  in  Ifngland,  and  could  only  be  difpofed 

of 
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pf  in  Holland,  and  in  the  Hans  towns,  where  it 
Ibid  at  a much  lower  price  than  that  of  the  other 
colonies.  By  the  moft  affiduous  labour,  art  got 
the  better  of  nature,  and  brought  this  fpgar  to  ds 
great  a perfe6lion,  and  to  fell  for  as  hi^h  a ^ricè 
as  any  other. 

Every  one  was  then  defirous  of  extehdiri^  this 
culture.  In  1741,  it  employed  three  thùufàrtd 
five  hundred  and  thirty-eight  white  men,  and 
twenty-feven  thoufand  four  hundred  and  eighteen 
Negroes.  Since  that  period,  the  nurhber  of  fneé 
men  hath  been  much  diminifhed,  and  that  of  thè 
flaves  is  confiderably  increafed.  Their  united  lai- 
bours  produce  eighteen  or  twenty  millions  weight 
of  raw  fugar,  and  a proportionate  quantity  of 
rum.  This  income  is  confiderably  lefs  in  thofe 
feafons,  which  occur  too  frequently,  when  the  co- 
lony is  afflicted  with  drought  j and  for  this  reafon 
it  is  very  much  indebted. 

All  the  tribunals  are  eftabliflied  at  St.  John’s, 
fituated  to  the  Weft  of  the  ifland.  The  greateft 
part  of  the  trade  hath  been  likewife  concentrated 
in  that  town.  Unfortunately,  it’s  port  is  clofed 
up  by  a bar,  upon  which  there  is  no  more  than 
twelve  feet  of  water.  If  the  depth  of  water  fhould 
(till  decreafe,  the  navigators  will  take  in  their 
cargoes  to  the  North  of  the  colony,  in  the  road 
of  Parham,  which  is  much  preferable  to  the 
one  they  now  frequent,  but  which  is  infinitely 
lefs  convenient  for  the  colledting  of  the  commo- 
dities. 

Motives  of  great  importance  fhould  excite 
^ingland  to  prev’eht,  by  all  pofTible  means,  the 
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BOOK  decline  of  fo  valuable  a fettlement.  It  is  the 


only  bulwark  of  the  numerous  and  fmall  iflands 
which  that  country  pofiTefTes  in  thefe  latitudes. 
They  all  depend  upon  Antigua,  and  upon  the 
Englilh  Havre,  an  excellent  port,  where  the  na- 
val forces  defigned  for  their  prote6tion,  anchor, 
and  where  the  fquadrons  find  colledled  in  arfe- 
nals,  and  in  well-ftocked  magazines,  the  articles 
neceflary  to  carry  on  their  operations.  The 
maintenance  of  the  fmall  fortifications  which  fur- 
round  the  two  principal  harbours  ; part  of  the  pay 
of  fix  hundred  men,  intrufted  with  their  defence; 
the  cofts  occafioned  by  the  artillery  ; all  thefe 
expences  are  defrayed  by  the  colony,  and  abforb 
two-thirds  of  the  272,582  livres  * which  it  is  ob- 
liged to  require  annually  from  it’s  inhabitants. 

This  is  too  great  a burthen.  In  order  to  dimi- 
nifh  the  weight  of  it,  the  afiembly  of  the  ifland 
thought  of  laying  a tax  upon  thofe  proprietors 
who  Ihould  relide  in  Europe  : but  the  mother- 
country  annulled  a regulation  which  was  evi- 
dently injurious  to  the  liberty  of  individuals. 
The  colony  then  ordered,  that  the  planters 
Ihould  for  the  future  have  only  one  white  man, 
or  two  white  women,  to  every  fet  of  thirty  Ne- 
groes. This  law,  which  was  adopted  by  fcveral 
other  ifiands,  is  not  much  attended  to,  becaufe 
it  is  lefs  expenfive  to  tranfgrefs  it,  than  to  main- 
tain free  men,  whofe  attendance  cannot  be  com- 
pelled. The  penalties,  therefore,  which  are  re- 
gulated for  punifhing  the  tranfgrefiion  of  this 
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law,  are  become  one  of  the  greateft  refources  of 
the  public  treafury  of  that  fettlement. 

It’s  legiflative  body  hath  fometimes  difplayed 
a remarkable  fhare  of  courage.  The  Englifli 
iflands  have  no  coin  which  belongs  properly  to 
themfelves  : that  which  is  circulated  there,  is  all 
foreign.  The  mother-country  thought  it  necef- 
fary  to  fettle  the  value  of  it  in  the  beginning  of 
the  century.  This  arrangement  was  judged  to 
be  contrary  to  the  intereft  of  the  colony,  v/ho 
themfelves  fettled  it  upon  a higher  footing.  It 
was  natural  to  imagine  that  parliament  would  an- 
nul an  act  fo  repugnant  to  their  authority.  The 
lawyers  agreed,  if  that  event  fliould  take  place, 
never  to  lend  their  affiftance  to  any  of  thofe  who 
Ihould  have  refufed  to  accept  the  coin  at  the 
price  fixed  by  the  aflembly. 

Another  occurrence  exhibited  in  a ftill  fironger 
light  the  kind  of  fpirit  which  prevailed  at  An- 
tigua. The  governor,  colonel  Park,  fetting 
equally  at  defiance  the  laws  of  morality  and 
decency,  was  unreftrained  and  intemperate  in 
all  his  proceedings.  The  colony  demanded, 
and  obtained,  his  recal.  As  he  did  not  feem 
difpofed  to  depart,  feveral  of  the  moft  confider- 
able  inhabitants  went  to  expoftulate  with  him,  in 
the  ftrongelt  terms,  upon  this  kind  of  difobe- 
• dience.  They  were  repulled  with  brutality  by 
his  guards.  The  people  took  up  arms,  and  the 
tyrant  was  attacked  in  his  own  houfe^  and  maf- 
facred.  tlis  body  was  then  throw  n naked  into 
the  Itreer,  and  mutilated  by  thofe  whofe  bed  he 
had  difhonoured.  The  mother-country,  more 
£ moved 
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moved  by  the  facred  rights  of  nature  than  jealous 
of  her  own  authority,  overlooked  an  adl  which 
her  vigilance  ought  to  have  prevented,  but  which 
file  was  too  equitable  to  revenge.  It  is  only  the 
part  of  tyranny  to  excite  a rebellion,  and  then  to 
quench  it  in  the  blood  of  the  opprefled.  Machia- 
velifm,  which  teaches  princes  the  art  of  being 
feared  and  detefted,  direds  them  to  ftifle  the  vic- 
tims whofe  cries  grow  importunate.  Humanity 
prefcribes  to  kings,  juftice  in  legiflation,  mild- 
nefs  in  government,  lenity  to  prevent  infurrec- 
tipns,  and  mercy  to  pardon  them.  Religion  en- 
joins obedience  to  the  people  3 but  God,  above 
all  things,  requires  equity  in  princes.  If  they 
violate  it,  innumerable  witnefles  will  rife  up 
againfl  a fingle  man  at  the  final  judgment. 

The  council  of  Antigua  doth  not  extend  it’s 
jurifdidion  over  the  neighbouring  iflands,  which 
have  all  their  particular  afiemblies:  but  the  go- 
vernor of  Antigua  is  alfo  governor  of  the  other 
iflands,  except  Barbadoes,  which,  on  account  of 
it’s  pofition  and  importance,  hath  deferved  parti- 
cular diftindion.  This  governor-general  muft 
pay  an  annual  vifit  to  the  places  under  his  autho- 
rity ; and  he  ufually  begins  his  tour  by  Mont- 
ferrat. 

This  ifland,  difcovered  in  1493  by  Columbus, 
and  occupied  in  1632  by  the  Englilh,  is  only 
eight  or  nine  leagues  in  circumference.  The  fa- 
vages,  who  lived  peaceably  in  it,  were  expelled, 
according  to  cuftom,  by  the  ufurpers.  This  ad 
of  injuftice  was  not  at  firft  followed  with  any  very 
fortunate  circumftances.  The  progrefs  of  the 
5 new 
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new  fettlement  was  for  a long  time  fo  flow,  that 
fix  and  fifty  years  after  it’s  foundation  it  fcarce 
contained  feven  hundred  inhabitants.  It  was  not 
till  towards  the  end  of  the  century,  that  the  po- 
pulation, both  in  white  men  and  Negroes,  be- 
came as  numerous  as  it  could  be  in  fo  confined 
a pofiTeffion.  Sugar  canes  were  then  fubftituted 
to  commodities  of  little  value,  which  had  occa- 
fioned  their  planters  to  languifh  in  a Hate  of  mi- 
fery.  War  and  the  elements  overthrew,  at  fe- 
veral  intervals,  the  beft-founded  expeflations, 
and  obliged  the  colonifts  to  contrat  debts  which 
are  not  yet  paid  off.  At  the  prefent  period,  the 
adlivity  of  a thoufand  free  peifons,  and  the  la- 
bours of  eight  thoufand  flaves,  produce  five  or 
fix  millions  weight  of  raw  fugar,  upon  plains  of 
little  extent,  or  in  vallies  which  are  fertilized  by 
the  waters  falling  from  the  mountains.  One  of 
the  difadvantages  of  this  ifland,  the  public  ex- 
pences  of  which  do  not  exceed  annually  49,887 
livres  *,  is,  that  it  has  not  one  Angle  harbour 
where  the  lading  and  unlading  can  eafily  be  made, 
The  fhips  would  even  be  in  danger  upon  thefe 
coafls,  if  the  maflers  did  not  take  care,  when 
they  fee  a ftorm  approaching,  to  put  out  to  fea, 
or  to  take  flielter  in  fome  neighbouring  harbour. 
Nevis  is  expofed  to  the  fame  inconvenience. 

The  mofl;  generally  received  opinion  is,  that  the 
Englifh  fettled  on  this  ifland  in  1628.  It  is  pro^ 
perly  nothing  more  than  a very  high  mountain, 
of  an  eafy  afcent,  and  crowned  with  tall  trees. 
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The  plantations  lie  all  round  j and,  beginning  at 
the  fea-fide,  are  continued  alinofl;  to  the  top  of 
the  mountain  ; but  the  higher  they  ftand  the  lefs 
fertile  they  are,  becaufe  the  foil  grows  more  ftony. 
This  ifland  is  watered  by  many  Itreams,  which 
would  be  fo  many  fources  of  plenty,  if  they  did 
not  in  ftormy  weather  fwell  into  torrents,  wafli 
away  the  lands,  and  deftroy  the  treafures  they 
have  produced. 

The  colony  of  Nevis  was  a model  of  virtue,  or- 
der, and  piety.  Thefe  exemplary  manners  have 
been  owen  to  the  paternal  care  of  the  firft  gover- 
nor. This  incomparable  man  infpired  all  the  in- 
habitants, by  his  own  example,  with  a love  of 
labour,  a reafonable  œconomy,  and  innocent  re- 
creations. The  perfon  who  commanded,  and 
thofe  who  obeyed,  were  all  a(5luated  by  the  fame 
principle  of  the  ftrideft  equity.  So  rapid  was 
the  progrefs  of  this  fingular  fettlement,  that,  if 
we  may  credit  all  the  accounts  of  thofe  times,  it 
foon  contained  10,000  white  people,  and  20,000 
blacks.  Admitting  even  that  fuch  a population, 
upon  a territory  of  two  leagues  in  length,  and 
one  in  breadth,  Ihould  be  exaggerated,  ftill  it 
will  Ihew  the  amazing  but  infallible  effedl  of  vir- 
tue, in  promoting  the  profperity  of  a well-regu- 
lated fociety. 

. But,  even  virtue  itfelf  will  not  fecure  either 
individuals  or  focieties  from  the  calamities  of  na- 
ture, or  from  the  injuries  of  fortune.  In  1689,  a 
dreadful  mortality  fwept  away  half  this  happy  co- 
lony. It  was  ravaged  in  1706  by  a French  fqua- 
dron,  which  carried  off  three  or  four  thoufand 

flaves. 
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fiavcs.  The  next  year  the  ruin  of  this  ifland  waë 
completed,  by  the  mod  violent  hurricane  ever  re- 
corded. Since  this  feries  of  difafters,  it  has  reco- 
vered a little*  It  contains  fix  hundred  free  men 
and  five  thoufand  flaves,  the  taxes  upon  whom 
do  not  exceed  45,000  livres*,  and  who  fend  to 
England  three  or  four  millions  weight  of  raw  fu* 
gar,  the  whole  of  which  is  (hipped  under  the 
walls  of  the  agreeable  city  called  Charles-town, 
Perhaps  thofe  who  repine  moft  at  the  dcftrudion 
of  the  Americans  and  the  flavery  of  the  Africans, 
would  receive  fome  confolation  if  the  Europeans 
were  every  where  as  humane  as  the  Englilh  have 
been  in  this  ifland  of  Nevis,  and  if  all  the  iflands 
in  America  were  as  well  cultivated  in  proportion  j 
but  nature  and  fociety  afford  few  inftances  of  fuch 
i miraculous  prorperity. 

; Saint  Christopher's  was  the  nurfery  of  all 
I the  Englilh  and  French  colonics  in  America.  Both 
I nations  arrived  there  on  the  fame  day,  in  1625. 

' They  lhared  the  ifland  between  them  i figned  a 
I perpetual  neutrality  j and  entered  into  a mutual 
' engagement  to  aflift  each  other  againft  their  com- 
1 mon  enemy  the  Spaniard,  who  for  a century  paff 
! had  invaded  or  difturbed  the  two  hemifpheres* 
Unfortunately,  by  an  inconflderate  kind  of  con- 
vention, hunting,  fifhing,  the  woods,  the  har* 
! hours,  and  the  falt-pits,  had  all  been  left  in  com- 
[ mon.  This  arrangement  mixed  too  many  per- 
fons  together,  who  could  not  be  agreeable  to  each 
I other,  and  jcaloufy  foon  divided  thofe  whom  a 
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temporary  interèft  had  united.  This  fatal  paffion 
created  daily  quarrels,  fkirmifhes,  and  devafta- 
tionsj  but  thefe  were  only  domeftic  animofities, 
in  which  the  refpedive  governments  took  no 
parti  Concerns  of  greater  importance  having, 
in  1666,  kindled  between  the  two  mother- 
countries  a war,  which  continued  almoft  unin- 
terruptedly during  the  remainder  of  the  cen- 
tury, their  fubjedls  in  St.  Chriftopher’s  fought 
with  a degree  of  obftinacy  that  was  not  to  be 
found  elfewhere.  Sometimes  conquerors,  and 
fometimes  conquered,  they  alternately  drove  each 
other  from  their  plantations.  This  long  conteft, 
in  which  both  parties  alternately  had  the  ad- 
vantage, was  terminated  by  the  total  expulfion 
of  the  French  in  1702  j and  the  peace  of  Utrecht 
cut  off  all  their  hopés  of  ever  returning  thither. 

This  was  no  great  facrifice  for  a people  who 
had  never  ferioufly  attended  to  the  care  of  culti- 
vating productions  upon  their  domain.  Their 
population  amounted  but  to  667  white  people,  of 
all  ages  and  both  fexes  j 29  free  blacks,  and  659 
flavcs.  All  their  herds  confided  only  of  265 
head  of  horned  cattle,  and  157  horfes.  They 
cultivated  nothing  but  a little  cotton  and  indigo, 
and  had  but  one  fingle  fugar  plantation. 

Though  the  Englifli  had  for  a long  time  made 
a greater  advantage  of  this  ifland,  yet  they  did  not 
immediately  reap  all  the  benefit  they  might  have 
done,  from  having  the  foie  poffeffion  of  it.  This 
conqueft  was  for  a long  time  a prey  to  rapa- 
cious governors,  who  fold  the  lands  for  their  own 
profit,  or  gave  them  away  to  their  creatures; 
though  -they  could  only  warrant  the  duration  of 

the 
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the  falcj  or  grant,  during  the  -term  ofthei-r  admi-  book 

niftration.  The  parliament  of  England  at  lengt-h  ^ 

remedied  this  ,,evil,  by  ordering,  that  all  lands 
Ihould  be  put  up  to  auclion,  and  the  purchafe- 
nrioney  paid  into  the  ^publie  coffers.  -After  this 
prudent  regulation,  the  new  plantations  were  as 
well  cultivated  as  the -old  ones. 

The  ifland,  which  is  in  general  narrow,  but 
very  unequally  fo,  itiay  have  an  extent  of  thirty- 
fix  leagues  fquare.  Mountains,  thick  let  and 
barren,  though  covered  with  verdure,  and  which 
occupy  one  third  of  the  territory,  interfed  it'al- 
moft  throughout  it’s  whole  length.  From  the  foot 
of  thefe  mountains  iffue  an  infinite  number  of 
fprings,  which,  unfortunately,  are  for  the  moft 
part  dried  up  in  the  dry  feafons.  Scattered  over 
the  plain  we  meet  with  a number  of  agreeable, 
neat,  and  convenient  habitations,  which  are  or- 
jiamented  with  avenues,  fountains,  and  groves. 

The  tafte  for  rural  life,  which  the  Englifh  have 
retained  more  than  any  other  civilized  nation  in 
Europe,  prevails  .in  the  higheft  degree  at  St. 
Chriftopher’s.  They  never  had  theleaft  occafion 
!to  form  themfelves  into  fmall  focieties,  in  order  to 
pafs  away  the  time  j and  if  -the  French  had  not 
left  there  a fmall  town,  where  their  manners  are 
preferved,  they  would  ftill  be  unacquainted  with 
.that  kind  of  focial  life,  which  is  produdive  of 
more  altercations  than  pleafures  } which  is  kept 
.up  by  gallantry,  and  terminates  in  debaucheryj 
which  begins  with  convivial  joys,  and  ends  in  the 
quarrels  of  gaming.  Inftead  of  this  image  of 
union,  which  is  in  fad  only  a beginning  of  dif- 

X a cord, 


3o8 


HISTORY  OF  SETTLEMENTS  AND  TRADE 


BOOK. 

XIV. 


Wretched 
eaiaftrophes 
diat  have 
happened  at 
St.  Chrifto» 
pher’s, 


cord,  the  reprelentatives  of  the  proprietors,  who 
are  almoft  all  of  them  fettled  in  Europe,  the 
number  of  which  amounts  to  eighteen  hundred, 
live  upon  the  plantations  j from  whence  they 
gather  by  the  labour  of  twenty-four  or  twenty- 
five  thoufand  flaves,  eighteen  millions  weight  of 
raw  fugar,  which  is  the  fineft  in  the  New  World. 
This  produce  enables  the  colony  to  provide  with 
eafe  for  the  public  expences,  which  do  not  an- 
nually exceed  68,145  livres  10  fols*. 

It  was  at  St.  Chriftopher’s,  that  in  1756  was 
exhibited  a fcene  worthy  of  being  recounted. 

A Negroe  had,  from  his  childhood,  partook 
of  the  amufements  of  his  young  mafter.  This  fa- 
miliarity, which  is  commonly  fo  dangerous,  ex- 
tended the  ideas  of  the  flave,  without  altering 
his  character.  Qiiazy  foon  deferved  to  be  chofen 
overfeer  over  the  labours,  and  over  the  planta- 
tions j and  he  difplayed  in  that  important  pofl: 
an  uncommon  (hare  of  underftanding,  and  an  in- 
defatigable zeal.  His  condu(5l  and  his  talents  in- 
creafed  his  favour,  which  appeared  to  be  unalter- 
ably fixed,  when  this  diredtor,  hitherto  fo  much 
beloved  and  fo  much  diftinguifhed,  was  fufpefted 
of  having  infringed  the  eftablifhed  laws  of  the 
police,  and  publicly  threatened  with  an  humi- 
liating punifliment. 


A SLAVE  who  hath  for  a long  time  efcaped 
chaftifement,  infliited  too  readily  and  too  fre- 
quently upon  his  equals,  is  infinitely  jealous  of 
that  diftinclion.  Quazy,  who  dreaded  (hame 
more  than  the  grave,  and  who  did  not  flatter 
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himfelf  with  being  able  to  avert  the  fentence  pro- 
nounced againft  him  by  his  intreaties,  went  out 
in  the  midfl:  of  the  night,  in  order  to  obtain  a 
powerful  mediation.  His  mafter  unfortunately- 
perceived  him,  and  attempted  to  flop  him.  They 
grappled  with  each  other  j and  thefe  two  dex- 
terous and  vigorous  champions  wreflled  for  fomc 
time  with  varied  fuccefs.  At  length  the  flave 
threw  down  his  inflexible  mafter,  and  kept  him 
in  that  difagreeable  fituation  ; when,  putting  a 
dagger  to  his  breaft,  he  addrefled  him  in  the 
following  terms  : 

“ Master,  I have  been  brought  up  with  you, 
''  Your  pleafures  have  been  mine.  My  heart 
“ hath  never  know’n  any  other  interefts  than 
“ vour’s.  I am  innocent  of  the  triflins:  offence 

• O 

‘‘  of  which  I am  accufed  ; but  had  I even  been 

guilty  of  it,  you  ought  to  have  forgiven  me. 

" All  my  lenfes  are  rouzed  with  indignation  at 
“ the  recolleflion  of  the  affront  which  you  are 
“ preparing  for  me  j and  thus  it  is  that  I will 
“ avoid  it.”  On  faying  thefe  words,  he  cut  his 
own  throat,  and  fell  down  dead,  without  curfing 
the  tyrant,  whom  he  covered  with  his  blood. 

In  the  fame  ifland,  love  and  friendfliip  have 
been  fignalized  by  a tragic  event,  which  hath 
never  been  paralleled  either  in  fable  or  in  hiftory. 

Two  Negroes,  both  young,  handfome,  robuft, 
courageous,  and  born  with  a foul  of  an  uncommon 
caft,  had  been  fond  of  each  other  from  thetr  in- 
fancy. Partners  in  the  fame  labours,  they  were 
united  by  their  fufferings  ; which,  in  feeling  minds, 
form  a ftronger  attachment  than  pleafures.  If 
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they  were  not  happy,  they  comforted  each  other 
at  kaft  in  their  mifery.  Love,  which  generally  ob- 
literates the  remembrance  of  all  misfortunes,  ferved 
only  to  make  their’s  complete.  A Negro  girl,  who 
was  likewife  a flave,  and  whofe  eyes  fparkled,  no 
doubt,  with  greater  vivacity  and  fire  from  the 
eontraft  of  her  dark  complexion,  excited  an  equal 
flame  in  the  hearts  of  chefe  two  friends.  The  girl, 
who  was  more  capable  of  infpiring  than  of  feeling 
a ftrong  paffion,  would  readily  have  accepted  ei- 
ther; but  neither  of  them  would  deprive  his 
friend  of  her,  or  yield  her  up  to  him.  Time 
ferved  only  to  increafe  the  torments  they  fuffered, 
without  affecting  their  friendfliip  or  their  love. 
Oftentimes  did  tears  of  anguilh  ftream  from  their 
eyes,  in  the  midft  of  the  demonftrations  of  friend- 
fhip  they  gave  each  other,  at  the  fight  of  the  too 
beloved  objeft  that  threw  them  into  defpair. 
They  fometimes  fwore  that  they  would  love  her 
no  more,  and  that  they  would  rather  part  with 
life  than  forfeit  their  friendfhip.  The  whole 
plantation  was  moved  at  the  fight  of  thefe  con- 
flits. The  love  of  the  two  friends  for  the  beau- 
tiful Negro  girl  was  the  topic  of  every  con- 
verfation. 

One  day  they  followed  her  into  a wood;  there, 
each  embraced  her,  clafped  her  a thoufand  times 
to  his  heart,  fwore  all  the  oaths  of  attachment,  and 
called  her  every  tender  name  that  love  could  fug- 
geft  ; when,  fuddenly,  without  fpeaking  or  look- 
ing at  each  other,  they  both  plunged  a dagger 
into  her  brcaft.  She  expired,  and  they  mingled 
their  tears  and  groans  with  her  laft  breath.  They 
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roared  aloud,  and  made  the  wood  refound  with  ® o o k 
their  violent  outcries.  A flave  came  running  to  ^ 
their  affiftance,  and  faw  them  at  a diftance,  ftifling 
the  vidim  of  their  extraordinary  paffion  with  their 
kifles.  He  called  out  to  iome  others,  who  foon 
came  up,  and  found  thefe  two  friends  embracing 
each  other  upon  the  body  of  this  unhappy  girl, 
and  bathed  in  her  blood  ; while  they  themfelves 
were  expiring  in  the  ftreams  that  flowed  from  their 
own  wounds. 

These  lovers  and  thefe  friends  were  flaves.  Is 
it  in  fo  degrading  a ftation,  that  we  fee  fuch 
adions  as  muft  aftonifli  the  whole  world  If 
there  can  be  a man  who  is  not  ftruck  with  horror 
and  companion  at  the  greatnefs  of  this  ferocious 
love,  nature  muft  have  formed  him,  not  for  the 
flavery  of  the  Negroes,  but  for  the  tyranny  of 
their  mafters.  Such  a man  muft  have  lived  with- 
out commiferating  others,  and  will  die  without 
comfort  j he  muft  never  have  fhed  a tear,  and 
none  will  ever  be  fhed  for  him. 

Barbuda,  which  belongs  entirely  to  the  Co-  Particui*. 
drington  family,  and  the  circumference  of  which  cerning°Bar. 
is  fix  or  feven  leagues,  hath  dangerous  coafts. 

This  is  perhaps  the  moft  even  of  all  the  Ameri- 
can iflands.  The  trees  which  cover  it  are  weak, 
and  not  very  high,  becaufe  there  are  never  more 
than  fix  or  feven  inches  of  earth  upon  a layer  of 
lime-ftone.  Nature  hath  placed  great  plenty  of 
turtles  here  ; and  caprice  hath  occafioned  the 
fending  thither  of  deer,  and  feveral  kinds  of  game  j 
chance  hath  filled  the  woods  with  pintados,  and 
other  fowls,  efcaped  from  the  velTels  after  fome 
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^ XIV  ^ fl^ipwreck.  Upon  this  foil  are  fed  oxen,  horfes, 
u— V*— J and  mules,  for  the  labours  of  the  neighbouring 
fettlements.  No  other  culture  is  know’n  there, 
except  that  of  the  kind  of  corn  which  is  ne* 
çeflary  for  the  feeding  of  the  numerous  herds, 
in  thofe  feafons  when  the  pafture  fails.  It’s 
population  is  reduced  to  three  hundred  and 
fifty  flaves,  and  to  the  fmall  number  of  free 
men  who  are  appointed  to  overlook  them.  This 
private  property  pays  no  tribute  to  the  nation, 
though  it  be  fubjedt  to  the  tribunals  of  Antigua. 
The  air  here  is  very  pure,  and  very  wholefome. 
Formerly,  the  fickly  people  of  the  other  Englifh 
iflands  went  to  breatlie  it,  in  order  to  ftop  the 
progrefs  of  their  difeafes,  or  to  recover  their 
ilrength.  This  cufiom  hath  ceafed,  fince  fome 
of  them  have  indulged  themfelves  in  parties  ofde- 
ilrudive  chace. 

Must  men  then  be  fufFered  to  perifh,  in  order 
that  animals  fhould  be  preferved  ! How  is  it 
. pofiible  that  fo  atrocious  a cuftom,  which  draws 
down  the  imprecation  of  almofl;  all  Europe  upon 
the  fovereigns,  and  upon  the  lords  of  our  coun- 
tries, (hould  be  fufFered,  and  fliould  even  be 
eftabliJfhed  beyond  the  feas  ? I have  afked  this 
queftion,  and  I have  been  anfwered,  that  the 
ifland  belonged  to  the  Codringtons  j and  that 
they  had  a right  to  difpofe  of  their  property  at 
their  pleafure.  I now  afk,  whether  this  right  of 
property,  which  is  undoubtedly  facred,  hath  not 
it’s  limits?  Whether  this  right,  in  a variety  of 
eircumftances,  be  not  facrificed  to  public  good  ? 
Whether  the  man  who  is  in  pofFefîjon  of  a foun- 
t^ipi  çan  rçfufe  water  to  him  who  is  dying  with 
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thtrH  ? Whether  any  of  the  Codrington  family 
would  partake  of  one  of  thofe  precious  pintados, 
that  had  coft  his  countryman  or  his  fellow-crea- 
ture his  life  ? Whether  the  man  who  Ihould  be 
convided  of  having  fuffered  a fick  perfon  to  die 
at  his  door,  would  be  fufficiently  punilhed  by 
the  general  execration  ? And  whether  he  would 
not  deferve  to  be  dragged  before  the  tribunals 
of  juftice  as  an  afîaffin  ? Pofleffor  of  Barbuda, 
thou  art  the  aflaflin  of  all  thofe  whom  thou  doll 
deprive  of  the  falubrity  of  the  air,  which  would 
have  preferved  them  ; and  if  this  circumftancc 
ihould  not  drive  thee  to  defpair  upon  thy  death- 
bed, it  is  becaufe  thine  heart  will  bid  defiance 
to  the  Divine  juftice  ! Haften,  therefore,  to  re- 
call that  ihamelefs  reprefentative,  who,  in  his 
concern  for  a feraglio  of  Mulattoe  women,  in 
v^hom,  it  is  faid,  all  his  delights  are  centered, 
rigoroufly  purfues  the  execution  of  your  barbarous 
prohibition, 

Anguilla  is  feven  or  eight  leagues  in  length, 
and  is  very  unequal  in  it’s  breadth,  which  never 
exceeds  two  leagues.  Neither  mountains,  nor 
woods,  nor  rivers,  are  found  upon  it,  and  it’s  foil 
is  nothing  more  than  chalk. 

Some  wandering  Engliflimen  fettled  upon  this 
porous  and  friable  rock  towards  the  year  1650. 
After  an  obftinate  labour,  they  at  length  fuc- 
ceeded  in  obtaining  from  this  kind  of  turf  a little 
cotton,  a fmall  quantity  of  millet-feed,  and  fome 
potatoes.  Six  veins  of  vegetating  earth,  which 
were  in  procefs  of  time  difeovered,  received  fugar 
canes,  which,  in  the  beft  harveft,  yield  no  more 

than 
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than  fifty  thoufand  weight  of  fugar,  and  fome- 
times  only  five  or  fix  thoufand.  Whatever  elfc 
comes  out  of  the  colony  hath  been  introduced 
into  it  clandefiinely,  from  Santa  Cruz,  where  the 
inhabitants  of  Anguilla  have  formed  feveral  plant- 
ations. 

In  feafons  of  drought,  which  are  but  too  fre- 
quent, the  ifiand  hath  no  other  refource  but  in  a 
lake,  the  fait  of  which  is  fold  to  the  people  of 
New  England  j and  in  the  fale  of  Iheep  and  goats, 
which  thrive  better  in  this  dry  climate,  and  upon 
thefe  arid  plains,  than  in  the  reft  of  A.merica. 

Anguilla  reckons  no  more  than  two  hun- 
dred free  inhabitants,  and  five  hundred  flaves. 
Neverthelefs,  it  hath  an  aftembly  of  it’s  own,  and 
even  a chief,  who  is  always  chofen  by  the  inhabit- 
ants, and  confirmed  by  the  governor  of  Anti- 
gua. A foreigner  who  Ihould  be  fent  to  govern 
this  feeble  fettlement,  would  infallibly  be  driven 
away  by  men  who  have  preferved  fomeching  of 
the  independent  manners,  and  of  the  rather  favage 
charader  of  their  anceftors. 

The  coaft  of  this  ifland  affords  but  two  har- 
bours i and  even  in  thefe  very  fmall  veffels  only 
can  anchor.  They  are  both  defended  by  four 
pieces  of  cannon,  which,  for  half  a century  paft, 
have  been  entirely  unfit  for  fervice. 

The  Virgin  Iflands  are  a group  of  about  fixty 
fmall  iflands,  moft  of  them  mountainous,  dry, 
and  arid,  where  the  Spaniards  of  Porto-Rico 
were  for  a long  time  alone  employed  in  catch- 
ing turtle,  which  were  very  plenty  there.  The 
Dutch  had  juft  begun  a fmall  fettlement  at  Tor- 
2 tola, 
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they  were  driven  from  it  by  the  EngHfh  who 
foon  after  difperfed  themfelves  over  the  neigh- 
bouring fnoall  iflands  and  rocks.  There  they 
lived,  during  near  a century,  like  favages,  em- 
ployed folely  in  the  culture  of  cotton.  It  was  not 
^till  after  the  peace  of  1748  that  their  induftry 
was  turned  towards  fugar,  of  which  thev  have 
fince  regularly  fent  to  the  mother-country  four  or 
five  millions  weight. 

Before  this  period,  there  had  not  been  any  re- 
gular form  of  government,  nor  any  public  wor- 
fhip  at  Tortola.  Both  the  one  and  the  other  have 
been  very  recently  eftabliflied  -,  and  what  perhaps 
was  more  difficult  to  bring  about,  the  inhabitants  • 
have  been  prevailed  upon  to  pay  the  treafury 
four  and  a half  per  cent,  on  the  going  out  of  their 
produdlions.  A prudent  adminiftration  would 
have  folicited  a bill  to  fecure  the  feveral  proper- 
ties, all,  or  almofl:  all,  of  which  have  been  tranf- 
mitted  in  an  irregular  manner  j and  if  they  were 
juridically  attacked,  there  are  few  colonifts  who 
might  not  be  legally  ruined. 

Here  then  is  an  inftance,  at  Tortola,  of  the 
government  being  very  eager  to  draw  money  from 
the  colonifts,  and  caring  very  little  about  fecuring 
their  felicity,  although  it  would  have  coft  thern 
only  a little  benevolence,  without  any  kind  of  fa- 
crifice.  Is  it  pofllble  to  fay  to  men  in  a more 
impudent  manner  : You  are  nothing  to  us  : 

“ you  have  only  to  continue  ftill  to  pay  us,  and 
when  you  fhall  no  longer  be  able  to  do  it,  you 

may 
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'■  “ may  perifli,  you  may  die  j we  care  very  little 
; “ about  the  matter.  The  concern  we  take  in 
your  fate  is  in  proportion  to  the  fums  you  fup- 
“ ply  us  with  ?”  Such  inhuman  fentiments  arc 
never  uttered  in  any  place  ; but  ftill  this  is  the 
way  in  which  people  think  and  act  in  all  parts. 
Subjects  are  every  where  treated  as  we  do  the 
mines,  which  weceafe  to  attend  to  when  they  yield 
no  more  ore.  It  is  every  where  forgotten,  that, 
with  a fmall  lhare  of  juftice  and  protedion,  they 
would  become  an  inexhauflible  fund.  Empires  in 
all  parts  think  themfelves  eternal,  and  thofe  who 
govern  them  condud  themfelves  as  if  they  had 
not  one  day  to  laft.  The  fame  danger  that 
threatens  Tortola,  does  not  extend  itfelf  to  Ja- 
maica. 

This  ifland,  which  lies  to  leeward  of  the  other 
Englifli  iflands,  and  which  geographers  have  rank- 
ed among  the  greater  Antilles,  may  be  forty-three 
or  forty-four  leagues  in  length,  and  fixteen  or 
feventeen  in  it’s  greateft  breadth.  It  is  inter- 
feded  with  feveral  ridges  of  high,  craggy  moun- 
tains, where  dreadful  rocks  are  heaped  one  upon 
another.  Their  barrennefs  does  not  prevent  their 
being  covered  all  over  with  a prodigious  quantity 
of  trees  of  different  kinds,  that  ftrike  their  roots 
through  the  clefts  of  the  rocks,  and  attrad  the 
moifture  that  is  depoficed  there  by  ftorms  and 
frequent  fogs.  This  perpetual  verdure,  kept  up 
and  embelliflied  by  a multitude  of  plentiful  caf- 
cades,  makes  a confiant  fpring  all  the  year  round, 
and  exhibits  the  moft  enchanting  profped  in  na- 
ture. But  thefe  waters,  which  fall  from  the  bar- 
ren 
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ren  fummits,  and  fertilize  the  plains  below,  are 
brackifli  and  unwholefome.  The  climate  is  dill 
more  dangerous.  Of  all  the  American  idands, 
Jamaica  is  the  mod  dedru(5tive.  Men  peridi 
there  very  rapidly  j and  although  the  lands  have 
been  cleared  for  two  centuries  pad,  yet  there  are 
dill  fome  very  fruitful  didrifls,  even  near  the  ca- 
pital, where  a free  man  would  not  pafs  the  night 
unlefs  in  a cafe  of  extreme  necedity. 

Columbus  difcovered  this  great  ifland  in  1494, 
but  made  no  fettlement  there.  Eight  years  af- 
ter, he  was  throw’n  upon  it  by  a dorm.  Having 
lod  his  fhips,  and  being  unable  to  get  away,  he 
implored  the  humanity  of  the  favages,  who  gave 
him  all  the  adidance  that  natural  pity  fuggeds. 
But  thefe  people,  who  cultivated  no  more  land 
than  what  was  jud  fufEcient  to  fupply  their  own 
wants,  foon  grew  tired  of  fupporting  drangers, 
to  the  manifed  rilk  of  darving  themfelves,  and 
infendbly  withdrew  from  their  neighbourhood. 
The  Spaniards,  who  had  already  indifpofed  the 
Indians  againd  them  by  repeated  aéls  of  violence, 
grew  outrageous,  and  proceeded  fo  far  as  to  take 
up  arms  againd  a humane  and  equitable  diief, 
becaufe  he  difapproved  of  their  ferocity.  Co- 
lumbus availed  himfclf  of  one  of  thofe  natural 
phænomena,  in  which  a man  of  getiius  may 
fometimes  find  a refburce,  which  lie  may  be 
excufed  for  having  recourfe  to  in  a cafe  of  urgent 
necedity. 

From  the  knowlege  he  had  acquired  in  adrono- 
my,  he  knew  there  would  foon  be  an  eclipfe  of  the 
moon.  He  took  advantage  of  this  circumdance, 
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and  fummoned  all  the  Caciques  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood to  come  and  hear  fomething  that  nearly 
concerned  them,  and  was  eflential  to  their  pre- 
servation. He  then  pronounced  with  emphafis, 
as  if  he  were  infpired  ; To  puniPo  you  for  the  cruelty 
with  which  you  fuffer  my  companions  and  me  to 
peripj^  the  God  whom  1 worJJoip  is  going  to  Jlrike  you 
with  his  moji  terrible  judgments.  This  very  evening 
'you  will  fee  the  moon  turn  red^  then  grow  darkj  and 
withhold  her  light  from  you.  This  will  be  only  a 
frelud'e  to  your  calamities^  if  you  objiinately  perftfl  in 
refufing  to  give  us  food. 

The  admiral  had  fcarce  done  fpeaking,  when 
his  prophecies  were  fulfilled.  The  favages  were 
terrified  beyond  meafure  j they  thought  they  were 
all  lofi  ; they  begged  for  mercy,  and  promifed  to 
do  any  thing  that  Ihould  be  defired.  They  were 
then  told,  that  heaven,  moved  with  their  repent- 
ance, was  appeafed,  and  that  nature  was  .going  to 
refume  her  wonted  courfe.  From  that  moment, 
provifions  were  fent  in  from  all  quarters;  and 
Columbus  was  never  in  want  of  any  during  the 
'time  he  remained  there. 

It  was  Don  Diego,  the  fon  of  this  extraordi- 
nary man,  who  fixed  the  Spaniards  at  Jamaica. 
Jn  1509,  he  fent  thither  feventy  robbers  from  St. 
Domingo,  under  the  command  of  John  d’Efqui- 
mel  i and  others  foon  followed.  It  feemed  as  if 
they  all  went  over  to  this  peaceable  ifland,  for 
no  other  purpofe  than  to  flied  human  blood. 
Thofe  barbarians  never  Iheathed  their  fword 
while  there  was  one  inhabitant  left  to  preferve  the 
memory  of  a numerous,  mild,  plain,  and  hofpi- 
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table  people.  It  was  happy  for  the  earth  that 
thefe  murderers  were  not  tq  fupply  their  place. 
They  had  no  inclination  to  multiply  in  an  iHand 
where  no  gold  was  to  be  found,-  Their  cruelty 
did  not  anfwer  the  purpofe  of  their  avarice  j and 
the  earth,  whieh.  they  had  drenched  with  blood, 
feemed  to  refufe  her  aGl-ftanGe  to  fécond  the  bar- 
barous efforts  they  had  made  to  fix  there.  Every 
fetriement  r^fed  upon  the  affies  of  the  natives 
grew  unfuccefsful,  when  labour  and  defpair  had 
completed  the  defiruflion  of  a few  fav ages  who 
had  efcaped  the  fury  of  the  firfl:  conquefls*  That 
of  St,  Jago  de  la  Vega  was  the  only  one  that 
fupported  itfelf.  The  inhabitants  of  that  town, 
plunged  in  idlenefs,  > the  ufual  confequence  of 
tyranny  after  devaftation,  were , content  with 
living  upon  the  produce  of  fome  few  plantations, 
and  the  overplus  they  fold  to  the  Ihips  that  paffed 
by  their  coafts.  The  whole  population  of  the 
colony  centered  in  the  little  ipot  that  fed  this 
race  of  deftroyers,  donfifted  of  1500  Haves,  cotn- 
manded  by  as  many  tyrants,  when  the  Englifh 
came  and  attacked  the  town,,  took  it,  and  fettled 
there  in  1655. 

The  Èngliîh  brought  the  fatal  fources  of  dif- 
cord  along  with  them.  At  firfl;  the  New  colony 
was  only  inhabited  by  three  thoufand  of  that  fana  ■ 
tical  militia,  which  had  fought  and  conquered 
under  the  Handards  of  the  republican  party, 
Thefe  were  foon  followed  by  a multitude  of 
royalifts,  who  were  in.  hopes  of  finding  reft  and 
peace  in  America,  or  comfort  after  their  defbar. 
The  divifions  which  had  prevailed  for  fo  long  a 
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® XIV  ^ with  fo  much  violence,  between  the 

».  two  parties  in  Europe,  followed  them  beyond  the 

feas.  This  was  fufficient  to  have  renewed  in 
America,  the  fcenes  of  horror  and  bloodfhed 
which  had  fo  often  been  a6^cd  in  England,  had 
not  Pen  and  Venables,  the  conquerors  of  Ja- 
maica, given  the  command  of  the  ifland  to  the 
moll  prudent  man  among  them,  who  happened 
to  be  the  oldeft  officer.  This  was  Dudley,  who, 
although  he  had  fubmitted  to  the  authority  of  a 
conquering  fellow-citizen,  had  not  yet  loft  any  of 
his  attachment  to  the  Stuarts.  Twice  did  Crom- 
well, who  had  difeovered  his  fecret  fentiments, 
appoint  fome  of  his  own  party  in  his  ftead,  and 
Dudley  was  as  often  reftored  to  his  office  by  the 
death  of  his  opponents. 

The  confpiracies  that  were  forming  againft 
him  were  difeovered  and  fruftrated.  He  never 
fuffered  the  fmalleft  breach  of  difeipline  to  go 
unpuniffied  j and  always  kept  the  balance  even 
between  the  fadlion  his  heart  detefted,  and  the 
party  he  was  attached  to.  He  excited  induftry  ; 
and  encouraged  it  by  his  attention,  his  advice,’ 
and  his  example.  His  authority  was  enforced  b/ 
his  difinterefted  behaviour.  He  never  could  be 
prevailed  upon  to  accept  of  a falary,  being  con- 
tent to  live  upon  the  produce  of  his  own  planta- 
tions. In  private  life,  he  was  plain  and  familiar; 
in  office,  an  intrepid  warrior,  a fteady  and  rtridl 
commander,  and  a wife  politician.  His  manner 
of  governing  was  altogether  military,  becaufe  he 
was  obliged  to  reftrain  or  to  regulate  an  infant 
colony,  wholly  compofed  of  foldiers;  and  to  pre- 
: vent 
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vënt  and  repulfe  any  invafion  from  the  Spa- 
niards, who  might  attempt  to  recover  what  they 
had  loit. 

Bar  when  Charles  IÎ.  was  called  to  the  crown, 
by  the  nation  that  had  deprived  his  father  of  it,  a 
form  of  civil  government  was  eftablifhed  at  Ja- 
maica, modelled>  like  thofe  bf  the  other  iflandsi 
upon  that  of  the  mother-country.  It  was  not, 
however^  till  the  year  1682,  that  the  code  of 

i * ^ • i 

Jaws  was  draw’n  up,  which  to  this  day  preferves 
the  colony  in  all  it’s  vigour.  Three  of  thefe 
wife  ftatutes  merit  the  attention  of  our  political 
readers. 

The  defign  of  the  firft  is  to  excite  the  citizens 
to  the  defence  of  their  country,  without  prejudice 
to  their  private  fortunes  j which  might  otherwife 
divert  them  from  attending  to  it.  It  cnafts,  that 

' ’ .1 

whatever  mifchief  is  done  by  the  enemy,  fhall  be 
immediately  made  good  by  the  ftate  j or  at  the 
expence  of  all  the  fubjedts^  if  the  money  found  iri 
the  treafury  fliould  prove  infufficient* 

Another,  law  concerns  the  means  of  increafing 
population.  It  enafts,  that  every  (hip-captain 
who  brings  a man  into  the  colony,  who  is  unable 
to  pay  for  his  paflagei  (hall  receive  a general 
gratuity  of  .22  livres  lO  fols  *.  The  parti- 
cular gratuity  is'  ibS  livres  I5  fols  f for  every 
perfon  brought  from  England  or  Scotland;  135 
livres  J for  every  perfon  brought  from  Ireland  ; 
78  livres  15  fols  § for  every  perfon  brought  from 

* iSs.  98.  -f  About  7 1» 
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’ the  continent  of  America;  and  45  livres*  for 
j every  perfon  brought  from  the  other  iOands* 

The  third  law  tends  to  the  encouragement  of 

O 

agriculture.  When  a proprietor  of  land  is  unable 
to  pay  either  the  interefl:  or  capital  of  the  money  he 
has  borrowed,  his  plantation  is  fold  at  a price 
fixed  by  twelve  planters.  The  value  of  the 
plantation,  whatever  it  may  be,  frees  the  debtor 
entirely  from  any  further  obligation;  but  if  it 
fliould  exceed  his  debt,  the  overplus  mufl:  be  re- 
turned to  him.  This  regulation,  though  it  may 
be  thought  partial,  yet  it  hath  the  merit  of 
abating  the  rigour  of  the  landlord’s  and  mer- 
chant’s law-fuits  againft  the  planter.  It  is  to  the 
advantage  of  the  foil,  and  of  mankind  in  general. 
The  creditor  is  feldom  a fufierer  bv  it,  becaufe 
he  is  upon  his  guard;  and  the  debtor  is  more 
obliged  to  be  vigilant  and  honeft,  if  he  means  to 
find  credit.  Confidence  then  becomes  the  bafis 
of  all  agreements;  and  confidence  is  only  to  be 
gained  by- the  praftice  of  virtue. 

Time  hath  produced  other  regulations.  It 
was  perceived  that  the  Jews,  fettled  in  great  num- 
bers in  Jamaica,  made  a jeft  of  deceiving  the 
tribunals  ofjuftice.  A magiftrate  imagined  that 
this  evil  might  arife  from  the  circumftance  of  the 
bible,  which  was  prefented  to  them,  being  in 
Englifh.  It  was  determined  that  they  fhould  take 
their  oath  in  future  upon  the  Hebrew  text  ; and 
after  this  precaution,  perjuries  became  infinitely 
lefs  frequent. 
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In  1761  in  wàs  decided,  that  every  man  who 
was  not  a white  man,  could  not  inherit  more  than 
13,629  livres  3 fols  4 deniers  *.  This  ftatute  was 
dilpleafing  to  feveral  members  of  the  Affembly, 
who  were  inc^enfed  at  the  circumftance  of  de- 
priving afFeftionate  fathers  of  the  fatisfaclion  of 
leaving  a fortune,  purchafed  by  long  labours,  to 
their  beloved  pofterity,  becaufe  they  v/ere  not  of  ^ 
the  fam.e  colour.  Difputes  arofe,  and  the  parlia- 
ment of  England  took  part  in  them.  One  of  the 
moft  celebrated  orators  in  the  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons declared  openly  againfl  the  Negroes.  His 
opinion  wasj  that  they  were  a fet  of  vile  beings, 
of  a fpecies  different  from  our’s.  The  teffimony 
of  Montefquleu,  was  the  ftrongefl  of  his  argu- 
ments, and  he  read  with  confidence  the  ironical 
chapter  of  laws  upon  flavery.  None  of  his 
hearers  fufpefled  the  real  views  of  lb  judicious  a 
writer,  artd  his  authority  influenced  the  w'hole 
Britifh  fenate. 

The  whole  Britifli  fenate!  The  whole  le- 
giflative  body,  affembled  to  difculs  the  in- 
térêts of  the  nation,  and  to  determine  gravely 
upon  a motion,  which,  from  it’s  injutice  and  uri- 
reafonablenefs,  defcrved  only  to  be  rejecfted  with 
contempt  ! And  wherefore  Ihould  it  not  have  been 
determined,  that  the  Blacks  fliould  be  entirely 
difinherited  ? If  their  colour  gave  a fanflion  to 
‘deprive  them  of  a portion  of  their  fathers’  for- 
tunes, why  not  equally  to  deprive  them^of  the 
whole  ? Opinions  fo  palpably  abiurd,  Ihould  have 
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been  combated  by  ridicule,  and  not  by  argu- 
ments : and  if  even,  contrary  to  all  probability, 
this  had  been  the  fentiment  of  Montelquieu,  of 
what  avail  would  his  authority  have  been  ? The 
Englifh  fliould  at  lead  have  made  themfclves  cer- 
tain of  the  true  meaning  of  the  author. 

The  Bill  was  going  to  be  extended  to  the  In- 
dians, when  one  man,  lefs  blinded  than  the  reft, 
obferved,  that  it  would  be  a horrible  piece  of 
injuftice  to  confound  the  antient  proprietors  of 
the  ifland  with  the  Africans  j and  that,  inoreover, 
there  were  not  above  five  or  fix  families  of  the 
former  remaining. 

The  colony  had  already  acquired  fome  degree 
of  fame  before  thefe  laws  had  been  made.  Some 
adventurers,  as  well  from  hatred  and  national 
jealoufy,  as  from  a reftlefs  difpofition  and  want  of 
fortune,  attacked  the  Spanifh  fliips.  Thefe  pirates 
were  feconded  by  Cromwell’s  foldiers,  who,  re- 
taining nothing  after  his  death,  except  that  public 
averfion  which  their  former  fucceffes  had  draw'n 
upon  them,  went  into  America  in  queft  of  pro- 
motion, which  they  could  never  expedt  in  Europe. 
Thefe  were  joined  by  a multitude  of  Englifhmen 
of  both  parties,  accuftomed  to  blood  by  the  civil 
wars  which  had  ruined  them.  Thefe  men,  eager 
for  rapine  and  carnage,  plundered  the  feas,  and 
ravaged  the  coafts  of  America.  Jamaica  was  the 
place  where  the  fpoils  of  Mexico  and  Peru  were 
always  brought  by  the  Englifh,  and  frequently 
by  foreigners*  They  found  in  this  illand  more 
cafe,  a better  reception,  proteftion,  and  freedom, 
than  any  where  elfe,  whether  for  landing,  or  for 

fpending. 
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Ipending,  as  they  chofe,  the  fpoils  arifing  from  ® ^ 

their  plunder.  Here  extravagance  and  debauchery  » —,  — f 
loon  plunged  them  again  into  indigence.  This 
only  incitement  to  their  fanguinary  induftry,  made 
them  haften  to  commit  frelh  depredations.  Thus 
the  colony  reaped  the  benefit  of  their  perpetual 
vicifiitudes  of  fortune,  and  enriched  itfelf  by  the 
vices  which  wère  both  the  fource  and  the  ruin  of 
their  wealth. 

' When  this  deftruflive  race  became  extin<51:,  by 
reafon  of  the  frequency  of  the  murders  they  com- 
mitted, the  funds  they  had  left  behind,  and  which, 
indeed,  had  been  taken  from  ufurpers  ftill  more 
unjufl:  and  cruel  than  themfelves,  proved  a frelh 
fource  of  opulence,  by  facilitating  the  means  of 
opening  a clandeftine  trade  with  the  Spaniih  fettle- 
ments.  This  vein  of  riches,  which  had  been 
opened  about  the  year  1672,  gradually  increafed, 
and  with  great  rapidity,  towards  the  end  of  the 
century.  Some  Portugiieze,  with  a capital  of 
three  millions  *,  of  which  the  fovereign  had  ad- 
vanced two-th'irds,  engaged,  in  1696,  to  furnilh 
the  fubjeds  of  the  court  of  Madrid  with  five 
thoufand  Blacks,  each  of  the  five  years  that  their 
treaty  was  to  laft.  This  Company  drew  a great 
many  of  thofe  Haves  from  Jamaica.  From  that 
time  the  colonifis  had  confiant  connedlions  with 
Mexico  and  Peru,  either  by  means  of  the  Portu- 
gueze  agents,  or  by  the  captains  of  their  own 
Ihips  employed  in  this  trade.  But  this  intercourfe 
was  fomewhat  flackened  by  the  war,  which  broiçe 
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out  on  account  of  the  fucccfllon  to  the  throne  of 
Spain. 

At  the  peace,,  the  AlTiento  treaty  alarmed  the 
people  of  Jamaica.  They  v^^ere  afraid  that  the 
South-Sea  Company,  which  was  appointed  to 
furnifli  the  Spanifh  colonies  with  Negroes,  would 
entirely  exclude  them  from  all  dccefs  to  the  gold 
mines.  All  the  efforts  they  imade  to  break  this 
regulation,  could  not  produce  any  alteration  in 
the  meafures  of  the  Englifh  miniftry.  They  wifely 
forefaw  that  the  activity  of  the  Affientifts  would 
prove  a frelb  motive  of  emulation  for  increafing 
the  contraband  trade  formerly  carried  onj  and 
thefe  views  were  found  to  be  juft. 

The  illicit  trade  of  Jamaica  was  carried  on  in 
a very  fimple  manner.  An  Englifh  vefTei  pre- 
tended to  be  in  want  of  water,  wood,  or  provi- 
iions  ; that  hermaft  was  broken,  or  that  fhe  had 
fprung  a leak,  which  could  not  be  difeovered  or 
flopped  without  unloading.  The  governor  per- 
mitted the  fhip  to  come  into  the  harbour  to 
refit.  Bur,  for  form  fake,  and  to  exculpate 
himfelf  to  his  court,  he  ordered  a feal  to  be  affixed 
to  the  door  of  the  warehoufe  where  the  goods 
were  depofited  j while  another  door  was  left  un- 
fealed,  through  which  the  merchandize  that  was 
exchanged  in  this  trade  was  carried  in  and  out  by 
flealth.  When  the  whole  tranfaétion  was  ended, 
the  ftranger,  who  was  always  in  want  of  money, 
requefled  that  he  might  be  permitted  to  fell  as 
much  as  would  pay  his  charges  ; and  it  would 
have  been  too  cruel  to  refufe  this  permiffion.  It 
was  neceffary  that  the  governor,  or  his  agents, 

might 
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might  fafely  dilpofe  in  public  of  v/hat  they  had  ® 
previoufly  bought  in  fecret  ; as  it  would  always  < 
be  taken  for  granted,  that  wyiat  they  fold  could  be 
no  other  than  the  goods  that  were  allowed  to  be 
bought.  In  this  manner  were  the  greateft  cargoes 
difpofed  of. 

The  court  of  Madrid  thought  to  put  a flop  to  - 
thefe  pradlices,  by  prohibiting  the  admiflion  of  all 
foreign  Ibips  into  the  Spanifli  harbours,  on  any 
pretence  whatever.  But  the  people  of  Jamaica 
calling  in  force  to  the  affiftance  of  artihee,  fup- 
ported  themfelves  in  this  trade  under  the  protec- 
tion of  the  Englifli  men  of  war,  by  allowing  them 
five  per  cent,  upon  every  article,  to  the  fraudulent 
' introduflion  of  which  they  gave  a fanclion. 

To  this  open  violation  of  public  order,  fuc- 
ceeded  a more  private  and  lefs  alarming  one.  The 
Blips  difpatched  from  Jamaica  repaired  to  thofe 
ports  of  the  Spanifli  coaft  which  were  leafl  fre- 
quented; efpecially  to  that  of  Brew,  five  miles 
from  Carthagena  ; and  to  that  of  Grout,  four 
miles  from  Porto-Bello.  A man  who  fpoke  the 
language  of  the  country  was  immediately  put 
afliore,  to  give  notice  in  the  adjacent  country  of 
the  arrival  of  the  Blips.  The  intelligence  w'as 
propagated  with  amazing  fpeed  to  the  moft  di- 
flant  parts;  th.c  merchants  haftened  to  the  place, 
and  the  trade  began  ; but  with  fuch  precautions 
as  experience  had  taught  them.  The  Blip’s 
company  was  divided  into  three  parties.  While 
the  firfl  was  entertaining  the  purchafers,  and 
treating  them  with  great  civilities,  at  the  fame 
time  keeping  a watchful  eye  to  prevent  them 
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from  exercifing  their  inclination  and  dexterity  in 
ftealing;  the  fécond  was  employed  in  receiving 
the  vanilla,  indigo,  cochineal,  gold  and  filver  of 
the  Spaniards,  in  exchange  for  flaves,  quickfilver, 
filks,  and  other  commodities.  The  third  divifion 
was,  in  the  mean  while,  under  arms  upon  deck, 
to  provide  for  the  fafety  of  the  fhip  ; and  to  take 
care  not  to  admit  at  once  a greater  number  of 
nnen  than  could  be  kept  in  order. 

When  the  tranfadions  were  finifhed,  the  Eng- 
lifhman  returned  with  his  flock,  which  he  had 
commonly  doubled  j and  the  Spaniard  with  his 
.'purchafe,  of  which  he  hoped  to  make  as  great  a 
profit,  or  greater.  To  prevent  a difcovery,  he 
avoided  the  high-roads,  and  went  through  by- 
ways, with  the  Negroes  he  had  bought,  who  were 
loaded  with  the  merchandize,  which  was  divided 
into  parcels  of  a convenient  form  and  weight  for 
carriage. 

This  manner  of  trading  had  beçn  carried  on 
fuccefsfully  for  a long  time,  to  the  great  emolu- 
ment of  the  colonies  of  both  nations;  when,  as 
Spain  intended,  it  was  greatly  obftruded  by  fub- 
llituting  regiller-fhips  to  the  galleons.  It  has 
. gradually  diminifhed^  and  of  late  years  was  re- 
duced to  a very  low  ebb.  The  Bricifli  miniltry, 
avühing  to  revive  it,  judged,  in  1766,  that  the 
beft  expedient  to  repair  the  Ioffes  of  Jamaica,  was 
to  make  it  a free  port. 

Immediately  the  Spanifli  fliips  in  America 
flocked  thither  from  all  parts,  to  exchange  their 
gold  and  filver,  and  their  commodities,  for  the 
pianufadlurep  of  England.  This  pagernefs  was 
" ; , , attended 
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attended  with  this  convenience,  that  the  profit,  book 
of  which  it  was  the  fource,  was  acquired  without  ^ ^ 

rifque,  and  could  non  occafion  any  difputes  : but 
it  was  ‘to  be  expedled,  that  the  court  of  Madrid 
would  foon  put  a Hop  to  an  intercourfe  To  pre- 
judicial to  their  interefts.  This  was  the  opinion 
of  Great  Britain  ; and  in  order  to  preferve  the 
riches  of  the  neighbouring  continent,  they  laid 
the  foundation  of  a colony  upon  the  Mofquito 
coafts. 

Whatever  may  one  day  be  the  fate  of  this  Cuifure* 
new  fettlement,  it  is  certain  that  the  attention  of  jamaK^**** 
Jamaica  was  for  too  long  a time,  and  too  much 
engaged  in  a fmuggling  trade,  while  it’s  cul- 
tures were  too  much  neglcdted.  The  firft  of 
thefe  which  the  Englifh  devoted  themfelves  to, 
was  that  of  cocoa,  which  they  found  eftablilhed 
by  the  Spaniards.  It  profpered  as  long  as  thofe 
plantations  lafted  j which  had  been  cultivated  by 
a people  who  made  this  their  principal  food, 
and  their  only  traffic.  The  trees  grew  old,  and 
it  became  necefiary  to  renew  them;  but,  either 
for  want  of  care,  or  of  flcill,  they  did  not  I'uc- 
ceed.  Indigo  was  fubftituted  to  them. 

This  production  was  increafing  confiderably, 
when  the  parliament  laid  a duty  upon  it  which  it 
was  not  able  to  bear,  and  which  occafioned  the 

f 

fall  of  this  culture  in  Jamaica,  as  well  as  in  the 
other  Englifli  iflands.  This  imprudent  tax  hath 
been  fince  fupprefied,  and  even  the  encourage- 
ment of  gratifications  hath  been  fubftituted  to  it; 
but  this  tardy  generofity  hath  only  occafioned 
^bufes.  In  order  to  obtain  the  bounty,  the  Ja- 
maica 
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maica  people  contrafled  the  habit  of  procuring 
this  valuable  dye  from  St.  Domingo,  and  of  in- 
troducing it  info  Great  Britain  as  the  growth  of 
their  own  plantations. 

The  expence  the  government  is  at  on  this  ac- 
count, cannot  be  looked  upon  entirely  as  a lofs, 
lince  it  is  of  ufe  to  the  nation.  But  it  keeps  up 
that  miftruft,  and  we  may  fay,  that  propenfity  to 
fraud,  which  the  I’pirit  of  finance  has  given  rife 
to  in  all  our  modern  forms  of  legiflation,  between 
the  (late  and  the  citizens.  Ever  fince  the  magif- 
trate  has  been^  inceffantly  contriving  means  to 
appropriate  to  himfelf  the  money  of  the  people, 
thefe  have  been  fludying  artifices  to  elude  the 
avidity  of  the  magiftrates.  When  there  has  been 
'on  one  fide  no  moderation  in  the  expences,  no 
limit  to  taxations,  no  equity  in  the  repartition, 
no  lenity  in  the  recovery,  there  have  been  no 
longer  any  fcruplcs  about  the  violation  of  pecu- 
niary laws  on  the  other,  nor  any  honefty  in  the 
payment  of  the  duties,  nor  probity  in  the  en- 
gagements of  the  fubjeft  with  the  prince.  Op- 
prefiion  hath  prevailed  on  one  hand,  and  plunder 
on  the  other;  the  finance  hath  extorted  from 
commerce,  and  commerce  hath  eluded  or  de- 
frauded the  finance.  The  treafury  hath  pillaged 
the  planters,  and  the  planters  have  impofed  upon 
the  treafury  by  falfe  entries.  Such  are  the  man- 
ners of  both  hemifpheres. 

In  the  New  one  there  fllll  exifted  a few  planta- 
tions of  indigo  at  Jamaica,  when  the  culture  of 
cotton  began  to  be  attended  to.  This  produc- 
tion had  a rapid  fuccefs,  which  continued,  be- 

caufe 


in'  tiîe  east  and  west  indies. 

.eaiiftr  it  was  advanfageoully,  and  without  delay 
difpofed  of  in  England,  where  it  was  manufac- 
tured with  a degj-ee  of  dexterity  which  hath  been 
rather  imitated  than  equalled  by  the  rival  na- 
tions. 

Ginger  hath  been  lefs  ufeful  to  the  colony. 
The  ravages  who  were  found  by  the  Europeans 
in  the  American  iflands,  molt  generally  made  ufe 
of  it  i but  their  confumption  in  this,  as  in  every 
other  article,  was  fo  fmall,  that  nature  afforded 
them  a fufficient  quantity  without  the  affiftance 
of  cultivation.  The  ufurpers  grew  paffionately 
fond  of  this  fpice;  they  ate  it  in  the  morning  to 
fharpen  their  appetite  j they  ferved  it  up  at  table 
prelerved  in  feveral  different  ways;  they  ufed  it 
after  meals  to  facilitate  digeftion,  and  at  fea  as  an 
antidote  againfl  the  fcurvy.  The  Old  World 
adopted  the  tafte  of  the  New,  and  this  lafted  till 
the  price  of  pepper,  which  had  for  a long  w hile 
been  extremely  high,  was  reduced.  Ginger  then 
fell  into  a kind  of  contempt,  and  it’s  culture 
was  dropped  almofl  every  where  except  at  Ja- 
maica. 

T HIS  iQand  produces  and  fells  another  fpice,  im- 
properly called  Jamaica  pepper.  The  tree  which 
bears  it  is  a kind  of  myrtle,  which  commonly  growls 
upon  the  mountains,  and  rifes  to  the  height  of 
more  than  thirty  feet.  It  is  very  flraight,  mo- 
derately thick,  and  covered  with  a greyifli, 
fmooth,  and  fhining  bark.  It’s  leaves,  which 
have  a pleafant  fmell,  refemble  in  form  and  dif- 
pofition  thofe  of  the  laurel,  and  the  branches  are 
terminated  by  clufters  of  flowers  entirely  fimilar 

to 


y 33» 

o O IC 
xiv. 


33* 

BOO 

XIV. 


HISTORY  OF  SETTLEMENTS  AND  TRADE 

^ to  thofe  of  the  common  myrtle.  The  fruit  by 

' which  they  are  fucceeded  is  a fmall  berry,  fome- 
what  larger  than  that  of  the  juniper.  Thefe  ber- 
ries are  gathered  green  and  fpread  in  the  fun  to 
dry.  They  turn  brown  and  acquire  a fpicy  fmell, 
which  in  England  hath  given  the  name  of  all-fpice 
to  this  pimento.  It  is  very  ufeful  to  ftrengthen 
cold  ftomachs  ; but  what  is  this  advantage  com- 
pared with  all  thofe  that  are  obtained  from  fu- 
gar  ? 

The  art  of  managing  this  culture  was  unknow’n 
in  Jamaica  till  the  year  1668.  It  was  brought 
thither  by  fome  inhabitants  of  Barbadoes.  One 
, of  them  was  pofTefTed  of  every  requifite  for  that 
kind  of  produce  that  depends  on  man.  His  name 
w^as  Thomas  Modiford.  His  capital,  together 
with  his  flçill  and  activity,  enabled  him  to  clear 
an  immenfe  trafl  of  land,  and  raifed  him  in  time 
to  the  government  of  the  colony;  yet  neither 
could  the  view  of  his  fortune,  nor  his  urgent  fo- 
licitations  prevail  upon  men,  who  were  moft  of 
them  accuftomed  to  the  idlenefs  of  a military  life, 
to  apply  to  the  labours  of  cultivation.  Twelve 
hundred  unfortunate  men,  who  arrived  in  1760 
from  Surinam,  which  had  juft  been  ceded  to  the 
Dutch,  proved  more  tradtable.  Neceffity  infpir- 
ed  them  with  refolution,  and  their  example  ex- 
cited emulation,  which  was  kept  up  by  the  quan- 
tity of  money  conftantly  poured  into  the  ifland 
by  the  Free-booters.  Great  part  of  it  was  em- 
ployed in  erec^iing  buildings,  purchafing  flaves, 
implements  of  hulbandry,  and  furniture  necef- 
fary  for  the  rifing  plantations.  In  procefa  of 
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time,  Jamaica  exported  great  quantities  of  fugar,'  ® 
of  an  inferior  kind,  indeed,  to  that  which  was 
made  in  moft  of  the  other  colonies,  but  the  ruiT> 
of  which  was  exceedingly  fuperior. 

The  coffee-tree  profpered  in  the  Dutch  and 
French  fettlements  in  the  New  Worlds  before  the 
Englifh  thought  of  appropiating  it  to  themfelves  j 
and  indeed  Jamaica  was  the  only  Britifh  ifland 
which  thought  proper  to  adopt  it,  but  it  never 
carried  the  cultivation  of  it  as  far  as  the  rival 
nations. 

It  was  a generally  received  opinion  in  1756, 
that  Jamaica  had  attained  the  greateft  degree 
of  profperity  of  which  it  was  fufceptible.  An 
ifland,  inhabited  during  a whole  century  by  an 
adtive  and  enlightened  people,  into  which  the 
riches  of  Mexico  and  Peru  had  been  conveyed 
without  interruption,  by  piracy,  and  by  a frau- 
dulent commerce,  and  in  which  no  circumftance 
neceffary  for  cultivation  had  ever  been  wanting  : 
an  ifland,  to  which  navigators  muft  have  been 
conffantly  attradled,  by  the  fafety  of  the  coafts, 
and  by  the  excellence  of  the  harbours  ; and  the 
produdions  of  which  had  always  been  in  great 
requefl:  throughout  all  Europe  i.  fuch  a lettlement 
muft  have  appeared,  even  to  the  moft  thinking 
perfons,  to  have  made  all  the  progrefs  of  w'hich 
nature  had  rendered  it  fufceptible. 

This  illufion,  fo  reafonably  adopted,  was  dif- 
fipated  by  a war,  which  will  for  ever  render  this 
period  memorable.  A calamity,  which  fome- 
times  overturns  ftates,  and  always  exhaufts  them, 
became  a fource  of  wealth  to  Jamaica.  1 he 
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Englifh  merchants,  enriched  with  the  fpoils  of  an 
enemy,  conquered  and-fugitive  on  all  Tides,  found 
themfelvcs  enabled  to  advance  confiderable  fums,- 
and  to  grant  a long  credit  to  the  planters.  The 
colonifts  themfelves,  animated  by  the  difeou- 
ragement  of  the  French  colonifts,  whofe  labours 
had  ’till  that  time  been  fo  fortunate,  eagerly 
availed  themfelves  of  the  means  which  were  put 
in  their  hands  by  thefe  unexpected  events.  Peace 
did  not  check  the  impulfe  they  had  received^ 
This  rapid  increafe  of  activity  hath  continued, 
and  the  produ6tions  of  the  colony  are  nearly  one 
third  more  confiderable  than  they  were  thirty 
years  ago. 

The  whole  ifland  may  contain  about  three 
millions  eight  hundred  thoufand  acres  of  land, 
of  which,  according  to  the  information  of  a judi- 
cious and  ftudious  man,  who  hath  for  a long  time 
governed  the  colony,  one  million  feven  hundred 
twenty-eight  thoufand  four  hundred  and  thirty- 
one  acres  are  taken  up  by  mountains,  rocks, 
lakes,  morafles,  rivers,  and  other  places,  which 
are  unavoidably  loft  to  the  purpofes  of  every  ufe- 
ful  labour.  Government  hath  fucceffively  granted 
one  million  fixjiundred  and  fevency-one  thou- 
fand five  hundred  and  fixty-nine  acres,  which  are 
cleared,  or  capable  of  being  fo.  There  rtill  re- 
main four  hundred  thouland  to  be  difpofed  of, 
which  waht  nothing  but  men  and  means  to  culti- 
vate them. 

In  1658  Jamaica  reckoned  four  thoufind  five 
hundred  white  perfons,  and  l-ourteen  hundred 
(laves;  in  1670,  feven  thoufand  five  hunclied 
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' white  men,  and  ciffht  thoufand  flaves  ; in  1724,  book. 

feven  thoufand  fix  hundred  and  forty-four  white  ■«- 

men,  and  eighty-fix  thoufand  five  hundred  and 
forty-fix  flaves  ; in  1746,  ten  thoufand  white 
men,  and  one  hundred  and  twelve  thoufand  four 
hundred  and  tvventy-eight  flaves  5 in  1768,  feven- 
teen  thoufand  nine  hundred  and  forry-feven  white 
men,  and  one  hundred  and  fixty-fix  thoufand 
nine  hundred  and  fourteen  flaves  j in.  1775', 
eighteen  thoufand  five  hundred  white  perfons, 
three  thoufand  feven  hundred  blacks,  or  free  Mu- 
lattoes,  and  one  hundred  and  ninety  thoufand  nine 
♦hundred  and  fourteen  flaves.  One  hundred  and 
ten  thoufand  of  thefe  unfortunate  people  are 
placed  on  fix  hundred  and  fourfcore  fugar  planta- 
tions ; the  remainder  is  employed  in  lefs  valuable 
cultures,  carried  on  in  fourteen  hundred  and 
fixty  habitations,  in  navigation,  in  domeftic  fer- 
vices,  and  in  other  labours  of  primary  ncceflity, 

« The  public  expences  of  the  colony  amount  an- 
nually to  8 17,750  livres  Thefe  expences  are 
fupplied  by  duties  upon  houfes,  upon  the  feveral 
produdions  of  the  foil,  upon  foreign  liquors,  and 
by  a poll-tax  upon  the  Negroes,  which,  in  extra- 
ordinary cafes,  is  doubled.  The  perfons  ap- 
pointed, in  the  nineteen  parifhes,  to  levy  thefe 
taxes,  which  are  decreed  by  the  general  afiembly, 
have  obtained  two  and  a half  per  cent,  as  a re- 
ward for  their  trouble;  and  the  receiver+general 
retains  five  per  cent,  for  himlelf. 

• 3^,073  1.  8 s.  4d. 
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Thé  fpecie  which  is  commonly  circulated  m 
the  ifland  doth  not  exceed  954,041  livres*.  This 
is  more  than  fufficient,  fince  it  is  only  ufed  in  the 
more  minute  details  of  trade.  The  Haves  brought 
from  Africa,  the  merchandife  fent  from  Europe, 
all  things  which  are  of  great  value,  are  paid  by 
bills  of  otchange  payable  in  London,  or  in  fome 
other  Britifh  port,'  where  the  colonifts  fend  their 
commodities  on  their  own  account. 

The  profit  arifing  from'  thefe  produflions  is 
not  deftincd  entirely  for  the  inceffant  wants  of 
Jamaica.  A great  part  of  it  is  intended  for  the 
difcharge  of  thé  debts,  which  an  immoderate 
luxury,  and  accumulated  misfortunes,  have  ob- 
liged the  inhabitants  fuccefiively  to  contract, 
Thefe  engagements,  as  far  as  we  can  judge  of 
them,  amount  to  two-thirds  of  the  apparent 
riches  of  the  colony.  The  greatefl:  number  of 
the  creditors  are  fettled  in  England  ; the  others 
are  merchants  temporarily  fettled  in  the  ifland, 
among  whom  are  reckoned  a great  many  Jews. 
May  thefe  people,  who  were  flaves  at  firft,  after- 
wards conquerors,  and  then  difgraced  for  the  fpace 
of  twenty  centuries,  one  day  attain  the  legal  pof- 
feflion  of  Jamaica,'  or  of  fome  other  rich  ifland 
in  the  New  World  ! May  they  collect  all  their 
children  there,  and  bring  them  up  in  peace  to 
culture  and  commerce,  fheltered  from  that  fa- 
naticifm  which  rendered  them  odious  to  the 
world,  and  from  that  perfecution  which  hath 
puniflied  their  errors  with  too  much  rigour  ! 

• 39>7Si  L 14s.  2d. 
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May  the  Jews  live  free,  unmolefted,  and  happy,  ® ^ 

in  fome  corner  of  the  world  ; fince,  by  the  ties  v.— v— 
of  humanity,  they  are  our  brethren,  and  our  fa> 
thers  in  the’tenets  of  religion. 

The  cclonyj  at  prefenti  fends  annually  to  the 
rriother- country  eight  hundred  thoufand  quintals 
of  fugar,  which,  at  the  rate  of  40  livres  * the 
quintal,  produce  32,000^000  livres  J j four  mil- 
lion gallons  of  rum,  which,  at  the  rate  of  1 livre 
10  folsj  the  gallon,  produce  6,000,000  livres  |1  ; 
three  hundred  thoufand  gallons  of  molafles, 
whichj  at  the  rate  of  lo  fols  § the  gallon,  pro- 
duce 150,000  livres  f j fix  thoufand  quintals  of 
cotton,  whichi  at  the  rate  of  150  livres  **  the 
quintal,  produce  900,000  livres  f’l' ; fix  thou- 
fand quintals  of  pimento,  which,  at  the  rate  of 
42  livres  the  quintalj  produce  252,000  livres Hlj  ; 
eighteen  thoufand  quintals  of  coffee,  which,  at 
the  rate  of  50  livres  §§  the  quintal,  produce 
900,000  livres  j three  thoufand  quintals  of  , 
ginger,  which,  at  the  rate  of  70  livres  ***  the 
quintal,  produce  210,000  livres  ftt '»  and  to  the 
amount  of  400,000  livres  in  wood  for  inlay- 
ing. All  thefe  fums  united,  make  the  produce  of 
Jamaica  amount  to  40,812,000  livres  UHll. 

♦ 1 1.  13s.  4d. 
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The  veffels  deftined  for  their  exportation  are 
very  numerous,  but  are  only  of  the  burthen  of 
one  hundred  and  fifty,  or  two  hundred  tons. 

A SMALL  number  of  thefc  veffels  take  up  their 
cargoes  at  the  harbour  of  Morant  Point,  which 
might  be  confidered  as  a good  harbour,  were  it 
' more  eafy  of  accefs.  This  road,  fituated  in  the 
fouthern  part  of  the  ifland,  is  only  defended  by 
an  ill-confl;ru6fed  battery,  improperly  placed. 
Twelve  men,  commanded  by  a ferjeant,  are  con- 
tinually on  guard  there.  Not  far  off  is  a bay  of 
the  fame  name,  more  convenient,  and  more  fre- 
quented by  navigators. 

The  coafl  affords  no  other  anchorage,  unlefs 
for  very  fmall  boats,  ’till  the  fhips  arrive  at  Pore 
Royal,  where  half  of  the  produdions  of  the  co- 
lony deftined  for  Europe  are  embarked. 

At  a greater  diftance  is  the  old  harbour,  which 
is  commonly  well  frequented.  The  neighbour- 
ing planters  have  often  refolved  to  conftrud  fome 
works  there,  to  proted  the  veffels  which  may 
take  in  their  cargoes  at  this  place,  againft  fmall 
privateers.  This  expenfive  projed  appears  to  be 
entirely  laid  afide.  It  hath  been  at  length  under- 
ftood  that  the  difficulty  of  entrance  would  always 
be  the  beft  defence. 

The  bay  of  the  Black  River  would  require  a 
good  battery.  It  might  be  ereded  without 
much  expence,  and  w'ould  infure  the  fafety  of  a 
great  number  of  fmall  /hips  that  frequent  it. 

Savanna  la  Mar  hath  never  much  water, 
and  it’s  entrance  is  every  where  embarrafled  with 
/hoals  and  funken  rocks.  It  is  the  worft  har- 
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hour  of  the  colony;  and  yet  it  is  become  the  ® Jiv  ^ 

ftaple  of  a confiderable  trade,  fince  the  neigh-  ' ' 

bouring  territory  hath  been  cleared.  Formerly; 
it’s  'inhabitants  were  dcfirous  of  furrounding 
themfelves  with  fortifications.  Thefe' works  were 
forfaken,  after  more  than  one  thoufand  crowns  * 
had  been  expended  upon  them.  Nothing  remains 
of  thefe  labours  but  a heap  of  ruins. 

The  ifland  hath  upon  it’s  weftern  coaft,  which 
is  very  narrow,  only  one  harbour,  and  that  is 
Port  Orange,  where  feven  or  eight  veflels  take  in 
their  cargoes  annually. 

The  firft  harbour  to  the  North,  is  that  of  St. 

Lucia.  It  is  fpacious  and  fafe,  and  defended  by  a 
fort,  capable  of  making  fome  refiftance,  if  it  were 
repaired,  and  if  the  artillery  were  put  into  a (late 
fit  for  fervice.  A fmall  garrifon  is  always  kept 
there. 

Eight  or  nine  leagues  further,  is  the  excellent 
bay  of  Montego.  The  fifth  part  of  the  produc- 
tions of  the  colony  is  embarked  in  the  fmall  town 
of  Barnet-town,  defended  by  a battery  of  ten 
guns. 

The  entrance  of  Port  St.  Ann  is  rendered  dif-- 
ficult  by  fhoals.  It  fcarce  receives  annually  fif- 
teen or  fixteen  vefiels. 

Port  Antonio  is  one  of  the  fafefl:  harbours, 
but  not  one  of  the  moft  frequented,  of  the  ifland. 

It’s  fort  is  guarded  by  a detachment,  commanded 
by  an  officer, 

* 12,5001. 
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The  eaftern  coaft  hath  no  other  harbour  than 
the  Manchineel.  It’s  anchorage  is  good,  but  in 
the  neighbouring  latitudes  the  fea  is  always  vio- 
lently agitated  by  the  eagerly  winds.  This  is  the 
fpoc  moft  expofed  to  invafions,  and  the  battery  of 
ten  guns,  which  hath  been  conftrufted  there, 
would  not  flielter  it  from  danger,  if  it’s  riches 
were  more  confiderable.  The  whole  defence  of 
the  colony  is  properly  fixed  at  Port  Royal. 

The  Englifh  had  no  fooner  made  themfelves 
mafters  of  Jamaica,  than  they  attended  to  the 
rendering  of  this  conqueft  lifeful,  and  to  the  fe- 
curing  of  the  pofleflîon  of  it.  The  cultures  un- 
dertaken by  the  Spaniards,  and  the  advantages 
of  a fafe,  immenfe,  and  convenient  harbour, 
prudently  inclined  them  to  fix  their  views  upon 
Port  Royal.  The  town  they  built  there,  though 
placed  in  the  midft  of  fands,  upon  a very  narrow 
neck  of  land,  though  deprived  by  nature  of  water 
fit  for  drinking,  and  of  all  the  other  fupports  of 
life,  became  a famous  city  in  lefs  than  thirty 
years.  , 

This  fplendour  was  owen  to  a confiant  and 
quick  circulation  of  trade,  formed  by  the  com- 
modities of  the  ifland,  the  captures  of  the  free- 
booters, and  the  trade  opened  wfith  the  neigh- 
bouring continent.  There  have  been  few  fiaples 
upon  the  face  of  the  globe,  where  the  thirfi  of 
wealth  and  pleafure  had  united  more  opulence 
and  more  corruption. 

One  moment  defiroyed,  on  the  27th  of  June 
1692,  this  beautiful  appearance.  The  fky,  which 

was 


IN  THE  EAST  AND  WEST  INDIES. 


34* 


was  clear  and  ferene,  grew  obfcuied  and  red  ® 

throughout  the  whole  extent  of  Jamaica.  Arum-  ' , 

bling  noife  was  bear’d  under  ground,  fpreading 
from  the  mountains  to  the  plain  ; the  rocks  were 
fplit  i hills  came  clofe  together  i infeftious  lakes 
appeared  on  the  fpots  where  whole  mountains 
had  been  fwallowed  up  ; immenfe  foreds  were  re- 
moved feveral  miles  from  the  place  where  they 
flood;  the  edifices  difappeared,  being  either  funk 
into  the  caverns  of  the  earth,  or  overturned. 
Thirteen  thoufand  lives  were  loft  by  this  dreadful 
earthquake,  and  three  thoufand  by  a contagious 
diftemper  that  broke  out  foon  after.  It  is  faid, 
that  fince  this  cataftrophe,  the  climate  is  not  lb 
fine,  the  air  not  fo  pure,  nor  the  foil  fo  fruitful, 
as  it  was  before.  This  terrible  phœnomenon 
fhould  have  taught  the  Europeans  not  to  truft  to 
the  pofleftion  of  a world  that  trembles  under  their 
feet,  and  feems  to  flip  out  ot  their  rapacious 
hands. 

In  this  general  overthrow.  Port  Royal  beheld 
buried  in  the  incenfed  waves,  or  throw’n  at  a 
diftance  upon  defolate  coafts,  the  numerous 
ftiips,  the  proud  flags  of  which  rendered  her  fo 
vain.  The  city  itfelf  was  deftroyed  and  over- 
flow’n.  In  vain  was  it  attempted  to  rebuild  the 
town  upon  it’s  ruins  ; thefe  labours  were  all  fruit- 
lefs.  The  rifing  walls  were  again  blow’n  down  by  a 
hurricane.  Port  Royal,  like  Jerulalem,  could  never 
be  rebuilt.  The  earth  feemed  only  digged  to  fwal- 
low  it  up  anew.  By  a Angularity  which  baffles 
all  human  efforts  and  reafonings  to  account  for, 

^he  only  houfes  that  were  left  Handing,  after  tl.is 

Z 3 


xo 


343 


HISTORY  OF  SETTLEMENTS  AND  TRADE 


BOOK 

XJV. 


frefh  fubverfion,  were  ficuatcd  at  the  extremity  of 
a point  of  land  extremely  narrow,  which  advances 
feveral  miles  in  the  i'ea;  as  if  the  inconftanc  ocean 
had  afforded  a foliil  foundation  to  edifices  which 
the  firm  ground  feemed  to  cafi  off. 

The  inhabitants  of  Port  Royal,  difcouraged  by 
thefe  repeated  calaiT^ities,  retired  to  Kingfton, 
which  is  fituated  in  the  fame  bay.  By  their  in- 
duftry  and  adlivity,  this  town,  which  till  then 
had  been  obfeure,  foon  became  a pleafant  and 
flourifliing  city.  Trade  is  even  gradually  become 
more  animated  here,  than  it  ever  was  at  any 
period  in  any  of  the  marts  to  which  it  hath  fuc- 
peeded  ; becaufe  the  colony  hath  gained  more  by 
the  increafe  of  it’s  cultures,  than  it  hath  loft  by 
the  decreafe  of  it’s  fmuggling  trade. 

Yet  Port  Royal  had  never  been,  and  Kingfton 
did  not  become,  the  capital  of  the  ifland.  St. 
y ago  de  la  Vega,  which  the  Englifti  have  named 
Spanifh  town,  continued  ftill  to  enjoy  this  ufeful 
prerogative.  This  town,  built  by  the  Spaniards, 
at  the  diftance  of  fome  leagues  from  the  fea, 
upon  the  river  Cobra,  the  moft  confiderable  one 
pf  the  country,  though  not  navigable,  was  the  f^^ 
of  the  legiflative  body,  the  refidence  of  the  gover- 
nor-general, the  place  where  the  courts  of  juftice 
were  holden,  and,  confequently,  that  where  the 
richeft  planters  dwelt. 

Admiral  Knowles  judged  that  this  arrange- 
ment was  contrary  to  the  public  good  j and  in 
^756,  he  pufed  it  to  be  decided  by  the  general 
affembly,  that  all  the  affairs,  and  all  the  powers 
of  adminiftration,  fliould  be  united  at  Kingfton. 

Perfonai 
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Perfonal  hatred  againft  the  projeélor  of  this  plan^  book 
the  harfhnefs  of  the  meafures  he  employed  to  » — ' 
carry  it  into  execution  j the  attachment  moft 
people  are  apt  to  rake  for  places  as  well  as  things^ 
numberlefs  private  interefts  that  mull  neceflarily 
be  affedled  by  this  alteration  : all  thefe  caufes 
raifed  in  the  minds  of  feveral  of  the  colonifts, 
unfurmountablc  objections  to  a plan,  which  was 
indeed  liable  to  foine  inconveniences,  but  which 
was  founded  on  unanfwerable  reafons,  and  offered 
great  advantages.  The  obftacles  with  which  the 
opponents  ernbarraffed  the  new  fyftem,  did  not  put 
a flop  to  the  meafures  of  government.  This  was 
even  the  time  they  chofe  for  repairing  Fort 
Charles,  which  ferves  as  a citadel  to  Port  Royal, 
and  for  increafing,  .on  the  other  fide  of  the  bay, 
the  very  well  executed  fortifications  of  Mofquito 
Point,  which  command  the  canal  through  which 
the  vefiels  deftined  for  Kingflon  muft  pafs.  If,  in- 
flead  of  entering  the  bay,  the  enemy  fhould  wifh  to 
land  to  the  north  of  the  new  capital,  they  would 
be  flopped  in  their  march  by  Zock,  a fort  con- 
ftrifiCted  with  fltill,  and  maintained  with  care,  in 
a very  narrow  defile,  at  the  diftance  of  a league 
from  the  city.  Among  thefe  different  works, 
and  in  fome  other  lefs  important  polls,  two  regi- 
ments are  ufually  dillributed.  They  receive  pay 
from  the  mother-country:  but  the  colony  adds  to  it 
a daily  gratuity  of  1 2 fols  * for  every  foldier,  and  a 
double  gratuity  for  every  officer.  If  thefe  troops 
were  as  well  as  they  are  ill  difciplined,  they  would 
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not  preferve  the  ifland  from  invafion,  and  would 
) foon  be  reduced  to  capitulate  to  a naval  force 
fuperior  to  that  which  might  be  deftined  to  fup- 
port  them. 

If  Jamaica  could  even  be  preferved  from  the 
calamities  of  a foreign  invafion,  it  would  no  lefs 
be  expofed  to  domeltic  dangers,  ftill  more 
alarming. 

When  the  Spaniards  were  compelled  to  cede 
Jamaica  to  the  Englifli,  they  left  there  a number 
of  Negroes  and  Mulattoes,  who,  tired  of  their 
flavery,  took  a refolution  to  retire  into  the  moun- 
tains, there  to  preferve  that  liberty  which  they 
had  recovered  by  the  expulfion  of  their  tyrants. 
Having  entered  into  fome  agreements  neceflary 
to  preferve  their  union  j they  planted  maize  and 
cocoa,  in  the  mofl;  inaccefTible  places  of  their  re- 
treat; but  the  impoffibility  of  fubfilling  till  har- 
ved,  obliged  them  to  come  down  into  the  plain 
to  pillage  for  fuftenance.  The  conquerors  bore 
this  plunder  the  more  impatiently,  as  they  had 
nothing  to  fpare;  and  declared  war  againft  them. 
Many  were  maffacred  ; the  greater  part  fub- 
mitted;  and  only  fifty  or  fixty  fled  back  to  the 
rocks,  there  to  live  or  die  in  freedom. 

PoLicy,  which  fees  every  thing,  but  is  never 
moved  by  compaflion^  thought  it  necefTary,  utterly 
to  exterminate  or  reduce  this  handful  of  fugitives, 
who  had  efcaped  from  flavery  or  carnage  ; but  the 
troops,  who  were  either  perifliing  or  exhaufted 
with,  fatigue,  were  averfe  from  this  deftrudlive 
fcheme,  which  muft  haye  occafioned  the  efFufion 
of  more  blood.  It  was  therefore  dropt,  for  fe^r 
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of  a revolt.  This  condefcenfion  was  attended  with  R o k. 
fatal  confequences.  All  the  flaves  grow’n  defpe-  t 

rate  by  the  hardlhips  they  underwent,  or  by  the 
dread  of  punifhment,  loon  fought  an  afylum  in 
the  woods,  where  they  were  fure  of  meeting  with 
companions  ready  to  affift  them.  The  number 
of  fugitives  increafed  daily.  In  a Ihort  time  they 
deferted  by  troops,  after  having  maffacred  their 
mailers,  and  plundered  and  fet  fire  to  the  habi- 
tations. In  vain  were  adlive  partizans  fent  out 
againlt  them  ; to  whom  a reward  of  900  livres  * 
was  offered  for  the  head  of  every  Negroe  they 
lliould  bring.  This  feverity  produced  no  alter- 
ation, and  the  defertion  only  became  the  more 
general. 

The  rebels  grew  more  daring  as  their  numbers 
increafed.  Till  the  year  1690,  they  had  only 
fled  ; but,  when  they  thought  themfelves  ftrong 
enough  to  attack,  they  fell  upon  the  Englilh 
plantations,  in  feparate  bands,  and  committed 
horrid  ravages.  In  vain  were  they  driven  back 
to  their  mountains  with  lofsj  in  vain  were  forts 
eredled  and  garrifoned  at  proper  dillanccs,  to  ' 
prevent  their  inroads  i notwithftanding  thefe  pre- 
cautions, they  renewed  their  depredations  from 
time  to  time.  The  refentment  which  the  viola- 
tion of  the  rights  of  nature  by  barbarous  policy 
excited  in  thefe  Blacks,  infpired  them  with  fuch 
fury,  that  the  white  people  who  had  bought  them, 
in  order,  as  they  faid,  to  cut  off  the  root  of  the 
evil,  refolved,  in  1735,  employ  all  the  forces' 
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of  the  colony,  to  deftroy  a juftly  implacable 
enemy. 

Immediately  the  military  law  took,  place  of 
all  civil  government.  All  the  colonifts  formed 
themfelves  into  regular  bodies  of  troops.  They 
marched  towards  the  rebels  by  different  roads. 
One  party  undertook  to  attack  the  town  of 
Nauny,  which  the  Blacks  themfelves  had  built  in 
the  Blue  Mountains.  With  cannon,  a town  built 
without  regularity,  and  defended  without  artillery, 
was  foon  deftroyed  j but  the  fuccefs  of  the  other 
enterprizes  was  frequently  doubtful,  fometimes 
attended  with  much  lofs.  The  flaves,  more  elated 
by  one  triumph  than  difeouraged  by  ten  defeats, 
were  proud  of  confidering  their  former  tyrants 
merely  as  enemies  they  were  to  contend  with.  If 
they  were  beaten,  they  had  at  leaft  fome  revenge. 
Their  blood  was  at  leaft  mixed  with  that  of  their 
barbarous  matters.  They  rufhed  againft  the  fword 
of  the  European,  to  plunge  a dagger  into  his  bread. 
At  laft,  overpowered  by  numbers,  or  by  the  dex- 
terity of  their  antagonifts,  the  fugitives  intrenched 
themfelves  in  inacceffible  places,  where  they  dif- 
perfed  in  fmall  bands,  fully  determined  never  to 
ftir  outj  and  well  allured  that  they  fhould  never 
be  conquered  there.  At  length,  after  various 
eontefts  and  excurfions,  that  laded  nine  months, 
the  Englifli  gave  up  all  thoughts  of  fubduing 
them. 

Tr;us,  fooner  or  later,  will  any  people,  made 
defperate  by  tyranny,  or  the  oppreffion  of  con- 
c]uerors,  always  get  the  better  of  numerous,  expe- 
rienced, and  even  well-difciplined  armies  fif  they 

have 
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have  but  refolution  enough  to  endure  hunger  book 
rather  than  the  yokej  to  die  rather  than  live  in  ^ ^ 

bondage  j and,  if  they  chufe,  rather  to  fee  their 
nation  extin6t  than  enflaved.  Let  them  abandon 
the  field  to  the  multitude  of  troops  j to  the  train 
of  war;  to  thedifplay  of  provifions,  ammunition, 
and  hofpitals  : let  them  retire  into  the  heart  of 
the  mountains,  without  baggage,  without  cover- 
ing, without  ftores  j nature  will  provide  for  them 
and  defend  them.  There  let  them  remain  for 
years,  till  the  climate,  idlenefs,  and  intempe- 
rance, have  deftroyed  thofe  fwarms  of  foreign  in- 
vaders, who  have  no  booty  to  expeft,  nor  any 
laurels  to  gather.  Let  them  pour  down  upon 
them  at  intervals,  like  the  torrents  of  their  own 
mountains,  furprife  them  in  their  tents,  and  ra- 
vage their  boundaries.  Laftly,  let  them  defpife 
the  opprobrious  names  of  robbers  and  murderers, 
which  will  be  laviflied  upon  them  by  a great 
people,  bafe  enough  to  arm  themfelves  againft  a 
handful  of  huntfmen,  and  weak  enough  to  be  un- 
able to  conquer  them. 

Such  was  the  conduct  of  the  Blacks  with  the 
Englilh.  Thefe,  weary  of  excurfions  and  fruit- 
lefs  armaments,  fell  into  univerfal  defpondency. 

The  pooreft  among  them  would  not  venture  to 
accept  the  lands  which  the  government  offered 
them  in  the  vicinity  of  the  mountains.  Even  the 
fettlements  at  a gre'ater  diftance  from  thefe  rebels, 
inured  to  war,  were  either  negleéled  or  forlaken. 

Many  parts  of  the  ifland,  which  from  their  ap- 
pearance feemed  likely  to  become  tlie  mofl: 
fruitful,  were  left  in  their  uncultivated  ftate. 
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In  this  fitoation  was  the  colony,  when  Trelaw- 
ney  was  appointed  governor.  This  prudent  and 
humane  commander  was  fenfible,  that  a fet  of 
men,  who  for  near  a century  paft  lived  upon 
wild  fruits,  went  naked,  and  expofed  to  the  in- 
clemency of  the  weather  j who,  ever  at  war  with 
an  aflailant  ftronger  than  themfelves  and  better 
armed,  never  ceafed  fighting  for  the  defence  of 
their  liberty  i that  fuch  a fet  of  men  would  never 
be  fubdued  by  open  force.  He,  therefore,  had 
recourfe  to  conciliating  meafures.  He  offered 
them  not  only  lands  as  their  own  property,  but 
likewife  liberty  and  independence. 

These  overtures  were  favourably  received. 
The  treaty  concluded  with  them  in  1739,  de- 
cided, that  the  chief,  whom  they  themfelves 
fliould  choofe,  fliould  receive  his  commifiion 
from  the  Englifb  government  j that  he  fhould 
come  every  year  to  the  capital  of  the  colony,  if 
required;  that  two  white  men  fliould  conftantly 
refide  with  him,  in  order  to  maintain  a harmony 
advantageous  to  both  nations  ; and  if  the  colony 
were  ever  attacked,  he  and  all  his  people  Ihould 
take  up  arms. 

While  Trelawney  was  negociating  this  aci- 
commodation  in  the  nam.e  of  the  crown,  the  ge- 
neral affembly  of  the  colony  propofed  their  fepa-r 
rate  plan.  In  this  fécond  agreement,  the  New 
people  engaged  to  harbour  no  more  fugitive 
flaves  ; and  they  were  promifed  a ftipulated  fum 
for  every  deferter,  whom  they  fhould  inform 
againft,  and  a more  confiderable  reward  for  thofe 
whom  they  fliould  bring  back  to  their  plantations. 

Since 
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Since  this  lliameful  contraft,  this  fmall  republic  ® ^ 

hath  been  conflantly  declining.  It  now  reckons  w-y— -* 
no  more  than  thirteen  hundred  individualsj  men, 
women,  and  children,  diftributed  in  five  or  fix 
villages* 

Whether  thefe  events  infpired  them  with 
boldnefs,  or  whether  they  were  exafperated  at  the 
ill  ufage  they  met  with  from  the  Englifh,  the 
Negro  (laves  refolved  to  be  free  likewife.  While 
the  flames  of  war,  kindled  in  Europe,  were  fpread- 
ing  in  America,  thefe  miferable  men  agreed,  in 
1760,  to  take  up  arms  all  in  one  day,  murder 
their  tyrants,  and  feize  upon  the  government. 

But  their  impatience  for  liberty  difconcerted  the 
unanimity  of  the  plot,  by  preventing  the  timely 
execution  of  it.  Some  of  the  confpirators  ftabbed 
their  mailers,  and  fet  fire  to  their  houfes  before 
the  appointed  time;  but  finding  themfelves  un- 
able to  refill  the  whole  force  of  the  ifiand,  which 
their  premature  exploit  had  colle6led  in  a moment, 
they  fled  to  the  mountains.  From  this  impene- 
trable recefs  they  were  inceflTantly  making  de- 
ftruiflive  inroads.  The  Englifh,  in  their  difirefs, 
were  reduced  to  folicit  the  affiftance  of  the  wild 
Negroes,  whofe  independence  they  had  been 
obliged  to  acknowlege  by  a folemn  treaty.  They 
even  bribed  them,  and  promifed  a confiderable 
fum  for  every  (lave  they  fhould  kill  with  their 
own  hands.  Thofe  bafe  Africans,  unworthy  of 
the  liberty  they  had  recovered,  were  not  afiiamed 
to  fell  the  blood  of  their  brethren  : they  purfued 
them,  and  killed  many  of  them  by  furprife.  At 
laft  the  confpirators,  weakened  and  betrayed  by 
, their 
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^ their  own  nation,  remained  a long  time  filent  and 

> inactive. 

The  confpiracy  was  thought  to  be  cffeclually 
extingiiifhed,  when  the  rebels,  reinforced  by 
deferters  from  the  feveral  plantations,  appeared 
again  with  redoubled  fury.  The  regular  troops, 
the  militia,  and  a large  body  of  failors,  all 
marched  in  purfuit  of  the  flaves  j they  fought  and 
beat  them  in  feveral  flcirmifhes  j many  were  Gain, 
or  taken  prifoners,  and  the  reft  difperfed  into  the 
woods  and  rocks.  All  the  prifoners  were  ihot, 
hanged,  or  burnt.  Thofe  v/ho  were  fuppofed  to 
be  the  chief  promoters  of  the  confpiracy,  were 
tied  alive  to  gibbets,  and  there  left  to  perifh 
llowly,  expofed  to  the  fcorching  fun  of  the  torrid 
zone  j a far  more  painful  and  more  terrible  death 
than  that  of  being  burnt  alive.  Yet  their  tyrants 
enjoyed  the  torments  of  thefe  miferable  wretches, 
whofe  only  crime  was  an  attempt  to  recover  by 
revenge,  thofe  rights  of  which  avarice  and  inhu- 
manity had  deprived  them. 

The  meafures  that  were  taken  to  prevent  fu- 
ture infurredtions  were  didtated  by  the  fame 
fpirit  of  barbarity.  A Have  is  whipped  in  the 
public  places,  if  he  plays  at  any  game  whatfoeverj 
if  he  prefumes  to  go  a hunting,  or  to  fell  any 
thing  but  milk  or  fifti.  He  cannot  ftir  out  of  his 
mailer’s  plantation,  unlefs  attended  by  a white 
man,  or  with  an  exprefs  permilTion  in  writing. 
If  he  Ihould  beat  a drum,  or  make  ufe  of  any 
other  noify  inftrument,  his  mailer  is  condemned 
to  pay  a fine  of  225  livres  *.  Thus  do  the 
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Englifh,  who  are  lb  jealous  of  their  own  liberty, 
(port  with  that  of  other  men.  To  this  excefs  of 
barbarity  the  Negro  trade  mufl:  neceffarily  have 
brought  thefe  ufurpers.  Such  is  the  progrefs  of 
injuftice  and  violence.  To  conquer  the  New 
World,  it’s  inhabitants  mufl:  doubtlefs  have  been 
flaughtered.  To  replace  them,  Negroes  mufl:  be 
bought,  as  they  alone  are  able  to  endure  the  cli- 
mate and  the  labours  of  America.  To  remove 
thefe  Africans  from  their  native  country,  who 
were  defigned  to  cultivate  the  land  without  hav- 
ing any  pofifelTions  in  it,  it  was  necefTary  to  feize 
them  by  force,  and  to  make  them  Haves.  To 
keep  them  in  fubjedion,  they  mufl:  be  treated 
with  feverity.  To  prevent  their  revolt,  the  na- 
tural confequence  of  feverity  and  fervitude,  thefe 
men,  whom  we  have  made  defperate,  mufl:  be 
reftrained  by  capital  punifhments,  by  hard  ufage, 
and  atrocious  laws. 

But  cruelty  itfelf  has  a period  in  it’s  own  de- 
fl:ru61:ive  nature.  In  an  inftant  it  may  ceafe.  An 
enemy  who  fhould  be  fo  fortunate  as  to  land  at 
Jamaica,  would  foon  convey  arms  to  thefe  men, 
who  are  full  of  rancour  againfl:  their  opprelTors, 
and  only  wait  a favourable  opportunity  to  rife 
againfl:  them.  The  French,  not  confide.ring  that 
the  revolt  of  the  Blacks  in  one  colony  would 
probably  occafion  it  in  all  the  reft,  v/ill  haften 
fuch  a revolution  in  time  of  war.  Ti  ie  Englifh, 
finding  themfelves  between  two  fires,  will  be  dif- 
mayed  ; their  ftrength  and  courafje  will  fail 
them  i and  Jamaica  will  fall  a prey  'to  flaves  and 
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conquerors,  who  will  contend  for  dominion  witfi 
frefli  enormities.  Such  is  the  train  of  evils  that 
injuftice  brings  along  with  it  1 It  attaches  itfelf 
to  man  fo  clofely,  that  the  connexion  cannot  be 
diflblved  but  by  the  fwordi  Crimes  beget  crimes  ; 
blood  is  produdtive  of  blood  j and  the  earth  be- 
comes a perpetual  fcene  of  defolation,  tears, 
mifery,  and  affli(5lion,  where  fucceflive  genera- 
tions rife  to  imbrue  their  hands  in  blood,  to  tear 
out  each  other’s  bowels,  and  to  lay  each  other  in 
the  dull. 

The  lofs  of  Jamaica,  however,  would  be  a 
heavy  one  for  England.  Nature  has  placed  this 
ifland  at  the  entrance  of  the  gulph  of  Mexico,  and 
made  it  a kind  of  key  to  that  rich  country.  AH 
Ihips  going  from  Carthagena  to  the  Havannah, 
are  obliged  to  pafs  by  it’s  coaftsj  it  is  more 
within  reach  of  the  feveral  trading  ports  on  the 
continent,  than  any  other  ifland  j the  many  ex- 
cellent roads  with  which  it  is  furrounded,  facili- 
tate the  launching  of  men  of  war  on  all  fides  of 
the  ifland.  Thefe  feveral  advantages  are  balanced 
by  fome  inconveniences. 

If  it  be  eafy  to  get  at  Jamaica  by  the  trade- 
winds,  by  taking  a view  of  the  Lefs  Antilles,  it  rs 
not  fo  eafy  to  get  away  from  thence,  whether  we 
go  through  the  Streightsof  Bahama,  or  determine 
for  the  Leeward  PaflTage. 

The  firfl:  of  thefe  two  ways  gives  the  full  ad- 
vantage of  the  wind  for  two  hundred  leagues; 
but  as  foon  as  Cape  St.  Anthony  is  doubled,  we 
meet  the  ftme  wind  againft  us  that  before  was 

favourable  : 
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favourable  : fo  that  more  time  is  loft  than  v/as  book 
gained  -,  and  there  is  alio  a rifque  of  being  taken  » 

by  the  guarda-coftas  of  the  Havannah.  This 
danger  is  fucceeded  by  another,  which  is  the 
ihoals  on  the  coaft  of  Florida,  towards  which  the 
winds  and  currents  drive  with  great  violence. 

The  Elizabeth,  an  Englilli  man  of  war,  would 
infallibly  have  been  loft  there  in  1746,  had  not 
Captain  Edwards  ventured  into  the  Havannah. 

It  was  during  the  height  of  the  war,  and  the 
port  belonged  to  the  enemy.  “ I come,”  faid 
the  captain  to  the  governor,  to  deliver  up 
my  ftiip,  my  failors,  my  foldiers,  and  myfelf, 
into  your  hands;  I only  aflc  the  livres  of  my 
men.”  “ I will  not  be  guilty  of  any  difho- 
“ nourabie  action,”  replied  the  Spanifh  com- 
rriander.  Had  we  taken  you  in  fight,  in  open 
fea,  or  upon  our  coafts,  your  fliip  would  have 
“ been  our’s,  and  you  would  have  been  our  pri- 
“ foners.  But  as  you  are  overtaken  by  a ftorm^ 
and  are  driven  into  this  port  from  tiie  fear  of 
‘‘  being  ftiipwrecked,  I do  and  ought  to  forget 
‘‘  that  my  nation  is  at  war  with  your’s.  You 
“ are  men,  and  fo  are  we;  you  are  in  diftrefs, 

“ and  have  a right  to  our  pity.  You  are  at 
‘‘liberty  to  unload  and  refit  your  velfel  ; and 
“ if  you  want  it,  you  may  trade  in  this 
“port  to  pay  your  charges;  you  may  then 
“ go  away,  and  you  will  have  a pals  to  carry 
“ you  fafe  beyond  the  Bermudas.  If  after  this 
“ you  Ihould  be  taken,  you  will  be  a lawful 
“ prize  ; but,  at  this  moment,  I fee  in  Englilh- 
VoL.  VI.  A a men. 
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Spaniards  ! incomprehenfible  race  of  men, 
tell  me,  fince  fuch  are  your  feelings,  and  fince 
you  can  fpeak  thus  to  an  enemy,  delivered  into 
your  power  by  the  winds,  why  have  ye  not 
know’n  how  to  refped  the  innocent  favage,  pro- 
ftrate  at  your  feet,  who  adored  you  ? The  reafon  of 
this  I conceive  to  be,  that  Captain  Edwards’^s  Ihip 
■was  not  loaded  with  that  yellow  duft,  the  fight  of 
■which  changes  you  into  wild  beads.  Perhaps  I 
have  calumniated  you  : but  I have  feen  you  fo 
frequently  below  your  own  fpecies,  that  I have 
had  good  reafon  for  doubting  of  your  virtues  ; 
cfpecially  when  you  difplay  them  to  me  with 
a charader  of  heroifm,  which  afFeds  and  ado- 
nilhes  me.  I oppofe  fufpicions,  perhaps  unjufi: 
ones,  to  my  admiration  and  to  my  tears,  which 
are  ready  to  flow. 

The  other  way  is  attended  with  no  lefs  diffi- 
culty and  danger.  It  terminates  at  a fmall  ifland, 
that  the  Englifh  call  Crooked  Ifland,  which  lies 
eighty  leagues  off  Jamaica.  Ships  that  come 
this  way,  muft"  commonly  drive  againd  the 
eaderly  wind  through  the  whole  paffage,  coad 
along  clofe  under  St.  Domingo,  in  order  to  keep 
clear  of  the  fiats  of  Cuba,  and  then  pafs  the 
dreights,  between  the  points  of  thefe  two  great 
iflands,  where  it  is  very  difficult  to  efcape  being 
intercepted  by  their  privateers  or  their  men  of 
war.  The  navigators  coming  from  the  Lucays 
■do  not  meet  with  thefe  obdrudlions. 


It 
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• ÏT  is  reckoned,  that  there  are  about  two  hun- 
dred of  thele  iflands,  all  of  them  fituated  to  the 
north  of  Cuba,  and  mod  of  which  are  nothing  more 
than  rocks  juft  rifing  above  water;  Columbus, 
who  difcovered  them  on  his  arrival  in  the  New 
World,  and  who  gave  the  name  of  San  Salvador 
to  that  on  which  he  landed,  did  not  make  any 
fettlemenc  there.  Neither  did  the  Caftilians 
afterwards  fix  upon  it  j but  in  1507,  they  car- 
ried off  all  the  inhabitants,  who  foon  perilhed 
in  the  mines,  or  in  the  pearl  fiftierv;  This  fmall 
Archipelago  was  entirely  defert,  when,  in  1672^ 
fome  Engliftimen  took  pofieflion  of  Providence 
ifland  j they  were  driven  from  thence  feven  of 
eight  years  afterwards,  by  the  orders  of  the  court 
of  Madrid,  biit  returned  in  1690,  and  were  again 
expelled  in  1703,  by  the  Spaniards  and  French 
united.  The  ifland  was  peopled  again  by  a parti- 
cular event. 

In  1714,  fome  fliips  richly  laden  were  fwal- 
lowed  up  by  a ftorm  upon  the  coafts  of  Flo- 
rida. The  treafures  which'  they  contained  be- 
longed to  the  Spaniards,  who  caufed  them  to  be 
dived  for.  So  rich  a prey  tempted  fome  of  the 
inhabitants  of]  ainaica;  The  Spaniards  refufed  to 
lliare  with  them,  and  Jennings,  the  boldeft 
among  them,  had  recourfe  to  arms  tO  fupport 
what  he  called  a natural  and  undeniable  right. 
The  dread  of  being  feverely  punilhed,  for  hav- 
ing difturbed  the  peace  which  Europe  had  for  fo 
long  a time  been  anxious  to  obtain,  obliged  him 
to  turn  pirate.  His  companions  were  foon  nu- 
merous etiough  to  make  it  neceflary  to  multiply 
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his  armaments.  The  Lncays  became  their  place 
of  retreat.  It  was  from  thence  that  thefe  robbers 
fallied  forth  to  attack  all  veffels  without  diftinc- 
tion,  Englifh  as  well  as  others.  The  nations 
were  apprehenfive  of  feeing  renewed,  in  the  New 
World,  thofe  fcenes  of  horror  which  had  been 
difplayed  there  by  the  antient  freebooters,  when 
George  I.  rouzed  by  the  clamours  of  his  people, 
and  by  the  wifhes  of  his  parliament,  fent  out,  in 
1719,  a fufficient  force  to  fubduc  thefe  pirates. 
The  moft. determined  of  them  refufed  the  amnefty 
which  was  offered  them,  and  went  to  infeft  the 
coafts  of  Afia  and  Africa  with  their  robberies. 
The  reft  increafed  the  colony  which  Woods  Ro- 
gers brought  with  him  from  Europe. 

This  colony  may  at  this  day  confift  of  three 
or  four  thoufand  perfons,  half  of  whom  are 
fettled  at  Providence,  where  Fort  Naffau  hath 
been  conftrufted,  and  which  hath  a harbour  fuffi- 
cient for  fmall  veffels  -,  the  reft  are  diftributed  in 
the  other  iftands.  They  fend  annually  to  Eng- 
land to  the  v^alue  of  forty  or  fifty  thoufand 
crowns  * of  cotton,  wood  for  dying,  and  live 
turtle  i and  with  their  fait  they  pay  for  the  provi- 
fions  which  North  America  fupplies  them  with. 

Although  the  foil  of  the  Lucays  cannot  be 
compared  to  that  of  feveral  of  the  other  colonies, 
yet  it  would  be  fufficient  to  afford  plenty  of 
fubfiftence,  by  labour,  to  a population  much 
more  confiderable  than  that  which  is  at  prefent 
found  there,  in  free  people  or  in  flaves.  The  great 

• From  5,000 1.  to  6,250!. 
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ncgleft  of  it’s  cultures  muH  be  attributed  to  the  book 
firft  manners,  and  prefent  propenfities,  of  the  in-  > — 
habitants.  Thefe  iflands,  which  on  one  fide  are 
feparated  from  Florida  by  the  channel  of  Bahama, 
form  on  the  other  a long  chain,  which  terminates 
at  the  point  of  Cuba.  It  is  there  that  begin  the 
iflands  called  Turk’s  Iflands,  or  Caicos,  which 
continue  the  chain  as  far  as  towards  the  middle  of 
the  northern  coaft  of  St.  Domingo.  So  favour- 
able a pofltion  for  piracy  hath  turned  the  views  of 
the  inhabitants  towards  a cruizing  life.  They  are 
ever  eager  to  engage  in  hoftilities,  which  may 
put  the  Spanifli  and  French  productions  into  their 
hands.  The  Bermudas  exhibit  a more  tranquil 
fcene. 

This  fmall  Archipelago,  about  three  hundred  Poverty  of 
leagues  dillant  from  that  of  the  Antilles,  was  dif-  mudas. 
covered  in  1527,  by  the  Spaniard  John  Bermu-  fhe^^nhab^u 
das,  who  gave  his  name  to  it,  but  did  not  land 
there.  Ferdinand  Camelo,  a Portugueze,  ob- 
tained in  1572,  of  Philip  II.  a grant  of  it,  which 
did  not  take  effedt.  The  French  navigator  ,Bar- 
botiere  was  fhipwrecked  there  in  1593,  but 
thought  no  more  of  it  after  he  had  quitted  it. 

The  fhip  of  George  Sommers  was  broken  to 
pieces  there  in  1609.  With  the  wrecks^  of  this 
Ihip  a fmall  veflTel  was  conftrufted,  which  had  the 
good  fortune  to  arrive  fafe  in  England. 

Three  years  after,  a company  was  formed  in 
London  to  people  the  Bermudas,  which  were 
entirely  uninhabited.  Sixty  men  were  fent  there,' 
and  they  were  foon  followed  by  many  more. 

They  occupied  at  firft  St.  George,  the  one  of  thefe 
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® XIV  ^ iflands  which  had  the  beft  harbour;  and  in  procefs 
of  time  they  took  poffeffion  of  all  thofe  which  were 
fufceptible  of  culture.  The  land  was  exadly  mea- 
fured,anddiftributed  among  the  inhabitants,  in  pro- 
portionastheirfamilies  were  moreorlefsnumerous. 

Th5  accounts  that  were  propagated,  of  the 
falubrity  and  mildnefs  of  the  climate,  at- 
tracted colonifts  from  all  parts  of  the  Britifh 
empire.  Inhabitants  reforted  thither  from  the 
Antilles,  for  the  recovery  of  their  health  j and 
from  the  northern  colonies,  to  enjoy  their  fortune 
in  peace.  Many  royalifts  retired  there,  in  expec- 
tation of  the  death  of  their  oppreflbr  Cromwell. 
Waller,  among  the  reft,  that  charming  poet,  who 
was  an  enemy  to  that  tyrannical  deliverer,  crolfed 
the  leas,  and  celebrated  thofe  fortunate  iflands, 
infpired  by  the  influence  of  the  air,  and  the 
beauty  of  the  country,  which  are  always  favour- 
able to  the  poet.  He  imparted  his  enthufiafm  to 
the  fair  fex.  The  Englifh  ladies  never  thought 
themfelves  handfome  or  well  drefled,  ùnlefs  they 
had  fmall  Bermuda  hats  made  with  palm  leaves. 

But  at  lafl:  the  charm  was  broken,  and  thefe 
iflands  fell  into  that  contempt  which  their  infig- 
nificance  deferved.  They  are  very  numerous,  and 
their  whole  compafs  is  but  fix  or  feven  leagues. 
The  foil  is  very  indifferent,  and  there  is  not  a 
fingle  fpring  to  water  it.  There  is  no  water  to 
drink  but  what  is  taken  from  wells  and  refervoirs. 
Maize,  vegetables,  and  excellent  fruits,  afford 
plenty  of  wholefome  food  j but  there  are  no  fu- 
perfluous  commodities  for  exportation;  yet  chance 
ha§  CQile^çd  ynder  this  pure  and  temperate  fky, 
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four  or  five  thoufand  inhabitants  ; poor,  but  ® ^ 

happy  in  being  unobfèrved.  Their  connedions 
with  England  do  not  annually  exceed  120,000 
livres*,  and  thofe  which , they  have  formed  with  ' 

the  American  continent  are  fcarcely  more  ex* 
tenfive. 

In  order  to  render  the  circumftances  of  this 
weak  colony  more  eafy,  it  hath  been  fucceflively 
propofed  to  cultivate  filk,  vines,  and  cochineal 
there  j but  none  of  thefe  projeds  have  been  car- 
ried into  execution.  Induftry  hath  been  confined 
to  the  rrianufaduring  of  fail-cloth,  an  occupation 
which  is  naturally  connefted  with  the  conftrudion 
of  thofe  fmall  vefiels  made  of  cedar  or  acajou  wood, 
which  have  never  been  equalled  upon  the  globe, 
cither  for  their  failing  or  for  their  duration. 

T HE  principal  inhabitants  of  the  Bermuda  iflands 
formed  a fociety  in  1765,  the  ftatutes  of  which 
^are,  perhaps,  the  moft  refpedable  monument  that 
ever  dignified  humanity.  Thefe  virtuous  citizens 
engaged  themfelves  to  form  a library  of  all  books 
of  hufbandry,  in  whatever  language  they  had 
been  written  ; to  procure  to  all  capable  perfons 
of  both  fexes,  an  employment  fuitable  to  their 
difpofition  j to  beftow  a reward  on  every  man  who 
had  introduced  into  the  colony  any  new  art,  or 
contributed  to  the  improvement  of  any  one  al- 
ready know’n  ; to  give  a penfion  to  every  daily 
workman,  who,  after  having  afiiduoufly  continued 
his  labour,  and  maintained  a good  chara(ffer  for 
forty  years,  Ihould  not  have  been  able  to  lay 
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by  a flock  fufficient  to  allow  him  to  pals  his  lat-» 
ter  days  in  quiet;  and  laflly,  to  indemnify  every 
individual  who  fhould  have  been  opprefTed  either 
by  the  minifber  or  the  magifi.rate. 

May  thefe  adv^ntagesever  be  prefervcd  to  thefç 
induftrious,  though  indigent  people;  happy  in 
their  labour  and  in  their  poverty,  which  keeps 
their  morals  untainted  ! They  enjoy  in  a (late  of 
innocence  the  benefits  of  a pure  and  ferene  fky, 
and  preferve  tranquillity  of  mind  with  health. 
The  poifon  of  luxury  has  never  infeded  them, 
They  are  not  themfelves  addided  to  envy,  nor  do 
they  excite  it  in  others.  The  rage  of  ambition 
and  war  is  extinguifhed  upon  their  coafts,  as  the 
ftorms  of  the  ocean  that  furround  them  are 
broken.  The  virtuous  man  would  willingly  crofs 
the  feas  to  enjoy  the  fight  of  their  frugality. 
May  the  winds  never  convey  to  them  the  account 
cf  the  events  of  the  world  in  which  we  live  ! They 
then  learn but, alas! my  imagination  wan- 

ders, the  pen  drops  from  my  hand,  and  they  fhall 
receive  no  information  from  me. 

Such  were  the  pofTefiions  of  the  Englifh  in  the 
American  Archipelago,  when  the  fuccefies  of  the 
war  which  ended  in  1763,  gave  to  the  domains  of 
that  power,  a confiderablc  increafe  of  extent,  of 
which  Granada  was  the  richefl  part, 

This  ifland  hath  twenty-one  leagues  in  cir- 
cumference, fix  in  it’s  greatefl  breadth,  which  is 
from  north  to  fouth,  and  four  from  eaft  to  weft. 
It’s  territory,  though  very  uneven,  is  in  general 
fertile,  and  fufceptible  of  fome  kind  of  culture, 
according  to  it’s  quality,  and  to  it’s  expofure, 

which 
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which  is  not  fufficiently  attended  to.  The  foil, 
however,  becomes  lefs  produdive,  in  proportion 
to  it’s  diftance  from  the  coafts.  The  caufe  of  this 
perhaps  may  be,  that  the  rains,  which  are  too 
frequent  at  the  foot  of  the  mountains,  even  in 
thofe  feafons  when  the  reft  of  the  ifland  is  afflfded 
by  droughts,  keep  the  neighbouring  grounds, 
which  are  almoft  all  clayey,  in  a ftate  of  freftinefs 
and  moifture,  which  deftroys  their  richnefs,  and 
confequently  their  fertility. 

The  weftern  part  of  the  ifland  is  watered  by 
ten  rivers,  the  northern  part  by  three,  the  eaftern 
part  by  eight,  and  the  fouthern  part  by  five. 
Befide  thefe  fprings,  which  are  all  confiderable 
enough  to  work  fugar-mills,  there  are  feveral 
others  lefs  confiderable,  but  very  ufeful  to  the 
coffee  plantations.  \ 

The  neighbouring  continent  flielters  Granada 
from  thofe  fatal  hurricanes,  which  carry  defola- 
tion  in  fo  many  other  iflands  ; and  nature  hath 
multiplied  the  creeks,  the  bays,  and  the  har- 
bours, which  are  favourable  for  the  exportation 
of  provifions.  It’s  principal  port  is  called  Baffe- 
Terre,  or  St.  George,  which  would  furnilh  a fafe 
retreat  to  fixty  men  of  war. 

Though  the  French,  acquainted  with  the  fer- 
tility of  Granada,  had  formed,  as  early  as  the  year 
1638,  the  projed  of  fettling  there,  yet  they  never 
carried  it  into  execution  till  the  year  1651.  At 
their  arrival,  they  gave  a few  hatchets,  fome 
knives,  and  a barrel  of  brandy,  to  the  chief  of  the 
favages  they  found  there  j and  imagining  they  had 
purchafed  the  ifland  with  thefe  trifles,  affumed  the 
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fovereignty,  and  foon  adled  as  tyrants.  The  Caribs, 
unable  to  contend  with  them  by  open  force,  took 
the  method  which  weak  nefs  always  infpires  to  repel 
oppreflion  j they  murdered  all  whom  they  found 
alone  and  defehcelefs.  The  troops  that  were  fent 
to  fupport  the  infant’ colony,  found  no  fafer  or 
more  expeditious  way  than  to  dellroy  all  the  na- 
tives. The  remainder  of  thefe  miferable  favages 
took  refuge  upon  a lleep  rock,  preferring  rather 
to  throw  themfelves  down  alive  from  the  top  of  it, 
than  to  fall  into  the  hands  of  an  implacable  enemy. 
The  French  inconfiderately  called  this  rocV.  lemorm 
des  fauteurs,^  the  hill  of  the  leapersj  and  it  ftill 
retains  that  name. 

, How  was  it  poffible  that  thefe  frivolous  people 
could  lofe,  in  diftant  countries,  that  vein  of  plea- 
fantry  which  they  preferve  in  their  own,  even  in 
the  midft  of  the  greateft  calamities  ! They  are 
not  a cruel  people  j but  the  natural  cheerfulnefs 
which  accompanies  the  Frenchman  in  tents,  in 
the  midft  of  camps,  upon  the  field  of  battle, 
upon  a mattrafs  in  an  hofpital,  where  he  may 
have  been  laid,  covered  with  wounds,  and  of 
which  he  is  expiring,  will  fuggeft  to  him  fome  ri- 
diculous expreffion,  which  will  produce  a fmilè 
in  the  companions  of  his  misfortunes  : and  this 
contraft  of  character  with  fituation  will  manifeft 
itfelf  in  the  fame  manner  among  all  French- 
men, and  among  fome  perfons  of  a fingular  turi^ 
in  all  the  countries  in  the  world. 

They  were  juftly  punifhed*  for  all  thefe  cruel? 
ties,  by  a rapacious,  violent,  and  inflexible  gover? 
nor.  Moft  of  the  colonifts,  no  longer  able  to  en- 
dure 
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dure  his  tyranny,  retired  to  Martinico,  and  thofe 
who  remained  on  the  ifland  condemned  him  to 
death.  In  the  whole  court  of  juftice  that  formally 
tried  this  mifcreant,  there  was  only  one  man  who 
could  write,  and  his  name  was  Archangeli.  A 
farrier  was  the  perfon  that  impeached,  who,  in- 
(lead  of  the  fignature,  fealed  with  a horfeflioe, 
and  Archangeli,  who  performed  the  office  of 
clerk,  wrote  gravely  round  it,  Mar(iue  de  Monfiewr 
de  la  Brie,  confeiller  rapporteur  : Mark  of  Mr.  db' 
jLA  Brie,  counsel  for  the  court. 

It  was  apprehended  that  the  court  of  France 
would  not  ratify  this  extraordinary  fentence,  pafled 
with  fuch  unufual  formalities,  though  dictated  by 
common  fenfe.  Moft  of  the  judges  of  the  crime, 
and  witnefles  of  the  execution,  difappeared  from 
Granada.  None  remained,  except  thofe  whofe 
obfcurity  fcreened  them  from  the  purfuit  of  the 
laws.  The  eftimate  taken  in  1700  (hews,  that 
there  were  on  the  iQand  no  more  than  S51  white 
people,  53  free  favages  or  mulattocs,  and  525 
flaves.  The  ufcful  animals  were  reduced  to  64 
horfes,  and  569  head  of  horned  cattle.  The  whole 
culture  confifted  of  three  plantations  of  fugar, 
and  fifty-two  of  indigo. 

The  face  of  things  was  totally  changed  towards 
the  year  1714;  and  this  alteration  was  effefted 
by  Martinico.  That  ifland  was  then  laying  the 
foundation  of  a fplendour  that  was  to  aftonilli 
all  nations.  It  fent  immenfe  produftions  to 
France,  and  received  valuable  commodities  in 
return,  which  were  moll  of  them  fent  to  the 
Spanilh  coafts.  It’s  Ihips  touched  at  Granada  in 
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their  way,  to  take  in  refrefhments.  The  trading 
privateers,  who  undercook  this  navigation,  taught 
the  people  of  that  ifland  the  value  of  their  foil, 
which  only  required  cultivation.  The  execution 
of  every  project  is  facilitated  by  commerce. 
Some  traders  furnifhed  the  inhabitants  with  flaves 
and  utenfils  to  eredt  fugar  plantations.  An  open 
account  was  eftablifhed  between  the  two  colonies. 
Granada  was  clearing  it’s  debts  gradually  by  it’s 
rich  produce,  and  the  balance  was  on  the  point 
of  being  clofed,  when  the  war  in  1744  inter- 
rupted the  communication  between  the  two 
iflands,  and  at  the  lame  time  Hopped  the  progrefs 
of  the  moll  important  culture  of  the  New  World. 
At  that  time  cotton,  cacao,  and  particularly 
coffee  trees,  were  planted,  and  during  the  conti- 
nuance of  hoftilities,  they  acquired  a fufficient 
growth  to  yield  plentifully.  Thele  ufeful  trees 
were  not  abandoned  after  the  peace  of  1748  j 
but  the  culture  of  the  fugar  canes  was  then 
pofhed  with  an  eagernefs  proportioned  to  their 
importance.  A feries  of  misfortunes,  too  much 
merited,  foon  deprived  the  mother-country  of  the 
great  advantages  it  flattered  itfelf  with  from  this 
colony. 

The  pafllonate  defire  of  premature  and  un- 
bounded enjoyment,  that  malady  which  hath 
tainted  the  government  of  a nation  which  yet  de- 
ferves  the  afledlion  of  her  mafters  ; that  prodiga- 
lity, which  reaps  when  it  fhould  fow  j which  de- 
ftroys  the  pafl  with  one  hand,  and  the  future  with 
the  other  Î which  exhaufts  and  confumes  the 
ftock,  by  anticipating  the  income  i that  confufion 
1 which 
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which  refuks  from  the  diftreffes  any  ftate  mufl: 
neceflarily  be  reduced  to,  that  has  neither  prin- 
ciples nor  experience,  that  has  power  without 
views,  and  means  without  condud  j that  anarchy 
that  prevails  at  the  helm-;  that  precipitation, 
that  caballing  among  inferiors  j the  impro- 
priety, or  total  want  of  projedls  j on  one  hand 
the  audacity  of  doing  any  thing  with  impu- 
nity i on  the  other,  the  fear  of  fpeaking  even  for 
the  public  good  : this  concurrence  of  long  fuc- 
ceeding  evils  has  throw’n  Granada  into  the  hands 
of  Great  Britain,  which  is  confirmed  in  the  pof- 
fefion  of  this  conqueft  by  the  treaty  of  1763. 

The  Englilk  did  not  make  a fortunate  begin- 
ning. A great  number  of  them  reiblved  to 
have  plantations  upon  an  ifland,  of  which. the 
higheft  opinion  had  previoully  been  formed  i and 
in  their  enthufiafm  they  purchafed  them  for  much 
more  than  their  real  value.  This  patTion,  which 
expelled  the  antient  colonifts,.  v/ho  were  inured  to 
the  climate,  drew  thirty-five  or  thirty-fix  millions 
of  livres  * out  of  the  mother-country.  This  im- 
prudence was  followed  by  another.  The  new  pro- 
prietors, milled  no  doubt  bv  national  pride,  have 
fubllituted  new  methods  to  thofe  of  their  predecef- 
fors.  They  attempted  to  alter  the  mode  of  living 
among  their  Haves.  The  Negroes,  who  from 
their  ignorance  are  more  attached  to  their  old 
cuftoms  than  other  men,  revolted.  It  was  found 
necefifary  to  fend  out  troops,  and  to  Ihed  blood. 
The  whole  colony  was  filled  with  fufpicions. 

* From  i>i-58,333  l.  6s.  8d,  to  1,500,0001, 
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Mailers,  who  had  been  under  the  neceffity  of* 
ufing  violent  methods,  were  afraid  of  being  burnt 
or  malTacred  in  their  own  habitations.  The  la- 
bours declined,  and  were  even  totally  fufpended. 
Tranquillity  was  at  length  reftored,  but  it  was 
foon  fucceeded  by  a new  ftorm. 

Throughout  the  whole  extent  of  the  Britilh 
empire,  the  Roman  Catholics  are  rigoroufly  de- 
prived of  the  leaft  influence  in  public  affairs. 
When  the  miniftry  ellablifhcd  the  Englilh  go- 
vernment at  Granada,  they  thought  proper  to  de- 
viate from  thefe  generally  received  principles  j 
and  they  permitted  all  the  antiçnt  inhabitants,  of 
whatever  religion  they  might  be,  to  give  their 
vote  in  the  affemblies  of  the  colony.  This  inno- 
vation met  with  the  moil  obllinate  refiHance  ; 
but  at  lall  parliament,  which  had  got  rid  of  fome 
of  it’s  prejudices,  declared  in  favour  of  the  admi- 
niftration,  and  Catholics,  as  well  as  others,  were 
allowed  to  attend  to  the  common  interefts  of  the 

The  predile6lion  which  George  III.  had  fhew’n 
for  the  French,  who  were  become  his  fubjedls, 
made  him  imagine  that  his  commands  would 
meet  with  no  oppofition  in  a fettlement  of  which 
they  Hill  formed  the  greatefl:  number.  In  this 
perfualion,  he  ordered  that  the  duty  of  four  and 
a half  per  cent,  upon  produftions  on  their  ex- 
portajtion,  which,  in  an  excefs  of  zeal,  all  the 
Britilh  illands,  except  Jamaica,  had  very  an- 
ciently granted,  fhould  be  levied  at  Granada. 
The  power  of  doing  this  was  difputed  with  him. 
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The  caufe  was  formally  tried,  and  the  decifion  b 
was  not  favourable  to  the  monarch. 

This  triumph  elated  the  minds  of  the  colonifts. 

In  order  to  accelerate  the  cultures,  they  had  bor- 
rowed large  Turns  from  the  monied  people  of  the 
mother-country.  Thefe  debts,  which  amounted 
to  50,000,000  of  livres  *,  were,  not  paid  at  the 
appointed  time.  The  creditors  had  recourfe  to 
the  rigour  of  the  law,  which  authorized  them  to 
feize  the  plantations  that  had  been  mortgaged  to 
them,  to  put  them  up  to  public  fale,  and  to  ex- 
act the  full  value  of  them  eight  months  after. 
This  feverity  fpread  uniyerfal  confternation.  The 
legiflative  body  of  the  ifland  in  their  defpair, 
paired  a bill  on  the  6th  of  June  1774,  which  di^ 
vided  the  value  of  the  acquifition  into  .five  pay- 
ments, and  which  protrafted  the  laft  payment  to 
the  term  of  thirty-two  months.  The  fecret  motive 
of  this  fingular  aft,  was  undoubtedly  to  put  it  in 
the  power  of  the  debtors  to  bid  . for  their  own 
eftates,  and  by  this  contrivance  to  procure  them 
delays,  which  they  would,  in  vain  have  expefted 
from  the  commiferation  of  their  creditors. 

A MEASURE  fo  bold  excitcd  a tumult  through- 
out England.  It  was  generally  thought  an  inju- 
rious thing,  that  a very  fmall  part  of  the  empire 
fhould  arrogate  to  itfelf  a right  of  annihilating 
engagements  contraffed  under  the  fanflion  of  a 
law  univerfally  ellablilhed,  in  the  good  faith  of 
trade.  This  indignation  was  communicated 
even  to  the  iflands  of  America,  which  underftood 
clearly,  that  no  further  credit  could  be  expected,. 
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if  confidence  were  not  fettled  upon  a firm  bafis* 
The  Britons  of  the  Old  and  of  the  New  World 
united  in  urging  the  Supreme  Power,  to  repair 
without  delay  this  great  breach  made  in  the  im- 
portant and  imprefcriptible  right  of  property. 

The  parliament,  whatever  might  be  the  diftrefs 
of  this  valuable  acquifition,  thought  in  the  fame 
manner  as  the  people. 

In  1771  and  1775,  St.  George  was  reduced  to 
afhes  by  dreadful  fires.  The  colony  experienced 
other  calamities  ; and  notwithftanding  this,  it’s 
produiflions  have  increafed  threefold  fince  it  came 
out  of  the  hands  of  the  French.  It  is  become, 
under  the  other  hemifphere,  the  fécond  of  the 
Englifh  iflands.  It’s  new  mother-country  re- 
ceives from  it  annually  eighteen  millions  weight 
of  fugar,  which,  at  40  livres  * the  quintal,  pro- 
duce in  Europe  7,200,000  livres  f ; one  million 
one  hundred  thoufand  gallons  of  rum,  which,  at 
one  livre  ten  fols  ij;  the  gallon,  produce  1,650,000 
livres  1|  ; thirty  thoufand  quintals  of  coffee,  which, 
at  50  livres  § the  quintal,  produce  1,500,000 
livres  ^ ; three  thoufand  quintals  of  cacoa,  which, 
at  50  livres  **  the  quintal,  produce  150,000 
livres-j-fi  three  hundred  quintals  of  indigo,  which, 
at  800  livres  the  quintal,  produce  240,000 
livres  11  tli  thirteen  thoufand  quintals  of  cotton. 
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^hich  at  150  livres  * the  quintal,  produce 
ii95o,ooolivres  t;  this  makes  in  all  12,690,000 
livres  J;  but  in  this  revenue  is  included  that 
which  the  Granadines  produce: 

These  are  a dozen  of  fmall  iflands,  from  three 
to  eight  leagues  in  circumference.  They  do  not 
afford  a fingle  riverj  and  yet  the  climate  is  very 
wholefonrte.  The  ground  covered  only  with  thin 
bufhes,  has  not  been  fcreened  from  the  fun  for 
many  centuries^  and  it  may  be  cultivated  without 
it’s  exhaling  at  any  time  thofe  noxious  vapours 
which  generally  attack  the  planters  perpetually 
clfcwhere. 

Gariacou,  the  only  one  of  thefe  iflands  which 
the  French  have  occupied,  was  at  firfl;  frequented 
by  turtle  fifliermen,  who,  in  the  intervals  of  leifure 
afforded  them  by  their  occupation,  attempted 
fome  kinds  of  culture.  Their  fmall  number  was 
foon  increafed  by  feveral  of  the  inhabitants  of 
Guadalupe,  who  had  been  driven  from  their  ha- 
bitations by  mifchievous  infefls.  Thefe  good 
people,  affifled  by  eight  or  nine  hundred  flaves, 
employed  themfelves  with  fuccefs  in  the  culture 
of  cotton.  This  flirub  was  conveyed  by  the  Eng- 
lifh  to  the  other  Granadine  iflands,  and  they  even 
formed  a fugar  plantation  at  Bequia,  and  two  at 
Cariacou. 

Tabago,  which  was  acquired  by  Great  Britain 
at  the  fame  period  and  by  the  fame  treaty,  is  fe- 
parated  from  the  Spanifh  ifland  of  Trinidad  only 
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by  a channel  of  nine  leagues  over.  This  poffef- 
fion  hath  ten  leagues  in  length  and  four  in  it’s 
greatefl:  breadth.  It  hath  a harbour  upon  it’s 
eaftern  coaft,  in  which  there  are  twenty-five  or 
thirty  feet  of  water,  and  another  on  it’s  northern 
coaft,  which  hath  no  more  than  twenty  or  twenty- 
five.  They  are  both  fheltered  from  moft  of  the 
winds,  an  advantage  which  that  on  the  fouth  fide 
doth  not  enjoy.  Among  the  fmall  mountains 
which  occupy  the  center  of  the  ifland,  there  is 
one  more  elevated,  the  black  and  reddifti  colour 
of  which  feems  to  indicate  the  ruins  of  an  antient 
volcano.  It  is  not  expofed  to  thofe  dreadful  hur- 
ricanes that  are  fo  deftru6live  in  other  parts.  Pof- 
fibly,  it  owes  this  ineftimable  advantage  to  the 
vicinity  of  the  continent. 

Tabago  has  formerly  been  exceedingly  popu- 
lous, if  we  may  credit  fome  traditional  accounts. 
The  inhabitants  long  withftood  the  fierce  and  fre- 
quent attacks  of  the  favages  from  the  continent, 
who  were  ftubborn  and  irreconcileable  enemies. 
At  length,  wearied  out  with  thefe  inroads,  whicli 
were  inceflantly  renewed,  they  difperfed  into  the 
adjacent  iflands. 

That  which  they  had  forfaken  lay  open  to  in- 
vafion  from  Europe,  when  two  hundred  natives  of 
Fleftingen  landed  there  in  1632,  to  lay  the  foun- 
dation of  a Dutch  colony.  The  neighbouring  In- 
dians joined  with  the  Spaniards  of  the  iftand  of  Tri- 
nidad, to  oppofe  an  eftabliftiment  that  gave  um- 
brage to  both.  Whoever  attempted  to  ftop  their 
fury,  was  murdered  or  taken,  prifoncri-  and  the 
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few  who  efcaped  into  the  woods  foon  deferted  the 
ifland.  ' 

For  twenty  years  the  Dutch  forgot  a fettlement 
which  was  only  noted  for  the  difafters  of  it’s  origin. 
In  1654,  a frelh  colony  was  fent  there,  which  was 
driven  away  in  1666.  The  Englifli  were  foon  de- 
prived of  this  conqueft  by  the  French 3 but  Lewis 
XIV.  fatisfied  with  having  conquered  itj  reflored  it 
to  his  ally  the  republic  of  Holland.  This  fettle- 
ment fucceeded  no  better  than  the  Other  colonies 
of  that  commercial  nation  that  were  engaged  in 
agriculture.  The  motives  that  determine  fo  many 
perfons  from  other  countries  to  go  to  Anhërica> 
ought  never  to  have  influenced  the  Dutch.  Their 
own. country  affords  every  poflible  advantage  for 
trade,  and  they  have  no^need  to  go  abroad  to  make 
their  fortune.  A happy  toleration,  purchafed  like 
their  liberty,  with  rivers  of  blood,  hath  at  length 
left  the  confciences  of  all  men  free  j fo  that  no  re- 
ligious fcruples  can  induce  timorous  minds  to  ba- 
nifh  themfelves  from  their  native  country.  The 
government  makes  fuch  ample  proviflon  for  the 
relief  and  employment  of  the  poor,  that  none  are 
driven  by  defpair  to  go  and  clear  a foreign  land 
which  ufually  deftroys  the  firfl  cultivators.  Ta- 
bagOj  therefore,  never  had  more  than  1200 
men,  employed  in  the  culture  of  a little  to- 
bacco, cotton  and  indigo,  and  of  fix  fugar  plant- 
ations* 

The  colony  was  confined  to  this  fcanty  exertion 
of  induftry,  when  it  was  attacked  by  the  very  fame 
nation  that  had  reflored  it  to  it’s  former  rights  of 
pofieffion  and  property.  In  the  month  of  February 
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1677,  a French  fleet,  deftined  to  feize  upon  Ta- 
bago,  fell  in  with  the  Dutch  fleet  that  was  fent 
out  to  oppofe  this  expedition.  They  engaged  ia 
one  of  the  roads  of  the  ifland,  which  became  fa- 
mous for  this  memorable  aiflion  in  an  age  abound- 
ing with  great  events.  The  obflinacy  and  va- 
lour on  both  fides  was  fuch,  that  the  fight  flill  con- 
tinued, when  every  fhip  was  difmafled,  and  un- 
rigged, and  no  failors  left  to  work  them.  The  en- 
gagement did  not  ceafe  till  twelve  veflTels  were 
burnt,  and  a great  number  were  funk.  The  aflTail- 
ers  loft  the  feweft  men,  and  the  defendants 
kept  poflreflion,of  the  ifland. 

But  d’Eftrées,  who  was  determined  to  take  it, 
landed  there  the  fame  year  in  the  month  of  Decem- 
ber. There  was  then  no  fleet  to  obftrudl  or  retard 
his  progrefs.  A bomb  throw’n  from  his  camp, 
blew  up  their  powder  magazine.  This  proved,  as 
it  generally  does,  a decifive  ftroke;  and  the  ene- 
my, unable  to  refift,  furrendered  at  diferetion. 
The  conquerors  availed  themfelves  to  the  utmoft 
of  the  right  of  war  ; not  content  with  razing  the 
fortifications,  they  burnt  the  plantations,  feized 
upon  all  the  (hips  in  the  harbour,  and  tranfported 
the  inhabitants  from  the  ifland.  The  conqueft 
of  this  place  was  fecured  to  France  by  the  peace 
that  foon  followed  an  action,  in  which  defeat  was 
^ attended'with  no  marks  of  difgrace,  and  vi6lory 
with  no  advantage.! 

The  court  of  Verfailles  negleded  this  import- 
ant ifland  to  fuch  a degree,  as  not  to  fend  a Angle 
man  thither.  Perhaps,  in  the  intoxication  of  falfe 
grandeur,  they  beheld  with  indifference  whatever 
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was  merely  ureful.  They  even  entertained  an  un^  ® 
favourable  opinion  of  Tabago,  and  imagined  it  v 
was  only  a barren  rock.  This  error  gained  ground 
from  the  behaviour  of  the  French,  who,  finding 
themfelves  too  numerous  at  Martinico,  went  over 
to  the  ifiands  of  St.  Lucia,  St.  Vincent,  and  Domi- 
nica. Thefe  were  precarious  polTeflions,  and  the 
foil  of  which  was  of  an  indifferent  quality.  Could 
they  pofiibly  have  been  preferred  to  an  ifland  where 
the  land  was  better,  and  the  property  inconteftable? 
Such  was  the  reafoning  of  a government,  which 
was  not  then  fufficiently  enlightened  concerning 
the  trade  and  plantations  of  the  colonies,  to  difcern 
the  true  motives  of  this  diflike  the  fubjed:s  had  to 
Tabago. 

An  infant  colony,  efpecially  when  it  is  founded 
with  {lender  means,  cannot  fubfift  without  imme- 
diate affiftance.  It  cannot  make  any  progrefs  but 
in  proportion  as  it  finds  confumption  for  it’s  firfl 
produ6lions.  Thefe  are  generally  of  a common 
fort,  are  not  worth  the  expences  of  exportation  to 
any  diftance,  and,  therefore,  will  fcarce  fell  but 
in  the  neighbourhood,  and  ought  infenfibly,  and 
by  moderate  profits,  to  lead  to  the  undertaking  of 
thofe  great  cultures  which  are  the  objeél  of  com^ 
merce  between  Europe  and  the  Leeward  Ifiands, 
But  Tabago  was  too  remote  from  the  French  fet- 
tlements,  to  attrad  inhabitants  by  fuch  a grada^ 
tion  of  fuccefs.  Lcfs  fruitful  ifiands,  that  were 
nearer  to  their  refources,  were  preferred. 

The  low  condition  into  which  it  was  fallen,  did 
not  prevent  it  from  attracting  the  attention  of 
England.  That  proud  ifiand,  which  thinks  her- 
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® ^ uucen  of  all  others,  becaufe  llie  is  the  moft 

) floLirifhing,  pretended  to  have  an  undoubted  right 
to  that  of  Tabago,  becaufe  it  had  once  been  in 
her  poffcflion  for  fix  months.  Her  forces  have 
confirmed  her  pretenfions;  and  the  peace  of  1763, 
has  juftified  the  fuccefs  of  her  arms,  by  ceding  to 
her  a poffeffion,  which  ffie  will  turn  to  better  ac^ 
count  than  the  French  ever  ç|id. 

Plan  for  Almost  all  the  fettlements  in  the  Antilles  have 
proved  fatal  to  the  firfi:  colonifts,  who  afting  by 
jiiands.  chance  in  times  of  little  experience,  without  the 
concurrence  of  the  mother-country,  committed 
perpetual  blunders.  Their  ayidity  would  not 
fuffer  them  to  follow  the  method  of  the  natives, 
who,  to  abate  the  influence  of  a confiant  fcorch- 
ing  fun,  ufed  to  feparate  the  fmall  parcels  of 
land  which  they  were  forced  to  clear,  with  large 
fpaces  covered  with  trees  and  fliady  thickets, 
Thefe  favages,  infirufted  by  experience,  fixed 
their  dwellings  in  the  middle  of  the  woods,  to 
preferve  themfelves  from  the  quick  and  dan- 
gerous exhalations  of  a ground  newly  turned 
up. 

The  deftroyers  of  this  prudent  people,  being 
too  eager  after  their  profits,  neglected  this  method 
as  too  flow  i and  being  impatient  to  cultivate  all, 
precipitately  cut  down  whole  forefis.  Thick  va- 
pours immediately  arofe  from  the  ground,  which 
was  heated, ‘for  the  firfi:  time,  by  the  rays  of  the 
fun.  Thefe  increafed  as  the  earth  was  fiirred  up 
for  fowing  and  planting.  Their  malignant  par- 
ticles infinuated  themfelves  into  every  pore,  and 
every  organ  of  the  hufbandman  j who,  by  hard 
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labour,  was  conftantly  kept  in  a profufe  perfpi- 
ration.  The  circulation.of  the  fluids  was  (lopped, 
all  the  vifcera  were  dilated,  the  body  fwelled,  the 
(lomach  could  no  longer  perform  it’s  funélions, 
and  death  enfued.  Thofe  who  efcaped  thefe  pef- 
tilential  influences  by  day,  loft  their  lives  by  fleep- 
ing  in  huts  haftily  run  up  upon  a frefh  foil,  where 
vegetation  was  too  a6live,  and  fo  unwholefome, 
that  it  confumed  the  men  before  it  could  nourifli’ 
the  plants. 

From  thefe  obfervations  it  appears,  that  the 
following  would  be  the  bed  plan  which  could  be 
purfued  in  the  eftablilhing  of  a new  colony.  At 
our  firft  arrival,  it  fhould  be  obferved  w'hat  winds 
are  moft  prevalent  in  the  Archipelago  of  America, 
and  it  will  be  found  that  they  blow  regularly  from 
the  fouth-eaft  and  north-eaft.  If  we  were  at  li- 
berty to  chufe,  and  met  with  no  obftacle  from  the 
nature  of  the  ground,  we  fhould  take  care  not  to 
fix  on  the  leeward  fide,  left  the  wind  (hould  be 
continually  bringing  to  us  the  vapours  of  the  new- 
tilled  grounds,  and  infedl,  from  the  exhalations  of 
the  new  plantations,  a piece  of  land  that  might 
have  been  purified  in  time.  Our  colony  fliould, 
therefore,  be  founded  on  the  windward  fide  of 
whatever  country  we  mean  to  cultivate.  Firft,  all 
the  habitations  fhould  be  built  in  the  woods,  and 
not  a tree  be  fuffered  to  be  felled  about  them. 
The  woods  are  wholefome  j the  refrefhing  fliade 
they  afford,  and  the  cool  air  we  breathe  in  them, 
even  in  the  heat  of  the  day,  are  a prefervative 
againft  that  exceffive  perfpiration,  which  is  the 
deftrudtion  of  moft  Europeans,  by  the  drynefs  and 
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acrimony  of  an  inflammable  blood,  deprived  of  it’s 
fluid  parts.  Fires  fliould  be  kept  in  the  huts  all 
night,  to  difpel  any  noxious  air  that  might  have 
entered.  This  cuftom,  which  is  conftantly  prac- 
tifed  in  fome  parts  of  Africa,  would  be  as  fuccefs- 
ful  in  America,  confidering  the  analogy  between 
the  two  climates. 

After  having  taken  thefe  precautions,  we 
might  begin  to  cut  down  the  woods;  but  it 
Ibould  be  at  leafl;  at  fifty  toifes  diflance  from  the 
huts.  When  the  ground  is  laid  bare,  the  flaves 
fhould  not  be  fent  out  to  their  work  till  ten 
o’clock  in  the  morning,  when  the  fun  has  had 
time  to  divide  the  vapours,  and  the  wind  to  drive 
them  away.  The  four  hours  lofl;  after  fun^rife, 
y^ould  be  fully  compenfated  by  fparing  the 
flrength  of  the  labourers,  and  by  the  prefervation 
of  the  human'race.  This  attention  fhould  be  con- 
tinued as  long  as  any  lands  are  clearing  or  fow- 
Ing,  till  the  ground  was  thoroughly  purged  and 
fettled  ; when  the  colonifts  might  be  allowed  to 
fix  upon  it,  and  be  employed  without  the  leafl: 
apprehenfions  at  all  hours  in  the  day.  Expe- 
rience has  already  jullified  the  necelTity  of  all  thefq 
mcafures. 

The  Englifli  and  their  flaves  not  having  fol- 
lowed the  plan  we  have  been  tracing,  perifhed 
in  great  numbers  at  Tabago,  though  moft  of 
them  came  there  together  from  the  neighbouring 
colonies.  Enlightened  by  this  difaiter,  they  fet- 
tled to  windward  of  the  ifland,  and  death  ceafed 
it’s  ravages.  The  cuftom  which  the  Britilh  go-r 
yernment  have  of  felling  the  foil  of  the  iflands, 
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and  the  formalities  infeparable  from  fuch  afyftem,  book 
retarded  the  formation  of  a fettlement,  which  by  ■_ 
purfuing  other  maxims,  perhaps  lefs  prudent, 
might  have  been  begun  immediately  after  the 
peace.  It  was  not  till  1766,  that  fourteen  thou- 
fand  acres  of  ground  were  allotted  and  divided 
into  (hares  of  five  hundred  acres  each.  New  al- 
lotments were  afterwards  made,  but  no  planter 
was  ever  allowed  to  purchafe  more  than  one 
(hare. 

The  ifland,  the  foil  of  which  hath  been  found 
too  fandy,  is  yet  inhabited  only  by  four  hundred 
white  people  and  eight  thoufand  Negroes.  They 
were  flopped  in  the  beginning  of  their  career  by 
ants,  who  have  devoured  the  greateft  part  of  the 
fugar  canes  which  have  been  already  planted.  The 
forty  thoufand  quintals  of  fugar  which  were  ga- 
thered from  thirty  plantations  have  been  reduced 
to  onç  half.  This  void  hath  been  filled  up  by 
cotton,  the  crop  of  which  is  eight  hundred  thou- 
fand pounds  weight,  and  by  indigo,  which  yields 
twelve  thoufand  pounds.  St.  Vincent  hath  not 
experienced  a fimilar  calamity. 

When  the  Englifli  and  French,  who  for  fome 

^ . the  ravages 

years  had  been  ravaging  the  Windward  Iflands,  of  st.  vm- 
began  to  give  fome  confidence  to  their  fettlements, 
in  the  year  1660,  they  agreed  that  Dominica  and 
St.  Vincent  fhould  be  left  to  the  Caribs  as  their 
property.  Some  of  thefe  favages,  who  till  then 
had  been  difperfedj  retired  into  the  former,  and 
the  greater  part  into  the  latter.  There  thefe  mild 
and  moderate  men,  lovers  of  peace  and  filence,  ' 

Jiyed  in  the  woods,  in  fcattered  families,  under  the 
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guidance  of  an  old  man,  whom  his  age  alone  had 
advanced  to  the  dignity  of  ruler.  The  dominion 
paired  fucceflively  into  every  family,  where  the 
oldeft  always  became  king,  that  is  to  fay,  the 
guide  and  father  of  the  nation.  Thefe  ignorant 
favages  were  ftill  unacquainted  with  the  fublime 
art  of  fubduing  and  governing  men  by  force  of 
armsj  of  malTacring  the  inhabitants  of  a country 
to  get  polTeffion  of  their  lands  ; of  granting  to  the 
conquerors  the  property,  and  to  the  conquered 
the  labours  of  thé  conquered  country  j and  in 
procefs  of  time,  of  depriving  both  of  the  rights 
and  the  fruit  of  their  toil  by  arbitrary  taxes. 

The  population  of  thefe  children  of  nature  was 
fuddenly  augmented  by  a race  of  Africans,  whofe 
origin  was  never  pofitively  afcertained.  It  is  faid, 
that  a Ihip  carrying  Negroes  for  fale,  foundered  on 
the  coaft  of  St.  Vincent  ; and  the  Haves  who  efcaped 
the  wreck,  were  received  as  brethren  by  the 
favages.  Others  pretend  that  thefe  Negroes  were 
deferters,  who  ran  away  from  the  plantations  of 
the  neighbouring  colonies.  A third  tradition  fays, 
that  this  foreign  race  comes  from  the  Blacks  whom 
the  Caribs  took  from  the  Spaniards  in  the  firll 
wars  between  thofe  Europeans  and  the  Indians. 
If  we  may  credit  Du  Tertre,  the  moft  antient 
hiftorian,  who  has  written  an  account  of  the  An- 
tilles, thofe  terrible  favages,  who  were  fo  inve- 
terate againft  their  mailers,  fpared  the  cap- 
tive llaves,brought  them  home,  and  rellored  them 
to  liberty  that  they  might  enjoy  life,  that  is,  the 
comiïion  blelTings  of  nature,  which  no  man  has 
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a right  to  withhold  from  any  of  his  fellow-crea- 
tures. 

Their  kindnefs  did  not  flop  here:  for  by 
whatever  chance  thefe  ftrangers  were  brought  into 
the  ifland,  the  proprietors  of  it  gave  them  their 
daughters  in  marriage  j and  the  race  that  fprang 
from  this  mixture,  were  called  black  Caribs.  They 
have  preferved  more  of  the  primitive  colour  of 
their  fathers,  than  of  the  lighter  hue  of  their  mo- 
thers. The  red  Caribs  are  of  a low  ftature;  the 
black  Caribs  tall  and  ftoutj  and  this  doubly  favage 
race  fpeak  with  a vehemence  that  feems  to  refem- 
ble  ansier. 

O 

In  procefs  of  time,  however,  fome  differences 
arofe  between  the  two  nations.  The  people  of 
Martinico  perceiving  this,  refolved  to  take  advan- 
tage of  their  divifions,  and  raife  themfelves  on  the 
ruins  of  both  parties.  Their  pretence  was,  that 
the  black  Caribs  gave  fhelter  to  the  fxaves  who 
deferted  from  the  French  iflands.  Impofture  is 
always  productive  of  injuftice.  Thofe  who  were 
falfely  accufed,  were  afterwards  attacked  without 
reafon.  But  the  fmallnefs,  of  the  numbers  fent  out 
againftthemj  the  jealoufy  of  thofe  who  were  ap- 
-pointed  to  command  the  expedition  j the  defection 
of  the  red  Caribs,  who  refufed  to  fupply  fuch 
dangerous  allies  with  any  of  the  fuccours  they  had 
promifed  them  to  aCt  againfl  their  rivals;  the 
difficulty  of  procuring  fubfiftence  ; the  impoffibi- 
lity  of  coming  up  with  enemies  who  kept  them- 
felves concealed  in  woods  and  mountains:  all  thefe 
circumftances  confpired  to  difconcert  this  raffi  and 
violent  enterprife.  It  was  obliged  to  be  given  up, 
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B 0^0  K after  the  lofs  of  many  valuable  lives;  but  the  tri- 
V - umph  the  favages  obtained,  did  not  prevent  them 
from  fueing  for  peace  as  fuppliants.  They  even 
invited  the  French  to  come  and  live  with  them, 
fwearing  fincere  friendrtiip  and  inviolable  concord. 
The  propofal  was  agreed  to  j and  the  next  year, 
many  of  the  inhabitants  of  Martinico  re- 
moved to  St.  Vincent, 

The  firft  who  came  thither  fettled  peaceably, 
not  only  with  the  confent,  but  by  the  aflîftance  of 
the  red  Caribs.  This  fuccefs  induced  others  to 
follow  their  example  j but  thefe,  whether  from 
jealoufy,  or  fome  other  motive,  taught  the  favages  a 
fatal  fecret.  That  people,  who  knew  of  no  pro- 
perty but  the  fruits  of  the  earth,  becaufe  they  are 
the  reward  of  labour,  learnt  with  aftonifhment, 
that  they  could  fell  the  earth  itfelf,  which  they  had 
' always  looked  upon  as  belonging  to*  mankind  in 
general.  This  knowlege  induced  them  to  mea- 
fure  and  fix  boundaries;  and  from  that  inftant 
peace  and  happinefs  were  banifhed  from  their 
ifland.  The  partition  of  lands  occafioned  divi- 
fions  amongft  men.  The  following  were  the  caufes 
of  the  revolution  produced  by  the  fyftem  of  ufur- 
pation. 

When  the  French  came  to  St.  Vincent,  they 
- brought  flaves  along  with  them,  to  clear  and  till 
' the  ground.  The  black  Caribs,  fhocked  at  the 

/ thoughts  of  refembling  men  who  were  degraded 

by  flavery,  and  fearing  that  fome  time  or  other 
their  colour,  which  betrayed  their  origin,  might 
be  made  a pretence  for  enflaving  them,  took  re- 
fuge in  the  thickeft  parts  of  the  foreft.  In  this 

fituation^ 
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fittiation,  in  order  to  imprint  an  indelible  mark  of  ® 
diftintSlion  upon  their  tribe,  that  might  be  a per- 
petual token  of  their  independence,  they  flat- 
tened the  foreheads  of  all  their  children  as  foon 
they  were  born.  The  men  and  women,  whofe 
heads  could  not  bend  to  this  ftrange  fhape,  dared 
no  longer  appear  in  public  without  this  vifible 
fign  of  freedom.  The  next  generation  appeared 
as  a new  race.  iThe  flat-headed  Caribs,  who 
were  nearly  of  the  fame  age,  tall  proper  men, 
hardy  and  fierce,  came  and  erefted  huts  by  thè 
fea-fide. 

They  no  fooner  knew  the  price  which  the  Eu- 
ropeans fet  upon  the  lands  they  inhabited,  than 
they  claimed  a fhare  with  the  other  iflanders. 
This  rifing  fpirit  of  covetoufnefs  was  at  firfl:  ap- 
peafed  by  fome  prefents  of  brandy,  and  a few 
fabres.  But  not  content  with  theie,  they  foon  de- 
manded fire-arms,  as  the  red  Caribs  had  -,  and  at 
laft  they  were  defirous  of  having  their  fhare  in  all 
future  fales  of  land,  and  likewife  in  the  produce  of 
paft  fales.  Provoked  at  being  denied  a part  in 
this  brotherly  repartition,  they  formed  into  a fepa- 
rate  tribe,  fworc  never  more  to  affociate  with  the 
red  Caribs,  chofe  a chief  of  their  own,  and  de- 
clared war. 

The  numbers  of  the  combatants  might  be 
equal,  but  their  ftrength  was  not  fo.  The  black 
Caribs  had  every  advantage  over  the  red,  that  in- 
duftry,  valour,  and  boldnefs,  muft  foon  acquire 
over  a weak  habit  and  a timorous  difpofition.  But 
that  fpirit  of  equity,  which  is  feldom  deficient  in 
favages,  made  the  conqueror  confent  to  fhare 
A with 
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® XIV  ^ vanquiflied  all  the  territory  lying  to  the 

leeward.  It  was  the  only  one  which  both  par- 
ties were  defirous  of  poflefling,  becaufe  there 
they  were  fure  of  receiving  prefents  from  the 
French. 

The  black  Caribs  gained  nothing  by  the  agree- 
ment which  they  themfelves  had  draw’n  up.  The 
new  planters  who  came  to  the  ifland,  always  land- 
ed and  fettled  near  the  red  Caribs,  where  the 
coaft  was  moft  acceiïîble.  This  preference  rouf- 
cd  that  enmity  which  was  but  ill-extinguifhed. 
The  war  broke  out  again.  The  red  Caribs,  who 
were  always  beaten,  retired  to  windward  of  the 
ifland.  Many  took  to  their  .canoes,  and  went 
over  to  the  continent,  or  to  Tabagos  and  the 
few  that  remained,  lived  feparate  from  the  Blacks. 

The  black  Caribs,  conquerors  and  mafters  of 
all  the  leeward  coaft,  required  of  the  Europeans 
that  they  ftiould  again  buy  the  lands  they  had  al- 
ready purchafed.  A Frenchman  attempted  to 
fliew  the  deed  of  his  purchafe  of  fome  land  which 
he  had  bought  of  a red  Carib  ; I know  not^  fays 
a black  Carib,  what  thy  paper  fays  j but  read  what 
is  written  on  my  arrow.  There  you  may  fee,  in 
characters  which  do  not  lie,  that  if  you  do  not  give 
me  what  I demand,  I will  go  and  burn  your  houfe 
to-night.  In  this  manner  did  a people  who  had 
not  learnt  to  read,  argue  with  thofe  who  derived 
fuch  conlequence  from  knowing  how  to  write. 
They  made  ufe  of  the  right  of  force,  with  as 
much  aflurance,  and  as  little  remorfe,  as  if  they 
had  been  acquainted  with  divine,  political,  and 
civil  right, 


Time, 
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' Time,  which  brings  on  a change  of  meafures 
i with  a change  of  interefts,  put  an  end  to  thefe 
I difturbances.  The  French  became,  in  their  turn, 
j the  ftrongeft.  They  no  longer  fpent  their  time 
I in  breeding  poultry,  and  cultivating  vegetables, 

^ caffava,  maize,  and  tobacco,  in  order  to  fell  them 
j at  Martinico,  In  lefs  than  twenty  years,  more 
important  cultures  employed  eight  hundred  white 
men,  and  three  thoufand  Blacks.  Such  was  the 
I fituation  of  St.  Vincent  when  it  fell  into  the  hands 
! of  the  Englifh  ; and  was  fecured  to  them  by  the 
• treaty  of  1763. 

This  ifland,  which  may  have  forty  leagues  in 
circumference,  is  mountainous,  but  interfefled 
by  excellent  vailles,  and  watered  by  a few  rivers. 
It  was  in  the  weftern  part  of  it  that  the  French 
had  begun  the  culture  of  cacao  and  of  cotton, 
and  had  made  confiderable  advances  in  that  of 
coffee.  The  conquerors  formed  there  fome  fugar 
plantations.  The  impoffibility  of  multiplying 
them  upon  an  uneven  foil,  which  is  full  of  ra- 
vines, made  them  defirous  of  occupying  the 
plains  towards  the  Eaft.  The  favages,  who  had 
taken  refuge  there,  refufed  to  quit  them  ; and 
recourfe  was  had  to  arms  to  compel  them  to  it. 
The  refiftance  which  they  oppofed  to  the  thunders 
of  European  tyranny,  was  not,  and  could  not 
polTibly  be  maintained  without  great  difficulty. 

An  officer  was  meafiiring  out  the  ground 
which  had  juft  been  taken  poffeffion  of,  when 
the  detachment  that  accompanied  him  was  unex- 
pededly  attacked,  and  almoft  totally  deftroyed^ 
a on 
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on  the  25th  of  March  1775.  It  was  generally 
believed  that  the  unfortunate  perfons  who  had 
juft  been  deprived  of  their  pofleflions,  were  the 
authors  of  this  violence}  and  the  troops  put 
ihemfelves  in  motion  to  deftroy  them. 

Fortunately,  it  was  determined  in  time,- 
that  the  Caribs  were  innocent}  that  they  had 
taken  or  maflacred  feveral  fugitive  flaves  who 
had  been  guilty  of  fuch  cruelties } and  that  they 
had  fwor’n  not  to  ftop  till  they  had  purged  thé 
ifland  of  thofe  vagabonds,  whofe  enormities  were 
often  imputed  to  them.  In  order  to  confirm  the 
favages  in  this  refolution,  by  the  allurement  of 
rewards,  the  legiflative  body  pafled  a bill  to 
infure  a gratuity  of  five  moi’des,  or  120  livres*, 
to  any  one  who  ftiould  bring  the  head  of  a 
Negro,  who  fhould  have  deferred  within  three 
months. 

Great  Britain  hath  not  hitherto  gained  any 
great  advantage  from  thefe  barbarities,  Sti  Vin- 
cent ftill  reckons  no  more  than  five  hundred  white 
men,  and  feven  or  eight  thoufand  Negroes; 
Their  labours  yield  no  more  than  twelve  hundred 
quintals  of  cotton,  fix  millions  weight  of  very 
fine  fugar,  and  three  hundred  and  fixty  thoufand 
gallons  of  rum.  Thefe  productions  grow  upon  à 
very  light  kind  of  foil,  and  which  for  that  reafon,- 
it  is  thought,  will  be  foon  ekhaufted.  This  is  art 
opinion  generally  received  in  America } and  it 
will  be  proper  to  examine  whether  it  be  well 
founded^ 


Undoubtedly', 
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Undoubtedly,  the  rains  which  fall  in  torrents 
ùpon  a broken  country,  mull  more  readily  carry 
away  a Tandy  foil  than  a clayey  one,  the  particles 
of  which  lhall  adhere  more  ftrongly  to  each  other; 
But  is  it  underftood  in  what  manner  a foil  can  be 
exhaufted  ? Can  it  be  by  the  lofs  of  thofe  earthy 
particles,  into  which  the  plants  it  produces  are  at 
length  reduced,  and  of  which  it  feems  to  be  de- 
prived, when  the  plants  do  not  rot  upon  the  fpot 
where  they  have  been  cultivated  ? In  anfwer  to 
this,  it  is  prpved  from  the  experiments  of  Van 
Helmont,  that  plants  do  not  take  away  any  fen- 
fible  weight  from  the  foil  5 and  that  it  is  the 
moifture  with  which  the  earth  is  watered,  that  is 
the  only  caufe  of  vegetation.  If  this  exhaufting 
of  the  foil  be  fuppofed  to  arife  from  the  lofs  of 
the  faits  which  it  furnifhes  for  the  fucceffive 
growth  of  the  plants,  it  is  equally  proved,  by 
the  numerous  experiments  of  M.  Tiller,  and  of 
feveral  other  natural  philofopherSi  that  the 
ground  is  nothing  more  than  a matrix,  in  which 
the  germina  of  plants  receive  their  growth, 
which  they  feem  only  to  derive  from  heat  and 
moifture.  All  thefe  experiments  collefled,  feem 
alfo  to  prove,  that  the  water  alone,  whether  con- 
veyed by  natural  or  artificial  means,  contains  all 
the  faits,  and  all  the  principles  that  are  to  concur 
in  producing  this  growth. 

Let  us  therefore  content  ourfelves  with  faying, 
that  fuch  or  fuch  a fpecies  of  earth  may  be 
more  or  lei’s  eafily  put  into  a ftate  fit  to  receive 
and  to  preferve  the  quantity  of  water  necefiary 
for  completing  vegetation.  The  moft  trifling  la- 
VoL.  VI.  C c labour 
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labour  ftirs  up  a light  foil  : it  is  then  eafily  pene- 
trated by  the  flighteft  rain  : but  a hard  rain, 
prefles  it  together^  and  the  fun  eafily  raifing  the 
moifture,  which  in  this  ftate  of  comprelTion  it 
could  only  imbibe  to  a very  little  depth,  deprives 
it  of  the  only  fpecies  of  nourifhment  which  it 
furniflied  to  the  plant,  and  without  which  the 
plant  could  not  fubfid.  Neverthelefs^  the  feafon 
is  not  called  in  q,ueftion  j and  much  lefs  the  ig- 
norance of  him  who  knows  not  how  to  moderate 
it’s  effeds.  Prejudice  determines  the  foil  to  be 
exhaulled  and  ruined.  In  future,  it  is  worked 
only  with  regret,  and  confequently  very  ill.  It 
is  abandoned,  v/hile  nothing  more  was  wanting, 
than  a proper  fpecies  of  culture  to  enrich  the 
proprietor  who  negleéts  iu- 

A SOMEWHAT  lefs  degree  of  friability  condi- 
tutes  what  is  called  a drong  foil,  which  requires 
more  .tillage,  and  of  a more  laborious  nature  î 
but  when  once  it  is  prepared,  manured,  and  wa- 
tered, the  diff  foil  preferves  for  a much  longer 
time  it’s  moidure,  which  is  a necelfary  vehicle 
of  the  faits,  whether  they  be  continually  con- 
veyed, and  fuccelTively  renewed  by  the  rains, or  by 
artificial  watering. 

Of  what  ufe  then,  it  will  be  faid,  is  dung  ? It 
ferves  to  raife  up  more  eafily,  and  more  gene- 
rally, the  foil,  by  the  fermentation  which  it  ex- 
cites in  i*’,  and  to  keep  it  for  a longer  time  raifed’ 
and  fupplied,  either  by  it’s  aflive  particles,  which 
can  only  unfold  themfelves  gradually  in  the 
compact  foils,  fuch  as  thofe  of  the  fécond  fpecies,. 
which  are  divided  by  heating  them,  or  by  it’s 
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^îîy  particles,  which  fattening  the  foil  of  the  firft 
fpecies,  retain  in  itj  for  a longer  time,  the  moifture 
which  it’s  too  great  laxity,  and  the  incoherence 
of  it’s  particles  would  foon  allow  to  efcape. 

Dung,  therefore,  properly  applied,  and  ac- 
cording to  it’s  quality,  partly  fupplies  the  place 
of  tillage  *.  but  can  tillage  fupply  the  place  of 
dung  ? We  arc  inclined  to  think  it  would  not  for 
light  foils,  which,  fortunately,  require  but  little 
dunging;  but  we  believe  it  would  in  ftrong  foils, 
and  thefe  require  a great  deal  of  dung*  But  no- 
thing can  fupply  the  place  of  rain  ; which,  in 
America,  when  it  is  plentiful,  renders  all  the  foils 
nearly  equal.  Some  fruits  brought  forward  by 
the  feafon,  rot  in  the  moft  excellent  foils  i but 
almoft  all  of  them  arrive  at  perfection  in  the  moft 
ordinary  foils.  In  America  there  is  no  rainy 
feafon  which  is  not  fruitful  ; while,  in  a dry 
feafon,  the  income  diminifhes  fometimes  by  one 
half.  ' 

The  only  object  that  deferves  the  attention  of 
the  inhabitants  of  St.  Vincent’s,  as  well  as  of  all 
perfons  who  are  in  pofteflion  of  a light  foil,  in 
whatever  zone  it  may  be  fituated,  muft  therefore  be 
to  fix  their  plantations  upon  their  loweft  mountains, 
to  prefer  the  culture  of  fuch  plants  as  will  cover  the 
foil  fooneft,  and  will  leave  it  lefs  expofed  to  the  im- 
mediate (hock  of  heavy  rains,  which  comprefs  it 
more  and  more  when  it  is  not  tilled;  and  which  drag 
it  away  when  it  is  prepared  ; to  chufe  efpeciaily, 
that  plan  of  cultivation,  which,  while  it  fiiall  not 
counteradt  the  efforts  of  the  plant  too  much,  fhall 
fupply  it  with  a degree  of  growth  neceffary  to 
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defend  the  foil,  at  the  time  when  it  ftands  moft 
in  need  of  it,  in  that  feafon  when  it  would  be 
in  danger  of  being  ftripped,  in  procefs  of  time, 
down  to  the  fand.  While  the  foil  fhall  remain 
covered  with  any  kind  of  earth,  we  need  not  fear 
it’s  being  barren.  The  foil  which  hath  once  been 
fufficient  for  the  nutrition  of  any  plant,,  when 
brought  into  it’s  primitive  ftate  by  the  care  of 
the  cultivator,  will  for  ever  be  fufficient  for  the 
fame  purpofes. 

Dominica  was  inhabited  by  it’s  own  children. 
In  1732  nine  hundred  and  thirty-eight  Caribs 
were  found  there,  diftributed  in  thirty-two  car- 
bets;  and  three  hundred  and  forty-nine  French- 
men occupied  a part  of  the  coaft,  which  the 
favages  had  left  to  them.  Thefe  Europeans  had 
no  other  affiftance,  or  rather  companions  of  their 
labours,  except  twenty-three  free  Mulattoes,  and 
three  hundred  and  thirty-eight  flaves.  They 
were  all  employed  in  breeding  poultry,  in  raifing 
provifions  for  the  confumption  of  Martinico^ 
and  in  cultivating  feventy-two  thoufand  two  hun.- 
dred  cotton  fhrubs.  Thefe  trifling  produftions 
were  afterwards  increafed.by  the  addition  of 
coffee.  At  length  the  ifland,  at  the  peace  of 
1763,  when  it  became  an  Engliffi  pofleffion, 
reckoned  fix  hundred  white  people,  and  two 
thoufand  Negroes. 

Since  the  end  of  the  laft  century.  Great  Bri- 
tain, which  was  advancing  towards  the  dominion, 
of  the  feas,  while  flie  accufed  France  of  afpiring 
to  the  monarchy  of  the  continent,  had  ffiewed  as 
much  eagernefs  for  Dominica,  as  fbe  had  in  the 

late. 
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iate  négociations,  when  viftory  gave  her  a right  book 
to  choofe.  Nine  parifhes  have  fucceffîvely  been  ».  — 
eftablifhed  upon  this  ifland,  where,  on  the  ift  of 
January  1778,  the  population  confifted  of  fifteen 
hundred  and  feventy-four  white  people,  men, 
women,  and  children  ; five  hundred  and  feventy- 
four  Mulattoes,  or  free  Negroes,  and  fourteen 
thoufand  three  hundred  and  eight  flaves. 

The  cattle  of  the  ifland  did  not  exceed  two 
hundred  and  eighty-eight  horfes,  feven  hundred 
and  feven  mules,  thirty-four  afles,  eighteen  hun- 
dred and  thirty  head  of  horned  cattle,  nine  hun- 
dred and  ninety-nine  hogs,  and  two  thoufand 
two  hundred  and  twenty-nine  fheep,  or  goats. 

It’s  cultures  confided  of  fixty-five  fugar  planta- 
tions, which  occupied  five  thoufand  two  hundred 
' and  fifty-feven  acres  of  ground.  Three  thoufand 
three  hundred  and  fixty-nine  acres  planted  with 
coffee,  at  the  proportion  of  one  thoufand  feet  per 
acre.  Two  hundred  and  feventy-feven  acres 
planted  with  cacao,  at  the  proportion  of  five 
hundred  feet  per  acre.  Fourfcore  and  nine  acres, 
planted  with  cotton,  at  the  proportion  of  one 
thoufand  feet  per  acre.  Sixty-nine  acres  of  indigo, 
and  fixty  trees  of  black  caffia. 

It’s  provifions  confided  of  twelve  hundred  and 
two  acres  of  banana  trees,  fixteen  hundred  and 

r 

forty-feven  acres  of  yams  or  potatoes,  and  two 
thoufand  feven  hundred  and  twenty-nine  trenches 
of  manioc. 

Nineteen  thoufand  four  hundred  and  feventy- 
eight  acres  were  taken  up  by  the  woods  j four^ 
thoufand  two  hundred  and  ninety-fix  by  padu- 
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rages  and  favannasj  three  thoufand  fix  hundred 
and  fifty-five  acres  were  referved  for  the  crown, 
and  three  thoufand  four  hundred  and  thirty-four 
were  entirely  barren. 

This  was  all  that  fifteen  years  of  labour  had 
bçen  able  to  effeft  upon  a foil  which  was  exceed- 
ingly hilly,  and  not  very  fertile. 

This  fcttlement  was  expofed  in  it’s  infancy  to 
a mofi:  flagrant  ad  of  di'lionefty.  Several  of  the 
planters  had  obtained  confiderable  advances  froin 
trade.  To  avo.id  paying  their  debts,  they  took 
refuge,  with  their  flaves,  in  the  French  iflands, 
where  an  open  protedion  was  granted  them.  Irt 
vain  were  they  claimed  i in  vain  was  it  required 
that  they  fhould  be  compelled  to  fatisfy  their 
creditors:  every  folicitation  was  iifelefs.  The 
legiflative  body  then  made  a law,  which  fecured 
to  all  French  emigrants  the  advantage  of  enjoy- 
ing, without  moleftation,  all  the  riches  they 
fhould  bring  into  Dominica, 

Let  us  examine  without  partiality  the  condud 
of  the  two  nations,  and  we  fhall  find  it  faulty  on 
both  fides. 

And  firft,  with  refped  to  the  French,  let  me 
afk  them,  if  thefe  refugees  were  not  at  the  fame 
time  thieves  ? Why  therefore  did  they  grant 
them  an  afylum  ? Why  did  they  refufe  to  give 
them  up,  when  they  were  claimed  ? Let  us  even 
fuppofe  that  the  requifition  had  been  made  in  an 
imperious  manner  i the  bufinefs  was  to  examine 
thejufticeof  the  claim,  not  the  manner  in  which 
it  was  made.  This  was  not  anoccafion  in  which 
it  was  proper  to  give  a petulant  anfwer  to  a, 

haughty 
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haughty  demand.  An  aftion  which  we  are  urged 
to  byjuftice,  can  never  be  humiliating.  Let  the 
French,  for  a moment,  put  themfelves  in  the 
place  of  the  creditors,  and  tell  me,  whether  they 
would  not  have  fent  to  the  court  of  London  the 
fame  reprelèntations,  and  the  fame  complaints  ? 
and  whether  they  would  not  have  been  equally 
exafperated  by  it’s  filence,  or  by  it’s  refufal  ? 
There  cannot  be  two  fyftems  of  juftice. 

On  the  other  hand,  when  by  way  of  reprifai 
the  Englifh  offered  an  afylum  to  the  French  emi- 
grants, did  they  not  double  the  fame  fault  ? Did 
they  not  excite  to  robbery  and  to  defertion  thofe 
fraudulent  debtors  who  were  inclined  to  efcape 
from  the  legal  purfuit  of  their  creditors  ? If  the 
nations,  who  divided  the  New  World  among 
themfelves,  had  adopted,  in  imitation  of  them, 
the  fame  meafures,  who  would  have  advanced  to 
their  colonids  the  fums  they  might  have  wanted  ? 
What  would  have  become  of  America,  if  this 
pernicious  fyftem  had  manifefted  itfelf  at  the 
origin  of  the  conquefts  ? What  Would  ftill  become 
of  it,  if  it  were  univerfally  adopted?  Let  us  re- 
flect a moment,  and  we  lhall  be  convinced,  that  a 
general  fufpenfion  of  juftice  would  become  one 
of  the  moft  dreadful  calamities  that  could  poftibly 
afflict  mankind.  We  fhall  perceive,  that  fo 
fatal  an  agreement  among  nations,  would  bring 
the  world  back  to  that  ftate  of  plundering  and 
barbarifm  of  which  we  have  not  even  an  idea. 
What  advantage  will  the  Englifh  find,  in  infeft- 
ing  themfelves  with  our  villains,  and  in  fending 
their’s  to  us?  What  concern  can  we  have, 
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or  what  confidence  can  we  repofe,  in  men 
who  are  deftitute  of  faith  towards  their  fellow- 
citizens  ? Do  the  Englifh  expedt  more  honefty 
from  our’s  ? If  they  receive  them,  why  fhould 
a third  nation  expell  them  ? Is  it  intended  that 
perfidy  fiiould  wander,  with  impunity,  from  one 
country  to  another,  and  fpread  itfelf  over  the 
whole  furface  of  the  globe  ? I may  perhaps  ex- 
aggerate the  confequences  of  this  proceeding  : 
but  in  order  to  judge  properly  of  an  aélion,  we 
rnuft  confider  the  utmoll  extent  of  it’s  effedls. 
This  is  a certain  way  of  imprefling  the  mind 
more  forcibly  with  them. 

But  I may  be  alked,  in  what  manner  fhould 
the  Englifh  have  aded?  In  the  firft  inftance, 
they  w^ere  right  in  making  the  demand.  After- 
wards, they  fliould  have  gone  down  fword  in 
hand  into  the  afylums  of  their  deferters,  and 
fhould  have  laid  them  wafle.  Thps  it  is  that 
they  would  have  fhew’n  themfclves  brave  and 
upright  men.'  The  blqod  that;  would  have  been 
fpilt  would  not  have  been  imputed  to  them  j and 
they  would  have  been  applauded  by  all  the  people 
of  Europe,  interefted  in  the  fame  caufe. 

We  need  not  hov/ever  be  furprifed  that  both 
the  Englifh  and  French  fliould  reciprocally  grant 
a retreat  to  their  malefaffors,  when  we  daily  fee 
them  arrogating  to  themfclves  the  right  of  fend- 
ing them  to  each  other,  by  banifhing  them  from 
their  own  country  : a law,  which  is  as  contrary  to 
the  common  right,  as  that  which  fliould  authorifc 
a citizen,  whofe  dog  fliould  run  mad,  to  let  hirp 
loofe  in  the  houfe  of  his  neighbour,  would  b.p 
contrary  to  the  right  of  individuals. 
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But  a man  who  has  two  hands,  is  always  a 
fpecies  of  valuable  property. He  ought  there- 
fore not  to  be  concealed. It  may  alfp  be 

urged,  that  we  have  fome  reafon  to  exped,  fince 
there  are  a few  inftances  of  it,  that  a wicked 

man  may  amend. It  is  true,  there  may  be 

one  inftance  in  a hundred  of  fuch  an  amendment. 

■ But  the  queftion  is,  whether  for  the  chance 

of  having  one  bad  man  who  may  foiTake  his  evil 
ways,  it  be  prudent  to  keep  a hundred  incorri*» 
gible  villains. 
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There  was  however  another  diftant  objed,  i"what 

* connfts  the 

cxclufive  of  the  care  of  fettling  plantations,  which  importance 
entered  into  the  extenfive  views  of  the  Englifh.  nka? 
They  wilhed  to  attrad  the  produdions  of  the 
Trench  colonies  to  Dominica,  in  order  that  thev 
mieht  fecure  the  trade  of  them  to  themfelves. 

It  was  to  carry  this  great  projed  into  exiecution, 
that,  in  1766,  all  the  ports  of  the  ifland  were 
made  free.  A number  of  adive  and  enterprizing 
men  immediately  came  from  Europe,  and  from 
North  America.  Immenfe  ftores  of  corn,  fait 
hlh,  and  Baves,  were  formed  at  Rofeau.  This 
town  fupplied  the  wants  of  Martinico,  of  Guada- 
lupe, and  of  St.  Lucia;  and  received  in  payment, 
commodities  of  greater  or  lefs  value.  Thefe  ex- 
changes would  have  been  even  more  confider- 
able,  if  by  an  ill-judged  avidity  of  the  treafury. 

Great  Britain  had  not  herfelf  put  a reftraint  upon 
thefe  fraudulent  connedions. 

The  events  which  have  detached  the  American 
continent  from  England,  and  the  efforts  which 
fhe  French  are  making  to  extend  their  connedions 
o in 
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® XIV  ^ Africa,  muft  foon  reduce  the  ftaple  of  Domi- 
Ui— nica  to  nothing,  or  to  a trifle;  but  it  can  never 
be  deprived  of  the  advantage  of  it’s  pofltion. 
Situated  between  Guadalupe  and  Martinico,  at 
only  feven  leagues  diftance  from  each,  it  threatens 
them  equally.  At  both  it’s  extremities,  to  the 
North  and  to  the  South,  are  two  excellent  har- 
bours, from  whence  the  privateers  and  the  fleets 
may  intercept  the  navigation  between  the  mother- 
country  and  it’s  colonies,  and  even  the  commu- 
nication between  the  two  fettlements.  What 
would  be  the  confequence  if  the  northern  port, 
know’n  by  the  name  of  Prince  Rupert,  were 
changed,  as  it  might  eafily  be,  into  a harbour, 
and  furrounded  with  fortifications  ? This  plan, 

, it  is  faid,  hath  been  determined  upon  in  the  coun- 
cil of  George  III.  Every  circumftance  induces 
us  to  believe  that  it  will  never  be  carried  into 
execution;  the  nation  hath  too  much  confidence 
in  it's  naval  forces,  ever  to  incur  fuch  an  ex- 
pence. 

Laws  pecu-  DoMiNicA,  in  thcfe  latter  times,  hath  draw’n 
jaYnic*a.  °*  the  attention  of  all  America,  by  an  event,  the 
caufes  of  which  may  almoft  be  traced  as  far  back 
as  the  difeovery  of  the  New  World. 

Scarce  had  the  Europeans  marked  the  foil  of 
the  other  hemifphere  with  their  fanguinary  fteps, 
than  it  became  neceflary  to  procure  flaves  from 
Africa,  in  order  to  clear  it.  Women  were  found 
among  this  degraded  race,  whom  the  fcarcity  of 
females  rendered  agreeable  to  the  firfl;  colonifts^^ 
From  this  alliance,  which  feemed  to  be  repro- 
bated by  nature,  there  arofe  a mixt  generation, 

whofe 
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whofe  chains  were  often  broken  by  paternal  ten-  book 
dernefs.  A fentiment  of  goodnefs,  innate  in  man,  • j 
gave  liberty,  on  fome  occafions,  to  other  fiaves  ; 
and  a ftill  greater  number  of  captives  purchafed, 
their  freedom.  In  vain  did  a fufpicious  and 
provident  fylfem  of  policy  exclaim,  with  vehe-  ■*, 
mence,  againft  this  cullom,  applauded  by  huma- 
nity: the  bellowing  of  freedom  upon  Haves  was 
ftill  continued;  and  even  became  more  fre- 
quent. 

The  freed  men,  however,  were  not  put  upon 
an  entire  equality  with  their  former  mailers.  The 
laws  generally  imprinted  a mark  of  inferiority  on 
this  clafs  of  men.  They  were  flill  more  degraded 
by  prejudice,  in  the  frequent  occurrences  of  civil 
life.  Their  fituaiion  was  never  any  thing  more 
than  an  intermediate  Hate  between  flavery  and 
original  liberty. 

Distinctions  fo  humiliating  filled  the  minds 
of  thefe  freed-men  with  rage.  The  flave  is  com- 
monly in  fo  abjcift  a Hate,  that  he  doth  not  dare 
to  defy  his  tyrant;  he  can  do  nothing  more  than 
hate  him.  But  the  heart  of  a man  whofe  chains 
have  been  lhaken  olF,  hath  a greater  degree  of 
energy  ; he  both  hates,  and  bids  defiance  to  the 
white  men. 

The  dano-erous  elFecfts  of  thefe  finifter  difpo- 
fitions  fhould  have  been  prevented.  In  the  fo- 
cieties  of  Europe,  where  all  the  members  are 
equals,  where  the  interell  of  each  individual  is  • 

the  interell  of  the  whole  community;  we  are  not 
allowed  to  fuppofe  that  a citizen  would  intention- 
ally do  any  thing  injurious  to  the  general  good, 

unlefs 
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unlefs  there  are  ftrong  proofs  of  it.  But  in  Ame- 
rica, where  an  enormous  and  fingular  body  of 
men,  divided  in  opinions,  is  compofed  of  three 
different  claffes,  it  is  thought  right  to  facrificc 
the  two  laft  to  the  fecurity  of  the  former.  The 
flaves  are  kept  in  a perpetual  flate  of  oppreffion, 
and  the  freedmen  are  throw’n  into  prifon  upon 
the  flighteft  fufpicion.  Their  averfion  for  the 
white  people  is  confidered  as  a delinquency  of  a 
very  ferious  nature,  and  juftifies,  in  the  eyes  of 
authority,  all  the  precautions  that  are  taken 
againft  them.  It  is  to  this  ftrange  feverity  that 
moft  of  the  nations  have  wifhed  to  attribute  the 
kind  of  tranquillity  which  they  have  enjoyed  in 
their  fettlements  in  the  New  World. 

In  the  Englifh  colonies  alone  the  free  Negro 
is  upon  the  fame  footing  as  the  white  man.  The 
ftrortgeft  prefumptions  are  not  fufficient  to  au- 
thorize an  attack  upon  the  liberty  of  the  one,  any 
more  than  of  the  other.  Hence  it  happens  that 
the  law,  which  is  very  cautious,  for  fear  of  a 
miftake,  in  fixing  upon  the  criminal,  fometimes 
remains  inadive  for  a longer  time  than  is  confift- 
ent  with  the  public  advantage.  The  freedmen 
have  fometimes  abufed  thefe  indulgences  in  the 
Britifh  iflands  ; and  their  feditious  commotions 
have  obliged  Dominica  to  alter  it’s  fyftem. 

It  was  determined,  by  a bill  paffed  in  the 
month  of  September  1774,  that  no  colonift  fhould, 
for  the  future,  be  allowed  to  grant  liberty  to  any 
Have,  before  he  had  paid  too  pi  doles  * into  the 
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public  treafury.  But  if  the  Freedman  could  after- 
wards prove  that  he  could  not  gain  a fubfiftence 
by  his  labour,  he  was  to  receive  8o  livres  * every 
fix  months,  till  he  fhould  be  enabled,  by  more  fa- 
vourable circumftances,  to  do  without  this  af* 
fiftance. 

Every  Freedman,  convifled  by  the  depofïtiort 
of  two  witneffes,  either  free  or  flaves,  before  two 
juftices  of  the  peace,  of  being  guilty  of  any  of- 
fence that  is  not  capital,  is  to  be  whipped,  or  to 
pay  a fine,  or  to  be  imprifoned,  according  as 
the  magiftrates  ftiail  determine.  The  fame  pu- 
nilhments  are  to  be  infli6ted  upon  him  for  hav- 
ing difturbed  the  public  peace,  or  for  having  in- 
fulted,  threatened,  or  beaten  a white  man. 

A FREEDMAN  who  fliall  have  aflifted  a flave  to 
defert,  who  fhall  have  granted  an  afylum  to  him, 
or  accepted  of  his  fervices,  fhall  be  condemned 
to  a fine  of  200a  livres  t>  to  be  applied  to  pub- 
lic ufe.  If  the  culprit  fhould  be  unable  to  pay 
the  fum,  he  fhall  undergo  three  months  imprifon- 
ment,  or  be  whipped,  according  to  the  decilion 
of  the  juftices  of  the  peace. 

N o free  Negro,  Mulatto,  or  Meftee,  fliall  be 
allowed  to  vote  at  the  election  of  a reprefenta- 
tive  of  his  parifh,  in  the  general  aflembly  of 
the  colony.  Neither  proteftion  nor  fortune  can 
ever  efface  this  mark  of  reprobation. 

After  having  given  a feparate  account  of  each 
of  the  three  neutral  iftands  which  England  ac- 
quired by  the  treaty  of  1763,  it  is  incumbent 
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upon  us  to  (late  the  means  which  that  power 
hath  thought  proper  to  employ,  in  order  to  de- 
rive folid  advantages  from  their  profperity. 

At  firü,  government  thought  proper  to  fell  the 
different  portions  of  the  extenfive  foil  which  the 
fuccefs  of  the  war  had  given  to  them.  Had 
they  been  gratuitoufly  bellowed,  they  would 
have  been  obtained  by  favour  and  intrigue } and 
they  would  not  have  been  ufeful  for  a long  time. 
But  the  nation  was  well  convinced,  that  every 
citizen  who  fhould  have  employed  part  of  his  ca- 
pital in  the  acquifition  of  an  eftate,  would  not 
fail  to  lay  out  upon  it  what  was  neceffary  for 
him  to  make  the  moft  of  his  property. 

It  might,  however,  be  improper  to  exa£l 
the  immediate  payment  of  the  ceded  lands,  be- 
caufe  the  new  plantations  require  fuch  great  ex- 
pences  in  buildings,  in  cattle,  and  in  flaves.  On 
this  account,  it  was  fettled,  that  the  purchafer 
Ihould  not  be  obliged  to  pay  more  than  twenty 
per  cent,  in  the  firfl  inftance,  ten  per  cent,  the 
two  following  years,  and  afterwards  twenty  per 
cent,  every  year  after,  till  the  payment  was  com- 
pleted. He  was  to  be  divefted  of  all  his  privi- 
leges, if  he  did  not  fulfil  his  engagements  at  the 
ftated  periods.  . ‘ 

In  order  to  foften  what  might  appear  too  feverc 
in  this  law,  the  planter  was  allowed  to  change 
this  debt  into  a perpetual  annuity}  and  even  the 
firfl  payment  was  not  to  begin  till  a twelvemonth 
after  the  clearing  of  the  land. 

As  the  vafl  extent  of  the  eflates  had  vifibly  dimr- 
nifhed  the  mafs  of  the  produflions  in  the  iflands, 

which 
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\?hich  England  had  poflefled  for  a long  time,  it  was  book 
thought  proper  to  take  meafures  to  avoid  this  in- 
convenience  in  the  new  acquittions.  It  was  de- 
creed, that  no  perfon  Ihould  be  allowed  to  pur- 
chafe  more  than  one  plantation  ; and  that  the 
largeft  of  them  Ihould  not  exceed  five  hundred 
acres.  It  was  even  limited  to  three  hundred 
for  Dominica,  the  pofition  and  deftination  of 
which  required  a greater  number  of  Europeans# 
Government  alfo  decreed,  that  five  of  every  hun- 
dred acres  fhould  be  annually  cleared,  till  half 
the  plantation  fhould  be  cultivated  j and  that 
thofe  who  fhould  not  have  fulfilled  this  obliga- 
tion fhould  pay  a fine  of  112  livres  ten  fols* 
annually,  for  every  acre  of  ground  which  Ihould 
not  have  been  cultivated  in  the  limited  time. 

Every  colonift  was  obliged  alfo  to  put  one  white 
man,  or  two  white  women,  upon  every  hundred 
acres  of  his  territory,  under  the  penalty  of  pay- 
ing every  year  to  the  treafury  900  livres  -f-  for 
every  man,  and  half  of  that  fum  for  every  wo- 
man, that  fhould  be  wanting  to  make  up  the 
number  he  ought  to  have. 

This  laft  precaution  might  give  fome  confift- 
ence  to  the  new  fettlements  j but  it  was  thought 
they  would  one  day  fland  in  need  of  further  affifl- 
ance.  In  order  to  procure  it  for  them  in  time, 
gratuitous  conceffions  of  land,  from  ten  to 
thirty  acres,  have  been  granted  in  favour  of  the 
poor  who  chufe  to  fettle  in  thofe  iflands.  This 
was  a fufficient  portion  of  land  to  enable  them  to 
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^ — > which  they  would  never  have  experienced  in  the 
Old  Hemifphere.  From  an  apprehenfion  that 
they  might  lend  their  name  to  forne  rapacious 
man,  or  might  afterwards  fell  their  property  to 
him,  it  was  ordained,  that  they  Ihould  themfelves 
take  poffeiTion  of  the  land  three  months  after 
it  had  been  granted  to  them  ; that  they  fhould 
dwell  upon  it  for  twelve  months  confecutively  ; 

4 and  that  they  fhould  keep  it  for  feven  whole 

years.  After  this  time,  they  were  to  pay  a fine  of 
12  fols*  for  every  acre  which  Ihould  be  culti- 
vated, and  one  of  12  livres  5 fols  f for  thofe 
which  fhould  remain  uncultivated. 

The  Englifh  iflands  had  for  a long  while  com- 
plained of  the  want  of  rain,  becaufe  all  their  fo- 
rells  had  been  levelled.  In  order  to  prevent  this 
inconvenience  in  the  new  poffefllons,  the  commif- 
faries  were  ordered  to  preferve  for  the  crown  a 
fufficient  quantity  of  the  woods  to  attract  the 
clouds,  and  to  keep  up  that  degree  of  moiflure 
which  is  more  or  lefs  necelTary  for  all  the  plants 
peculiar  to  America. 

I.aftly,  None  of  the  fums  acquired  by  the  falc 
of  the  lands  were  to  belong  to  government,* 
They  were  all  to  be  confccrated  to  the  har- 
bours, to  the  fortifications,  and  to  other  objedls 
of  ufe  in  thofe  iflands. 

The  fate  of  the  Frenchj  refiding  in  great  num- 
bers at  Dominica  and  at  St.  Vincent,  remained 
ftill  to  be  fettled,  Thefe  planters  were  under 
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ho  kihd  of  apprehenfion  for  their  property.  They 
had  obtained  or  purchafed  it  from  the  Indians, 
and  had  been  confirmed  in  their  poflefflon  by  the 
government  of  Martinico,  who  required  of  them 
a flight  duty  in  return.  The  firfl:  of  thefe  titles 
could  be  of  no  weight  in  the  eyes  of  a conquer- 
ing power  ; -and  the  fécond  was  manifeftly  con- 
trary to  the  conventions  betv/een  the  courts  of 
London  and  of  Verfailles,  who  had  engaged 
themfelves  not  to  allow  their  refpeflive  fubjeéls  to 
fettle  in  the  neutral  iflands.  « 

The  expeftations,  therefore,  of  thofe  aflive 
men,  who  would  have  accelerated  the  progrefs  of 
the  two  colonies  which  they  themfelves  had 
founded,  were  entirely  frurtrated.  Whether  the 
Britifli  miniftry  were  apprehenfive  of  difgufting 
the  Englilh,  in  obliging  them  to  pay  for  a terri- 
tory, which  their  antient  rivals  continued  to  pof- 
fefs  gratuitoufly,  or  whether  a wifli  prevailed  of 
getting  rid  of  thofe  foreigners,  who,  by  their  re- 
ligion and  their  habits,  might  be  too  ftrongly  at- 
tached'-to  their  former  country,  it  was  regulated, 
that  the  French  fliould,  for  the  future,  enjoy 
their  plantations  only  upon  perpetual  leafes. 

This  hard  reftraint,  fo  contrary  to  the  maxims 
of  found  policy,  difperfcd  them.  The  emigra- 
tion was  not,  however,  univerfal.  After  the  firfl 
effedls  of  diflatisfadtion,  the  wifell  of  them  became 
fenfible  that  they  fhould  ftill  gain  more  by  repur- 
chafing  the  lands  which  they  already  enj,oyed, 
than  if  they  were  to  fettle  upon  a freih.  fpot  thaç 
would  coft  them  nothing. 
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Obftacles 
which  have 
prevented 
the  profpe- 
rity  of  the 
neutral 
iflandr. 


Great  Britain  entertained  great  expectations 
from  the  meafures  which  fhe  had  taken  for  the 
profperity  of  her  conquefts.  The  fuccefs  hath 
not  been  anfwerable  j and  the  caufes  of  this  fin- 
gular  difappointment  are  well  know’n. 

The  three  neutral  iflands  were  fcarce  fecured 
to  England  by  the  treaties,  than  it  became  a 
general  paffion  to  form  fettlements  upon  them. 
This  epidemical  madnefs  made  the  lands  which 
were  fold  by  government  rife  to  an  extrava- 
gant price.  As  a bold  fpirit  of  cnterprize  was 
the  only  fortune  moft  of  the  purchafers  had,  cre- 
dit became  their  only  refource.  They  found  it 
in  London,  and  in  fome  other  trading  places, 
the  merchants  of  which,  mifled  by  the  fame  illu- 
fion,  borrowed  confiderable  fums  at  a low  intereft, 
in  order  to  lend  them  to  thefe  enterprifing  fpecu- 
lators  at  an  advanced  intereft. 


The  new  proprietors,  moft  of  whom  had  pur- 
chafed  a foil,  without  taking  the  trouble  of  exa- 
mining it,  proceeded  with  the  fame  levity  in  the 
formation  of  their  plantations.  The  coafts,  and 
the  interior  parts  of  the  iflands,  were  foon  co- 
vered with  mafters  and  flaves,  -equally  inexpe- 
rienced in  the  laborious  and  difficult  art  of  clear- 
ing the  lands.  This  occafioned  numberlefs  faults 
and  misfortunes.  The  evil  became  extreme,  and 
foon  broke  out. 

The  colonifts  had  borrowed  at  eight  per  cent, 
in  1766,  or  about  that  period,  and  the  loan  was 
to  be  paid  five'  years  after.  The  impoflibility 
they  found  of  fulfilling  thefe  engagements  alarmed 
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their  Eirropeoiri  creciiirons.  Difappointed  of  .the 
remitta-ftcefS  ,the.y  e-xpedtedj  thefe  .rapacious  lend- 
ers werrf*  at  ilen.gth  undeceived,;  and -the  greater 
their  crxfdiulity  had  been,  the  more  adlive  did  their 
anxiety  bacome.  Having  irecourfe  to  the  autho- 
rity of  the  law,  they  expelled  from  their  planta- 
tions (the  imhappy  men  .who  had  been  unfortu- 
nately reduced  by  rafli  expeftations.  Thus  end- 
ued cbe  dclufive  iprofpecl  of  the  new  Englifli  co- 
lionies. 

But  this  great  commotion  ,mu{l  be  attended 
with  ifavtaurable  confequences.  The  manures'un- 
dertaken  by  men  without  powersj  and  who  are 
reduced  toitheir  original ipovertyj  williprocure  to 
the  nation  ithe  fame  advantages  that  ufu^lly  re- 
fult  from  an  irregular  and  diforderly  ferment, in 
the  date.  A 'foil  which  languilhed  in  the  hands 
of  the  firft  poflefl'ors,  will  be  cultivated  with  bet- 
ter means,  with  more  (intelligence  and  ceconomy. 
While  we  are  expeifting  the  eflTeds  of  this  new 
effort  of  linduftry  and  aélivity,  let  us  refume  the 
account  of  the  .Englifh.pofi'effions  in- the  Ameri- 
can Archipelago.  To  afcertain  the  value  of  the 
colonies  of  a maritime  and  commercial  power,  is 
to  make  an  eftimate  of  it’s  ftrength. 

The  Britifh  iflands  in  the  Weft  Indies  are  in 
general  more  extenfive  than  they  are  fertile. 
Mountains,  which  cannot  be  cultivated,  occupy 
a great  fpace  in  fome  of  them,  and  others  are  en- 
tirely, or  partly,  formed  of  a chalky  foil,  which 
produces  but  very  little.  The  beft  have  been 
cleared  for  a long  time,  and  require  the  affiftance 
of  manures,  which  are  imperfedt  and  tfcarce  in 
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this  part  of  the  New  World.  Moll  of  them  have 
been  flripped  of  the  forefts,  by  which  they  were 
originally  flieltered,  and  are'expofed  to  droughts, 
which  often  ruin  the  labours  undertaken  with  the 
ftrifteft  attention,  and  carried  on  at  a great  ex- 
pence. 

Accordingly,  the  increafe  of  provifions  hath 
not  been  proportioned  to  the  number  of  hands 
employed  in  obtaining  them.  There  are  at  this 
time  in  thofe  colonies  four  hundred  thoufand 
flaves,  who  by  their  labours  fcarce  produce  two 
thirds  of  the  income  that  is  colle6led  from  a richer 
foil  with  the  fame  means. 

The  number  of  white  people  hath  generally 
dirainifhed  in  proportion  to  the  increafe  of  the 
Negroes.  Not  but  that  there  were  as  many  idle 
or  indigent  men  in  England  to  replace  thofe  who 
perifhed,  or  who  difappeared  with  the  fortunes 
they  had  acquired,  as  at  the  time  of  the  firft  emi- 
gration ; but  the  fpirit  of  adYenture,  which  the 
novelty  of  the  objeft,  and  the  concurrence  of  cir- 
cumftances  had  excited,  was  either  checked  or 
annihilated.  On  one  hand,  the  fpace  which  was 
occupied  by  the  fmaller  cultures  hath  been  fuc- 
celTively  filled  with  fugar  plantations,  which  re- 
quire an  immenfe  extent  of  territory  ; and  on  the 
other,  the  proprietors  of  thefe  great  plantations 
have  reduced,  as  much  as  poffible,  the  number 
of  their  agents,  \vhofe  falaries  were  become  a 
heavy  burthen. 

Since  this  revolution,  the  Brrtifli  iflands  have 
ftill  greater  reafon  than  ever  to  be  apprehenfive 
of  plunder  and  of  invafion.  Their  colonifts,  who 
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are  all  enlifled,  were  formerly  ftrong  enough  at 
lead  to  repel  a weak  and  ill-armed  enemy.  Mod 
of  them  might  at  prefent  be  taken  by  furprize, 
fliould  the  navy  of 'the  mother  country  ceafe  one 
moment  to  protedl  them.  It  is  a great  point,  if 
in  the  prefent  date  the  militia  are  able  to  contain 
the  Negroes,  who  are  more  unfortunate  under 
the  Englidi  dominion  than  under  any  other.  For 
it  Ihould  feem,  that  the  harddiips  of  flavery  were 
fo  much  the  greater  among  free  nations,  in  pro- 
portion as  it  is  more  unjud,  and  more  foreign  to 
the  conditution.  Such  is  the  progrefs  of  man  to- 
wards independence,  that  after  having  fhaken  off 
the  yoke,  he  wifhes  to  impofe  it  upon  others  j 
and  that  thofe  who  are  the  mod  impatient  of 
fervitude  become  the  fonded  of  dominion  ! 

The  Wed  Indies  were  never  dibjecled  to  any 
impod  by  Great  Britain.  But  in  1663,  Barba- 
does,  and  the  other  iflands,  except  Jamaica,  vo- 
luntarily engaged  to  pay  a perpetual  tax  of  four 
per  cent,  upon  all  their  produdlions  which  fliould 
be  exported.  So  great  an  a6t  of  generoflty  hath 
fince  appeared  burdenfome,  and  the  weight  of  it 
was  alleviated  as  much  as  polTible.  As  this  ob- 
ligation is  paid  in  commodities,  there  are  fcarce 
any  delivered  to  government  except  fuch  as  are 
in  fome  refpeft  faulty,  and  the  colonids  are  not 
more  fcrupulous  with  regard  to  their  weight  than 
to  their  quality.  Thus  it  is  that  the  treafury  re^- 
ceives  only  two  thirds  of  the  gift  which  was  for- 
merly granted  to  them 

This  is  dill  too  much  for  fettlemenrs  that  are 
obliged  to  defray  their  internal  expences  them- 
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E o K felves.  Thefe  were  very  confiderable  when  thofe 


colonies  regulated  all  their  own  affairs,  or  erefted 


the  fortifications  judged  necefrary  f3r  their  fecu- 
rity.  The  taxes  were  multiplied  at  this  period  ; 
and  every  difagreeable  event  brought  on  frelli 
ones,  becaufe  it  was  thought  more  prudent  to  re- 
quire contributions  of  the  citizens,  than  to  have 
recourfe  to  public  engagements.  Time  hath 
diminifhed  the  wants,  and  it  has  been  found  ne- 
ceffary  to  provide  for  thofe  which  remained,  with 
more  ccconomy,  becaufe  the  planters  have  not 
the  fame  refources.  The  taxes  are  at  prefent  in- 
eonfiderable,  and  they  might  ilill  be  reduced,  if 
thofe  who  fill  the  polls  of  adminiftration,  in  ma- 
nireft  contradidion  to  the  republican  fpirit,  which 
is  that  of  difintereftednefs,  did  not  require  large 
falaries. 

But  this  is  an  unavoidable  inconvenience  at- 
tending a commercial  nation.  Whether  free  or 
not,  they  ultimately  love  or  value  nothing  but 
wealth.  The  thirft  of  gold  being  more  the  work 
of  imagination  than  of  neceflity,  we  are  not  fa- 
tiated  with  riches,  as  we  are  with  the  objefts  that 
gratify  our  other  paffions.  The  latter  are  diftinft 
and  tranfienti  they  either  counteraél  or  fucceed 
each  other  j whereas  the  thirft  of  gold  feeds  and 
fatisfies  all  the  other  paffions,  at  lead  it  fup- 
plies  their  place,  in  proportion  as  it  exhaufls 
them,  by  the  means  it  contributes  towards  the 
gratification  of  them.  There  is  no  habit  which 
is  more  confirmed  by  cuftom  than  that  of  amaffi- 
ing  riches.  It  feems  equally  to  be  excited  by  the 
çnjoyments  qf  vanity,  and  by  the  felf-denial  of 
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avarice.  The  rich  man  always  wants  to  fill  or  to 
increafe  his  treafure.  This  is  a confiant  obferva- 
tion,  which  extends  from  individuals  to  nations. 

Since  larsre  fortunes  have  been  raifed  in  Eno-- 

c> 

land  by  trade,  the  defirc  of  wealth  is  become  the 
univerfal  and  ruling  palfion.  Such  citizens  as 
have  not  been  able,  or  did  not  chufe  to  follow 
this  lucrative  profeflion,  have  ftill  turned  their 
views  to  that  gain  which  the  manners  and  opi- 
nion of  the  times  have  made  necelfary.  Even  in 
afpiring  to  honours,  they  hunt  after  riches.  In 
following  the  career  of  thofe  laws  and  virtues, 
which  ought  ever  mutually  to  afiifi  each  other, 
even  in  obtaining  the  honour  of  a feat  in  parlia- 
ment, they  have  found  out  the  way  of  aggrandi- 
zing  their  fortune.  In  order  to  be  chofen  mem- 
bers of  this  powerful  body,  they  have  bribed  the 
votes  of  the  people  ; and  have  not  been  more 
afiiamed  of  felling  thefe  very  people  to  the  court, 
than  they  were  of  having  bought  them.  Every 
vote  in  the  fenate  of  the  empire  is  become  venal. 
A celebrated  minifier  had  a book  of  rates  of  the 
probity  of  each  member,  and  openly  boafied  of 
it,  to  the  difgrace  of  the  Englifii.  It  was  the 
duty  of  his  office,  he  faid,  to  buy  off  the  repre- 
fentatives  of  the  nation,  in  order  that  they  fliould 
vote,  not  againft,  but  according  to  their  con- 
fcience.  But  what  can  confcience  avail  againft 
the  allurements  of  gain  ? If  the  mercantile  Ipiric 
hath  been  able  to  diffufe  in  the  mother-country 
the  contagion  of  perfonal  intereft,  how  is  it  pof- 
fible  that  it  ffiould  not  have  infedled  the  colonies 
of  which  it  is  the  principal  and  the  fupport.? 
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® xjv  ^ true,  that  in  proud  Albion,  a man  who. 

fhould  be  generous  enough  to  ferve  his  country 
for  the  mere  love  of  glory,  would  be  confidered 
as  a man  of  another  world,  and  of  the  laft  age  ? 
Vain-glorious  idand,  may  thine  enemies  renounce 
this  fordid  fpirit  of  interefl,  and  thou  wilt  one 
day  reltore  to  them  all  they  have  loft  ! 

Nevertheless,  opulence  feems  to  prevail  in 
the  Englifh  fettlements  in  the  Weft  Indies.  This 
is  becaufe  the  proceedings  of  arbitrary  autho- 
rity, which  afflidl  fo  many  other  countries,  are 
unknow’n  here  ; becaufe  there  are  none  of  thofe 
■ vile  inftruments  of  the  treafury,  who  deftroy  the 

bafts  of  property,  in  order  to  eftablilb  the  forms 
of  it  : becaufe  the  culture  of  fugar  hath  been 
fubftituted  there,  to  that  of  produdlions  of  little 
value  ; becaufe  the  plantations  belong  in  general 
to  rich  men,  or  to  powerful  aflbciations,  which 
never  fuffer  them  to  want  the  neceflary  means  for 
their  improvement  : becaufe  if  fome  unfortunate, 
cafualty  fhould  reduce  the  colonift  to  the  necef- 
fity  of  borrowing,  he  obtains  the  loan  eaftly, 
and  at  a cheap  rate  j for  his  pofleflibns  are  mort- 
gaged to  his  creditor,  and  the  payment  is  fecured 
at  the  ftated  times  : becaufe  thefe  iflands  are  lefs 
expofed  to  devaftation  and  invafton,  than  the  pof- 
felftons  of  other  powers,  that  are  rich  in  produc- 
tions, and  poor  in  fhips  : becaufe  the  events  of 
, the  moft  obftinate  and  moft  deftrudive  wars  never 
prevent,  and  feldom  retard,  the  exportation  of 
their  commodities  : in'aword,  it  is  becaufe  the 
Britifli  ports  always  open  to  their  principal  crops 
a more  advantageous  mart  than  their  rivals  can 
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cjcpeft  any  where  elfe.  Accordingly,  the  lands  boo  k 
cpnllantly  bear  a very  high  price  in  the  Englilh  ■ . 

illands,  both  the  Europeans  and  the  Americans 
being  equally  eager  to  purchafe  them. 

These  lands  would  ftill  have  been  in  greater 
requeft,  if  the  accefs  to  the  Weft  Indies  had  been 
lei's  rigidly  prohibited  to  foreign  navigators  ; if 
they  had  been  at  liberty  to  chufe  their  own  pur- 
‘ chafers  throughout  the  globe.  But  a fet  of  laws, 
the  regulations  of  which  it  hath  never  been  pof- 
fible  to  elude,  have  concentrated  their  connexions 
within  the  limits  of  their  own  empire,  with  the 
national  provinces  of  both  hemifpheres. 

These  colonies  do  not  find  uuon  their  own 
territory,  either  provifion  for  their  own  fubfift- 
ence,  or  beafts  of  burthen  for  their  labours,  or 
woods  for  their  buildings.  They  were  fupplied 
with  thefe  objeXs  of  primary  nt^cefiity  by  North 
America,  which  received  in  payment  rum  and 
other  produXions,  to  the  amount  of  three  or  four 
millions  of  livres  * every  year.  The  troubles 
which  have  divided  Old  and  New  England  have 
interrupted  this  communication,  to  the  great  de- 
triment of  the  ifiands.  Till  neceffities  of  an  urgent 
nature  Ihall  caufe  it  to  be  opened  again,  or  till 
other  connexions  fhall  be  formed,  to  be  fubfti- 
tuted  to  it,  the  Weft  Indies  will  have  no  other 
vent  for  their  produXions  than  that  which  Great 
Britain  will  furnifti  them. 

At  the  prefent  period,  England  receives  an- 
nually from  the  ifiands  fhe  occupies  in  the  Weft 
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® XIV  ^ to  the  amount  of  about  ninety-three  mil- 

u— — > lions  of  livres  * in  commodities,  including  fixteen 
or  feventeen  millions  f which  they  pay  to  govern- 
ment, and  the  rum  which  Ireland  receives  diredly 
in  payment  for  the  fait  provifions  which  it  fur- 
nilhes  to  the  colonies. 

Almost  all  the  fugar,  which  forms  three-fourths 
of  the  produce  of  the  iflands,  is  confumed  in  the 
kingdom  itfelf,  or  is  carried  to  Jreland.  It  is 
feldom  that  any  of  it  is  fent  to^flamburgh  or  to 
other  markets. 

The  exports  which  Great  Britain  makes  of  the 
produftion  of  the  iflands,  do  not  annually  exceed 
I'even  or  eight  millions  of  livres  If  we  add  to 
this  fum  what  fhe  muft  gain  upon  her  cottons, 
which  fhe  manufa6lures  with  fo  much  fuccefs, 
and  which  are  diffufed  throughout  a great  part 
of  the  globe,  we  fliall  have  a tolerably  exadl 
idea  of  the  advantages  which  this  empire  derives 
from  the  Weft  Indies. 

The  iflands  receive  in  payment  their  furniture 
and  cloathing,  the  utenfils  neceflary  for  their 
manufadlures,  a great  deal  of  hard  ware,  and 
flaves  for  the  working  of  their  lands.  But  the 
things  that  are  fent  to  them  are  infinitely  inferior 
in  value  to  thofe  which  are  receiyed  from  them. 
We  muft  deduct  the  expences  of  navigation  and 
of  infurance,  the  commiflion,  or  the  profit  of  the 
merchant.  We  muft  dedu(5l  the  intereft  of  fix- 
teen millions  fterling,  which  thefe  colonies  owe 

* 3,875,000!. 

f From  666,666  i.  13s.  4 d.  10708,3331.63.  8 d. 

1 Frpm  701,6661.  13?.  4d.  to  333,333  !•. 
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to  the  mother-country.  We  muft  deduél  what  book 
the  proprietors  of  the  rich  plantations  fpend  in 
England,  where  they  habitually  refide.  If  we 
except  the  pofleflions  acquired  or  fecured  by  the 
treaties  of  1763,  the  infant  plantations  of  which 
are  ftill  in  want  of  advances,  the  other  pofleflions 
of  the  Weft  Indies,  fcarce  receive  in  their  har- 
bours the  fourth  part  of  the  value  which  they  fend 
out  from  them. 

It  was  the  capital  of  the  empire,  which  for- 
merly fent  out  almoft  all  the  exports,  and  received 
almoft  all  the  returns.  Men  of  enlightened  un- 
derftanding  were  very  properly  incenfed  at  this 
evil.  But  London  is  at  lead  the  fineft  port  in 
England.  ' It  is  there  that  fhips  are  built,  and 
manufadures  are  carried  on.  London  furnifhes 
feamen  for  navigation,  and  hands  for  commerce. 

It  ftands  in  a temperate,  fruitful,  and  central 
country.  Every  thing  has  a free  paiTage  in  and 
out  of  it.  It  may  be  truly  faid  to  be  the  heart  of 
the  body  politic  from  it’s  local  pofition.  That 
city  is  not  filled  with  proud  and  idle  men,  who 
only  encumber  and  opprefs  a laborious  people. 

It  is  the  feat  of  the  national  affembly.  There 
the  king’s  palace  is  neither  vaft  nor  empty.  He 
reigns  in  it  by  his  prefence,  which  animates  every 
thing.  There  the  fenate  didates  the  laws,  agree- 
able to  the  fenfe  of  the  people  it  reprefents.  It 
neither  fears  the  eye  of  the  monarch,  nor  the 
frowns  of  the  miniftry.  E^ndon  has  not  arrived 
to  it’s  prefent  greatnefs  by  the  influence  of  go- 
vernment, which  drains  and  over-rules  all  na- 
tural caufesi  but  by  the  ordinary  impulfe  of  men 

^nd 


4*2 


HISTORY  OF  SETTLEMENTS  AND  TRADE 


P ^ things,  and  by  a kind  of  attradion  of  com-r 
rnerce.  It  is  the  fea,  it  is  England,  it  is  the 
whole  world  that  makes  London  rich  and  po- 
pulous. 

Nevertheless  this  immenfe  ftaple  hath  loft, 
in  procefs  of  time,  fomething  of  that  fpecies  of 
monopoly  which  it  exercifed  over  the  colonies 
and  over  the  provinces.  Briftol,  Liverpool,  Lan- 
cafter,  and  Glafgow,  have  taken  a confiderable 
fhare  in  this  great  circulation.  A more  general 
competition  would  even  have  been  eftablilhed,  if 
a new  fyftem  of  manners,  a diflike  for  a retired 
life,  the  defire  of  approaching  the  throne,  and  an 
effeminacy  and  corruption  which  have  exceeded 
all  bounds,  had  not  colleded  at  London,  or 
within  it’s  diftrid,  a third  part  of  the  population 
of  the  whole  kingdom,  and  efpecially  the  great 
confumers. 

The  hiftory  of  the  great  American  Archipelago 
cannot  be  better  concluded,  than  by  a recapitu- 
draws  from  lation  of  the  advantages  it  procures  to  thofe  pow- 
can  iflMd"*  ers  which  have  fucceffively  invaded  it.  It  is  only 
by  the  impulfe  which  the  immenfe  produdions  of 
this  Archipelago  have  given  to  trade,  that  it  muff 
ever  hold  a diftinguifhed  place  in  the  annals  of 
nations  Î fince,  in  fad,  riches  are  the  fpring  of 
all  the  great  revolutions  that  difturb  the  globe. 
The  colonies  of  Afia  Minor  occafioned  both  the 
fplendour  of  that  quarter  of  the  earth  and  the 
downfal  of  Greece.  Rome,  which  was  at  firff 
defirous  of  fubduing  nations  only  to  govern  them, 
was  flopped  in  the  progrefs  of  her  greatnefs,  when 
ffie  acquired  the  poflefflon  of  the  treafures  of  the 
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taft.  War  fcemed  to  flumber  for  a while  in 
Europe,  in  order  to  invade  a New  World  : and 
has  fince  been  fo  often  renewed  there,  merely  to 
divide  the  fpoils.  Poverty,  which  will  always 
be  the  lot  of  the  greater  part  of  mankind,  and 
the  choice  of  a few  wife  men,  makes  no  difturbance 
in  the  world,  fdiftory,  therefore,  can  only  treat 
of  maffacres  or  richeSé 

The  iflands  of  the  other  hemifphere  yield  an* 
nually  fifteen  millions  of  livres*  to  Spain;  eight 
millions  f to  Denmark  ; thirty  millions  to  Hoi* 
land  ; eighty-two  millions  H to  England  j and 
one  hundred  and  twenty-fix  millions  § to  France* 
-The  productions  therefore  gathered  in  fields  that 
were  totally  uncultivated  within  thefe  three  cen* 
furies,  are  fold  in  our  continent  for  about  two 
hundred  and  fixty-one  millions  of  livres 

This  is  not  a gift  that  the  New  World  makes 
to  the  Old.  The  people  who  receive  this  im* 
portant  fruit  of  the  labour  of  their  fubjeéls  fettled 
in  America,  give  in  exchange,  though  with  evi- 
dent advantage  to  themfelves,  the  produce  of  their 
foil  and  of  their  manufactures.  Some  confume 
the  whole  of  what  they  draw  from  thefe  diftant 
poffefiions  ; others,  make  the  overplus  the  bafis 
of  a profperous  trade  with  their  neighbours. 
Thus  every  nation  that  is  pofieficd  of  property  in 
the  New  World,  if  it  be  truly  induftrious,  gains 
{till  lefs  by  the  number  of  men  it  maintains  abroad 
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without  any  expence,  than  by  the  population  which 
thofe  procure  it  at  home.  Tq  fubfill  a colony  in 
Americaj  it  is  neceflfary  to  cultivate  a province  in 
Europe  ; and  this  additional  labour  increafes  the 
inward  ftrength  and  real  wealth  of  the  nation. 
The  whole  globe  is  fenüble  of  this  impulfe. 

The  labours  of  .the  people  fettled  in  thofe 
iQands,  are  the  foie  balls  of  the  African  trade:  they 
extend  the  filheries  and  the  cultures  of  North  Arfie- 
rica,  afford  a good  market  for  the  -manufactures 
of  Afiaj  and  double,  perhaps  treble,  the  adtivity 
af  all  Europe.  They  may  be  coniidered  as  the 
principal  caufe  of  the  rapid  motion  which  now 
agitates  the  univeiTe.  This  ferment  muft  in- 
creafe,  in  proportion  as  cultures,  that  are  fo  ca*- 
pable  of  being  extended,  fball  approach  nearer  to 
their  higheft  degree  of  perfeflion. 

Nothing  would  be  more  likely  to  haflcn  this 
happy  period,  than  to  give  up  the  exclufive  trade, 
which  every  nation  has  referved  to  k-felf  in  it’s 
own  colonies.  An  unlimited  freedom  to  trade 
with  all  the  iQands,  would  be  productive  of  the 
greateft  efforts,  by  exciting  a general  competition. 
Men  who  are  infpired  with  the  love  of  humanity, 
and  are  enlightened  by  that  facred  fire,  have  ever 
wifhed  to  fee  every  obftacle  removed  that  inter- 
cepts a direft  communication  of  all  the  ports  of 
America,  with  all  thofe  of  Europe.  The  feveral 
governments,  which  being  almoft  all  corrupt  in 
their  origin,  cannot  be  inQuenced  by  this  prin- 
ciple of  univerfal  benevolence,  have  imagined 
that  affociations,  moflly  founded  on  the  feparate 
intereft  of  each  nation,  or  of  one  fingle  indivi- 
f dual. 
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dual,  ought  to  be  formed  in  order  to  confine  all 
the  connedlions  of  every  colony  to  it’s  refpedlive 
mother-country.  The  opinion  is,  that  thefe  re- 
ftraining  laws  fecure  to  each  commercial  nation 
in  Europe  the  fale  of.  it’s  own  territorial  produc- 
tions, the  means  of  procuring  fuch  foreign  com- 
modities as  it  may  ftand  in  need  of,  and  an  ad- 
vantageous balance  with  all  the  other  trading 
nations. 

This  fyftem,  which  was  long  thought  to  be  the 
beft,  has  been  vigoroufly  oppofed,  when  the  theory 
of  commerce  had  once  fliaken  off  the  fetters  of 
prejudice.  It  has  been  alleged,  that  no  nation 
can  fupply  all  the  real  or  imaginary  wants  of  it’s 
colonies  out  of  it’s  own  property.  There  is  not 
one  that  is  not  obliged  to  get  fome  articles  from 
abroad,  in  order  to  complete  the  cargoes  deftined 
for  America.  From  this  neceffity  arifes  at  leafl 
an  indirefl  communication  of  all  nations  with, 
thofe  diilant  pofTeffions.  Would  it  not  be  more 
eligible  to  convey  each  article  to  it’s  deftination 
in  a direft  line,  than  by  this  indirefl  way  of  ex^- 
change  ? This  plan  would  be  attended  with  lefs 
cxpence  j would  promote  both  culture  and  con- 
fumption,  and  bring  an  increafe  of  revenue  to  the 
public  treafury  : an  infinite  number  of  advan- 
tages would  accrue  to  the  mother-countries, 
which  would  make  them  full  amends  for  the  ex- 
clufive  right  they  all  claim,  to  their  reciprocal 
injury. 

These  maxims  are  true,  folid,  and  ufeful,  but 
they  will  not  be  adopted.  The  reafon  is  this.  A 

great  revolution  is  preparing  in  the  trade  of  Eu- 
rope, 
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rope,  and  is  already  too  far  advanced  not  to  be 
completed.  Every  government  is  endeavouring 
to  do  without  the  affiftance  of  foreign  induftry. 
Moft  of  them  have  fucceeded,  and  the  reft  will 
not  be  long  before  they  free  themfelves  from  this 
dependence.  Already  the  Englifh  and. the  French,’ 
who  are  the  great  manufaclurers  of  Europe,  fee 
their  mafter- pieces  of  workmanfhip  refufed  on 
all  fides.  Will  thefe  two  nations,  which  are  at  the 
fame  time  the  greateft  planters  in  the  iflands,  open 
their  ports  to  thofe  who  force  them,  as  it  were, 
to  fhut  up  their  manufa<5lures  at  home  ? The 
more  they  lofe  in  the  foreign  markets,  the  lefs 
they  will  confent  to  a competition  in  the  only 
market  they  have  left.  They  will  rather  ftrive 
to  extend  it,  that  they  may  have  a greater  de- 
mand for  their  commodities,  and  a greater  fup- 
ply  of  American  produdlions.  It  is  by  thefe  re- 
turns that  they  will  preferve  their  advantage  in 
the  balance  of  trade,  without  being  apprehenfive 
that  the  plenty  of  thefe  produdlions  will  lower 
their  value.  The  progrefs  of  induftry  in  our 
continent  muft  increafe  population  and  wealthy 
and  of  courfe  the  confumption  and  value  of  the 
produdtions  of  the  Antilles,  . 

But  what  will  become  of  this  part  of  the  New 
World?  Will  the  fettleniients  that  render  it  fo 
flourilhing,  always  remain  in  the  hands  of  their 
original  poflTeflTorsj  or  will  the  mafters  of  them 
be  changed?  If  a revolution  fhould  take  place  in 
them,  by  what  means  will  it  be  brought  about, 
and  what  people  will  reap  the  advantage  of  it? 
Thefe  are  queftions  that  alFord  much  room  for 
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conjedure,  which  may  be  aflifted  by  the  follow- 
ing reflexions. 

The  iflarids  depend  totally  upon  Europe  for  a 
fupply  of  all  their  wants.  Thofe  which  only 
refpcX  wearing  apparel  and  implements  of  huf- 
bandry  will  admit  of  delay;  but  the  leaft  difap- 
pointmentj  with  regard  to  provifions,  fpreads  a 
general  alarm,  and  caufes  univerfal  defolation, 
which  rather  tempts  the  people  to  wiib  for,  than  to 
fear  the  approach  of  an  enemy.  And,  indeed, 
it  is  a common  faying  in  the  colonies,  that  they 
will  never  fail  to  capitulate  with  afquadron  ftored 
with  barrels  of  flour  inftead  of  gunpowder.  If 
we  pretend  to  obviate  this  inconvenience,  by 
obliging  the  inhabitants  to  cultivate  for  their  own 
fubfiftence,  we  defeat  the  very  end  of  thefe  fettle- 
ments,  without  any  real  advantage.  The  mo- 
ther-country would  deprive  herfelf  of  a great  part 
of  the  rich  produce  of  her  colonies,  and  would 
not  oreferve  them  from  invafion. 

i 

In  vain  fliould  we  hope  to  repulfe  an  invafion 
by  the  help  of  Negroes,  born  in  a climate  where 
effeminacy  ftifles  the  feeds  of  courage,  and  who 
are  Hill  more  enervated  by  flavery,  and,  confe- 
quently,  but  little  concerned  in  the  choice  of  their 
tyrants.  In  fuch  hands,  the  beft  weapons  muft 
be  ufelefs.  It  might  even  be  apprehended  that 
they  would  turn  them  againft  their  mercilefs  op- 
preffdrs. 

The  white  people  appear  to  be  better  de- 
fenders of  the  colonies.  Befide  the  courage  which 
liberty  naturally  infpires,  they  muft  alfo  be  anH 
mated  with  that  which  exclufively  belongs  to 
VoL.  VI,  E e great 
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great Ipraprietdrs.  They  are  not  men  debafed  by 
i coarfe  labours,  by  obfcure  occupations,  or  by 
indigence.  The  abfolute  fway  which  they  ex- 
ercile  'in  'their  plantations,  mud  have  .infpired 
tlienh  with  .pride  and  ;greatnefs  of  foul.  But, 
difperfed  as  they  are  among  vaft  pofleffions, 
what  can  their  fmall  number  avail  ? And  would 
they  even  ;prevent  an  invafion,  were  they  able  to 
do  it. 

All  the  colonifts  hold  it  as  a maxim,  that 
their  iflands  are  to  be  confidered  as  thofe  great 
cities ‘in  Europe,  which,  lying  open  to  the  firft- 
comer,  'change  their  dominion  without  an  attack, 
without  a fiege,  and  almofl;  withoufbeing  fenfible 
of  the  war.  The'ftrongeft  is  their  mafter.  The 
inhabitants  exdlaim,  God  fave  the  conqueror!  in 
imitation  of  the  Italians,  who  have  pafled  and 
repaired  from  one ’yoke  to  another  in  the  courfe 
of  a campaign.  Whether  the  city  fhould  return, 
at  the  time  of  peace,  under  it*s  former  govern- 
ment, or  fliould  remain  in  the  hands  of  the  vidlor, 
it  has  loft  nothing  of  it’s  fplendour  ; while  townsj  , 
that  are-defended  by  ramparts  and  difficult  to  be 
taken,  are  always  depopulated  and  reduced  to  a 
heap  of  ruins.  Accordingly,  there  is  fcarce, 
perhaps,  one  inhabitant  in  the  American  iflands, 
who  does  not  confider  it  to  be  a fatal  prejudice 
to  expofe  his  fortune  for  the  fake  of  his  country. 

Of  what  importance  is  it  to  this  rapacious  calcu- 
lator whofe  laws  he  obeys,  if  his  crops  are  left 
ftanding?  It  is  to  enrich  himfelf  that  he  has 
crofted  the  Teas.  If  he  preferves  his  treafure,  his 
purpofe  is  anfwered.  Can  the  mother-countrv 
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that  forfakes  him,  and  frequently  after  having 
tyrannized  over  him  j that  is  ready  to  give  him 
up,  or,  perhaps,  to  fell  him,  at  the  conclufion  of 
a peace,  have  any  claim  to  the  faerifice  of  his 
life?  Jt  is  no  doubt  a glorious  thing  to  die  for 
one’s  country.  But  a Hate,  where  the  profpe- 
rity  of  the  nation  is  facrificed  to  forms  of  govern- 
ment j where  the  art  ofimpoling  upon  men  is  the 
art  of  training  up  fubjedsj  where  (laves  are 
wanted  inftead  of  citizens;  where  war  is  declared, 
and  peace  concluded,  without  confulting  the 
opinion  or  the  wilhes  of  the  people  ; where  evil 
defigns  are  always  countenanced  by  the  intrigues 
of  debauchery,  or  the  practices  of  monopoly  ; and 
where  ufeful  plans  are  only  adopted  with  fuch 
redridions  as  prevent  their  being  carried  into 
execution  t is  this  the  country  for  which  our  blood 
lliould  be  facrificed  ? 

The  fortifications,  ere6led  for  the  defence  of  the 
colonies,  will  fecure  them  no  better  than  the 
efforts  of  the  inhabitants.  Even  if  they  were 
ftronger,  and  better  guarded  and  ftored  than 
they  have  ever  been,  they  mufl  always  furrender 
unlefs  they  are  fuccoured.  Should  the  refiftance 
hold  out  above  fix  months,  that  circumftance 
would  not  difcourage  the  befiegers,  who,  being 
within  reach  of  a confiant  fupply  of  refrefhments, 
both  by  land  and  by  fea,  could  better  endure  the 
feverity  of  the  climate,  than  a garrifon  could  refill 
the  duration  of  a fiege. 

There  is  no  other  way  to  prefcrve  the  colonies 
but  by  a formidable  navy.  It  is  on  the  docks 
and  in  the  harbours  of  Europe,  that  the  baflions 
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book  and  ramparts  of  the  American  colonies  mufl:  ber 
» ^ ‘ / raifed.  While  the  mother- country  fhelters  them, 

as  it  were,  under  the  wings  of  her  fliips  j'fo  long 
as  fhe  fhall  fill  up  with  her  fleets  the  vaft  interval 
that  feparates  her  from  thefe  iflands,  the  offspring 
of  her  induftry  and  power,  her  parental  attention 
to  their  profperity  will  fecure  their  attachment  to 
her.  In  future,  therefore,  the  maritime  forces 
will  be  the  great  objeft  that  will  attraft  the  atten- 
tion of  all  proprietors  of  land  in  America.  Eu- 
ropean policy  generally  fecures  the  frontiers  of 
ftates  by  fortified  towns  -,  but  for  maritime  powers, 
there  ought,  perhaps,  to  be  citadels  in  the  cen- 
ter, and  fliips  on  the  circumference.  A com-  ^ 
mercial  ifland,  indeed,  wants  no  fortified  towns. 
Her  rampart  is  the  fea,  which  conftitutes  her 
fafety,  her  fubfiflence,  her  wealth  j the  winds  are 
at  her  command,  and  all  the  elements  confpire  to 
promote  her  glory. 

In  this  refpeff.  Great  Britain  might  lately  have 
undertaken  any  thing,,  with  the  greateft  hopes  of 
fuccefs.  Her  iflands  were  fecure,  while  thofe  of 
her  rivals  were  open  to  invafion.  The  opinion 
which  the  Englifh  had  conceived  of  their  own  va- 
lour ; the  terror  which  their  arms  had  infpired  ; the 
fruits  of  a fortunate  experience  acquired  by  their 
admirals  ; the  number  and  the  excellence  of  their 
fleets  5 all  thefe  feveral  modes  of  aggrandifement 
mufl;  have  been  annihilated  during  the  calm'  of  a 
long  peace.  The  pride  of  pad  fuccefs  j the  very 
reftleflfnefs  infeparable  from  profperity  ; even  the 
burthen  of  conquefts,  which  feems  to  be  the  pu- 
nifhment  of  vi6lory  ; all  thefe  circumftances  were 

fo 
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fo  many  incitements  to  war.  The  proje6ls  formed  ® Jiv.  ^ 
by  their  a6tive  ambition,  have  been  annihilated  by  ^ 
the  revolution  which  hath  detached  North  Ame- 
rica from  their^empire,.:  but  is  the  pofleffion  of 
the  iflands,  which  are  become  very  wealthy,  and 
have  been  placed  by  nature  in  the  vicinity  of  that 
great  continent,  which  is  ftill  in  a ftate  of  poverty, 
better  fecured  to  the  nations  that  have  cultivated 
them  ? It  is  in  the  portion,  in  the  interefts,  in 
the  fpirit  of  the  new  republics,  that  we  mull  en- 
deavour to  explore  the  fecret  of  our  future  de- 
;ftiny. 


END  OF  THE  FOURTEENTH  BOOK. 
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XJpoti  'what  Bqjis  'was  founded  the  Mopes  of 
their  Profperity.  Confequence  of  thefe  Settle^ 
ments. 


ITHERTO  we  have  vifited  thofe  regions 


i.  A.  where  the  rays  of  the  fun  are  perpendicu- 
lar. We  fliall  now  pafs  on  to  thofe  where  they 
are  oblique.  It  is  no  longer  gold  which  our  ra- 
pacious and  cruel  Europeans  are  going  in  fearch 
of  at  fo  great  a diftance  from  their  country.  If 
they  again  crofs  the  feas,  it  will  be  for  a lefs  ex- 
travagant motive,  it  will  be  to  withdraw  them- 
felves  from  the  calamities  of  their  own  regions  ; 
it  will  be  to  find  reft  and  liberty;  to  clear  un- 
cultivated lands  ; to  caft  their  nets  on  fliores 
abounding  with  fifli  ; to  go  in  fearch  of  animals' 
upon  the  tops  of  mountains,  and  in  the  midft  of 
forefts,  in  order  to  ftrip  them  of  their  valuable 


furs. 


The  favage  poflefibrs  of  the  regions  we  are 
going  to  pervade,  are  not  a race  of  degenerate 
men,  without  ftrength  of  body,  or  elevation  of 
foul  ; but  we  (hall  find  them  huntfmen,  warriors, 
inured  to  labour,  braVe,  eloquent,  jealous  of 
their  independency;  men^  in  a word,  who  alter- 


nately 
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nately  difplay  inftances  of  the  moft  unhear’d  of  ® 
ferocioufnefs,  of  the  mod  heroic  magnanunity,  ' — -v-!— > 
and  of  the  moft  abfurd  fu-perftition^ 

Superstition,  that  fatal  plant,  is  then  indi- 
genous in  all  climates  i it  grows  equally  in  the- 
the  plaints,  and  upon  the  rocks  j under  the  ardour 
of  the  line,  under  the  fnows  of  the  pole,  and  in 
the  temperate  interval  which  divides,  them.  Doth 
the  generality  of  this  phænomenon  point  out  in  ^ 
all  parts  a tendency  of  the  ignorant  and  timid  man 
tow'ards  the  author  of  his  exiftence,  and  the  dif- 
pofer  of  good  and  evil  T Doth  it  indicate  the 
anxiety  of  a child  feeking  his  father  in  the  dark  ?■ 

Spain  was  midrefs  of  the  rich  empires  of 

i which  pre- 

Mexico  and  Peru  j of  the  gold  of  the  New  World,  ''ented  the 

r ^ • i-T^i  T-»  French,  for 

and  of  almod  all  South  America,  ihe  Portu-  a longtime, 
gueze,  after  a long  feries  of  vidories,  defeats,  lui^g^he 
enterprizes,  midakes,  conqueds,  and  lodes,  had 
kept  the  mod  valuable  fettlements  in  Africa,  in 
India,  and  in  the  Brazils.  The  French  govern-  World, 
ment  had  not  even  conceived  it  podible  to  eda- 
blifh  colonies,  or  imagined  that  any  advantage 
could  be  derived  from  having  podedions  in  thofe 
didant  regions. 

Their  ambitious  views  were  turned  entirely  tOr 
wards  Italy.  Some  ancient  claims  on  the  Milanefc 
and  the  two  Sicilies  had  involved  them  in  expen- 
five  wars,  in  which  they  had  been  engaged  for  a 
long  time.  Their  internal  commotions  diverted 
them  dill  more  from  the  great  obje6l  of  edablilh- 
ing  a didant  and  extenfive  commerce,  and  from 
the  idea  of  increafing  their  dominions  by  acquiti- 
tions  in  the  Ead  and  Wed  Indies, 
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® ^ The  authority  of  kings,  though  not  openly  con- 

<>— V- — tefted,  was  oppofed  and  eluded.  Some  remains  of 
the  feudal  government  were  ftill  fubfifting:  and 
many  of  it’s  abufes  had  not  yet  been  aboliflied^ 
The  prince  was  continually  employed  in  reftrain- 
ing  the  reftlefs  fpirit  of  a powerful  nubility. 
Mod  of  the  provinces  that  compofed  the  mo- 
narchy were  governed  by  difl;in6l  laws  and  forms 
pf  their  own.  Every  fociety,  every  order  in  the 
date,  enjoyed  peculiar  privileges,  which  were 
cither  perpetually  contelled,  or  carried  to  excefs. 
The  government  was  a complicated  machine, 
which  could  only  be  regulated  by  the  manage- 
ment of  a variety  of  delicate  fprings.  The  court 
was  frequently  under  a neceffity  of  having  re- 
çourfe  to  the  fhameful  relources  of  intrigue  and 
corruption,  or  to  the  odious  means  of  opprelTion 
and  tyranny  ; and  the  nation  was  continually  ne- 
gotiating with  the  prince.  Regal  authority  was 
unlimited,  without  having  received  the  ran(5liori 
of  the  laws  j and  the  people,  though  frequently 
too  independent,  had  yet  no  fecurity  for  their  li- 
berty. Hence  arofe  continual  jealoufies,  appre- 
henfions,  and  druggies.  The  whole  attention  of 
the  government  was  not  direded  to  the  welfare  of 
the  nation,  but  to  the  means  of  endaving  it.  The 
people  were  fenfible  of  their  wants,  but  ignorant 
of  their  powers  and  refources.  They  found  their 
rights  alternately  invaded  or  trampled  upon  by 
their  nobles  or  their  fovereigns. 

■errors  and  France,  therefore,  fuffered  the  Spaniards  and 
whf°h^e”n.  Portugueze  to  difeover  new  worlds,  and  to  give 
worabic^thc  laws  to  unknow’n  natiqns.  Their  attention  was  at 

length 
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length  excited  by  admiral  Coligny,  a man  of  the  ® ^ 

moft  extenfive,  fteady,  and  adive  genius,  that  — — » 
ever  flourilhed  in  that  powerful  empire.  This 
sreat  politician,  attentive  to  the  interefls  of  his  pench 

O ^ , m the 

country,  even  amidft  the  horrors  of  a civil  war,  New  He- 
fent  John  Ribaud  to  Florida,  in  1562.  This  * 
vaft  traft  of  North  America  then  extended  from 
Mexico  to  the  country  which  the  EngliOi  have 
fince  cultivated  under  the  name  of  Carolina.  The 
Spaniards  had  pafled  over  it  in  1512,  but  with- 
out fettling  there.  The  motives  that  engaged 
them  to  make  this  difcovery,  and  thofe  which 
induced  them  to  relinquifh  it,  are  equally  un- 
accountable. 

All  the  Indians  of  the  Caribbee  iflands  be- 
lieved, upon  the  credit  of  an  antient  tradition, 
that  nature  had  concealed  a fpring,  or  fountain, 
fomewhere  on  the  continent,  the  waters  of  which 
had  the  property  of  refloring  youth  to  all  old 
men  who  were  fo  fortunate  as  to  tafte  of  them. 

The  notion  of  immortality  was  always  the  paffion 
of  mankind,  and  the  comfort  of  old  age.  This 
idea  delighted  the  romantic  imagination  of  the 
Spaniards.  The  lofs  of  many,  who  were  the  vic- 
tims of  their  credulity,  did  not  difcourage  the 
reft.  Far  from  fufpedling  that  the  firft  had  pe- 
rilhed  in  an  attempt,  of  which  death  would  prove 
the  moft  certain  confequence,  they  concluded 
that  they  did  not  return,  becaule  they  had  found 
the  art  of  enjoying  perpetual  youth,  and  had  dif- 
covered  a fpot  fo  delightful,  that  they  did  not 
phufe  to  leaye  it. 


Ponce 
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PüNCB  DE  Leon  was  the  mod  famous  of  the 
navigators  who.  were  infatuated  with  this  chi- 
merical idea.  Fully  perfuaded  of  the  exiftence 
of  a third  world,  the  conqueft  of  which  was  re- 
ferved  to  advance  his  fame  j but  thinking  that 


the  remainder  of  his  life  was  too  (hort  for  the  im- 
menfe  career  that  was  opening  before  him,  he 
refolved  to  endeavour  to  renew  it,  and  recover 
that  youthful  vigour  fo  neceffary  to  his  defigns. 
He  immediately  bent  his  courfe  towards  thofe 
climates  where  fable  had  placed  the  Fountain  of 
youth,  and  difcovered  Florida;  from  whence  he 
returned  to  Porto-Rico,  vifibly  more  advanced 
in  years  than  when  he  fet  out.  Thus  chance  im- 
mortalized the  name  of  an  adventurer,  who  made 
a real  difcovery,  merely  by  being  in  purfuit  of  an 
imaginary  one.  His  fate  was  the  fame  as  that  of 
the  alchymift,  who,  while  he  is  fearching  for  gold 
which  he  does  not  find,  difcovers  fome  valuable 
thing  which  he  was  not  feeking  after. 

There  is  fcarce  any  ufeful  and  important  difco- 
very  made  by  the  human  mind,  that  has  not  been 
rather  the  effed  of  a reftlefs  imagination,  than  of 
induftry  excited  by  refledion.  Chance,  which  is 
the  imperceptible  courfe  of  nature,  is  never  at  reft, 
and  afiifts  all  men  without  diftindion.  Genius 
grows  weary,  and  is  foon  difcouraged  ; it  falls  to  the 
lot  only  of  a few,  and  exerts  itfelf  merely  at  inter- 
vals. It’s  utmoft  efforts  frequently  ferve  only  to 
throw  it  in  the  way  of  chance,  and  invite  it’s 
afliftance.  The  only  difference  between  a man  of 
genius  and  one  of  common  capacity  is,  that  the  for- 
mer 
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mer  anticipates  and  explores  what  the  latter  adci-  book 
dentally  hits  upon.  But  even  the  man  of  genius  - -,  * ..r 
himfelf  more  frequently  employs  the  advantages 
which  chance  prefents  to  him.  It  is  the  lapidary 
who  gives  the  value  to  the  diamond,  which 
the  pcafant  has  digged  up  without  knowing  it’s 
worth. 

The  Spaniards  had  negledbed  Florida,  becâufe 
they  did  not  difcover  there,  cither  the  fountain 
that  was  to  make  them  all  grow  young,  or  gold, 
which  haftens  the  period  of  old  age.  The  French 
found  there  a more  real  and  valuable  treafurej  a 
clear  fky,  a fruitful  foil,  a temperate  climate, 
and  ravages  who  were  lovers  of  peace  and  hofpU 
tality  ; but  they  themfelves  were  not  fenfible  of 
the  worth  of  thefe  advantages.  Had  they  fol- 
lowed the  direftions  of  Coligny;  had  they  tilled 
the  ground,  which  only  wanted  the  afliftance  of 
man  to  call  forth  it’s  treafuresi  had  a due  fubor- 
dination  been  maintained  among  the  Europeans  ; 
had  not  the  rights  of  the  natives  of  the  country 
been  violated  j a colony  might  have  been  founded, 
which  in  time  would  have  become  flourifhing  and 
permanent.  But  fuch  prudent  meafures  were  not 
to  be  expected  from  the  levity  of  the  French, 

The  provifions  were  lavifhed  j the  fields  were  not 
fow’n;  the  authority  of  the  chiefs  was  difregarded 
by  untracfable  fubalternS;  the  paflion  for  hunting 
and  war  engrofifed  all  their  attention  j in  a word, 

(every  duty  was  neglected. 

To  complete  their  misfortune,  the  civil  dif-* 
turbances  in  France  diverted  the  fubje(51:s  from  an 

under- 
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undertaking  which  had  never  engaged  the  atten- 
tion of  government.  Theological  difputes  alie- 
nated the  minds  and  divided  the  hearts  of  all 
ranks  of  people.  Government  had  violated  that 
facred  law  of  nature,  which  enjoins  all  men 
to  tolerate  the  opinions  of  their  fellow-creatures  ; 
and  the  rules  of  policy,  which  are  inconfiftent  with 
an  unfeafonable  ' exertion  of  tyranny.  The  re- 
formed. religion  had  made  great  progrefs  in 
France,  when  it  was  perfecuted  -,  a confiderable 
part  of  the  nation  was  involved  in  the  profcrip- 
tion,  and  took  up  arms. 

Spain,  though  not  lefs  intolerant,  had  pre- 
vented religious  difturbances,  by  fuffering  the 
clergy  to  affume  that  authority  which  has  been 
continually  increafing,  but  which,  for  the  future, 
will  be  conftantly  on  the  decline.  The  inqui- 
fition,  always  ready  to  oppofe  the  leaft  appear- 
ance of  innovation,  found  means  to  prevent  the 
Protellant  religion  from  making  it’s  way  into  the 
kingdom,  and  by  this  means  fpared  itfelf  the 
trouble  of  extirpating  it.  Philip  II.  wholly . 
taken  up  with  America,  and  accuftomed  to  con- 
fider  himfelf  as  the  foie  proprietor  of'  it,  being 
informed  of  the  attempts,  made  by  fome  French- 
men to  fettle  there,  and  of  their  being  negledted 
by  their  own  government,  fitted  out  a fleet  from 
Cadiz  to  deftroy  them.  Menendez,  who  was  the 
commander  of  it,  landed  in  Florida,  where  he 
found  the  enemies  he  went  in  fearch  of  fettled  at 
Carolina  fort.  Fie  attacked  all  their  intrench- 
ments,  carried  them  fword  in  hand,  and  made  a 

dreadful 
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dreadful  maffacrc.  Thofe  who  efcaped  the  rage 
of  the  fword  were  hanged  on  a tree,  with  this  in- 
fcfiption  : Not  as  Frenchmen^  Init  as  hêretics. 

Far  from  feeking  to  revenge  this  infult,  the 
miniftry  of  Charles  IX.  fecretly  rejoiced  at  the 
mifearriage  of  a projeft,  which,  though  they  had 
approved  it,  was  not  countenanced  by  them  ; be- 
caufe  it  had  been  contrived  by  the  head  of  thé 
Huguenots,  and  might  refledl  honour  on  their 
party.  The  indignation  of  the  public  only  con^' 
firmed  them  in  their  refolijtion  of  fnewing  no 
refentment.  It  was  referved  for  a private 
man  to  execute  w’hat  the  ftace  ought  to  have 
done. 

poMiNic  DE  Gourgues,  bom  at  mount  Marfan 
in  Gafeony,  a fldlful  and  intrepid  feaman,  an 
enemy  to  the  Spaniards,  from  whom  he  had  re- 
ceived perfonal  injuries  ; pafTionately  fond  of  his 
country,  of  hazardous  expeditions,  and  of  glory  j 
fold  his  eftate,  built  fome  fliips,  and  with  a feledt 
band  of  his  own  ftamp,  embarked  to  attack  the 
murderers  in  Florida.  He  drove  them  from  all 
their  pofls  with  incredible  valour  and  adtivity, 
defeated  them  in  every  rencounter,  and,  by  way 
of  retaliation  for  the  contemptuous  infult  they  had 
fhew’n,  hung  them  up  on  trees  j with  this  inferip- 
tion  : Not  as  Spaniards^  but  as  ajfajfins. 

' Had  the  Spaniards  been  content  with  mafla- 
cring  the  French,  the  latter  would  never  have 
had  recourfe  to  fuch  cruel  reprifals  ; but  they 
were  offended  at  the  infeription,  and  were  guilty 
of  an  atrocious  a6t,  in  revenge  for  the  derifion  to 
which  they  had  been  expefed.  This  is  not  the 

•j-  only 
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only  inftance  in  hiftory  .which  may  lead  one 
to  imagine,  that  it  is  not  the  thing  that  ha5 
made  the  word,  ,but  the  word  that  has  made  the 
thing. 

The  expedition  of  the  brave  de  Gourgues  wa? 
attended  with  no  further  confequences.  He  blew 
up  the  forts  he  had  taken,  and  returned  home, 
either  for  want  of  provifions  fufficient  to  enable 
him  to  remain  in  Florida,  or  becaufe  he  forefaw 
that  no  fuccours  were  to  be  expected  from  France; 
or  thought  that  friendfliip  with  the  natives  would 
laft  no  longer  than  the  means  of  purchafing  it,  or 
that  he  would  be  attacked  by  the  Spaniards.  He 
was  received  by  all  true  patriots  with  the  ap- 
plaufe  due  to  his  merit;  but  negleiled  by  the 
court,  which  was  too  defpotic  and  fuperfti-tioos 
not  to  hand  in  awe  of  virtue. 

From  the  year  1567,  when  this  intrepid  Gaf- 
coon  evacuated  Florida,  the  French  negleâied 
America.  Bewildered  in  a chaos  of  unintelli- 
gible doctrines,  they  loft  their  reafon  and  their 
humanity.  The  mildeft  and  moft  fo.ciable  people 
upon  earth  became  the  moft  barbarous  and  fan- 
guinary.  Scaffolds  and  ftakes  were  infufficient  : 
as  they  all  appeared  criminal  in  each  other’s  eyes, 
they  were  all  mutually  vidlims  and  executioners# 
After  having  condemned  one  another  to  eternal 
deftrudlion,  they  affaffinated  each  ocher  at  the  in- 
ftigation  of  their  priefts,  who  breathed  nothing 
but  the  fpirit  of  revenge  and  bloodfhed.  At 
length,  the  generous  Henry  foftened  the  minds 
of  his  fubjecis;  his  compaffion  and  tendcrnefs 
made  them  feel  their  own  calamities  ; he  revived 

their 
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their  -fondnefs  for  the  fweets  of  focial  life.j  he  book 
prevailed  upon  them  to  lay  down  their  armsj  v— v-^ 
and  they  confented  to  live  -happy  under  his  pa- 
rental laws. 

In  this  ftate  of  tranquillity  and  freedom,  under 
a king  who  poflefied  the  confidence  of  his  people, 
they  began  to  turn  their  thoughts  to  fome  ufeful 
projefts,  and  undertook  the  eftablifhment  of  co- 
lonies abroad.  Florida  was  the  firft  country ‘that 
naturally  occurred  to  them.  Except  Fort  St* 
Augiiftine,  formerly  built  by  the  Spaniards,  at 
the  diftance  of  ten  or  twelve  leagues  from  the 
French  colony,  fhe^  Europeans  had  not  a fingle 
fettlement  in  all  that  vafl;  and  beautiful  country. 

The  inhabitants  were  not  a formidable  fet  of  men; 
and  the  foil  had  every  promifing  appearance  of 
fertility.  It  was  likevvife  reported  to  be  rich  in 
gold  and'filver  mines,  both  thofe  metals  having 
been  found  there  j whereas,  in  fadl,  they  came 
from -fome  ihips  that  had  been  'Caft  away  upon 
the  Goafts.  The  remembrance  of  the  great  ac- 
tions performed  by  fome  Frenchmen  could  not 
yet  be  erafeci.  Probably  the  French  themfelves 
were  rather  afraid  of  irritating  Spain  ; which  was 
not  yet  difpofed  to  fuffer  the  leaft  fettlement  to  be 
made  on  the-Gulph  of  Mexico,  or  even  near  it. 

The  danger  of  provoking  a nation,  fo  formidable  in 
thofe  parts,  determined  them  to  keep  at  a di fiance 
as  much  as  pofiible,  and  therefore  they  gave  the 
preference  to  the  more  northern  parts  of  America  : 
that  road  was  already  chalked  out. 

Francis  I.  had  fent  out  Verazani,  a Floren- 
tine,  in  1^21,  who  only  took  a view  of  the  ifland  view  to- 

^ ^ C ward»  Ca- 
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of  Newfoundland,  and  fome  coafts  of  the  conti- 
nent ; but  made  no  (lay  there. 

Eleven  years  after,  James  Cartier^  a fkilful 
navigator  of  St.  Malo,  refumed  the  projedts  of 
Verazani.  The  two  nations,  which  had  firll  landed 
in  America,  exclaimed  againft  the  injuftice  of 
treading  in  their  footlleps.  What  ! faid  Francis  I. 
pleafantly,  Jhall  the  kings  of  Spain  and  Portugal 
quietly  divide  all  America  between  them^  without  juf- 
fering  me  to  take  a Jhare  as  their  brother  ? I would 
fain  fee  the  article  of  Axdam's  will  that  bequeaths  that 
vaft  inheritance  to  them. 

Cartier  proceeded  further  than  his  predecef- 
for.  He  went  up  the  river  St.  Lawrence^  buty 
after  having  bartered  fome  European  commodi- 
ties with  the  favages  for  fome  of  their  furs,  he 
re-embarked  for  France  ; where  an  undertaking, 
■which  feemed  to  have  been  entered  upon  merely 
from  imitation,  was  negledled  from  levity. 

It  happened  fortunately  that  the  Normans,  the 
Britons,  and  the  Bifeayans,  continued  to  carry  oil 
the  cod-fifhery  on  the  great  fand-bank  along  the 
coafts  of  Newfoundland,  and  in  all  the  adjacent 
latitudes.  Thefe  intrepid  and  experienced  meii 
ferved  as  pilots  to  the  adventurers  who,  fince  thé 
year  159B,  have  attempted  to  fettle  colonies  in 
thofe  defert  regions.  None  of  thofe  firft  fettle- 
ments  profpered,  becaufe  they  were  all  under  the 
diredtion  of  exclufive  companies,  which  had  nei- 
ther abilities  to  chufe  the  beft  fituations,  nor  a 
fufficient  capital  to  wait  for  their  returns.  One 
monopoly  followed  another  in  a rapid  fucceflion 
without  any  advantage;  they  were  purfued  with 

greedinefs/ 
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gt-eedinefs,  without  a plan,  or  any  means  to  carry  book 
them  into  execution.  All  thefe  different  conn-  ■ _» 

panies  fucceffively  ruined  themfelves;  and  the 
Hate  was  no  gainer  by  their  lofs.  Thefe  nume- 
rous expeditions  had  coll  France  more  men,  m.ore 
money,  and  more  fhips,  than  other  ftates  would 
have  expended  in  the  foundation  of  great  em- 
pires. At  laft  Samtiel  de  Champlain  went  a 
confiderable  way  up  the  river  St.  Lawrence  j 
and,  in  1608,  upon  the  borders  of  that  river 
laid  the  foundation  of  Quebec^  which  became 
the  origin,  center,  and  capital,  of  New  France^ 
or  Canada. 

The  unbounded  track,  that  opened  itfelf  to  the 
view  of  this  colony,-  difcovered  only  dark,  thickj 
and  deep  forefts,  the  height  of  wliich  alone  was  a 
proof  of  their  antiquity^  Numberlefs  large  rivers 
came  down  from  a confiderable  diftance  to  water 
thefe  immenfe  regions.  The  intervals  between 
them  were  full  of  lakes.  Four  of  thefcj  meafured 
from  two  to  ffve  hundred  leagues  in  circum-  ' 

ference.  Thefe  fort  of  inland  feas  communicated 
with  each  other  ; and  their  waters,  after  forming 
the  great  river  St.  Lawrence,  confiderably  in- 
creafed  the  bed  of  the  ocean.  Every  thing  in  this 
rude  part  of  the  New  World  appeared  grand  and 
fublime.  Nature  here  difplayed  fuch  luxuriancy 
and  majefty  as  commanded  veneration  ; and  a mul- 
titude of  wild  graces,  far  fuperior  to  the  artificial 
beauties  of  our  climates.  Here  the  imagination 
of  a painter  or  a poet  would  have  been  raifed, 
animated,  and  filled  with  thofe  ideas  Vv'hich  leave 
a lading  impreffion  on  the  mind.  All  thele  coun- 
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tries  exhaled  an  air  fit  to  prolong  life.  This 
temperature,  which,  from  the  pofition  of  the  cli- 
mate, muft  have  been  extremely  pleafant,  loft 
nothing  of  it's  wholefomenefs  by  the  feverity  of  a 
long  and  intenfe  winter.  Thofe  who  impute  this 
merely  to  the  woods,  fprings,  and  mountains, 
with  which  this  country  abounds,  have  not  taken 
every  thing  into  confideration.  Others  add  to 
thefe  caufes  of  the  cold,  the  elevation  of  the 
land,  a pure  aerial  atmofphere,  feldom  loaded 
with  vapouns  ; and  the  direction  of  the  winds, 
which  blow  from  North  to  South  over  feas  always 
frozen. 

Notwithstanding  this,  the  inhabitants  of  this 
fharp  and  bleak  climate  were  but  thinly  clad.  Be- 
fore their  intercourfe  with  us,  a cloak  of  buffalo 
or  beaver  fkin,  bound  with  a leathern  girdle,  and 
ftockings  made  of  a roe-buck's  fkin,  was  the 
whole  of  their  drefs.  The  additions  they  have 
fince  made,  give  great  offence  to  their  old  men, 
who  are  ever  lamenting  the  degeneracy  of  their 
manners. 

Few  of  thefe  favages  knew  any  thing  of  huf- 
bandry;  they  only  cultivated  maize,  and  that  they 
left  entirely  to  the  management  of  the  women,  as 
being  beneath  the  dignity  of  independent  men. 
Their  bitterefi;  imprecation  againft  an  enemy,  was 
the  fame  as  the  curfe  pronounced  by  God  againft 
the  firftman,  that  he  might  be  reduced  to  till  the 
ground.  Sometimes  they  would  condefcend  to 
go  a fifhing  j but  their  chief  delight,  and  the  em- 
ployment of  all  their  life,  was  hunting.  For 
this  purpofe  the  whole  nation  went  out  as  they 
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did  to  war  j every  family  marched  in  fearch  of 
fuftenance.  They  prepared  for  the  expedition  by 
fevere  fading,  and  never  dirred  out  till  they  had 
implored  the  aflldance  of  their  gods  ; they  did 
not  pray  for  drength  to  kill  the  beads’,  but  that 
they  might  be  fo  fortunate  as  to  meet  with  them. 
None  daid  behind  except  infirm  and  old  menj  all 
the  red  fallied  forth,  the  men  to  kill  the  game^ 
and  the  w'omen  to  dry  and  bring  it  home.  The 
winter  was  with  them  the  fined  feafon  of  the 
year:  the  bear,  the  roe- buck,  the  dagj  and  thé 
elk,  could  not  then  run  with  any  degree  of  fwift- 
nefs,  through  fnow  that  was  four  or  five  feet  deep. 
The  favages,  who  were  dopped  neither  by  the 
bufhes,  the  torrents,  the  ponds,  nor  the  rivers, 
and  who  could  out-run  mod  of  the  fwifter  animals, 
were  feldom  unfuccefsful  in  the  chace.  When 
they  were  without  game,  they  lived  upon  acorns  j 
and,  for  want  of  thefe,  fed  upon  the  fap  or  inner 
fkin  that  grows  between  the  wood  and  the  bark  of 
the  afpen-tree,  and  the  birch. 

In  the  interval  between  their  hunting  parties, 
they  made  or  mended  their  bows  and  arrows,  the 
rackets  for  running  upon  the  fnow,  and  the  canoes 
for  eroding  the  lakes  and  rivers.  Thefe  travel- 
lingjimplements,  and  a few  earthen  pots,  were  thef 
only  fpecimens  of  art  among  thefe  wandering  na- 
tions. Thofe,  who  were  collefled  in  towns, 
added  to  thefe  the  labours  requifite  for  their  feden- 
tary  way  of  life,  for  the  fencing  of  their  huts,  and 
fecuring  them  from  being  attacked.  The  favages, 
at  that  period,  gave  themfelves  up  to  total  inac- 
tion, in  the  mod  profound  fecurity.  The  people, 
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content  with  their  lot,  and  fatisfied  with  what 
nature  afforded  them,  were  unacquainted  with 
that  reftleffnefs  which  arifes  from  a fenfe  of  our 
own  weaknefs,  that  loathing  of  ourfelves  and  every 
thing  about  us,  that  neceffity  of  flying  from  foli- 
tude,  and  eafing  ourfelves  of' the  burthen  of  life 
by  throwing  it  upon  others. 

Their  ftature  in  general  was  beautifully  pro- 
portioned, but  they  had  more  agility  than  ftrength, 
and  were  more  fit  to  bear  the  fatigues  of  the 
chace  than  hard  labour.  Their  features  were 
regular,  and  there  was  a kind  of  fiercenefs  in  their 
afpedV,  which  they  contracted  in  war  and  hunt- 
ing. Their  complexion  was  of  a copper-colour; 
and  they  derived  it  from  nature,  by  which  all  men 
who  are  conftantly  expofed  to  the  open  air  are 
tanned.  This  conrplexion  was  rendered  ftill  more 
difagreeable  by  the  abfurd  cuftom  that  prevails 
among  favages,  of  painting  their  bodies  and  faces; 
either  to  diftinguifh  each  other  at  a diftance,  to 
• render  themfelves  more  agreeable  to  their  mif- 
treffes,  or  more  formidable  in  war.  Befide  this 
varnifli,  they  rubbed  themfelves  with  the  fat  of 
quadrupeds,  or  the  oil  of  fifli,  a cuftom  common 
and  neceffary  among  them,  in  order  to  prevent 
the  intolerable  ftings  of  gnats  and  infefls,  that 
fwarm  in  uncultivated  countries.  Thefe  oinc- 
ments  were  prepared  and  mixed  up  with  certain 
red  juices,  fuppofed  to  be  a deadly  poifon  to  the 
mofchetos.  To  thefe  feveral  methods  of  anoint- 
ing themfelves,  which  penetrate  and  difcolour 
the  Ikin,  may  be  added,  the  fumigations  they 
made  in  their  huts  againft  thofe  infers,  and  thje 
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■Tmoke  of  the  fires  they  kept  all  the  winter  to 
warm  themfelves,  and  to  dry  their  meat.  This 
was  fufficient  to  make  them  appear  frightful  to 
our  people,,  though  beautiful,  without  doubt,  or 
at  lead  not  difagreeable  to  themfelves.  Their 
fight,  fmell,  and  hearing,  and  all  their  fenfes, 
were  remarkably  quick,  and  gave  them  early 
notice  of  their  dangers  and  w^ants.  Thefe  were 
few,  but  their  difeafes  were  ftill  fewer.  They 
hardly  knew  of  any  but  what  were  occafioned  by 
too  violent  exercife,  or  eating  too  much  after  long 
abfiinence. 

They  were  not  a very  numerous  people;  and 
pofiibly  this  might  be  an  advantage  to  them.  Po- 
lifhed  nations  muft  willi  for  an  increafe  of  popu- 
lation, becaufe,  as  they  are  governed  by  ambi- 
tious rulers,  who  are  the  more  inclined  to  war 
from  not  being  perfonally  engaged  in  it,  they  are 
under  a necelfity  of  fighting,  either  to  invade  or 
repulfe  their  neighbours  ; and  becaufe  they  never 
have  a fufficient  extent  of  territory  to  fatisfy  their 
enterprifing  and  expenfive  way  of  life.  But  un-^- 
connefbed  nations,  who  are  always  ’wandering, 
and  guarded  by  the  deferts  which  divide  them  ; 
who  can  fly  when  they  are  attacked,  and  whofe 
poverty  preferves  them  from  committing  or  fuf- 
fering  any  injuftice  ; fuch  favage  nations  do  not 
feel  the  want  of  numbers.  Perhaps  nothing  more 
•is  required,  than  to  be  able  to  refifl:  the  wild 
beafls  ; occafionally  to  drive  away  an  infignifi- 
cant  enemy,  and  mutually  to  affill  each  other. 
Had  they  been  more  populous,  they  would  the 
fooner  have  exhaullcd  the  country  they  inhabited, 
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ther  j the  only,  or,  at  leaf!:,  the  greateft  misfortune 
attending  their  precarious  way  of  life. 

Independent  of  thefe  refieflions,  which  pofr 
fibly  did  not  occur  fo  flrongly  to  the  favages  of 
Cadada,  the  nature  of  things  was  alone  fufficient 
to  check  their  increafe.  Though  they  lived  in  a 
country  abounding  in  game  and  fifli,  yet  in  fome 
feafons,' and  fometimes  for  whole  years,  this  re- 
fource  failed  them  : and  famine  then  occafioned  a 
great  deftruftion  among  people  who  were  at  too 
o;reat  a diftance  to  afTift  each  ocher.  Their  wars, 

<D  * 

or  tranfient  hoftilides,  the  refult  of  former  animo- 
fities,  were  very  deftrudlive.  Men  conllantly  ac- 
cuftomed  to  hunt  for  their  fubfiftence,  to  tear  in 
pieces  the  animal  they  had  overtaken,  to  hear  the 
cries  of  death,  and  fee  the  fhedding  of  blood,  muft 
have  been  ftill  more  cruel  in  war,  if  polTible,  than 
our  own  people,  v;ho  live  partly  on  vegetables. 
In  a word,  notwithftanding  all  that  has  been  faid 
in  favour  of  Inuring  children  to  hardfhips,'  which 
mifled  Peter  the  Great  to  fuch  a degree,  that  he 
ordered  that  none  of  his  failors  children  fhould 
drink  any  thing  but  fea-:water  (an  experiment 
which  proved  fat^l  to  all  who  tried  it)  j it  is  cer- 
tain, th^t  a great  many  young  favages  perifhed 
through  hunger,  thirfl,  cold,  and  fatigue.  Even 
thofe  whofe  conftitution  was  flrong  enough  to 
bear  the  ufual  exercifes  of  thofe  climates,  to  fwim 
over  the  broadeft  rivers,  to  go  two  hundred  leagues 
on  a hunting  party,  to  live  many  days  without 
fleep,  to  fubfift  a confiderable  time  without  any 
fopd  i fuch  rpen  muft  hitye  been  exhaufted,  and 
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totally  unfit  for  the  purpofes  of  generation.  Few 
were  fo  long-lived  as  our  people,  whofe  manner 
of  living  is  more  uniform  and  tranquil. 

The  aufterity  of  a Spartan  education  ; the  cuf- 
tom  of  inuring  children  to  hard  labour  and  coarfe 
food  has  been  produftive  of  dangerous  miftakes. 
Philofophers,  defirous  of  alleviating  the  miferies 
incident  to  mankind,  have  endeavoured  to  com- 
fort the  wretched  who  have  been  doomed  to  a life 
of  hardfliips,  by  perfuading  them  that  it  was  the 
mod  wholefome  and  the  beftc  The  rich  have 
eagerly  adopted  a fyftem,  which  ferved  to  render 
them  infenfible  to  the  fufFerings  of  the  poor,  and 
to  difpenfe  them  from  the  duties  of  humanity 
and  companion.  But  it  is  an  error  to  imagine, 
that  men  who  are  employed  in  the  more  labo- 
rious arts  of  fociety,  live  as  long  as  thofe  who 
enjoy  the  fruit  of  their  toil.  Moderate  labour 
ftrengthens  the  human  frame;  exceflive  labour 
impairs  it.  A peafant  is  an  old  man  at  fixty; 
while  the  inhabitants  of  towns,  who  live  in  afflu- 
ence, and  with  fome  degree  of  moderation,  fre- 
quently attain  to  fourfcore  and  upward.  Even 
men  of  letters,  whofe  employments  are  by  no 
means  favourable  to  health,  afford  many  inftances 
of  longevity.  Let  not  then  our  modern  writings 
propagate  this  falfe  and  cruel  error,  to  feduce  the 
rich  to  difregard  the  groans  of  the  poor,  and  to 
transfer  all  their  tendernefs -from  their  vaffals  tp 
their  dogs  and  horfes. 

Three  original  languages  were  fpoken  in  Cana- 
da, the  Algonquin,  the  Sioux,  and  the  Huron* 
They  were  confidered  as  primitive  languages,  be- 
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caufe  each  of  them  contained  many  of  thofe  imi- 
tative words,  which  convey  an  idea  of  things  by 
found.  The  dialefls  derived  from  them,  were  nearly 
as  numerous  as  their  towns.  No  abftradt  terms 
were  found  in  thefe  languages,  becaufe  the  infaqt 
mind  of  the  favages  feldom  extends  it’s  view  beyond 
the  prefent  obje(fi:  and  the  prefent  time  5 and,  as 
they  have  but  few  ideas,  they  feldom  want  to  re- 
prefent  feveral,  under  one  and  the  fame  fign.  Be- 
fides,  the  language  of  thefe  people,  almoft  always 
animated  by  a quick,  fimple,  and  flrong  fenfation, 
excited  by  the  great  fcenes  of  nature,  contracfted  a 
lively  and  poetical  call  from  their  ftrong  and  aftiye 
imagination.  The  aftonifhment  and  admiration 
which  proceeded  from  their  ignorance,  gave  them 
a ftrongpropenfity  to  exaggeration.  Theyexpreffed 
what  they  faw;  their  language  painted,  as  it  were, 
natural  objects  in  flrong  colouring;  and  their  dif- 
courfes  were  quite  pi6lurefque.  For  want  of  terms 
agreed  upon  to  denote  certain  compound  or  com- 
]dex  ideas,  they  madeufe  of  figurative  expreffions. 
What  was  ftill  wanting  in  fpeech,  they  fupplied  by 
their  geftures,  their  attitudes,  their  bodily  motions, 
and  the  modulations  of  the  voice.  The  boldeft 
metaphors  were  more  familiar  to  them  in  common 
converfation,  than  they  are  even  in  epic  poetry  in 
the  European  languages.  Their  fpeeches  in  public 
afl*emblies,  particularly,  were  full  of  images, 
energy,  and  pathos.  No  Greek  or  Roman  orator 
ever  fpoke,  perhaps,  with  more  ftrength  and  fub- 
limity  than  one  of  their  chiefs.  It  was  thought 
necelfary  to  perfuade  them  to  remove  at  a diftance 
from  their  native  foil.  IVezvere  horn^  faid  he,  oa 
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this  fpot,  our  fathers*  lie  buried  in  it,  hhall  we  fay 
to  the  bones  of  our  fathers^  Arife,  and  come  with  us 
into  a foreign  land? 

It  may  eafily  be  imagined,  that  fuch  nations 
could  not  be  fo  gentle  nor  fo  weak  as  thofe  of 
South  America.  They  fliewed  that  they  had  that 
degree  of  adlivity  and  ftrength  which  the  people 
of  the  northern  nations  always  poflefs,  unlefs  they 
are,  like  the  Laplanders,  of  a very  different  fpe- 
cies  from  our’s.  They  had  but  juft  attained  to 
that  degree  of  knowlege  and  civilization,  to 
which  inftindt  alone  may  lead  men  in  the  fpace 
of  a few  years  j and  it  is  among  fuch  people  that 
a philofopher  may  ftudy  man  in  a ftate  of 
nature. 

They  were  divided  into  feveral  fmall  nations, 
whofe  form  of  government  was  nearly  fimilar. 
Some  had  hereditary  chiefs  ; others  eledted  them  i 
the  greater  part  were  only  diredted  by  their  old 
men.  They  were  mere  affociations,  formed  by 
chance,  and  always  frecj  and  though  united,  they 
were  bound  by  no  tie.  The  will  of  individuals 
was  not  even  overruled  by  the  general  one.  All 
decifions  were  confidered  only  as  matter  of  ad- 
vice, which  was  not  binding,  or  enforced  by 
any  penalty.  If,  in  one  of  thefe  fingular  repub- 
lics, a man  was  condemned  to  death,  it  was  ra- 
ther a kind  of  war  againft  a common  enemy,  than 
an  adt  of  juftice  exercifed  againft  a fubjedl  or  a 
fellow-citizen.  Inftead  of  coercive  power,  good 
manners,  example,  education,  a refpedt  for  old 
men,  a parental  affedlion,  maintained  peace  in 
^hefe  focieties,  where  there  was  neither  law  nqr 
n property. 
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property.  Reafon,  which  had  not  been  nnifled  by 
prejudice,  or  corrupted  by  palTion,  as  it  is  with 
us,  ferved  them  inftead  of  moral  precepts  and  re- 
gulations of  police.  Harmony  and  fecurity  were 
maintained  without  the  interpofition  of  govern- 
ment. Authority  never  incroached  upon  that 
powerful  inftindl:  of  nature,  the  love  of  inde- 
pendence j which,  enlightened  by  reafon,  pro- 
duces in  us  the  love  of  equality. 

Hence  arifes  that  regard  which  the  favages  have 
for  each  other.  They  lavifh  their  exprefllons  of 
efteem,  and  expe6t  the  fame  in  return.  They 
are  obliging,  but  referved  ; they  weigh  their 
words,  and  liften  with  great  attention.  Their 
gravity,  which  appears  like  a kind  of  melancholy, 
is  particularly  obfervable  in  their  national  alTem- 
blies.  Every  one  fpeaks  in  his  turn,  according  to 
his  age,  experience,  and  fervices.  No  one  is 
ever  interrupted,  either  by  indecent  reflexions,  or 
ill-timed  applaufe.  Their  public  affairs  are  ma- 
naged with  fuch  difintereftednefs  as  is  unknow’n 
in  our  governments,  v/here  the  welfare  of  the 
ftate  is  hardly  ever  promoted  but  from  felfifh 
views  or  party  fpirit.  It  is  no  uncommon  thing 
to  hear  one  of  thefe  favage  orators,  when  his 
fpeech  has  met  with  univerfal  applaufe,  telling 
thofe  who  agreed  to  his  opinion,  that  another 
man  is  more  deferving  of  their  confidence. 

This  mutual  refpeX  among  the  inhabitants  of 
the  fame  place,  prevails  between  the  feveral  na- 
tions, when  they  are  not  in  aXual  war.  The  de- 
puties  are  received  and  treated  with  that  friendfhip 
that  is  due  to  men  who  come  to  treat  of  peace  and 
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alliance.  Wandering  nations,  who  have  not  the  ® 
lead  notion  of  increafing  their  territory,  never  ne- 
gociate  for  conqiieft,  or  for  any  interefts  relative 
to  dominion.  Even  thofe  who  have  fixed  fettle- 
inents,  never  contend  with  others  for  coming  to 
live  in  their  diftrid,  provided  they  do  not  mo- 
left  them.  The  earth,  fay  they,  is  made  for  all 
men  j no  one  rnuft  poflefs  the  fliare  of  two.  All 
the  politics,  therefore,  of  the  favages,  confift  in 
forming  leagues  againft  an  enemy  who  is  too  nu- 
merous or  too  ftrong,  and  in  fufpending  hoftili- 
ties  that  become  too  deftruclive.  When  they 
have  agreed  upon  a truce  or  league  of  amity,  it 
is  ratified  by  mutually  exchanging  a belt,  or 
ftring  of  beads,  which  are  a kind  of  fnail-lliells. 
The  white  ones  are  very  common  ; but  the 
purple  ones,  which  are  rare,  and  the  black,  which 
are  ftill  more  fo,  are  much  efteemed.  They  work 
them  into  a cylindrical  form,  bore  them,  and 
then  make  them  up  into  necklaces.  The  branches 
are  about  a foot  long,  and  the  beads  are  ftrung 
upon  them  one  after  another  in  a ftraight  line. 
The  necklaces  are  broad  belts,  on  which  the 
beads  are  placed  in 'rows,  and  neatly  tacked  down 
with  little  flips  of  leather.  The  fize,  weight,  and 
colour  of  thefe  fhells,  are  adapted  to  the  import- 
ance of  the  bulinefs.  They  ferve  as  jewels,  as  re- 
cords, and  as  annals.  They  are  the  bond  of  union 
between  nations  and  individuals.  They  are  the  fa- 
cred  and  inviolable  pledge  which  is  a confirmation 
of  words,  promifes,  and  treaties.  The  chiefs  of 
towns  are  the  keepers  of  thefe  records.  They 
jvOQW  their  meaning^  they  interpret  them  i and 
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by  means  of  thefe  figns,  they  tranfinit  the  hiftory 
of  the  country  to  the  fucceeding  generation. 

^ As  the  favages  poflefs  no  riches,  they  are  of 
a benevolent  turn.  A flriking  inftance  of  this 
appears  in  the  care  they  take  of  their  orphans, 
widows,  and  infirm  people.  They  liberally  fhare 
their  fcanty  provifion  with  thofe  whofe  crops  have 
failed,  or  who  have  been  unfuccefsful  in  hunting 
or  fifhing.  Their  tables  and  their  huts  are  open 
night  and  day  to  ftrangers  and  travellers.  This 
generous  hofpitality,  which  makes  the  advantages 
of  a private  man  a public  blefiing,  is  chiefly  con-^ 
fpicuous  in  their  entertainments.  A favage  claims 
refpeft,  not  fo  much  from  what  he  poflcfies,  as 
from  what  he  gives  away.  The  whole  (lock  of 
provifions  colleéled  during  a chace  that  has  lafted 
iijè  months,  is  frequently  expended  in  one  day  ; 
and  he  who  gives  the  entertainment  enjoys  more 
pleafure  than  his  guefts. 

None  of  the  writers  who  have  defcribed  the 
manners  of  the  favages  have  reckoned  benevolence 
among  their  virtues.  But  this  may  be  owen  to 
prejudice,  which  has  made  them  confound  the 
antipathy  arifing  from  refentment,  w'ith  natural 
temper.  Thefe  people  neither  love  nor  efteem 
the  Europeans,  nor  are  they  very  kind  to  them. 
The  inequality  of  conditions,  which  we  think  fo 
neceflfiiry  for  the  well-being  of  fociety.  Is,  in  their 
opinion,  the  greatefl;  folly.  They  are  Ihocked  to 
fee,  that  among  us,  one  man  has  more  property 
than  feveral  others  colledtively,  and  that ‘this  firfi: 
jnjuilice  is  produ<flive  of  a fécond,  which  is,  that 
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the  man  who  has  moft  riches  is  on  that  account 
the  moft  relpedcd.  But  what  appears  to  them  a 
meannefs  below  the  brute  creation  is,  that  men 
who  are  equal  by  nature  Ihould  degrade  them- 
felves  fo  far  as  to  depend  upon  the  will  or  the 
caprice  of  another.  The  refpeil  we  fhew  to  titles, 
dignities,  and  efpecially  to  hereditary  nobility, 
they  call  an  infult,  an  outrage  to  human  nature. 
Wl-^ever  knows  how  to  guide  a canoe,  to  beat 
an  enemy,  to  build  a hut,  to  live  upon  little,  to 
go  a hundred  leagues  in  the  woods,  with  no  other 
guide  than  the  wind  and  fun,  or  any  provifion  but 
a bow  and  arrows  j he  a6ts  the  part  of  a man,  and 
what  more  can  be  expected  of  him  ? That  reft- 
lefs  difpofition,  which  prompts  us  to  crofs  fo 
many  feas  in  queft  of  fugitive  advantages,  appears 
to  them  rather  the  effedt  of  poverty  than  of  in- 
duftry.  They  laugh  at  our  arts,  our  manners, 
and  all  thofe  cuftoms  which  infpire  us  with  a 
greater  degree  of  vanity,  in  proportion  as  they  re- 
move us  further  from  the  ftate  of  nature.  Their 
franknefs  and  honefty  is  rouzed  to  indignation  by 
the  tricks  and  cunning  which  have  been  pra6lifed 
in  our  dealings  with  them.  A multitude  of  other 
motives,  fome  founded  on  prejudice,  but  fre- 
quently on  reafon,  have  rendered  the  Europeans 
odious  to  the  Indians.  They  have  made  reprifals, 
and  are  become  harfli  and  'cruel  in  their  inter- 
courfe  with  us.  The  averfion  and  contempt  they 
have  conceived  for  our  manners,  has  always  made 
them  avoid  our  fociety.  We  have  never  been 
able  to  reconcile  any  of  them  to  our  indulgent 
manner  of  living  j whereas  we  have  feen  fome 
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^ Europeans  forego  all  the  conveniencies  of  civil 
i life,  retire  into  the  forefts,  and  take  up  the  bow 
and  the  club  of  the  favage. 

An  innate  fpirit  of  benevolence,  however,  fome- 
times  brings  the  favages  back  to  us.  At  the  be- 
ginningr  of  the  winter  a French  velTel  was  wrecked 
upon  the  rocks  of  Anticofti.  The  failors  who  had 
efcaped  the  rigour  of  the  feafon  and  the  dangers  of 
famine  in  this  defert  and  favage  illand,  buüt  a 
bark  out  of  the  remains  of  their  Ihip,  which,  in 
the  following  fpring,  conveyed  them  to  the  con- 
tinent. They  were  obferved  in  a languid  and  ex- 
piring Hate,  by  a hut  filled  with  favages.  Bre^ 
thren,  faid  the  chief  of  this  lonely  family,  addrefif- 
ing  himfelf  affectionately  to  them,  the  wretched  are 
entitled  to  our  -pity  and  our  ajftftance.  We  are  men, 
and  the  misfortunes  incident  to  any  of  the  human  race 
affedl  us  in  the  fame  manner  as  if  they  were  our  own, 
Thefe  humane  expreffions  were  accompanied  with 
every  token  of  friendfhip  thefe  generous  favages 
had  it  in  their  power  to  fhew. 

Europeans,  who  arc  fo  proud  of  your  govern* 
ment,  of  your  laws,  of  your  inftitutions,  of  your 
monuments,  of  every  thing  that  you  call  your 
wifdom,  fuffer  me  to  engage  your  attention  for  a 
moment.  I have  juft  deferibed,  in  a plain  and 
artlefs  way,  the  life  and  manners  of  the  favages. 
I have  not  concealed  from  you  their  vices,  nor 
have  I exaggerated  their  virtues.  I intreat  you 
to  preferve  the  fenfations  which  my  narrative  hath 
raifed  in  you,  till  the  man  of  the  firft  genius,  and 
of  the  greateft  eloquence  among  you,  (hall  have 
prepared  himfelf  to  deferibe  to  you,  with  all  the 
4 ftrength 
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firength  and  with  all  the  magic  of  his  colouring, 
the  good  and  the  evil  of  your  civilized  countries. 
His  picture  will  undoubtedly  tranfport  you  with 
admiration  j but  do  you  imagine  that  it  will 
leave  in  your  minds  that  delicious  emotion  which 
you  experience  at  prefent  ? Will  the  writer  in- 
fpire  you  with  thofe  fentiments  of  efteem,  love, 
and  veneration,  which  you  have  juft  granted  the 
favages  ? You  would  only  be  miferable  favages 
if  you  were  to  live  in  the  forefts,  and  the  Idweft 
of  the  favages  would  be  a refpeftable  man  in  your 
cities. 

One  thing  only  was  wanting  to  complete  the 
felicity  of  the  Americans,  and  that  was  the 
happinefs  of  being  fond  of  their  wives.  Nature 
hath  in  vain  beftowed  on  their  women  a good 
ftiape,  beautiful  eyes,  pleafing  features,  and  long 
black  hair.  All  thefe  accomplifliments  are  no 
longer  regarded  than  while  they  remain  in  a ftate 
of  independence.  They  no  fooner  fubmit  to  the 
matrimonial  yoke,  but  even  their  hulband,  who 
is  the  only  man  they  love,  grows  infenlible  to 
thofe  charms  they  were  fo  liberal  of  before  mar- 
riage. The  ftate  of  life,  indeed,  to  which  this 
condition  fubjedls  them,  is  by  no  means  favour- 
able to  beauty.  Their  features  alter,  and  they 
lofe  at  once  the  defire  and  the  power  of  pleafing. 
They  are  laborious,  indefatigable,  and  active. 
They  dig  the  ground,  fow,  and  reap  j while  their 
hufbands,  who  difdain  to  ftoop  to  the  drudgeries 
of  hufbandry,  amufe  themfelves  with  hunting, 
filhing,  fhooting  with  the  bow,  and  afterting  the 
dominion  of  man  over  the  earth, 
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Many  of  thefe  nations  allow  a plurality  Ot^ 
wives  i and  even  thofe  that  do  not  pradife  poly- 
gamy, have  Hill  referved  to  themfelves  the  liberty 
of  a divorce.  The  very  idea  of  an  indiflbluble 
tie  never  once  entered  the  thoughts  of  a people 
who  are  free  till  death.  When  thofe  who  are  mar- 
ried difagree,  they  part  by  confent,  and  divide 
their  children  between  them.  Nothing  appears 
to  them  more  repugnant  to  nature  and  reafon, 
than  the  contrary  fyftem  which  prevails  among 
Chriftians.  The  Great  Spirit,  fay  they,  hath 
created  us  all  to  be  happy  j and  we  Ihould  offend 
Kim,  were  we  to  live  in  a perpetual  fl;ate  of  con- 
ftraint  and  uneafinefs.  This  fyftem  agrees  with 
what  one  of  the  Miamis  faid  to  one  of  the  mif- 
fionaries.  My  wife  and  I were  continually  at  va- 
riance. My  neighbour  difagree*d  equally  with  his, 
JVe  have  exchanged  wives^  and  are  both  fatisfied, 

A CELEBRATED  writer,  whom  we  cannot  but 
admire,  even  when  we  differ  from  him  in  opinion, 
has  obferved,  that  love  among  the  Americans  is 
never  produdive  of  induftry,  genius,  and  charac- 
ter, as  it  is  among  the  Europeans  j becaufe  the 
former,  fays  he,  have  a fixth  fenfe,  weaker  than 
it  is  among  the  latter.  The  favages,  it  is  faidy 
are  neither  acquainted  with  the  torments  nor  the 
delights  of  this  moft  violent  of  all  palfions.  The 
air  and  the  climate,  the  moifture  of  which  con- 
tributes fo  powerfully  to  vegetation,  does  not  be- 
ftow  upon  them  any  great  warmth  of  conftitu- 
tion.  The  fame  fap  which  covers  the  countries 
with  forefts,  and  the  trees  with  leaves,  occafions 
among  men,  as  among,  women,  the  growth  of 
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long,  fnnoorh,  thick,  ftrong,  and  fturdy  hair. 
Men  who  have  little  more  beard  than  eunuchs 
have,  cannot  abound  in  generating  principles. 
The  blood  of  thefe  people  is  watery  and  coldj 
the  males  have  fometimes  milk  in  their  breafts. 
Hence  arifes  their  tardy  inclination  to  the  fex  ; 
their  averfion  for  them  at  certain  periods,  and 
in  times  of  pregnancy;  and  that  feeble  and  tran- 
fient  ardour;  which  is  excited  only  at  certain  fea- 
Ibns  of  the  year.  Hence  arifes  that  quicknefs 
of  imagination,  which  renders  them  fuperftitious; 
fearful  as  children  in  the  dark,  and  as  much 
prone  to  revenge  as  women  j which  makes  them 
poets,  and  figurative  in  their  difcourfe  ; men  of 
feeling,  in  a word,  but  not  of  ftrong  paflions. 
Hence,  in  fliort,  hath  proceeded  that  want  of  po- 
pulation which  hath  always  been  obferved  in 
them.  They  have  few  children,  becaufe  they  are 
not  fufficiently  fond  of  women.  And  this  is  a na- 
tional defeél,  with  which  the  old  men  were  incef- 
fantly  reproaching  the  young  people. 

But  may  it  not  be  faid,  that  the  paflion  of  the 
favages  for  women  is  lefs  languid  from  the  nature 
of  their  conftitution,  than  from  their  moral  cha- 
rafter  ? The  pleafures  of  love  are  too  eafily  in- 
dulged among  them,  to  excite  any  ftrong  de- 
fires. Accordingly,  among  ourfelves,  it  is  not 
in  thofe  ages,  where  luxury  encourages  inconti- 
nence, that  we  iee  the  men  moft  attached  ro  die 
women,  and  the  women  bear  the  moft  children. 
In  what  country  hath  love  ever  been  a fource  of 
heroifm  and  virtue,  when  the  women  have  not 
encouraged  their  lovers  to  thefe  purfuits  by  chafte 
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^ ^ refufals,  and  by  the  fliame  they  had  affixed  to  the 

— j weaknefs  of  their  fex  ? It  is  at  Sparta,  at  Rome, 

and  even  in  France,  in  the  ages  of  chivalry,  that 
love  hath  given  rife  to  great  undertakings,  and 
hath  occâfiôned  the  enduring  of  great  hardfliips. 
There  it  is,  that  uniting  itfelf  to  public,  fpirit,  it 
affifted  patriptifm,  or  fupplied  the  place  of  it.  As 
it  was  a more  difficult  thing  always  to  pleafe  one 
woman,  than  to  feduce  feveral,  the  fway  of  moral 
love  prolonged  the  power  of  natural  love,  by 
fuppreffing  it,  by  direding  it  to  proper  objects, 
by  deceiving  it  even  with  hopes  which  kept  up 
defires,  and  maintained  the  paffion  in  all  it’s 
ftrength.  But  this  love,.though  dinted  in  enjoy- 
ments, was  produdive  of  great  effeds.  To  love 
was  not  then  an  art,  but  a paffion,  which  being 
engendered'  in  innocence  itfelf,  was  kept  alive  by 
facrifices,  inftead  of  bèing  extinguiffied  in  volup- 
tuoufnefs. 

WiTF^  refped  to  the  favages,  if  they  ffiould 
not  be  fo  fond  of  women  as  civilized  people  are, 
it  is  not,  perhaps,  for  want  of  powers  or  inclina- 
tion to  population.  But  the  firft  wants  of  na- 
'ture  may,  perhaps,  reftrain  in  them  the  claims  of 
the  fécond.  Their  ftrength  is  almoft  all  exhaufted 
in  procuring  their  fubfiftence.  Hunting  and 
other  expeditions  leave  them  neither  the  oppor- 
tunity nor  the  leifure  of  attending  to  the  increafe 
of  their  fpecies.  No  wandering  nation  can  ever 
• be  numerous.  What  muft  become  of  women 
‘ obliged  to  follow  their  hufbands  a hundred  leagues, 
.with  children  at  their  breaft  or  in  their  arms? 
What  would  become  of  the  children  themfelves, 
m ■ if 
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if  deprived  of  the  milk  that  muft  neceflarily  fail 
during  the  fatigues  of  the  journey  ? Hunting  pre- 
vents, and  war  de^roys,  the  increafe  of  mankind. 
A lavuge  warrior  i^ifts  the  feducing  arts  of  young 
women,  who  drive  to  allure  him.  When  nature 
compels  this  tender  fex  to  make  the  firfl:  advances, 
and  to  purfue  the  men  that  avoid  them,  thofe 
who  are  lefs  inflamed  with  military  ardour,  than 
with  the  charms  of  beauty,  yield  to  the  temptâtion.’ 
But  the  true  warriors,  who  have  been  early  taught 
that  an  intercourfe  with  womerl  enervates'  ftrenath 
and  courage,  do  not  furrender.  It  is  not,  there- 
fore, owen  to  natural  defeats  that  Canada  is  un- 
peopled, but  to  the  track  of  life  purfued  by  it’s  in- 
habitants. Though  they  are  as  fit  for  procfeatiori 
as  our  northern  people,  all  their  ftrength  is  em- 
ployed for  their  own  prefervation.  Hunger  doe^ 
not  permit  them  to  attend  to  the  paflTion  of  love, 
if  the  people  of  the  fouth  lacrifice  every  thing  to 
tills  latter  deflre,  it  is  becaufe  the  former  is  eafily 
iatisfied.  In  a country  where  nature  iè  very  pro- 
lific, and  man  confumes  but  little,  all  the  ftrength 
he  has  to  fpare  is  entirely  turned  to  population  i 
which  is  likewife  alTifted  by  the  warmth  of  thd 
climate.  In  a climate  where  men  confume  more 
than  nature  affords  them  without  pains,  thef 
time  and  the  faculties  of  the  human  fpecies  are 
exhaufted  in  fatigues  that  are  detrimental  to  po- 
pulation. 

But  a further  proof,  that  the  favages  are  nOf 
lefs  inclined  to  women  than  we  are,  is,  that  they 
are  much  fonder  of  their  children.  Their  mothers 
fuckle  them  till  they  are  four  or  fiv^e  years  old,  and 
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fometimes  till  fix  or  feven.  From  their  earliefl:  in- 
fancy, their  parents  pay  a regard  to  their  natural 
independence,  and  never  beat  or  chide  them,  left 
they  fhould  check  that  free  and  martial  fpirit, 
which  is  one  day  to  conftitute  their  principal 
character.  They  even  forbear  to  make  ufe  of 
ftrong  arguments  to  perfuade  them,  becaufe  this 
would  be  in  fome  meafure  a reflraint  upon  their 
will.  As  they  are  only  taught  what  they  want  to^ 
know,  they  are  the  happieft  children  upon  earth. 
If  they  die,  the  parents  lament  them  with  deep 
regret  ; and  will  fometimes  go  fix  months  after,, 
to  weep  over  the  grave  of  their  child  ; and  the 
mother  will  fprinkle  it  with  her  awn  milk. 

The  ties  of  friendfliip  among  the  favages  are 
more  lafting  than  thofe  of  nature.  Friendfliip  is 
not  abfolutely  a duty,  fince  it  cannot  be  com- 
manded : but  it  is  a more  agreeable,  a more  ten- 
der, and  even  a ftronger  union,  than  thofe  which 
are  formed  by  nature,  or  by  focial  inftitutions. 
All  perfons  who  are  connefted  by  that  delightful 
fentiment,  agree  in  giving  mutual  advice  to  each 
other  in  difficult  conjunflures  ; in  adminiftring 
comfort  in  misfortunes  j in  granting  affiftance  ia 
undertakings,  and  fuccours  in  adverfity.  Ima- 
gination, far  from  feeking  to  diminiffi  the  obliga- 
tions incumbent  upon  this  virtue,  delights  in 
exaggerating  them.  It  is  thought  that  it  cannot 
fubfift  without  an  entire  neglect  of  one’s  felf> 
a total  renunciation  of  all  perfonal  interefls  in  fa- 
vour of  the  friend  truly  beloved. 

It  is  not  given  to  all  men  to  enjoy  the  fweets  of 
friendfhip.  Several  can  neither  feel  it  themlelves* 
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nor  infpire  it  to  others,  on  account  of  the  cold- 
nefs  and  fliffnefs  of  their  charafler.  How  is  it 
pofTible  that  it  Ihould  enter  into  the  heart  of  the 
rich  ? They  have  no  other  concern  but  their  pre- 
fent  opulence,  the  defire  of  increafing  it,  and  the 
dread  of  lofing  it.  The  powerful  man  requires 
none  but  flatterers,  who  fcarce  can  venture  to 
raife  their  timid  looks  up  to  him  ; and  mean 
fouls,  who  fervilely  implore  his  protection.  What 
pleafure  could  he  find  in  an  intimate  friendly 
connexion,  which  the  lowefl:  clafs  of  citizens 
might  enjoy  as  well,  or  better  than  he  ? The  dif- 
fipated  man  is  equally  incapable  of  ftrong  or  lad- 
ing atfeeftion  j he  is  wholly  abforbed  in  fliew,  and 
in  a variety  of  pleafures.  His  enjoyments  are  ex- 
ternal, and  his  heart  totally  unconnetfted  with  his 
attachments. 

Friendship  among  favages  is  never  broken  by 
that  variety  of  clafhing  interefts,  which  in  our 
focieties  weaken  even  the  tendered;  and  the  moft 
facred  connedlions.  When  a man  hath  once 
made  his  choice,  he  depofits  in  the  bread  of  his 
aflbeiate,  his  inmod  thoughts,  his  fentiments,  his 
projects,  his  forrows,  and  his  joys.  The  two 
friends  fliare  every  thing  in  common  j their  union 
is  for  lifej  they  fight  fide  by  fidej  and  if  one 
fiaould  fall,  the  other  certainly  expires  upon  the 
body  of  his  friend.  Even  then,  they  cheridi  the 
flattering  perfuafion,  that  their  feparation  will  be 
only  momentary,  and  that  tliey  diall  rejoin  each 
other  in  another  world,  where  they  fliall  never 
part,  and  where  they  fliall  perpetually  render 
^acli  other  the  mod  important  fervices.  An 
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Iroquois,  who  was  a Chriflian,  but  who  did  not 
live  according  to  the  maxims  of  the  gofpe!,  was 
threatened  with  eternal  punifhments.  He  aficed 
whether  his  friend,  who  had  been  buried  a few 
days,  was  in  hell  ? I have  ftrong  reafons  to  be- 
lieve, replied  the  miffionary,  that  he  hath  not 
been  fent  to  that  place  of  torment.  If  that  be 
the  cafe,  replied  the  favage,  I will  not  go  there 
either.  He  immediately  promifed  to  alter  his 
manners,  and  after  this,  always  led  a very  exem- 
plary life. 

The  favages  ffiew  a' degree  of  penetration  and 
fagacity,  which  aftoniffies  every  man  who  has  not 
obferved  how  much  our  arts  and  methods  of  life 
contribute  to  render  our  minds  dull  and  inactive  : 
becaufe  we  are  feldom  under  a neceffity  of  think- 
ing, and  have  only  the  trouble  to  learn.  If  how- 
ever they  have  never  improved  any  thing,  any 
more  than  thofe  animals,  in  which  we  obferve 
the  greatefi;  fhafé  of  fagac'ty,  it  is,  probably, 
becaufe,  as  they  have  no  ideas  but  fuch  as  relate 
to  their  prefent  wants,  the  equality  that  fubfifls 
between  them,  lays  every  individual  under  a ne- 
ceffity of  thinking  for  himfelf,  and  of  fpending 
his  whole  life  in  acquiring  this  common  ftock  of 
knowlege  -,  hence  it  may  be  reafonably  inferred, 
that  the  fum  total  of  ideas  in  a focietv  of  favages 
is  no  more  than  the  fum  of  ideas  in  each  indivi- 

, w. 

dual. 

Instead  of  abflrufe  meditations,  the  favao^es 
delight  in  fongs.  They  are  faid  to  have  no  variety 
in  their  fingingj  but  it  is  uncertain  whether 
thofe  vyho  have  bear’d  them  had  an  ear  properly 
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adapted  to  their  mufic.  When  we  firft  hear  a ^ o o k 
foreign  language  fpoken,  the  whole  feems  one 
continued  found,  and  appears  to  be  pronounced 
with  the  fame  tone  of  voice,  without  any  modu- 
lation or  profody.  It  is  only  by  continued  habit 
that  we  learn  to  diftinguilli  the  words  and  fylla- 
bles,  and  to  perceive  that  the  found  of  fome  is 
dull,  and  that  of  others  lharp,  and  that  it  is  more 
or  lels  lengthened  out.  Would  it  not  require  at 
lead;  ns  much  time  to  enable  us  to  determine  any 
thing  certain  with  regard  to  the  mufic  of  any  na- 
tion, which  mull  always  be  fubordinate  to  their 
language  ? 

Their  dances  are  generally  an  emblem  of  war, 
and  they  ufually  dance  with  their  weapons  in 
their  hands.  There  is  fomething  fo  regular,  ra- 
pid, and  terrible,  in  thele  dances,  that  an  Eu- 
ropean, when  firfl;  he  fees  them,  cannot  help 
fhuddering.  He  imagines  that  the  ground  will 
m a moment  be  covered  with  blood  and  fcattered 
limbs,  and  that  none  of  the  dancers  or  the  fpec- 
tators  will  furvive.  It  is  fomewhat  remarkable, 
that  in  the  firlt  ages  of  the  world,  and  among 
favage  nations,  dancing  fhould  be  an  imitative 
art,  and  that  it  fhould  have  loft  that  charader- 
iftic  in  civilized  countries,  where  it  feems  to  be 
reduced  to  a fet  of  uniform  Heps  without  mean- 
ing. But  it  is  with  dances  as  with  languages, 
they  grow  abftraded  like  the  ideas  they  are  in- 
tended to  reprefent.  The  figns  of  them  are  more 
allegorical,  as  the  minds  of  the  people  become 
more  refined.  In  the  fame  manner  as  a fingle 
word,  in  a learned  language,  e^prelTes  feveral 
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ideas;  fo,  in  an  allegorical  dance,  a Tingle  ftep, 
a Tingle  attitude,  is  Tufficient  to  excite  a variety 
of  Tenl'ations.  It  is  owen  to  want  of  imagination, 
either  in  the  dancers,  or  the  fpeftators,  if  a figur- 
ed dance  be  not,  or  do  not  appear  to  be,  ex- 
prefiive.  Befides,  the  lavages  can  exhibit  none 
but  ftrong  palfions  and  ferocious  manners,  and 
thefe  muft:  be  reprefented  by  more  Tignificant 
images  in  their  dances,  which  are  the  language 
pf  gefture,  the  firft  and  Timplefl.  of  all  languages. 
Nations  living  in  a ftate  of  civil  fociety,  and  in 
peace,  have  only  the  gentler  pafiions  to  reprefcnt 
which  are  beft  exprelTed  by  delicate  images,  fit 
to  convey  refined  ideas.  It  might  not,  however, 
be  improper  Tometimes  to  bring  back  dancing  to 
It’s  firft  origin,  to  exhibit  the  old  Timplicity  of 
manners,  to  revive  the  firft  Tenfations  of  nature 
by  motions  which  reprefcnt  them,  to  depart  from 
the  antiquated  and  fcientific  mode  of  the  Greeks 
and  Romans,  and  to  adopt  the  lively  and  fignifi- 
cant  images  pf  the  rude  Canadians. 

These  favages,  always  totally  devoted  to  the 
purfuit  of  the  prefent  paflion,  are  extravagantly 
fond  of  gaming,  as  is  ufual  with  all  idle  people, 
and  efpecially  of  games  of  chance.  The  fame 
men,  who  are  commonly  To  fedate,  moderate, 
and  difinterefted,  and  have  Tuch  a command  of 
themfelyes,  are  outrageous,  greedy  and  turbulent 
at  play;  they  lofe  their  peace,  their  Tenfcs,  and 
all  they  are  poflefled  of.  Deftitute  of  almoft  every 
thing,  coveting  all  they  Tee,  and  when  they  like 
it,  eager  to  have  and  enjoy  it,  their  attention  is 
entirely  turned  to  the  moft  Tpeedy  and  readieft 
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way  of  acquiring  it.  This  is  a confequence  of  b o o k 
their  manners,  as  well  as  of  their  charadler.  The  . ^ _» 
profpect  of  prefent  happinefs  always  prevents 
them  from  difeerning  the  evils  that  may  en- 
fue.  Their  forecaft  does  not  even  reach  from 
day  to  night.  They  are  alternately  filly  children, 
and  violent  men.  Every  thing  depends  with  them 
on  the  prefent  moment. 

Gaming  alone  would  lead  them  to  fuperftition, 
even  if  they  were  not  naturally  fubjed  to  that 
fcourge  of  the  human  race.  But  as  they  have  few 
phyficians  or  empirics  of  this  kind  to  have  re- 
courfe  to,  they  fuffer  lei's  from  this  diftemper  of 
the  mind  than  more  polifhed  nations,  and  are 
better  difpofed  to  attend  to  the  fuggeftions  of 
reafon  which  abate  the  violence  of  it.  The  Iroquois 
have  a confufed  notion  of  a firfl;  Being  who  go- 
verns the  world  at  pleafure.  They  never  repine 
at  the  evil  which  this  being  permits.  When 
fome  mifchance  befals  them  they  fay  j the  man 
above  will  have  it  fo  ; and  there  is,  perhaps,  more 
philofophy  in  this  fubmiffion,  than  in  all  the 
reafonings  and  declamations  of  our  philofophers. 

Moft  other  favage  nations  worlhip  thofe  two  firfl: 
principles  of  good  and  evil,  which  occur  to  the 
human  mind  as  foon  as  it  has  acquired  any  con- 
ception of  invifible  fubftances.  Sometimes  they 
worfhip  a river,  a forefl:,  the  fun  or  the  moon  ; 
in  Ihort,  any  beings  in  which  they  have  obferved  a 
certain  power  and  motion;  becaufe  wherever  they 
fee  motion,  which  they  cannot  account  for,  they 
fuppofe  there  is  a foul. 
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Thjey  feem  to  have  foine  notion  of  a future 
flatcj  but,  having  no  principles  of  morality,  they 
do  not  think  the  next  life  is  a ftate  of  reward  for 
virtue,  and  punifiiment  for  vice.  They  believed 
that  the  indefatigable  huntfman,  tiie  fearlefs  and 
mcrcilefs  warrior,  who  has  (lain  or  burnt  many 
enemies,  and  made  his  own  town  viftorious,  will 
àfter  death  pafs  into  a country,  where  he  will  be 
fupplied  with  plenty  cf  all  kinds  of  animals  to 
fatisfyhis  hunger;  whereas  thofe  who  are  grow’n 
old  in  indolence  and  without  glory,  will  be  for 
ever  baniOied  into  a barren  land,  where  they  will 
be  eternally  expofed  to  famine  and  fickncfs.  Their 
tenets  are  fuited  to  rheir  manners  and  their  wants. 
They  believe  in  fuch  plealures  and  fuch  fufFer- 
ings  as  they  are  acquainted  with.  They  have 
more  hopes  than  fears,  and  are  happy,  even  in 
their  delufions.  They  are,  however,  often  tor- 
mented with  dreams. 

Ignorance  is  naturally  prone  to  conneâ:  foine- 
thing  myfterious  with  dreams,  and  to  aferibe  them 
to  the  agency  of  fome  powerful  being,  who  takes 
the  opportunity,  when  our  faculties  are  fufjpended 
and  lulled  afleep,  of  watching  over  us  in  the  ab- 
sence of  our  fenfes.  It  is,  as  it  were,  afoul,  dif- 
tind  from  our  own,  that  glides  into  us,  to  inform 
us  of  what  is  to  come,  when  we  cannot  yet  fee  it; 
though  futu'rity  be  always  prefent  to  that  Being 
who  created  all  things. 

In  the  bleak  and  rough  climates  of  Canada, 
where  the  people  live  by  hunting,  their  nerves 
arc  apt  to  be  painfully  affeéled  by  the  inclemency 
of  the  weather,  and  by  fatigue  and  long  abfti- 
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rtence.  Then  thefe  favages  have  melancholy  and  ® 
troublefome  dreams;  they  imagine  they  are  fur-- 
rounded  with  enemies;  they  fee  their  town  fur- 
prifed,  and  deluged  in  blood;  they  receive  inju- 
ries and  wounds  ; their  wives,  their  children,  their 
friends  are  carried  off.  When  they  awake,  they 
take  thefe  vifions  for  a warning  from  the  gods  j 
and  that  fear  which  firft  infpired  them  with  this 
idea,  adds  to  their  natural  ferocity,  by  the  me- 
lancholy caft  it  gives  to  their  thoughts,  and  their 
gloomy  complexions.  The  old  women,  who  are 
ufelefs  in  the  world,  dream  for  the  fafety  of  the 
commonwealth.  Some  weak  old  men  alfo,  like 
them  too,  dream  on  public  affairs,  in  which  they 
have  no  Ihare  or  influence.  Young  men  who  are 
unfit  for  war,  or  laborious  exercifes,  will  dream 
too,  that  they  may  bear  fome  part  in  the  admi- 
niftration  of  the  clan.  In  vain  hath  it  been  attempt- 
ed, during  two  centuries,  to  remove  illufions  fo 
deeply  rooted.  The  favages  have  conftantly  repli- 
ed, Tou  Chriflians  laugh  at  the  faith  we  have  in 
dreams^  and  y et  require  us  to  believe  things  infinitely  more 
improbable.  Thus  we  fee  in  thefe  untutored  nations 
the  feeds  of  prieftcraft,  with  all  it’s  train  of  evils. 

- Were  it  not  for  thefe  melancholy  fits  ^and 
dreams, ‘there  would  fcarce  ever  be  any  contentions 
among  them.  Europeans,  who  have  lived  long  in 
thofe  countries,  afl'ure  us  they  never  faw  an  Indian 
in  a pafiion.  Without  fuperftition,  there  would  be 
as  few  national  as  private  quarrels. 

Private  differences  are  moft  commonly  ad- 
jufted  by  the  majority  of  the  people.  The  refpedt 
Ihew’n  by  the  nation  to  the  aggrieved  party,  fooths 
his  felf-love,  and  difpofes  him  to  peace.  It  is 
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more  difficult  to  prevent  quarrels,  or  to  put  an 
end  to  hoftilities  between  two  nations. 

War  often  takes  it’s  rife  from  hunting.  When 
two  companies,  which  were  feparated  by  a foreft  a 
hundred  leagues  in  extent,  happen  to  meet,  and 
to  interfere  with  each  other’s  fport,  they  foon 
quarrel,  and  turn  thofe  weapons  againft  one 
another  which  were  intended  for  the  deftrudion 
of  bears.  This  flight  fkirinilh  is  a fource  of  eter- 
nal difcord.  The  vanquiflied  party  vows  impla-? 
cable  vengeance  againft  the  conquerors,  a na- 
tional hatred  which  will  be  maintained  by  their 
pofterity,  and  be  rekindled  from  their  affies. 
The  mutual  wounds  which  both  parties  fuffer  in 
jfkirmifties  of  this  kind,  fometimes  put  a ftop  to 
thefe  contentions  s when  on  each  fide  they  hap- 
pen to  be  occafioned  by  fome  impetuous  young 
men,  who  in  the  heat  of  youth  may  have  been 
tempted  to  remove  to  a confiderable  diftance,  in 
order  to  make  a trial  of  their  military  {kill.  But 
the  contentions  between  whole  nations  are  not 
eafily  excited. 

The  declaration  of  war,  when  it  appears  necef- 
fary,  is  not  left  to  the  judgment  and  decifion  of 
one  man.  The  nation  meets,  and  the  chief  fpeaks. 
He  ftates  the  nature  of  the  injury  and  caufes  of 
complaint.  The  matter  is  confidered}  the  dangers 
and  the  confequences  of  a rupture  are  weighed. 
The  orators  fpeak  diredly  to  the  point,  without 
hefitation,  without  digreffion,  or  without  miftak- 
ing  the  cafe.  The  arguments  are  difcuflfed  with  a 
ftrength  of  reafoning  and  eloquence  that  arifes 
from  the  evidence  and  fimplicity  of  the  matter  in 
9 difpute^ 
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difpute;  and  even  with  an  impartiality  which’ is 
lefs  afFefted  by  their  ftrong  paffions,  than  it  is 
among  us  by  a combination  of  ideas.  If  war  be 
unanimoufly  determined  by  their  giving  a general 
fhout,  the  allies  are  invited  to  join  in  it,  which 
they  feldom  refufe,  as  they  always  have  fome  in- 
jury to  revenge,  or  fome  flain  to  replace  by  pri- 
foners. 

The  lavages  next  proceed  to  the  eleftion  of  a 
chief.  When  a certain  number  of  men  afl'emble 
to  execute  an  enterprife,  in  which  common  in- 
terell  is  concerned,  one  perfon  among  them  mull: 
be  appointed  to  guide  the  motions  of  the  mul- 
titude, of  whom  he  muft  be  the  common  foul  ; a 
foul  which  muft  command  them  all  as  imperioufly, 
as  it’s  orders  are  ilTued  to  the  members  of  the 
body  which  it  inhabits,  and  which  muft  be  obey- 
ed with  as  much  difpatch  and  punctuality. 
Whenever  this  identity  ceafes  diforder  is  intro- 
duced. It  is  no  longer  an  army  which  hath  the 
fame  object  in  view  j it  is  a fet  of  diftint  officers 
and  foldiers  who  have  each  of  them  their  particu- 
lar defisns.  That  fubordination  which  connets 
one  hundred  thoufand  men  with  all  their  powers 
to  one  commander,  is  the  chief  circumftance  of 
diftinctions  between  modern  and  ancient  warriors. 
Among  the  latter,  every  man  ufed  to  fmgle  out 
his  enemy,  and  bid  him  defiance  in  the  midft  of  the 
throng.  An  engagement  was  nothing  more  than  a 
great  number  of  duels  fought  at  the  fame  time, 
upon  a field  of  battle.  It  is  not  fo  at  prefent: 
our  armies  confift  of  deep,  large,  and  clofe  bo- 
dies of  men,  placed  upon  a line,  prefled  together, 
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ând  moving  in  all  diredions  as  one  Tingle  body^ 
Formerly  an  engagement  v/as  a duel  between  man 
and  man,  at  preTent,  it  is  a duel  of  one  body  of 
men  againft  another.  The  lead  want  of  fubordi- 
nation  would  bring  on  confufion,  and  confufion 
would  occafion  a horrid  malTacre  and  a humiliat- 
ing defeat. 

The  diflike  which  the  Tavages  of  Canada  have 
for  whatever  may  reflrain  their  independence, 
hath  not  prevented  them  from  perceiving  the  ne- 
celTity  of  having  a military  chief.  They  have 
always  been  led  to  adion  by  commanders,  and 
phyfiognomy  hath  been  always  attended  to  in  the 
choice  they  have  made  of  them.  This  might  be 
a very  fallacious,  and  even  ridiculous,  way  of 
forming  a judgment  of  men,  where  they  have 
been  trained  up  from  their  infancy  to  difguife  their 
real  fentiments,  and  where,  by  a conllant  prac- 
tice of  diiTimulation  and  artificial  .paflions,  the 
countenance  is  no  longer  expreflive  of  the  mind. 
But  a favage,  who  is  folely  guided  by  nature, 
and  is  acquainted  with  it’s  workings,"^  feldom 
miftakes  in  the  judgment  he  forms  at  firfl:  fight. 
The  chief  requifite,  next  to  a warlike  afped,  is  a 

flrong  voice;  becaufe,  in  armies  that  march 
^ . . * 
without  drums  or  clarions,  in  order  more  effec- 
tually to  furprife  the  enemy,  nothing  is  To  proper 
to  found  an  alarm,  or  to  give  the  fignal  for  the 
onfet,  as  the  terrible  voice  of  a chief,  who  fliouts 
and  ftrikes  at  the  fame  time.  But  the  befl;  re- 
commendations for  a general  are  his  exploits. 
Every  one  is  at  liberty  to  boaft  of  his  vidories,  in 
order  that  he  may  be  the  firft  to  expofe  himfelf 

to 
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to  march  foremoft  tô  meet  danger;  to  tell  what  b o o k ^ 
he  has  done,  in  order  to  (hew  what  he  will  do  ; l.  ^ 
and  the  favages  think  feif-commendation  notun- 
becoming a hero  who  can  Ihew  his  fears. 

He  who  is  chofen  to  be  chief,  and  to  lead  on 
the  reft  in  the  path  of  glory,  never  fails  to  ha- 
rangue them.  Comrades,”  ftiys  he,  the 
**  bones  of  our  brethren  are  ftill  uncovered.  They 
“cry  out  againft  us  ; we  muft  fatisfy  them. 

“ Young  men;  to  arms  ; fill  your  quivers;  paint 
yourfclves  with  gloomy  Cv^lours  that  may  ftrike 
terrorj  Let-  -the  woods  ring  with  our  war- 
fongs.  Let  us  footii  the  dead  with  the  fhouts 
of  vengeance.  Let  us  go  and  bathe  in  the 
blood  of  our  enemies,  take  prifoners,  and  fi^ht 
as  long  as  water  ftiall  flow  in  the  rivers,  and  as 
“ long  as  the  fun  and  moon  fhall  remain  fixed  in 
“ the  firmament.” 

At  thefe  words  thofe  brave  men,  who  are  ea^er 
for  war,  go  to  the  chief,  and  fay,  will/Ioare  the 
Aanger  with  thee,  yen  flo all ^ replies  the  chief; 

we  will  jhare  it  together.  ' But  as  no  pcrfuafions  are 
made  ufc  of  to  induce  any  one  to  join  the  army, 
left  a falfe  point  ofhonour  fliould  compel  men  of 
no  courage  to  take  the  field,  a man  muft  undergo 
many  trials  before  he  can  be  admitted  as  a foldier^ 

If  a young  man,  v/ho  has  never  yet  faced  the 
enemy,  fhould  betray  the  leaft  impatience,  when, 
after  long  abftinCnce,  he  is  expofed  to  the  fcorch- 
ing  heat  of  the  fun,  the  intenfe  frofts  of  the  nighr, 
or  the  flings  of  infefls,  he  would  be  declared  in- 
capable and  unworthy  to  bear  arms.  Are  the  fol- 
diers  of  our  militias  and  armies  formed  in  this 

manner  ? 
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manner?  On  the  contrary,  what  a mournful  and 
ominous  ceremony  is  our’s  ! Men  who  have  not 
been  able  to  cfcape  being  preffed  into  the  fervice, 
or  could  not  procure  an  exemption  by  purchafe, 
or  by  virtue  of  fome  privilege,  march  heavily 
along,  with  downcaft  looks,  and  pale  dejeéled 
faces,  before  a magiftrate,  whofe  ofBce  is  odious 
to  the  people,  and  whofe  honefty  is  doubtful. 
The  afflided  and  trembling  parents  feem  to  be 
following  their  fon  to  the  grave.  A black  fcroll, 
ifluing  from  a fatal  urn,  points  out  the  victims 
which  the  prince  devotes  to  war.  A diftradted 
mother  in  vain  prefles  her  fon  to  her  bofom,  and 
drives  to  detain  him  ; he  is  tor’n  from  her  arms,  and 
Ihe  bids  him  an  eternal  farewel,  curfing  the  day 
of  her  marriage,  and  that  of  her  delivery.  It  is 
not  certainly  by  fuch  facrifices  that  good  foldiers 
are  to  be  acquired.  It  is  not  with  fuch  fcenes  of 
diftrefs  and  confternation  that  the  favages  go  to 
meet  victory.  They  march  out  in  the  midfl  of 
feftivity,  finging  and  dancing.  The  young  mar- 
ried women  follow  their  hufbands  for  a day  or 
two,  without  (hewing  any  figns  of  grief  or  forrow. 
Thel'e  women,  who  do  not  even  utter  a groan  in 
the  pangs  of  chikl-birrh,  would  fcorn  to  foften 
the  minds  of  the  defencers  and  avengers  of  their 
country,  by  the  tears  even  of  tendernefs  and  com- 
palTion. 

The  weapons  of  thefe  favage  nations  are  a kind 
of  fpear,  armed  with  fliarp  bones,  and  a fmall  club 
of  very  hard  wood,  of  a round  figure,  and  with 
one  cutting  edge.  Inftead  of  thefe  laft,  fince  their 
acquaintance  with  the  Europeans,  they  make  ufe 
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bf  a hatchet,  which  they  manage  with  amazing 

dexterity.  Moft  of  them  have  no  inftrument  of 

defence;  but  if  they  attack  the  palifàdés  that  fur- 

round  a town,  they  cover  their  body  with  a thin 
✓ * 

pJank.  Some  of  them  ufed  to  wear  a kind  of 
cuirafs,  made  with  plaited  reeds;  but  they  left 
it  off,  on  finding  it  was  not  proof  againft  fire- 
arms. 

The  army  is  followed  by  dreamers,  who  affumd 
the  name  of  jugglers,  and  are  too.often  fuffered  to 
determine  the  military  operations.  They  march 
vvithoUt  any  colours.  All  the  warriors,  who  are 
almoft  naked,  that  they  may  be  the  more  alert  in 
battle,  rub  their  bodies  with  coal,  to  appear  more 
terrible,  or  with  mould,  that  they  may  not  be  fo 
eafily  feen  at  a diftanCe,  and  by  that  means  may  be 
better  able  to  furptife  the  enemy.  Notwithftanding 
their  natural  intrepidity  and  averfion  for  all  dif- 
guife,  their  wars  are  carried  on  with  artifice.  Thefe 
ftratagems,  common  to  all  nations,  whether  favage 
or  civilized,  are  become  neceffary  to  the  petty 
nations  of  Canada.  They  would  have  totally  de- 
ftroyed  one  another,  had  they  not  made  the  glory 
of  their  chiefs  to  confift  in  bringing  home  all  their 
companions,  rather  than  in  fheddingthe  blood  of 
their  foes.  Honour,  therefore,  is  to  be  gained 
by  falling  upon  the  enemy  before  he  is  prepared. 
Thefe  people,  whofe  fenfes  have  never  been  im- 
paired, are  extremely  quick  in  their  fmell,  and 
can  difcover  the  places  where  men  have  trod.  By 
the  keennefs  of  that  and  of  their  fight,  it  is  faid 
they  can  trace  footffeps  that  are  made  upon  the 
fhorteft  grafs,  upon  the  dry  ground,  and  even 
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upon  ftone  j and  from  the  nature  of  the  footfteps 
can  difcover  to  what  nation  the  adventurers  belong. 
Perhaps,  they  may  do  this  by  the  leaves  from  the 
forefts  which  always  cover  the  ground. 

WheN'  they  are  fo  fortunate  as  to  furprlfe  the 
enemy,  they  difcharge  a whole  volley  of  arrows, 
and  fall  upon  them  with  their  clubs  or  hatchets. 
If  they  are  upon  their  guard,  or  well  intrenched, 
they  retreat  if  they  can  j.  if  not,  they  fight  till  they 
conquer  or  die.  The  vidtorious  party  difpatch 
the  wounded  whom  they  cannot  carry  off,  fcalp 
the  dead,  and  take  fome  prifoners. 

The  conqueror  leaves  his  hatchet  upon  the 
field  of  battle,  having  previoufly  ertgraven  upon 
it  the  mark  of  his  nation,  that  of  his  family,  and 
efpecially  his  own  pidture;  that  is  to  fay,  an  oval 
with  the  figures  marked  on  his  own  face»  Others 

I 

paint  all  thefe  enfigns  of  honour,  or  rather  tro- 
phies of  vidlory,  on  the  flump  of  a tree,  or  on  a 
piece  of  the  bark,  with  coal  mixed  up  with  feveral 
colours.  To  this  they  add  the  hiftory,  not  only 
of  the  battle,  but  of  the  whole  campaign,  in  hiero- 
glyphic charadlers.  Next  to  the  pidture  of  the 
general,  the  number  of  his  foldiers  is  marked  by 
fo  many  lines  j,  that  of  the  prifoners  by  fo  many 
little  images,  and  that  of  the  dead  by  fo  many 
human  figures  without  heads.  Such  are  the  ex- 
prefiive  and  technical  figns  which,  in  all  original 
focieties,,  have  preceded  the  art  of  writing  and 
printing,  and  the  voluminous  libraries  which  fill 
the  palaces  of  the  rich  and  idle,  and  embarrafs  the 
the  minds  of  the  learned.. 
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TflE  hiftory  of  an  Indian  war  is  but  a fliort  book 
onej  they  make  hade  to  clefcribe  it,  for  fear  the  •_ 
enemy  ihould  rally  and  fall  upon  them.  The  con- 
queror glories  in  a precipitate  retreat,  and  never 
flops  till  he  reaches  his  own  territory  and  his  own 
town.  There  he  is  received  with  the  warmed 
tranfports  of  joy,  and  finds  his  reward  in  the  ap- 
plaules  of  his  countrymen*  A debate  then  cnfues, 
how  the  prifoners,  who  are  the  only  advantage  of 
their  vi6lory,  fhall.be  difpofed  of. 

The  mod  fortunate  of  the  captives  are  thofe 
who  are  chofen  to  replace  the  warriors  who  fell  in 
the  late  a6lion,  or  in  former  battles.  This  adop- 
tion has  been  wifely  contrived,  to  perpetuate  na- 
tions, which  would  foon  be  dedroyed  by  frequent 
wars^  The  prifoners  being  once  incorporated  into 
a family,  become  coufins,  uncles,  fathers,  bro- 
thers, hufbands;  in  fliort,  they  fucceed  to  any 
degree  of  confanguinity,  in  which  the  deceafed 
flood,  whofe  place  they  fupply } and  thefe  affec- 
tionate titles  convey  all  their  rights  to  them,  at 
the  fame  time  that  they  bind  them  to  all  their 
.engagements.  Far  from  being  averfe  for  attach- 
ing themfelves  with  all  prope.  affecdion  to  the 
family  that  has  adopted  them,  they  will  not  refufe 
even  to  take  up  arms  againd  their  own  country- 
men. Yet  this  is  furely  a drange  inverfion  of  the 
ties  of  nature.  They  mud  be  very  weak  men, 
thus  to  fliift  the  objecfl  of  their  regard  with  the 
viciflitudes  of  fortune.  The  truth  is,  that  war 
feems  to  cancel  all  the  bonds  of  nature,  and  to 
confine  a man’s  feelings  to  himfelf  alone.  Hence 
arifes  that  union  between  friends  among  the  fa- 
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® ^ vages,  which  is  obfervcd  to  be  ftronger  than  that 

which  fubfifts  between  relations.  Thofc  who  are 
to  fight  and  die  togeiher,  are  more  firmly  at- 
tached, than  thofe  who  are  born  together,  or 
under  the  fame  roof.  When  war  or  death  has 
difiblved  that  confanguinity  which  is  cemented  by 
nature,  or  has  been  formed  by  choice,  the  fame 
fate  which  loads  the  fiivage  with  chains,  gives  him 
new  relations  and  friends.  Cuftom  and  common 
confent  have  authorifed  this  fingular  law,  which 
undoubtedly  fprang  from  neceffity. 

But  it  fometimes  happens  that  a prifoner  re- 
fufes  this  adoptions  fometimes  that  he  is  excluded 
from  it.  A tall  handfome  prifoner  had  loft  feve- 
ral  of  his  fingers  in  battle.  This  circumftance 
was  not  noticed  at  firft.  Friend^  faid  the  widow 
to  whom  he  was  allotted,  we  had  chofen  you  to  live 
with  us  -,  but  in  the  condition  you  appear,  unable  to 
fight  and  to  defend  us,  of  what  life  is  life  to  you  ! 
Death  is  certainly  preferable.  I am  of  the  fame 
opinion,  anfwered  the  favage.  Well  then,  replied 
the  woman,  this  evening  you  floall  be  tied  to  the  flake. 
For  your  own  glory,  and  for  the  honour  of  your  family 
who  have  adopted  you,  remember  to  behave  like  a man 
of  courage.  He  promifed  he  would,  and  kept  hrs 
word.  For  three  days  he  endured  the  moft  cruel 
torments,  with  a conftancy  and  chcerfulnefs 
that  fet  them  all  at  defiance.  His  new  family 
never  forfook  him,  but  encouraged  him  by  their 
applaufe,  and  fupplied  him  with  drink  and  to- 
bacco in  the  midft  of  his  fufferings.  What  a 
mixture  of  virtue  and  ferocioufnefs  ! Every  thing 
is  great  in  thefe  people  who  are  not  enflaved. 

This 
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This  is  the  fublime  of  nature,  in  all  it’s  horrors 
and  it’s  beauties. 

The  captives  whom  none  chufe  to  adopt,  are 
foon  condemned  to  death.  The  viflims  are 
prepared  for  it  by  every  thing  that  may  tend  to 
infpire  them  with  a fondnefs  for  life.  The  beft 
fare,  the  kindeft  ufage,  the  moft  endearing  names, 
are  lavifhed  upon  them.  They  are  even  fome- 
times  indulged  vvicli  women  to  the  very  moment 
of  their  fentence.  Is  this  companion,  or  is  it  a 
refinement  of  barbarity  ? At  lall  a herald  comes, 
and  acquaints  the  wretch  that  the  pile  is  ready. 
Brother^  fays  he,  be  patient,  you  are  going  to  be 
burnt.  Very  well  brother^  fays  the  prifoner,  I thank- 
you. 

These  words  are  received  with  general  ap- 
plaufe;  but  the  women  are  the  moll  violent  in 
their  exprelTions  of  the  common  joy.  She  to 
whom  the  prifoner  is  delivered  up,  inftantly  in- 
vokes the  Ikade  of  a father,  a hufband,  a Ion,  the 
deareft  friend,  whofe  death  is  ftill  unrevenged. 
Draw  near,  fhe  cries,  I am  preparing  a feaft  for  thee. 
Come  and  drink  large  draughts  of  the  broth  1 intend 
to  give  thee.  ‘This  warrior  is  going  to  be  put  into  the 
cauldron.  ‘They  will  apply  hot  hatchets  all  over  his 
body  : They  will  fcalp  him.  They  will  drink  out  of 
his  fcull  i Thou  fhalt  be  avenged  and  fatisfied. 

This  furious  woman  then  ruflies  upon  her  vic- 
tim, who  is  tied  to  a poll  near  the  fiery  pile,  and 
by  ftriking  or  maiming  him,  flie  gives  the  fignal 
for  the  intended  cruelties.  There  is  not  a wo- 
man, or  child,  in  the  clan  whom  this  fight  has 
brought  together,  who  does  not  take  a part  in 
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torturing  and  flaying  the  miferable  captive.  Some 
pierce  his  flefli  with  firebrands  j otliers  cut  it  in 
flices  ; fome  tear  off  his  nails  ; while  others  cut 
off  his  fingers,  roaft  them,  and  devour  them  be- 
fore his  face.  Nothing  flops  his  executioners 
but  the  fear  of  haftening  his  end;  they  ftudy  tq 
prolong  his  fufferings  for  whole  days,  and  fome- 
times  they  make  him  linger  for  a week, 

In  the  midfl;  of  thefe  torments,  the  hero  fings, 
in  a barbarous  but  heroic  manner,  the  glory  of 
his  former  vi<ffories  ; he  fings  the  pleafure  he  for- 
merly took  in  flaying  his  enemies.  His  expiring 
voice  is  raifed,  to  exprefs  the  hope  he  entertains 
pf  being  revenged  i and  to  tell  his 'perfecutors 
that  they  know  not  how  to  avenge  their  ancef- 
tors,  whom  he  hath  maffacred.  He  chufes  tq 
bid  defiance  to  his  executioners,  the  moment 
when  their  rage  appears  rather  flaçkened  ; and 
he  endeavours  to  excite  it  anew,  in  order  that  the 
cxcefs  of  his  fufferings  may  difplay  the  excefs  of 
his  courage.  It  is  a conflifl  between  the  yifti'm 
and  his  tormentors}  a dreadful  challenge  between 
conftancy  in  fuffering,  and  obftinacy  in  torturing. 
But  the  fenfe  of  glory  predominates.  Whether 
this  intoxication  of  enthufiafm  fufpends,  or  wholly 
benumbs,  all  fenfe  of  pain  j or  whether  cuftorn 
and  education  alone  produce  thefe  prodigies  of 
herpifm,  certain  it  is,  that  the  fufferer  dies  with- 
out ever  fhedding  a te^ar  or  heaving  a figh.  Let 
fanatics  of  all  falfe  religions  no  longer  boaft  the 
çonftancy  of  their  martyrs  ; the  favage  of  nature 
goes  beyond  all  their  miraculous  accounts, 

Hp,vr 


471 


IN  THE  EAST  AND.  WEST  INDIES. 

How  (hall  wo  account  for  this  infcnfibility  ? Is  book 
it  owen  to  the  climate,  or  to  the  manner  of  life  ? ^ 

Colder  blood,  thicker  humours,  a confticution 
rendered  more  phlegmatic  by  the  dampnefs  of  the 
air  and  the  ground,  may  doubtlefs  blunt  the  irri- 
tability of  the  nervous  fyftem  in  Canada.  Men 
who  are  conftantly  expofed  to  all  the  inclemen- 
cies of  the  weather,  the  fatigues  of  hunting,  and 
the  perils  of  war,  contradl  fuch  a rigidity  of 
fibres,  fuch  a habit  of  fuffering,  as  makes  them 
infenfible  to  pain.  It  is  faid  the  favages  are  ’ 
fcarce  ever  convulfed  in  the  agonies  of  death, 
whether  they  die  of  ficknefs  or  of  a wound.  As 
they  have  no  apprehenfions,  either  of  the  ap- 
proaches or  the  confcquences  of  death,  their  ima- 
gination does  not  fuggeft  that  artificial  fenfibility 
againft  which  nature  has  guarded  them.  Their 
whole  life,  whether  confidered  in  a natural  or 
moral  view,  is  calculated  to  infpire  them  with  a 
contempt  for  death,  which  we  fo  much  dread  j 
and  to  enable  them  to  overcome  the  fenfe  of  pain, 
which  is  increafcd  by  our  indulgences. 

But  a circumftance  ftill  more  aftonifliing  in  the 
character  of  the  Indians  than  their  refolution  in 
fupporting  tortures,  is  the  rancour  that  appears  in 
their  revenge.  It  is  dreadful  to  think  that  man 
may  become  the  moft  cruel  of  all  animals.  In 
general,  revenge  is  not  profecuted  with  cruelty 
either  among  nations,  or  between  individuals  who 
are  governed  by  good  laws;  which,  at  the  fame 
time  that  they  protedl  the  fubjedt,  reftrain  him 
from  committing  injuries.  Vengeance  is  not  a 
very  lively  principle  in  wars  that  are  carried  on 
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between  great  nations,  becaufe  they  have  but 
little  to  fear  from  their  enemies,'  But  in  thofe 
petty  nations,  where  a confiderable  fliare  of  the 
power  of  the  ftate  belongs  to  each  individual, 
where  the  lofs  of  one  man  endangers  the  whole 
community,  war  is  nothing  elfe  than  a fpiric  of 
revenge  that  actuates  the  whole  body.  Among 
independent  men,  who  entertain  a degree  of 
efteem  for  themfelves,  which  can  never  be  felt  by 
ynen  who  are  under  fubjection  j among  favages 
whofe  afFedlions  are  very  lively,  and  confined  to  a 
few  objedls,  injuries  mud  necelTarily  be  refected 
to  the  greateft  degree,  becaufe  they  affeft  the 
perfon  in  the  mod  fenfible  manner  : the  alTadina- 
tion  of  a friend,  of  a fon,  of  a brother,  or  of  a 
fellow-citizen,  mud  be  avenged  by  the  death  of 
the  affaffin.  Thefe  beloved  fhades  are  continu- 
ally calling  out  for  vengeance  from  their  graves. 
They  wander  about  in  the  foreds,  amidd  the 
mournful  accents  of  the  birds  of  night  ; they  ap-; 
pear  in  the  phofphorus  and  in  the  lightning  j and 
fuperdition  pleads  for  them  in  the  afflicted  or  in- 
cenfed  hearts  of  their  friends. 

When  we  confider  the  hatred  which  the  hordes 
of  thefe  favages  bear  to  each  other;  the  hardfliips 
çhey  undergo;  the  fcarcity  they  are  often  expofed 
to;  the  frequency  of  their  wars;  the  fmall  num- 
ber of  inhabitants  ; the  numberlefs  fnares  we  lay 
for  them,;  we  cannot  but  forefee  that,  in  lefs  than 
three  centuries,  the  whole  race  will  be  extindl. 
What  judgment  will  poderity  form  of  this  fpe- 
cies  of  men,  who  will^  exid  only  in  the  deferip-^ 
pqns  qf  travçllçrs  ? Will  not;  the  accounts  given 
^ ‘ " (if 
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of  the  ravages  appear  to  them  in  the  fame  light  ® ^ 

as  the  fables  of  antiquity  do  to  us?  It  will  fpeak  of  v— -y-— j 
them,  as  the  Centaurs  and  Lapithæ  are  fpoken 
of  by  us.  How  many  contradidtions  will  not 
pofterity  difcover  in  their  cuftoms  and  manners  ! 

Will  not  fuch  of  our  writings  as  may  then  have 
efcaped  the  deftrudlive  hand  of  time,  pafs  for 
romantic  inventions,  like  thofe  which  Plato  has 
left  us  concerning  the  antient  Atlantica  ? 

The  charafler  of  the  North- Americans,  as  we  The  French 
have  deferibed  it,  had  Angularly  difplayed  itfelf  take  a part 
in  the  war  between  the  Iroquois  and  the  Algon- 
quins.  Thefe  two  nations,  the  moft  numerous  in 
Canada,  had  formed -a  kind  of  confederacy.  The 
former,  who  tilled  the  ground,  imparted  their  pro- 
du6lions  to  their  allies,  who  in  return  (hared  with 
them  the  fruits  of  their  chace.  Connedted  by 
their  reciprocal  w'ants,  they  mutually  defended 
each  other.  During  the  feafon  when  all  the  la- 
bours of  agriculture  were  interrupted  by  the  fnow 
on  the  ground,  they  lived  together.  The  Algon- 
quins went  a hunting  : and  the  Iroquois  ftaid  at 
home,  to  flcin  the  beads,  cure  the  flelh,  and  drefs 
the  hides. 

It  happened  one  year  that  a party  of  Algon- 
quins, who  were  not  very  dextrous,  or  much  ufed 
to  the  chace,  proved  unfuccefsful.  The  Iroquois, 
who  attended  them,  defired  leave  to  try  whether 
they  fhould  fucceed  better.  This  requed,  w'hich 
had  fometimes  been  complied  with,  w'as  not 
granted.  Irritated  at  this  unfeafonable  refulal, 
they  went  out  privately  in  the  night,  and  brought 
Jipmc  a great  number  of  animals.  The  Algon- 
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quins  greatly  mortified,  to  blot  out  the  very  re- 
membrance of  their  difgrace,  waited  till  the  Iro- 
quois huntfmen  were  adeep,  and  put  them  all  to 
death.  Tiiis  maffacre  occafioned  a great  alarm. 
The  offended  nation  demanded  juftice,  which  was 
haughtily  refufed  -,  and  they  were  given  to  under- 
ftand  that  they  muft  not  expedt  the  fmalleft  fatis- 
fadtion. 

The  Iroquois,  enraged  at  this  contemptuous 
treatment,  vowed  that  they  would  either  be  re- 
venged, or  that  they  would  perifh  in  the  attempt. 
But  .not  being  powerful  enough  to  venture  to  at- 
tack their  haughty  adverfaries,  they  removed  to 
a greater  diftance  in  order  to  try  their  ftrength, 
and  improve  their  military  flcill,  by  making  war 
asainft  fome  lefs  formidable  nations.  As  foon  as 
they  had  learnt  to  approach  like  foxes,  to  attack 
like  lions,  and  to  fly  like  birds,  as  they  exprefs 
themfelves,  they  were  no  longer  afraid  to  encoun- 
ter the  Algonquins  ; and,  therefore,  carried  on  a 
war  again  ft  them  with  a degree  of  ferocioufnefs 
proportionable  to  their  refentment. 

It  was  juft  at  the  time  when  thefe  animofities 
were  kindled  throughout  Canada,  that  the  French 
made  their  firlt  appearance  in  that  country.  The 
Montagnez,  who  inhabited  the  lower  parts  of  the 
river  St.  Lawrence  ; the  Algonquins,  who  were 
fettled  upon  it’s  banks,  from  Qiiebec  to  Montreal; 
the  Flurons,  who  were  difperfed  about  the  lake 
that  bears  that  name;  and  fome  lefs  çonfiderable 
nations,  who  wandered  about  in  the  intermediate 
fpaces;  were  all  inclined  to  favour  the  fetclement 
of  the  Grangers  ; thefe  feveral  nations  combined 

againft 
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againft  the  Iroquois,  and,  unable  to  withftand  ® 
them,  imagined  that  they  might  find  in  their  new  ^ 
guefb  an  unexpedled  refource,  which  would  in- 
fure  them  fuccefs.  From  the  opinion  they  enter- 
tained of  the  French,  which  feemed  as  if  it  were 
formed  upon  a thorough  knowlege  of  their  cha- 
racler,  they  flattered  themfelves  they  might  engage 
them  in  their-quarrel,  and  were  not  difappointed, 
Champlain,  who  ought  to  have  availed  himfelf  of 
the  fuperior  knowlege  of  the  Europeans  to  effedt 
a reconciliation  between  the  Americans,  did  not 
even  attempt  it.  He  warmly  efpoufed  the  inte- 
refts  of  his  neighbours,  and  accompanied  them  in 
purfuit  of  their  enemy. 

The  country  of  the  Iroquois  was  near  eighty 
leagues  in  length,  and  more  than  forty  in  breadth. 

It  was  bounded  by  the  lake  Erie,  the  lake  Onta- 
rio, the  river  St.  Lawrence,  and  the  celebrated 
countries  fince  know’n  by  the  names  of  New-York 
and  Penfylvania.  The  fpace  between  thefe  vad 
limits  was  watered  by  feveral  fine  rivers,  and  was 
inhabited  by  five  nations,  which  could  bring  about 
• twenty  thoufand  warriors  into  the  field  ; though 
they  are  now  reduced  to  Icfs  than  fifteen  hundred. 
They  formed  a kind  of  league  or  aflTociation,  not 
unlike  that  of  the  Swifs  or  the  Dutch.  Their 
deputies  met  once  a year,  to  hold  their  feall  of 
union,  and  to  deliberate  on  the  interefts  of  thq 
commonwealth, 

Though  the  Iroquois  did  not  expefl  to  be  again 
attacked  by  enemies  who  had  fo  often  been  con- 
quered, they  were  not  unprepared.  The  engage- 
ment was  begun  with  equal  confidence  on  both 
jfides^  o^ie  relying  on  their  ulual  fu^eriority  ; the 

other 
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fire-arms  could  not  fail  of  infuring  the  victory. 
And,  indeed,  no  fooner  had  Champlain,  and  the 
two  Frenchmen  who  attended  him,  fired  a fhor, 
which  killed  two  chiefs  of  the  Iroquois,  and  mor- 
tally wounded  a third,  than  the  whole  army  fled 
in  the  utmoft  amazement  and  confternation. 

This  alteration  in  the  mode  of  attack  induced 
them  to  think  of  changing  their  mode  of  defence. 
In  the  next  campaign,  they  judged  it  necelTary  to 
intrench  thernfelves,  to  elude  the  force  of  wea- 
pons they  were  unacquainted  with.  But  their 
precaution  was  ineffeflual.  Notwithflanding  an 
obftinate  refiflancejtheir  intrenchments  wereforced 
by  the  Indians,  fupported  by  a briflcer  fire  from  a 
greater  number  of  Frenchmen,  than  appeared  in 
the  firfl:  expedition.  The  Iroquois  were  almoft  all 
killed  or  taken.  Thofe  who  had  efcaped  from 
the  engagement  were  precipitated  into  a river,  and 
drowned. 

This  nation  would  probably  have  been  de- 
ftroyed,  or  compelled  to  live  in  peace,  had  not 
the  Dutch,  who  in  1610  founded  the  colony  of 
New  Belgia  in  their  neighbourhood,  fur'nifhed 
them  with  arms  and  ammunition.  Poflibly  too 
they  might  fecretly  foment  their  diviflons,  the  furs 
taken  from  the  enemy  during  the  continuance  of 
hoftilities  being  a greater  object  than  thofe  they 
could  procure  from  their  own  chace.  However 
this  may  be,  this  connection  reftored  the  balance 
between  both  parties.  Various  hoftilities  and  in- 
juries were  committed  by  each  nation,  which 
weakened  the  ftrength  of  both,  ,This  perpetual 
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ebb  and  flow  of  fuccefs,  which,  in  govemnnents,  book 

a6tuated  by  motives  of  interefl:  rather  than  of  ' 

revenge,  would  infallibly  have  reftored  tranquil- 
lity, ferved  but  to  increafe  animofities,  and  to 
exafperate  a'  number  of  little  clans,  bent  upon  ' 
each  other’s  deftruflion.  The  confequence  was, 
that  the  weakeft  of  thefe  petty  nations  were  foon 
deftroyed  -,  and  the  reft  were  gradually  reduced  to 
nothing. 

These  deftrudfive  events  did  not  however  con-  TheFrenck 
tribute  to  advance  the  power  of  the  French.  In  makes  no 
1627,  they  had  only  three  wretched  fetclements, 
furrounded  with  pales.  The  largeft  of  thefe  con-  «f*-^*** 
tained  but  fifty  inhabitants,  including  men,  wo- 
men, and  children.  The  climate  had  not  proved 
deftruélive  to  the  people  fent  there  : though  fe- 
. vere,  it  was  wholefome,  and  the  Europeans 
ftrengthened  their  conftitutions  without  endanger- 
ing their  lives.  The  little  progrefs  they  made  was 
entirely  owen  to  an  exclufive  company,  whofe 
chief  defigns  were  not  fo  much  intended  to  create 
a national  power  in  Canada,  as  to  enrich  them- 
felves  by  the  fur  trade.  This  evil  might  have 
been  immediately  removed,  by  abojifhing  this 
monopoly,  and  allowing  a free  trade  ; but  it  was 
not  then  time  to  adopt  fo  fimple  a theory.  The 
government,  however,  chofe  only  to  employ  a 
more  numerous  aflTociation,  compofed  of  men  of 
greater  property  and  credit. 

They  gave  them  thedifpofal  of  the  fettlements 
that  were  or  Ihould  be  formed  in  Canada,  together 
with  a power  of  fortifying  and  .governing  them  as 

they  thought  proper,  and  of  making  war  or  peace, 

as 
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as  fhould  beft  promote  their  interefl'.  The  whole 
trade  by  fea  and  land  was  allowed  them  for  a term 
of  fifteen  years,  except  the  cod  and  whale  fifhe- 
riesj  which  were  left  open  to  all.  The  beaver  and 
all  the  fur  trade  was  granted  to  the  company  for 
ever. 

To  all  thefe  were  added  further  encourage- 
ments. The  king  made  a prefent  of  two  large 
fhips  to  the  company,  which  confifted  of  feven 
hundred  proprietors.  Twelve  of  the  principal 
were  raifed  to  the  rank  of  nobility.  Gentlemen, 
and  even  the  clergy,  already  too  rich,  were  in- 
vited to  lhare  in  this  trade.  The  company  were 
allowed  the  liberty  of  fending  and  exporting  all 
kinds  of  commodities  and  merchandife,  free  of 
any  duty  whatfoever.  A perfon,  who  exercifed 
any  trade  in  the  colony  for  the  fpace  of  fix  years, 
was  entitled  to  the  freedom  of  the  fame  trade  in 
France.  The  laft  favour  granted  them  was  the 
free  entry  of  all  goods  manufadured  in  thofe  dif- 
tant  regions.  This  fingular  privilege,  the  mo- 
tives of  which  it  is  \iot  eafy  to  difcover,  gave  the 
manufadurers  of  New  France  an  infinite  advan- 
tage over  thofe  of  the  mother-country,  who  were 
encumbered  with  a variety  of  duties,  letters  of 
inafterftiip,  charges  for  ftamps,  and  with  all  the 
impediments  which  ignorance  and  avarice  had 
multiplied  without  end. 

In  return  for  fo  many  marks  of  partiality,  the 
company,  which  had  a capital  of  a hundred  thou- 
fand  crowns  *,  engaged  to  bring  into  the  colony. 
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in  the  year  1628,  which  was  the  firft  year  they  book 
enjoyed  their  charter,  two  or  three  hundred  arti-  ■ 
ficers  of  fuch  trades  as  were  fitted:  for  their  pur- 
pofe  i and  fixteen  thoufand  men  before  the  year 
1643.  They  were  to  provide  them  with  lodging 
'and  board,  to  maintain  them  for  three  years,  and 
afterwards  to  give  them  as  much  cleared  land 
as  would  be  neceflary  for  their  fubfiftence,  with 
a fufficient  quantity  of  grain  to  fow  it  the  firft 
year. 

Fortune  did  not  fécond  the  endeavours  of  go- 
venment  in  favour  of  the  new  company.  The 
firft  (hips  they  fitted  out  were  taken  by  the  Eng- 
lifli,  who  were  lately  at  variance  with  France,  on 
» account  of  the  fiege  of  Rochelle.  Richelieu  and 
Buckingham,  who  were  enemies  from  jealoufy, 
from  perfonal  character,  from  ftate  intereft,  and 
from  every  motive  that  can  excite  an  irreconcile- 
able  enmity  between  two  ambitious  minifters, 
took  this  opportunity  to  fpirit  up  the  two  kings 
they  governed,  and  the  two  nations  they  were  en- 
deavouring to  opprefs.  The  Englifh,  who  fought 
for  their  interefts,  gained  the  advantage  over  the 
French  ; and  the  latter  loft  Canada  in  1629.  The 
council  of  Lewis  XIII.  were  fo  little  acquainted 
with  the  value  of  this  fettlement,  that  they  wete 
inclined  not  to  demand  the  reftitution  of  it  ; but 
the  pride  of  the  leading  man,  who,  being  at  the 
head  of  the  company,  confidered  the  incroach- 
ments  of  the  Englifh  as  a perfonal  infult,  pre- 
vailed with  them  to  alter  their  opinion.  They 

met  with  lefs  difficulty  than  they  expelled  ; and 
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Canada  was  reftored  to  the  French,  with  peace* 
in  1631,  by  the  treaty  of  St.  Germain  eti 
Laye. 

The  French  were  not  taught  by  adverfity.  The 
fame  ignorance,  the  fame  negligence,  prevailed 
after  the  recovery  of  Canada  as  before.  The  mo- 
nopolizing company  fulfilled  none  of  their  engage- 
ments. This  breach  of  faith,  far  from  being  pu- 
nifhed,  was,  in  a manner,  rewarded  by  a pro- 
longation of  their  charter.  The  clamour  s of  all 
Canada  were  difregarded  at  fuch  a diftance  ; and 
the  deputies,  fent  to  reprefent  it’s  wretched  fitua- 
tion,  were  denied  accefs  to  the  throne,  where 
timid  truth  is  never  fuffered  to  approach,  but  is 
awed  into  filence  by  threats  and  punifhments. 
This  behaviour,  equally  repugnant  to  humanityy 
private  intereft  and  good  policy,  was  attended 
with  fuch  confequences  as  might  naturally  be  ex- 
pected from  it. 

The  French  had  formed  their  fettlement  im- 
properly. In  order  to  have  the  appearance  of 
reigning  over  an  immenfe  track  of  country,  and 
to  draw  nearer  to  the  furs,  they  had  placed  their 
' habitations  at  fuch  a diftance  from  each  other^ 
that  they  had  fcarce  any  communication,  and 
• were  unable  to  afford  each  other  any  aftiftance.. 
The  misfortunes  which  were  the  refult  of  this  im- 
prudence had  not  produced  any  alteration  in  their 
condu«51:.  The  intereft  of  the  moment  made  them 
always  forget  the  paft,  and  prevented  them  from 
forefeeing  the  future.  They  were  not  properly  in 
a focial  ftate,  fince  the  magiftrates  could  not  fu- 
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{3erincend  their  morals,  rior  government  provide  book 
for  the  fafety  of  their  perfohs  and  property. , 

The  audacious  and  ardent  Iroquois  foon  per- 
ceived the  defeat  of  this  conflitution,  and  pur- 
fued  meafures  to  avail  therttfelves  of  it.  The 
weak  bands  of  favages  which  had  been  fheltered 
from  their  fury,  deprived  of  that  fupport  which 
conftituted  their  fecurity,  foon  fied  before  them. 

This  firft  fuccefs  infpired  the  Iroquois  with  thé 
hopes  of  compelling  their  proteélors  to  crofs  the 
fea  again,  and  even  of  being  able  to  deprive  thefe 
foreigners  of  their  children,  that  with  them  they 
might  fill  the  place  of  thofe  warriors  they  had 
loft  in  the  preceding  wars.  To  avoid  thefe  cala- 
mities and  humiliations,  the  French  were  obliged 
to  ere<ft,  in  each  of  the  diftri6ls  which  they  occu- 
pied, a kind  of  fort,  where  they  took  refuge,  and 
where  they  fheltered  their  provifions  and  their 
cattle,  at  the  approach  of  thefe  irreconcileable 
foes.  Thefe  palifadoes,  commonly  fupported  by 
fome  indifferent  guns,  were  never  forced,  and 
perhaps  even  never  blocked  up  -,  but  whatever 
was  found  on  the  outfide  of  the  intrenchments, 
was  either  deftroyed,  or  carried  off  by  thefe  bar- 
barians. Such  was  the  mifery  and  deplorable 
ftate  of  the  colony,  that  it  was  reduced  to  fub- 
fift  upon  the  charitable  contributions  which  the 
miffionaries  received  from  Europe. 

The  French  miniftry,  at  length  awakened  from 
their  lethargy  by  that  general  commotion  which 
at  that  time  agitated  every  nation,  fent  a body  of 
four  hundred  well-difciplined  troops  to  Canada  in 

1662.  This  corps  was  reinforced  two  years  after,  effefted. 
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ij  periority  over  the  Iroquois.  Three  of  their  na- 
tions, alarmed  at  their  lofiTes,  made  propofals  for 
an  accommodation  ; and  the  other  two  were  fo 
' much  weakened,  that  they  were  induced  to  ac- 
cede to  it  in  1668.  At  this  time  the  colony  firll 
enjoyed  a profound  peace,  which  paved  the  way 
for  it’s  profperity  ; and  a freedom  of  trade  con- 
tributed to  fecureit.  The  beaver  trade  alone  con- 
tinued to  be  monopolized. 

This  revolution  in  affairs  excited  induftry. 
The  former  colonifts,  whofe  weaknefs  had  till 
then  confined  them  within  their  fettlements,  now 
ventured  to  extend  their  plantations,  and  culti- 
vated them  with  greater  confidence  and  fuccefs. 
All  the  foldiers,  who  confented  to  fettle  in  the 
New  World,  obtained  their  difcharge,  together 
with  a grant  of  fome  property.  The  officers  had 
lands  given  them  in  proportion  to  their  rank. 
The  former  fettlements  were  improved  ; and  new 
ones  eftabliflied,  wherever  the  intereft  or  lafety 
of  the  colony  required  it.  This  fpirit  and  a6li- 
< vity  occafioned  an  increafe  of  traffic  with  the  In- 
dians,, and  revived  the  intercourle  between  both 
continents.  This  profperity  feemed  likely  to  re- 
ceive additional  advantages  from  the  care  taken 
by  the  fuperintendants  of  the  colony,  not  only  to 
preferve  friendffiip  with  the  neighbouring  nations, 
but  likewife  to  eftabliffi  peace  and  harmony 
among  themfelves.  Not  a Tingle  act  of  hoftility 
was  committed  throughout  an  extent  of  four  or 
- five  hundred  leagues  i a circumllance,  perhaps,  un- 
hear’d-of  before  in  North  America,  It  ffiould 
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fcem  that  the  French  had  kindled  the  war  at  book 
, their  arrival,  only  to  cxtinguifh  it  the  more  ef-  < 
fccluallyi 

But  this  concord  could  riot  continue  among 
people  who  were  always  armed  for  the  chace> 
tinlefs  the  power  that  had  effeftéd  it  fhould  pre- 
ferve  it  by  the  fuperiprity  of  it’s  forces.  The 
Iroquois,  finding  this  precaution  was  negledledi 
refumed  that  reftlefs  difpofition  arifing  from  their 
love  of  revenge  and  dominion.  They  were,  how- 
ever, careful  to  continue  on  good  terms  with  all 
who  were  either  allies  or  neighbours  to  the 
French.  Notwithftanding  this  moderation,  they 
were  told  that  they  mull  immediately  lay  down 
their  arms,  and  reftore  all  the  prifoners  they  had 
taken,  or  expedt  to  fee  their  country  deftroyed,  and 
their  habitations  burnt  down.  This  haughty  fum- 
mons  incenfed  their  pride.  They  anfwered,  that 
they  fhould  never  fuffer  the  lead:  incroachment  on 
their  independence;  and  that  they  fhould  make 
the  French  fenfible,  that  they  were  friends  not  to 
be  negleéled,  and  enemies  not  to  be  defpifed.  Bur, 
as  they  were  daggered  with  the  air  of  authority 
that  had  been  affumed,  they  complied  in  parr  with 
the  ternis  required  of  them;  and  the  affair  was  thus  - 
compromifed, 

« 

But  this  kind  of  humiliation  rather  incrcafed 
the  refentment  of  a people  more  accuftomed  to 
commit  than  to  fuffer  injuries.  The  Englifh;  who 
in  1664  had  difpoffeffed  the  Dutch  of  New  Bel- 
gia,  and  remained  mafters  of  the  territory  they  had 
acquired,  which  they  had  called  New  York,  availed 
themfelves  of  the  difpofitions  of  the  Iroquois. 

I i 2 They 
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® ^ They  not  only  excited  the  fpirit  of  difcord,  but 

-v — ' added  prefents  to  induce  them  to  break  with  the 
French.  The  fame  artifices  were  ufed  to  feduce 
the  reft  of  their  allies.  Thofe  who  adhered  to  their 
allegiance  were  attacked.  All  were  invited,  and 
fome  compelled  to  bring  their  beaver  and  other 
furs  to  New  York,  where  they  fold  at  a higher 
price  than  in  the  French  colony. 

Denonville,  who  had  lately  been  fent  to  Ca- 
nada to  enforce  obedience  to  the  authority  of  the 
proudeft  of  monarchs,  was  impatient  of  all  thefe 
infults.  Though  he  was  in  a condition  not  only  to 
defend  his  own  frontiers,  but  even  to  incroach 
upon  thofe  of  the  Iroquois  ; yet,  fenfible  that  this 
nation  muft  not  be  attacked  without  being  de- 
ftroyed,  it  was  agreed  that  the  French  fhould  re- 
main in  a ftate  of  feeming  inaflion,  till  they  had 
received  from  Europe  the  neceffary  reinforcements 
for  executing  fo  defperate  a refolution.  Thefe 
fuccours  arrived  in  1687  ; and  the  colony  had  then 
1 1,249  perfons,  of  whom  about  one- third  were 
able  to  bear  arms. 

Notwithstanding  this  fuperiority  of  forces, 
Denonville  had  recourfe  to  ftratagem  j and  diftio- 
noured  the  French  name  among  the  favages  by  an 
infamous  perfidy.  Under  pretence  of  terminat- 
ing their  differences  by  négociation,  he  bafely 
abufed  the  confidence  which  the  Iroquois  repofed 
in  the  Jefuit  Lamberville,  to  allure  their  chiefs  to 
a conference.  As  foon  as  they  arrived,  they  were 
put  in  irons,  embarked  at  Quebec,  and  fent  to  the 
gall  i es. 


On 
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On  the  firft  report  of  this  treachery,  tlie^old 
men  fent  for  their  miffionary,  and  addreffed  him  in 
* the  following  manner:  We  are  authorized  by 

“ every  motive  to  treat  you  as  an  enemy,  but  we 
cannot  refolve  to  do  it.  Your  heart  has  had  no 
ffiare  in  the  infult  that  has  been  put  upon  us  ; 
“ and  it  would  be  unjuft  to  punifh  you  for  a 
“ crime  you  deteft  ftill  more  than  ourfelves.  But 
“ you  muft  leave  us.  Our  rafti  young  men  might 
confider  you  in  the  light  of  a traitor,  who  has 
delivered  up  the  chiefs  of  our  nation  to  flia'meful 
“ flavery.”  After  this  fpeech,  thefe  ravages'^  whom 
the  Europeans  have  always  calléd  barbarians,  gave 
the  miffionary  fomc  guides.  Who  conduced  him 
to  a place  of  fafety  ; arid' then  both  parties  took 
up  arms. 

The  French  prefently  fpread  terror  among  the' 
Iroquois  bordering  upon  the  great  lakes;  but  Dc- 
nonville  had  neither  the'adtiv’ity’  nor  the  expedition 
neceffary  to  improve  thefe  firft  fucceffes.  While 
he  was  taken  up  in  deliberating,  inftead'of  aftihg, 
the  campaign  was  clofed  withbut  the  acqu'ifition  of 
any  permanent  advantage.  This  ih'Creafed  thé’ 
boldnefs  of  the  Iroquois  who  lived  near  the  French 
fettlements,  where  they  repeatedly' committed  the 
moft  dreadful  ravages.  The  planters, 'finding- their' 
labours  deftroyed  by  thefe  depredations,  which 
deprived  them  of  the  means  of  repairing  the  da- 
mages they  had  fuftained,  ardently  wiffied  for 
peace.  Denonville’s  temper  coincided  with  their 
wifhes  ; but  it  was  no  eafy  matter  to  pacify  an  ene- 
my rendered  implacable  by  ill  iifage.  Lamber- 
yille,  who  ftill  maintained  his  former  afcendant 
‘ ' I i 3 oyer 
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over  them,  made  overtures  of  peace,  which  were 
liftened  to. 

While  thefe  négociations  were  carrying  on,  a 
Machiavel,  born  in  the  forefts,  know’n  by  the 
name  of  Le  Rat,  the  braveft,  the  moft  refolute,  the 
mofl:  intelligent  favage  ever  found  in  the  wilds  of 
North  America,  arrived  at  Fort  Frontenac  with 
a chofen  band  of  Hurons,  fully  determined  upon 
exploits  worthy  of  the  reputation  he  had  acquired. 
He  was  told  that  a treaty  was  a<^ually  on  foot} 
that  the  deputies  of  fhe  Iroquois  were  upon  the 
road  to  conclude  it  at  Montreal } and  that  it 
would  be  an  jnfult  upon  the  French  governor,  if 
hoflilities  fhould  be  carried  on  againft  a nation 
\t'ith  which  they  were  negotiating  a peace. 

Le  Rat,  piqued  that  the  French  fhould  thus 
enter  into  négociations  without  confulting  their 
allies,  refolved  to  puniHi  them  for  their  prefump- 
tion.  He  lay  in  wait  for  the  deputies,  fome  of 
whom  were  killed,  and  the  reft  taken  prifoners. 
When  the  latter  told  him  the  purport  of  their 
voyage,  he  feigned  the  greater  furprife,  as  Denon* 
ville,  he  faid,  had  fent  him  to  intercept  them. 
In  order  to  carry  on  the  deceit  more  fuccefsfully, 
he  immediately  releafed  thpm  all,  except  one, 
whom  he  pretended  to  keep,  to  replace  one  of  his 
Hurons  w'ho  had  been  killed  in  the  fray.  He 
then  haftened  to  Michillimakinac,  where  he  pre- 
fented  his  prifoner  to  the  French  commandant, 
who,  not  knowing  that  Denonville  was  treating 
with  the  Iroquois,  caufgd  the  unhappy  favage  to 
be  put  to  death.  Immediately  after  this.  Le  Rat 
lent  for  an  old  Iroquois,  who  had  long  beep  a 
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prifoncr  among  the  Hurons,  and  gave  him  his  book 
liberty  to  go  and  acquaint  his  nation,  that,  while  « 
the  Frenc-h  were  amufing  their  enemies  with  né- 
gociations, they  continued  to  take  prifoners  and 
murder  them.  This  artifice,  worthy  of  the  moft 
infamous  European  policy,  fucceeded  as  the  fa- 
vage  Le  Rat  defired.  The  war  was  renewed  with 
greater  fury  than  ever,  and  lafted  the  longer,  as 
the  Englilh,  who  about  that  period  were  engaged 
in  a conteft  with  France,  on  account  of  the  depo- 
fltion  of  James  II.  thought  it  their  intereft  to 
make  an  alliance  with  the  Iroquois. 

An  Englifli  fleet,  which  failed  from  Europe  in 
1690,  appeared  before  Quebec  ir;  October,  to 
lay  fiege  to  the  place.  They  had  reafon  to  ex- 
pe6l  but  a faint  refiftance,  as  the  favages  were 
to  make  a powerful  diverfion,  to  draw  off  the 
principal  land-forces  of  the  colony.  But  they 
were  compelled  fhamefully  to  relinquifli  the  en- 
terprife,  after  having  fuftain^d  great  lolTes.  The 
caufes  of  this  difappointment  merit^  fome  dif- 
cufllon. 

When  the  Britifh  miniftry  projected  the  reduc- 
tion of  Canada,  they  determined  that  the  land 
and  fea  forces  fliould  arrive  there  at  the  fame  ti,me. 

This  wile  plan  was  executed  with  the  utmoft:  ex- 
aflnefs.  As  the  fhips  were  failing  up  the  river 
St.  Lawrence,  the  troops  marched  by  land,  in 
order  to  reach  the  fcene  of  action  at  the  fame  in- 
ftant  as  the  fleet.  They  were  nearly  arrived, 
when  the  Iroquois,  who  conduced  and  fupported 
them,  recolleifled  the  hazard  they  ran  in  leading 
their  allies  to  the  conquefl  of  Quebec.  Situated 
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as  we  are  between  two  European  nations,  faid 
they  in  a council  which  they  held,  each  powerful 
enough  to  deftroy  us,  both  interefted  in  our  de- 
ftrudion,  when  they  no  longer  (land  in  need  of 
our  affiftancej  what  better  meafure  can  we  take, 
than  to  prevent  the  one  from  being  victorious 
over  the  other?  Then  will  each  of  them  be  com- 
pelled to  court  Qur  alliance,  or  to  bribe  us  to  a 
neutrality.  This  fyftem,  which  feemed  to  be 
dictated  by  the  fame  kind  of  deep  policy  as  that 
which  directs  the,  balance  of  Europe,  determined 
the  Iroquois  to  return  to  their  refpeCtive  homes 
under  various  pretences.  Their  defection  obliged 
the  Englifli  to  retreat  j and  the  French,  now  in 
fecurity  on  their  lands,  united  all  their  forces  with 
as  much  unanimity  as  fuccefs  for  the  defence  of 
their  capital. 

The  Iroquois,  from  motives  of  policy,  ftified 
their  refentment  againft  the  French,  and  were  at- 
tached rather  to  the  name  than  to  the  interefls  of 
England.  Thefe  two  European  powers,  there- 
fore, irreconcileable  rivals  to  each  other,  but  fe- 
parated  by  the  territory  of  a favagemation,  equally 
apprehenfiye  of  the  fuperiority  of  cither,  were 
prevented  from  doing  each  other  fo  much  injury 
as  they  could  have  wifhed.  The  war  was  carried 
on  merely  by  a few  depredations,  fatal  to  the 
colonifls,  but  of  little  confequence  to  the  feveral 
nations  concerned  in  them.  During  the  feene  of 
cruelties  exercifed  by  the  feveral  parties  of  Eng- 
lifli  and  Iroquois,  French  and  Hurons,  whofe 
ravages  extended  one  hundred  leagues  from 
home,  fome  aCtions  were  performed,  which 
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leemed  to  render  human  nature  fuperior  to  fuch  ^ 
enormities. 

Some  French  and  Indians  having  joined  in  ai^ 
expedition  that  required  a long  march,  their  pro*- 
vifions  began  to  fail.  The  Hurons  caught  plenty 
of  game,  and  always  offered  fome  to  the  French, 
who  were  not  fuch  fkilful  huntfmen.  The  latter 
would  have  declined  accepting  this  generous  oiferj 
Tou  Jhare  with  us  the  fatigues  of  war^  faid  the 
favages  ; it  is  but  reafonahle  that  we  fioould  fhare 
with  you  the  neceffaries  of  life  ; we  fioould  not  be  men 
if  we  a5led  otherwife  with  men.  If  fimilar  inftances 
of  magnanimity  may  have  fometimes  occurred 
among  Europeans,  the  following  is  peculiar  to- 
favages. 

A PARTY  of  Iroquois  being  informed  that  a 
party  of  the  French  and  their  allies  were  advan-- 
cing  with  fuperior  forces,  they  fled  with  precipi-. 
tation.  They  were  headed  by  Onontague,  who 
\yas  a hundred  years  old.  He  fcorned  to  fly  with 
the  reft,  and  chofe  rather  to  fall  into  the  hands  of 
the  enemy  ; though  he  had  nothing  to  expefl  but 
exquifite  torments.  What  a fpedacle  to  fee  four 
hundred  barbarians  eager  in  tormenting  an  old 
man  ; who,  far  from  complaining,  treated  the 
French  with  tlie  utmoft  contempt,  and  upbraided 
the  Hurons  with  having  {looped  to  be  the  flaves 
of  thole  vile  Europeans  ! One  of  his  tormentors, 
provoked  at  his  invedives,  ftabbed  him  in  three 
places,  to  put  an  end  to  his  repeated  inlults. 
^hou  doji  wrongs  faid  Onontague  calmly  to  him, 
to  fhoften  my  life  ; thou  wouldji  have  had  more  time 

to  learn  to  die  like  a man.  And  are  thele  the  men 
‘ ■ • whom 
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The  furs  are 
the  founda- 
tion of  the 
connexions 
hetwren  the 
French  and 
the  Indians. 


whom  the  French  and  Englifh  have  been  confpir- 
ing  to  extirpate  for  a century  paft  ? But,  perhaps, 
they.would  be  afhamed  to  live  among  fuch  models 
of  heroifm  and  magnanimity. 

The  peace  of  Ryfwick  put  a fudden  end  to  the 
calamities  of  Europe  and  the  hoftilities  in  Ame-r 
rica.  The  Hurons  and  the  Iroquois,  as  well  as 
the  French  and  Englifh,  were  fenfible  that  they 
required  a long  continuance  of  peace,  to  repair 
the  lofles  they  had  fuflained  in  war.  The  In-r 
dians  began  to  recover  themfelves;  the  Euro- 
peans refumed  their  labours;  and  the  fur  trade, 
the  firft  that  çould  be  entered  into  with  a nation 
of  huntfmen,  was  more  firmly  eftabliihed. 

Before  the  difeovery  of  Canada,  the  forefts* 
with  which  it  was  over-run  were  little  more  than 
the  extenfive  haunt  of  wild  beafts,  which  had 
multiplied  prodigioufly  ; becaufe  the  few  men 
who  lived  in  thofe  deferts  having  no  flocks  or 
tame  animals,  left  more  room  and  more  fbod  for 
fuch  as  were  wandering  and  free  like  themfelves. 
If  the  nature  of  .the  climate  did  not  afford  art  in- 
finite variety,  each  fpecies  ^produced,  at  leafl,  a 
multitude  of  individuals.  But  they  at  lafl:  paid 
tribute  to  the  fovereignty  of  man,  that  cruel 
power  which  hath  always  been  exercifed  in  a man- 
ner fo  fatal  to  every  living  creature.  Having 
neither  arts  nor  hufbandry  to  employ  them,  the 
favages  fed  and  clothed  themfelves  entirely  with 
the  wild  beafts  they  deftroyed.  As  foon  as  luxu- 
ry had  led  us  to  make  ufe  of  their  Ikins,  the  na- 
tives waged  a perpetual  war  againfl:  them;  which 
was  the  mure  adtive,  as  it  procured  them  plenty. 
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End  E VEricty  of  gratifications  which  they  were 
unaccuftomed  tOj  and  the  more  deftruftive,  as 
they  had  adopted  the  ufe  of  our  fire-arms.  This 
fatal  indufiry  exercifed  in  the  woods  of  Canada, 
, oceafioned  a great  quantity  and  prodigious  variety 
of  furs  to  be  brought  into  the  ports  of  France; 
fom,e  of  which  were  confumed  in  the  kingdom, 
and  the  reft  difpofed  of  in  the  neighbouring  coun- 
tries. Moft  of  thefe  furs  were  already  know’n  in 
Europe  ; they  came  from  the  northern  parts  of 
our  hemifphere,  but  in  too  fmall  'quantities  to 
fppply  a general  demand.  Caprice  and  noyelty 
have  made  them  more  or  lefs  in  fafliion,  fince 
it  has  been  found  to  be  for  the  intereft  of  the 
American  colonies  that  they  Ihould  be  valued  in 
the  mother-countries.  It  may  not  be  improper 
to  give  fome  account  of  thofe  that  are  ftill  in 
r.equeft. 

The  otter  is  a voracious  animal,  which  runs  or 
fwims  along  the  banks  or  the  lakes  of  rivers,  com- 
naonly  live?  upon  filh,  and  when  that  fails,  will 
feed  upon  grafs,  or  the  rind  of  aquatic  plants. 
From  his  manner  and  place  of  living  he  has  been 
r;jnked  amongft  amphibious  animals,  who  can 
equally  live  ip  the  air  and  under  water;  but  im- 
properly, fince  the  otter,  like  all  other  land  ani- 
mals, cannot  Jive  without  refpiration.  He  is  found 
in  all  thofe  countries  which  abound  in  water,  and 
are  temperate,  but  is  more  common  and  much 
larger  in  the  northern  parts  of  America.  His  hair 
is  no  where  fo  black  or  fo  fine;  a circumftance  the 
more  fatal  to  hirn,  a?  it  expofes  him  more  to  the 
purfuits  of  man, 
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The  pole-cat  is  in  equal  eftimation  among  the 
Canadian  huntfmen.*  There  are  three  fpecics  of 
this  animal  j the  firft  is  the  conlrhort  pole-catj  the 
fécond  is  called  the  mink;  and  the  third,  the  link- 
ing pole-cat,  becaufe  his'  urine,  which  he  voids  in 
liis  fright  when  he  is'  purfued,  is  fo  olFenfive,  that 
it  infers  the  air  at  a great  diftance.  Their  hair 
is  darker,  more  glbfly,  and  more  filky  than  in 
Europe.^ 

Even  the  rat  in  North- America  is  valuable  for 
his  Ikin,  There  are  two  forts  efpecially  whofe 
fkin  is  an  article  of  trade.  The  one,  which  is 
called  the  Opoffum,  is  twice  as  large  as  an' Euro- 
pean rat.  His  hair  is  commonly  of  a filver  grey; 
fometimes  of  a clear  white.  The  female  has  a bag 
under  her  belly,  which  flie  can  open  and  Ihut  at 
pleafure.  When  Ihe  is-  purfued;  fhe  puts  her 
young  ones  into  this  bag,  and  runs  away  with' 
them.  The  other,  which  is  called  the  mufk-rat, 
becaufe  his  ttftides  contain  muflt,  has  all  the  cha- 
raéleriftic  qualities  of  the  beaver,  of  which  he  feems 
to  be  a' diminutive,  and  hisikin  is  employed  for  the 
fame  purpofes. 

The-  ermine,  which  is  about  the  fize  of  a' 
fquirrel,  but  not  quite  fo  long,  has  the  fame 
lively  eyes,  keen  look,  and  his  motions  are  fo 
quick  that  the  eye  cannot  follow  them.  The 
tip  of  his  long  and  bufhy  tail  is  as  black  as  jet. 
His  hair,  which  is  yellow  as  gold  in  fummer,- 
turns  as  white  as"*  fnow  in  winter.  This  lively 
aïid'  light  animal  is  one  of  the  beauties  of  Cana- 
da; but,  though  fmaller-than  the  Sable,  isnot  fo 
common. 
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The  martin  is  only  to  be  met  with  in  cold  ^ o o k- 
countries,  in  the  center  of  the  fbrefts,  far  from  all  ^ 
habitations,  is  a bead;  of  prey,  and  lives  upon 
birds.  Though  it  i$  but  a foot  and  a half  long,  it 
leaves  prints  on  the  fnow,  that  appear  to  be  the 
footfteps  of  a very  large  animal  j becaufe  it  always 
jumps  along,  and  leaves  the  marks  of  both  feet 
together.  It’s  fur  is  much  efteemed,  thougli  far  in- 
ferior to  that  fpecies  which  is  diflinguifhed  by  the 
name  of  the  Sable.  This  is  of  a fhining  black. 

The  fined  among  them  are  thofe  whofe  flcin  is 
the  mod  brown,  and  reaches  along  the  back 
quite  to  the  tip  of  the  tail.  The  martins  fel- 
dom  quit  the  inmod  recedes  of  their  impenetra- 
ble woods  more  than  once  in  two  or  three  years. 

The  natives  think  it  portends  a good winter  ; that 
is,  a great  quantity  of  fnow,  and  confequently 
good  fport. 

The  animal  which  the- ancients  called  Lynx, 
know’n  in  Siberia  by  the  name  of  the  Ounce,  is 
only  called  the  wil^-cat  in  Canada,  where  it  is 
fmaller  than  in  our  hemifphere.  This  animal,  to 
whom  vulgar  error  would  not  have  attributed  very 
piercing  eyes,  if  he  were  not  endowed  with  the 
faculty  of  feeing,  hearing,  and  fmelling  at  a dif- 
tance,  lives  upon  what  game  he  can  catch,  which 
he  purfues  to  the  very  tops  of  the  tailed  trees. 

His  fieih  is  know’n  to  be  very  white  and  well 
flavoured;  but  he  is  hunted  chiefly  for  the  fake 
of  his  fkin  ; the  hair  of  which  is  very  long,  and 
of  a fine  light  grey,  but.  lefs  efteemed  than  that 
of  the  fox. 
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Tniâ  carnivorous  and  mifchievous  animal  is  i 
native  of  the  frozen  climates,  where  nature  afford- 
ing few  vegetables,  feems  to  compel  all  animals 
to  eat  one  another.  In  warmer  climates  he  has 
loft  inuch  of  his  original  beauty,  and  his  fur  is  not 
fo  fine.  In  the  north,  it  has  remained  long,  foft, 
and  full,  fometimes  white,  fometimes  brown, 
and  often  red  or  fandy.  The  fineft  of  any  is  that 
which  is  black i but  this  is  more  fcarce  in  Canada 
than  in  Mufcovy,  which  lies  further  north,  and 
is  not  fo  damp. 

Beside  thefe  fmaller  furs.  North- America  fup- 
plies  us  with  fkins  of  the  flag,  the  deer,  and  the 
roe-buck;  of  the  mooze-deer,  called  there  Cari*^ 
boil  ; and  of  the  elk,  which  is  called  Orignal» 
Thefe  two  laft  kinds,  which  in  our  hemifphere 
are  only  found  towards  the  polar  circle,  the  elk 
on  this  fide,  and  the  mooze-deer  beyond,  are  to 
be  met  with  in  America  in  more  fouthern  lati- 
tudes. This  may  be  owen  to  the  cold  being  more 
intenfe  in  America,  from  fingular  caufes  which 
make  an  exception  to  the  general  law  of  nature  ; 
or  it  may  poffibly  arife  from  thefe  frefh  lands  being 
lefs  frequented  by  deftruftive  man.  Their  ftrong, 
foft,  and  warm  fkins  -make  excellent  garments, 
which  are  very  light.  All  thefe  animals  are  hunt- 
ed by  the  Europeans  ; but  the  favages  have  re- 
ferved  the  chace  of  the  bear  to  themfelves,  it  be-« 
ing  their  favourite  fport,  and  beft  adapted  to  their 
warlike  manners,  their  ftrength  and  their  bravery, 
and  efpecially  to  their  wants. 

In  a cold  and  fevere  climate,  the  bear  is  moft 
commonly  black.  As  he  is  rather  fhy  than  fierce, 
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inftead  of  a cavern,  he  chufes  for  his  lurking-  book 
place  the  hollow  rotten  trunk  of  an  old  tree. 

There  he  fixes  himfelf  in  winter,  as  high  as  he  can 
climb.  As  he  is  very  fat  at  the  end  of  autumn, 
very  much  covered  with  hair,  takes  no  exercife, 
and  is  almoll  always  afleep,  he  muft  lofe  but  little 
by  perfpiration,  and  confequently  m.uft  feldom 
want  to  go  abroad  in  queft  of  food.  But  he  is 
forced  out  of  his  retreat  by  it's  being  fet  fire  to  ; 
and  as  foon  as  he  attempts,  to  come  down,  he  falls 
under  a Ihower  of  arrows  before  he  can  reach  the 
ground.  The  Indians  feed  upon  his  fielh,  rub 
themfelves  with  his  greafe,  and  clothe  themfelves 
with  his  flcin.  Such  was  the  defign  of  their  pur- 
fuit  after  the  bear,  when  a new  intereft  diredted 
them  towards  the  beaver. 

This  animal  pofiefles  all  the  friendly  difpofi-  of 
tions  fit  for  fociety,  without  being  fubjedt,  as  we  Theirdifpol 
are,  to  the  vices  or  m/isfortunes  attendant  upon  it.  fo'rmôf*gol 
Formed  by  nature  for  focial  life,  he  is  endowed 
with  an  inftindl;  adapted  to  the  prefervation  and 
propagation  of  his  fpecies.  This  animal,  whofc 
tender  plaintive  accents,  and  whofe  ftriking  ex- 
ample, draw  tears  of  admiration  and  pity  from  the 
humane  philofopher,  who  contemplates  his  life 
and  manners;  this  harmlefs  animal,  who  never 
hurts  any  living  creature,  neither  carnivorous  nor 
fanguinary,  is  become  the  objedl  of  man’s  mod: 
earneft  purfuit,  and  the  one  which  the  favages 
hunt  after  with  the  greateft  eagernefs  and  cruelty  : 
a circumftance  owen  to  the  unmerciful  rapaciouf- 
nefs  of  the  mod:  polifhed  nations  of  Europe. 

The 
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^ The  beaver  is  about  three  or  four  feet  longji 

) but  his  weight  amounts  to  forty  or  fixty  pounds^ 
which  is  the  confequence  of  the  largenefs  of  his 
mufcles*  His  head,  which  he  carries  downwards, 
is  like  that  of  a rat,  and  his  back  raifed  in  an  arch 
above  it  like  that  of  a moufe.  Lucretius  has 
obfcrved,  not  that  man  has  hands  given  him  to 
make  ufe  of  them,  but  that  he  had  hands  given 
him,  and  has  made  ufe  of  them.  Thus  the  bea- 
ver has  webs  at  his  hinder  feet,  and  he  fwims  with 
them.  The  toes  of  his  fore-feet  are  feparate,  and 
anfwer  the  purpofe  of  hands  j the  tail,  which  is 
fiat,  oval,  and  covered  with  fcales,  he  ufes  to 
carry  loads  and  to  work  with  3 he  has  four  (harp 
incifors  or  cutting  teeth,  which  ferve  him  inftead 
of  carpenter’s  tools.  All  thefe  inftruments,  wliich 
are  in  a manner  ufelefs  while  he  lives  alone,  and 
do  not  then  diflinguifii  him  from  other  animals, 
are  of  infinite  fervice  when  he  lives  in  fociety, 
and  enable  him  to  difplay  a degree  of  ingenuity 
fuperior  to  all  inftindt. 

Without  pafiions,  without  a defire  of  doing 
injury  to  any,  and  without  craft,  when  he  does  not 
live  in  fociety,  he  fcarcely  ventures  to  defend 
himfelf.  He  never  bites  unlefs  he  be  caught. 
But  in  the  focial  ftate,  in  lieu  of  weapons,  he  has  a 
variety  of  contrivances  to  fecure  himfelf  without 
fighting,  and  to  live  without  committing  or  fuffer- 
ing  any  injury.  This  peaceable  and  even  tame 
animal  is  neverthelefs  independent  3 he  is  a flave' 
to  none,  becaufe  all  his  wants  are  fupplied  by  him- 
felf: he  enters  into  fociety,  but  will  not  ferve, 
1 nor 
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nor  does  he  pretend  to  command  : and  all  his  la- 
bours are  direded  by  a filent  infiind. 

It  is  the  common  want  of  fubfiftence  and  pro- 
pagation that  calls  the  beavers  home,  and  collects 
them  together  in  fummer  to  build  their  towns 
againft  winter.  As  early  as  June  or  July,  they 
come  in  from  all  quarters,  and  aflemble,  to  the 
number  of  two  or  three  hundred  ; but  always  by 
the  water-fide,  becaufe  thèfe  republicans  are  to 
live  on  the  water,  to  fecure  themfelves  from  inva- 
fion.  Sometimes  they  give  the  preference  to  ftill 
lakes,  in  unfrequented  diftricts,  becaufe  there  the 
waters  are  always  at  an  equal  height.  When 
they  find  no  pools  of  Handing  water,  they  make 
one  in  the  midft  of  rivers  or  ftreams,  by  means 
of  a caufeway  or  dam.  The  very  plan  of  this 
contrivance  implies  fuch  a complication  of  ideas, 
as  our  (hort-fighted  reafon  would  be  apt  to  think 
above  any  capacity  but  that  of  an  intelligent 
being.  The  firfl:  thing  to  be  ereded  is  a pile  a 
hundred  feet  long,  and  twelve  feet  thick  at  the 
bafis,  which  flielves  away  to  two  or  three  feet  in 
a Hope  anfv/erable  to  the  depth  of  the  waters. 
To  fave  work,  or  to  facilitate  their  labour,  they 
chufe  the  fhalloweft  part  of  the  river.  , If  (hèj 
find  a large*  tree  by  the  water-fide,  th'ey  felki't,  ,f6 
that  it  falls  acrofs  the  ftream.  If  it  flaould^b'è 
larger  in  circumference  than  a man’‘S  body,  they 
faw  it  through,  or  rather  gnaw  the  foot  with  theit 
four  lharp  teeth.  The  branches  are  foon  lopped 
off  by  thefe  induftrious  workmen,  who  want  to 
fafhion  it  into  a beam.  A number  of  fmaller 
trees  are  felled  and 'prepared  for  the  intended  pile. 
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® ^ Some  drag  thefe  trees  to  the  river-fide,  others 

-v — ' fwim  ov'er  with  them  to  the  place  where  the  caufe- 
way  is  to  be  raifed.  But  the  queftion  is,  how 
thefe  animals  are  to  fink  them  in  the  water 
with  the  affiftance  only  of  their  teeth,  tail,  and 
feet  : their  contrivance  is  this.  With  their  nails 
they  dig  a hole  in  the  ground,  or  at  the  bottom 
of  the  water.  With  th^ir  teeth  they  reft  the  large 
end  of  the  ftake  againft  the  bank  of  the  river,  or 
againft  the  great  beam  that  lies  acrofs.  With 
their  feet  they  raife  the  ftake  and  fink  it  with  the 
lharp  end  downwards  into  the  hole,  where  it 
Bands  upright.  With  their  tails  they  make  mor- 
tar, with  which  they  fill  up  all  the  vacancies  be- 
tween the  ftakes,  which  are  bound  together  with 
twifted  boughs;  and  thus  the  pile  is  conftrudled. 
The  flope  of  the  dam  is  oppofite  to  the  current, 
to  break  more  efFe6lually  the  force  of  the  water 
by  a gradual  refiftance,  and  the  ftakes  are  driven 
in  obliquely,  in  proportion  to  the  inclination  of 
the  plane.  The  ftakes  are  planted  perpendicu- 
larly on  the  fide  where  the  water  is  to  fall  ; and, 
in  order  to  open  a drain  which  may  lefTen  the 
effecft  of  the  flope  and  weight  of  the  caufeway, 
thpy  make  two  or  three  openings  at  the  top  of  it, 
by  which  part  of  the  waters  of  the  river  may  run 
off.  i, 

.4 

.WHEN^his  work  is  finilhed  by  the  whole  body 
of  the  republic,  every  member  confiders  of  a 
lodging  for  himfelf.  Each  company  builds  a hut 
in  the  water  upon  the  pile.  Thefe  huts  are  from 
four  to  ten  feet  in  diameter,  upon  an  oval  or 
round  fpot.  Some  are  two  or  three  ftories  high, 

according 
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according  to  the  number  of  families  or  houfeholds»  * 
Each  hut  contains  at  lead  two  or  three^  and  Tome  ^ 
ten  or  fifteen.  The  walls,  whether  high  or  low* 
are  about  two  feet  thick,  and  are  all  arched  at  the 
top,  and  perfectly  neat  and  folid  both  within  and 
without.  They  are  varnifhed  with  a kind  of 
llucco,  impenetrable  by  the  water  and  by  the  ex- 
ternal air.  Every  apartment  has  two  openings,  one 
on  the  land  fide,  to  enable^the  beavers  to  go  out’, 
and  fetch  provifions  j the  other  on  the  fide  next 
the  ftream,  to  facilitate  their  efcape,  at  the  ap- 
proach of  the  enemy;  that  is,  of  man,  the  de- 
ftroyer  of  cities  and  commonwealths.  The  win- 
dow of  the  houfe  opens  to  the  water.  There 
they  take  the  frefh  air  in  the  day-time,  plunged 
into  the  river  up  to  their  middle.  In  winter  it 
ferves  to  fence  them  againft  the  ice,  which  col- 
ledls  to  the  thicknefs  of  two  or  three  feet.  The 
fhelf,  intended  to  prevent  the  ice  from  flopping 
up  this  window,  refis  upon  two  fiakes  that  Hope 
fo  as  to  carry  off  the  water  from  the  houfe,  and 
leave  an  outlet  to  efcape,  or  to  go  and  fwim  under 
the  ice.  The  infide  of  the  houfe  has  no  other 
furniture  than  a flooringof  grafs,  covered -with  the 
boughs  of  the  fir-tree.  No  filth  of  any  kind  is 
ever  feen  in  thefe  apartments. 

The  materials  for  thefe  buildings  are  always  to 
be  found  in  their  neighbourhood.  Thefe  are 
alders,  poplars,  and  other  trees,  delighting  in 
watery  places,  as  thefe  republicans  do  who  build 
their  apartments  of  them.  Thefe  citizens  have 
the  fatisfaflion,  af  the  fame  time  that  they  fafiiion, 

the  wood,  to  nourifh  themfelves  with  it.  Like 
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certain  favages  of  the  frozen  ocean,  they  ear  the 
bark.  The  favages,  indeed,  do  not  like  it  till  it 
is  dried,  pounded,  and  properly  dreffed  j whereas 
the  beavers  chew  it,  and  fuck  it  when  it  is  quite 
green. 

Provisions  of  bark  and  tender  twigs  are  laid 
up  in  feparate  ftore-houfes,  for  every  hut,  pro- 
portionable to  the  number  of  it’s  inhabitantsi 
ï^very  beaver  knows  his  own  ftore-houfe,  and  not 
one  of  them  Heals  from  that  of  his  neighbour. 
Each  party  live  in  their  own  habitation,  and  are 
contented  with  it,  though  jealous  of  the  property 
they  have  acquired  in  it  by  their  labour.  The 
provifions  of  the  community  are  collefted  and 
expended  without  any  contefl.  They  are  fatis- 
fied  with  that  fimple  food  which  their  labour 
prepares  for  them.  The  only  paflion  they  have,  is 
that  of  conjugal  affeélion,  the  balls  and  end  of 
which  is  the  increafe  of  their  fpecies. 

Two  of  thefe  animals,  matched  together  and 
united  by  inclination  and  reciprocal  choice,  after 
being  acquainted  with  each  other  by  being  mu- 
tually employed  in  the  public  labours  during 
the  fummer  months,  agree  to  pafs  the  winter  to- 
gether. They  prepare  for  this  by  the  Hock  of 
provifions  they  lay  up  in  September.  The  happy 
couple  retire  into  their  hut  in  the  autumnal  fea- 
fon,  which  is  not  lefs  favourable  to  love  than  the 
ipring.  If  the  feafon  of  flowers  invite  the  birds 
of  the  fky  to  propagate  in  the  woods,  the  feafon 
of  fruits,  perhaps,  excites  the  inhabitants  of 
the  earth  as  powerfully  to  the  reproduction  of 
their  fpecies.  The  winter  at  leaft  gives  leifure 
' ■ for 
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for  amorous  purfuits,  and  in  this  circumftancc 
compenfates  the  advantages  of  other  feafons. 
The  couple  then  never  quit  each  other.  Their 
whole  time  is  confecrated  to  love;  from  which 
neither  labour  nor  any  other  object  can  divert 
them.  The  females  conceive,  and  bear  the  en- 
dearing pledges  of  this  univerfal  palTion  of  nature. 
If  fome  funlhiny  day  fhould  chance  to  enliven 
this  melancholy  feafon,  the  happy  couple  go 
out  of  their  hut,  to  walk  on  the  borders  of 
the  lake  or  the  river,  there  to  eat  fome  frelh 
bark,  and  to  breathe  the  falutary  exhalations  of 
the  earth.  Towards  the  end  of  winter,  however, 
the  mothers  bring  forth  their  young  ones,  which 
have  been  conceived  in  autumn  ; and  while  the 
father  ranges  all  the  v/oods,  allured  by  the  fweets^ 
of  the  fpring,  leaving  to  his  little  family  the  room 
he  took  up  in  his  narrow  cell,  the  mother  fuckles 
and  nurfes  them,  to  the  number  of  two  or  three; 
then  fhe  takes  them  out  along  with  her  in  her  ex- 
curfions,  in  fearch  of  Cray  and  other  filh,  and 
green  bark,  to  recruit  her  own  flrength,  and  to 
feed  them,  till  the  feafon  of  labour  returns. 

Thus  doth  this  republic  live  in  focieties,  which 
might  diftantly  be  compared  to  a large  Carthu- 
fian  convent.  But  they  have  only  the  appearance 
of  it;  and  if  happinefs  may  be  laid  to  dwell  in 
thefe  two  forts  of  communities,  it  muft  be  ac-r 
knowleged  that  it  is  by  very  oppofite  means; 
fince  in  the  former,  happinefs  confids  in  follow- 
ing nature;  while  in  the  latter,  it  confifts  in 
thwarting  and  deftroying  her.  But  man,  in  his 
folly^  thinks  he  has  found  out  the  path  of  wif-. 

■ K k 3 dom. 


502 


HISTORY  OF  SETTLEMENTS  AND  TRADE 


® ^ dom.  A number  of  perfons  live  together  in  a 

y — • kind  of  fociety,  which  precludes  for  ever  all  in- 
tercourfe  between  the  two  fexes.  The  men  and 
the  women  are  placed  in  diftindl  cells,  where, 
to  make  them  happy,  nothing  more  would  be  re- 
quired, than  that  they  fhould  live  together.  There 
they  confume  their  beft  days,  in  ftifiing,  or  in 
execrating  the  propenfity  that  attrafts  them  to 
each  other,  even  through  the  prifons  and  grates 
of  iron,  which  have  been  raifed  to  prevent  them 
from  indulging  every  tender  and  innocent  emo- 
tion of  the  heart.  Can  any  thing  be  more  in- 
jurious, as  well  as  inhuman,  than  thefe  gloomy 
and  ferocious  inftitutions,  which  deprive  man  of 
his  nature,  and  render  him  ftupid  and  filly,  under 
pretence  of  making  him  fimilar  to  angels  ? God 
of  Nature  ! It  is  at  thy  tribunal  that  we  muft 
appeal,  againft  all  thofe  laws,  which  injure  the , 
moft  beautiful  among  thy  works,  by  condemning 
them  to  a ftate  of  fterility,  contrary  to  thine  own 
inftitutions  ! For  art  thou  not  a truly  plaftic  and 
fruitful  Beings  thou  who  hath  created  man  from 
nothing,  and  taken  him  out  of  chaos  j thou,  who 
doth  continually  caufe  life  to  be  renewed  even 
from  death  itfelf  ? Who  is  it  that  beft  fings  forth  thy 
praifes,  the  folitary  being  who  difturbs  the  filence 
of  the  night  to  celebrate  thee  among  the  tombs, 
or  the  happy  people,  who  glorify  thee,  in  per- 
petuating the  wonders  of  thy  works  ? 

Such  is  the  fyftem  of  the  republican,  induftri- 
ous,  intelligent  beaver,  Ikilled  in  architedure, 
provident  and  fyftematical  in  it’s  plans  of  police 
and  fociety,  whofe  gentle  and  inftrudive  manners 

we 
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we  have  been  deferibing.  Happy,  if  his  coat  did 
not  tempt  mercilefs  and  favage  man  to  deftroy  his 
buildings  and  his  race.  It  has  frequently  hap- 
pened, when  the  Americans  have  demoliflied  the 
fettlements  of  the  beavers,  that  thofe  indefati- 
gable  animals  have  had  the  refoluiion  to  rebuild 
them  in  the  very  fame  fitnation  for  feveral  fum- 
mers  fucceffively.  The  winter  is  the  time  for 
attacking  them.  Experience  then  warns  them  of 
their  danger.  At  the  approach  of  the  huntfmen, 
one  of  them  ftrikes  a hard  llroke  with  his  tail 
upon  the  water;  this  fignal  fpreads  a general 
alarm  throughout  all  the  huts  of  the  common- 
wealth, and  every  one  tries  to  fave  himfelf  under 
the  ice.  But  it  is  very  difficult  to  efcape  all  the 
fnares  that  are  laid  for  this  harmlefs  tribe. 

Sometimes  the  huntlmen  lie  in  wait  for  them; 
but  as  thefe  animals  fee  and  hear  at  a great  dif- 
tance,  it  feldom  happens  that  they  are  fhot  by  the 
water-fide,  and  they  never  venture  fo  far  upon 
land  as  to  be  caught  by  furprife.  If  the  beaver 
be  wounded  before  he  takes  to  the  water,  he  has 
always  time  enough  to  plunge  in  ; and,  if  he  dies 
afterwards,  he  is  loft,  becaufe  he  finks,  and  never 
rifes  again. 

A MORE  certain  way  of  catching  beavers  is,  by 
laymg  traps  in  the  woods,  where  they  eat  the  ten-r 
der  bark  of  young  trees.  Thefe  traps  are  baited 
with  frefh  flips  of  wood,  and  as  foon  as  the  beavers 
touch  them,  a great  weight  falls  and  crulhes  their 
loins.  The  man,  who  is  concealed  near  the  place, 
haftens  to  it,  feizes  the  animal,  and  having  killed 
it,  carries  it  off. 
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- There  are  other  methods  more  commonly  and 

; fuccefsfully  pradlifed.  The  huts  are  fometimes 
attacked,  in  order  to  drive  out  the  inhabitants, 
who  are  watched  at  the  edges  of  the  holes  that 
have  been  bored  in  the  ice,  where  they  cannon 
avoid  coming  to  take  in  fiefli  air.  The  inftant 
they  appear,  they  are  killed.  At  other  times,  the 
animal,  driven  out  of  his  retreat,  is  entangled  in 
the  nets,  fpread  for  fome  toifes  round  his  hut,  the 
ice  being  broken  for  that  purpofe.  If  the  whole 
colony  is  to  be  taken  at  once,  inftead  of  breaking 
down  the  fluices  to  drown  the  inhabitants,  a 
Icheme  that  might,  perhaps,  be  tried  with  effe6t 
in  Holland,  the  caufeway  is  opened,  in  order  to 
drain  off  the  water  from  the  pool  where  the  beavers 
live.  When  they  are  thus  left  dry,  defencelefs, 
and  unable  to  efcape,  they  may  be  caught  at  plea- 
fure,  and  deftroyed  at  any  time  j but  care  is  al- 
ways taken  to  leave  a fufiicient  number  of  males 
and  females  to  preferve  the  breed  i an  afl  of  ge- 
ncrofity,  which  in  reality  proceeds  only  from 
avarice.  The  cruel  forefight  of  man  only  fpares 
a few,  in  order  to  have  the  more  to  deftroy.  The 
beaver,  whofe  plaintive  cry  feems  to  implore  his 
clemency  and  pity,  finds  in  the  favage,  rendered 
cruel  by  the  Europeans,  only  an  implacable 
enemy,  whofe  enterprifes  are  undertaken,  not  fo 
much  to  fupply  his  own  wants,  as  to  furnilh  fu- 
perfluities  to  another  world. 

Jf  we  compare  the  manners,  the  police,  and  the 
indullry  of  the  beavers,  with  the  wandering  life  of 
the  favages  of  Canada;  we  lhall  be  inclined  to 
admit,  making  allowance  for  the  fuperiority  of 
. man’§ 
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plan’s  faculties  above  thofe  of  animals,  chat  the  book 
beaver  was  much  further  advanced  in  the  arts  of 
focial  life,  than  his  purfuer,  when  the  Europeans 
firft  brought  their  talents  and  improvements  to 
North-America. 

The  beaver,  an  older  inhabitant  of  that  world, 
chan  man,  and  the  quiet  pofTelTor  of  regions  fo 
well  adapted  to  his  fpecies,  had  employed  that 
tranquillity  he  had  enjoyed  for  many  ages,  in  the 
improvement  of  his  faculties.  In  our  hemifphere, 
man  has  feized  upon  the  moft  wholefome  and 
fertile  regions,  and  has  driven  out  or  fubdued  all 
other  animals.  If  the  bee  and  the  ant  have  pre- 
ferved  their  laws  and  goverrîment  from  the  jea- 
lous and  deftrudlive  dominion  of  tyrant  man,  it 
has  been  owen  to  the  fmallnefs  of  their  fize.  It 
is  thus  we  fee  fome  republics  in  Europe,  without 
fplendour  or  ftrength,  maintain  themfelves  by 
thçir  very  weaknefs,  in  the  midft  of  vaft  monar- 
chies, which  mull  fooner  or  later  fwallow  them 
up.  But  the  focial  quadrupeds,  banilhed  into 
uninhabited  climates,  unfit  for  their  increafe, 
have  been  unconnedled  in  all  places,  incapable  * 
of  uniting  into  a community,  or  of  improving 
their  natural  fagacity  j while  man,  who  has  re- 
duced them  to  that  precarious  ftate,  exults  in 
their  degradation,  and  fets  a high  value  on  that 
fuperior  nature  and  thofe  rational  powers,  which 
conftitute  a perpetual  diftinflion  between  his 
fpecies  and  all  others. 

Brutes,  we  are  told,  bring  nothing  to  perfec- 
tion : their  operations,  therefore,  can  only  be  me- 
chanical, and  do  not  imply  any  principle  fimilar 

to 
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to  that  which  afluates  man.  Without  examining 
in  what  perfe6lion  confifts  j whether  the  mod 
civilized  being  be  in  reality  the  mod  perfect  ; 
whether  he  does  not  lofe  in  the  property  of  his 
perfon  what  he  acquires  in  the  property  of 
things  ; or,  whether  what  is  added  to  his  enjoy- 
ments is  not  fo  much  fubtrafted  from  his  dura- 
tion t it  mud  be  acknowleged,  that  the  beavcr> 
which  in  Europe  is  a wandering,  folitary,  timo- 
rous and  dupid  animal,  was  in  Canada  acquaint- 
ed with  civil  and  domedic  government  j knew 
how  to  didinguifh  the  proper  feafons  for  labour 
and  red,  was  acquainted  with  fome  rules  of  archi- 
tecture, and  with  the  curious  and  learned  art  of 
condructing  dikes  i yet  he  had  attained  to  this 
degree  of  improvement  with  feeble  and  imperfeCt 
tools.  He  can  hardly  fee  the  work  he  performs 
with  his  tail.  His  teeth,  which  anfwer  the  pur- 
pofes  of  a variety  of  tools,  are  circular,  and  con- 
fined by  the  lips.  Man,  on  the  contrary,  with 
hands  fit  for  every  purpofe,  hath  in  this  fingle  or- 
gan of  the  touch  all  the  combined  powers  of 
ftrength  and  dexterity.  Is  it  not  to  this  advantage 
of  organization  that  he  owes  the  fuperiority  of 
his  fpecies  above  all  others  ? It  is  not  becaufe 
his  eyes  are  turned  toward  heaven,  as  thofe  of  all 
birds  are,  that  he  is  the  lord  of  the  creation  j it 
is  becaufe  he  is  provided  with  hands,  capable" of 
every  exertion,  and  of  adapting  themfelves  to 
every  fpecies  of  induftry  : hands,  ever  ready  to 
ftrike  terror  into  his  enemies,  to  defend  or  to 
afiift  him.  His  hand  is  his  feeptre,  that  arm 
which  he  lifts  up  to  heaven,  to  find  out,  as  it 

were. 
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were,  his  origin;  he,  at  the  fame  time,  marks  ® 
his  dominion  with  it  over  the  earth,  by  deftroy-  «. 
ing  and  ravaging  the  face  of  the  globe.  The 
fiireft  fign  of  the  population  of  mankind  is  the 
depopulation  of  other  fpecies.  That  of  the  bea- 
vers gradually  decreafes  and  difappears  in  Cana- 
da, fince  the  Europeans  have  been  in  quell  of 
their  fkins. 

Their  fkins  vary  with  the  climate,  both  in  co- 
lour and  quality.  In  the  fame  diltridl,  however, 
where  the  colonies  of  civilized  beavers  are  found,  ' 
there  are  fome  that  are  wild  and  folitary.  Thefe 
animals,  who  are  faid  to  be  expelled  the  fociety 
for  their  ill  behaviour,  live  in  a fubterraneous  re- 
treat, and  have  neither  lodging  nor  llorchoufe. 
They  are  called  earth  beavers.  Their  coat  is 
dirty,  and  the  hair  on  their  backs  is  wor’n  off  by 
rubbing  againll  the  cave  which  they  dig  for  their 
habitation.  The  hole  they  make,  and  which  com- 
monly opens  into  fome  pond  or  ditch  full  of  wa- 
ter, fometimes  extends  above  a hundred  feet  in 
length,  and  rifes  gradually  in  a flope,  to  facilitate 
their  efcape  from  inundations  when  the  waters 
fwell.  Some  of  thefe  beavers  are  fo  wild  as  to 
difclaim  all  communication  with  their  natural 
element,  and  live  entirely  on  land.  In  this 
they  refemble  our  otters  in  Europe.  Thefe  wild 
beavers  have  not  fuch  fleek  hair  as  thofe  that 
live  in  focieties  ; their  furs  are  anfwerable  to  their 
manners. 

Beavers  are  found  in  America  from  the  thir- 
tieth to  the  fixtieth  degree  of  north  latitude. 
There  are  but  few  towards  the  fouth  j but  they 
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increafe  in  number,  and  grow  darker,  as  we  ad- 
vance towards  the  north.  In  the  country  of  the 
Illinois,  they  are  yellow  and  ftraw-coloured  ; 
higher  up  in  the  country,  they  are  of  a light  chef- 
nut  j to  the  north  of  Canada,  of  a dark  chefnut  ; 
and  fome  are  found  that  are  quite  black,  and 
thefe  are  reckoned  the  fineft.  Yet,  in  this  cli- 
mate, the  coldeft  that  is  inhabited  by  this  fpecies, 
fome  among  the  black  tribes  are  quite  white  ; 
others  white,  fpeckled  with  grey,  and  fometimes 
with  fandy  fpots  on  the  rump  j fo  much  does  na- 
ture delight  in  fhewing  the  gradations  of  warmth 
and  cold,  and  their  various  influences,  not  only 
on  the  figure,  but  on  the  very  covering  of  ani- 
mals. The  value  that  is  fet  upon  them,  depends 
upon  the  colour  of  their  fkins.  Some  of  them 
are  fo  little  in  efteem,  that  it  is  not  thought 
worth  while  to  kill  them  j but  thefe  are  not  com- 
monly found. 

The  fur  trade  was  the  firft  which  the  Europeans 
carried  on  in  Canada.  It  was  begun  by  the  French 
colony  at  Tadoufac,  a port  fituated  thirty  leagues 
below  Quebec.  About  the  year  1640,  the  town  of 
Les  Trois  Rivieres,  at  the  diftance  of  twenty-five 
leagues  above  the  capital,  became  a fécond  mart. 
In  procefs  of  time  all  the  fur  trade  centered  in 
Montreal.  The  fkins  were  brought  thither  on 
canoes  made  of  the  bark  of  trees,  in  the  month  of 
June.  The  number  of  Indians  who  reforted  to 
that  place  increafed,  as  the  fame  of  the  French 
fpread  further.  The  account  of  the  reception 
they  had  met  with,  the  fight  of  the  things  they 
had  received  in  exchange  for  their  goods,  all  con- 
tributed 
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tributed  to  increafe  this  traffic.  Whenever  thev  book 
returned  with  a freffi  fupply  of  furs,  they  always 
brought  a new  nation  along  with  thenn.  Thus  a 
kind  of  fair  was  opened,  to  which  the  fev^eral 
tribes  of  that  vafl:  continent  reforted. 

The  Englifli  grew  jealous  of  this  branch  of 
wealth  ; and  the  colony  they  had  founded  at  New 
York,  foon  found  means  to  divert  the  ftream  of 
this  great  circulation.  As  foon  as  they  had  fe- 
cured  a fubfiftence,  by  bellowing  their  firfl:  at- 
tention upon  agriculture,  they  began  to  think  of 
the  fur  trade,  which  was  at  firfl;  confined  to  the 
country  of  the  Iroquois.  The  five  nations  of  that 
name  would  not  fuffer  their  lands  to  be  traverfed, 
in  order  to  give  an  opportunity  of  treating  with 
other  favage  nations,  who  were  at  confiant  enmity 
with  them  i nor  would  they  allow  thofe  nations 
to  come  upon  their  territories,  to  (hare  in  compe- 
tition with  them  the  profits  of  the  trade  they  had 
opened  with  the  Europeans.  But  time  having 
extinguiflied,  or  rather  fufpended,  the  national 
hoflilities  between  the  Indians,  the  Englifn  fpread 
themfelves  over  the  country,  and  the  favages 
flocked  to  them  from  all  quarters.  This  nation 
had  infinite  advantages  to  give  them  the  pre- 
ference to  their  rivals  the  French.  T.  neir  voyages 
were  carried  on  with  greater  facility,  and  conlc- 
quently  they  could  aflbrd  to  underfell  them. 

They  were  the  only  manufadlurers  of  the  coarfe 
cloths  that  were  môfl:  fuitable  to  the  favages. 

The  beaver  trade  was  free  among  them  ; where- 
as, among  the  French,  it  was,  and  ever  has  been, 
fubiedl  to  the  rvranny  of  monopoly.  It  was  by 
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B K tfiis  freedom,  and  thefe  privileges,  that  they  en- 
grofled  moll  of  the  trade  that  rendered  Montreal 
fo  famous. 

At  this  time  the  French  in  Canada  indulged 
themfelves  more  freely  in  a cuftom,  which  at  firfl: 
had  been  confined  within  narrow  bounds.  Their 
inclination  for  frequenting  the  woods,  which  was 
that  of  the  firfl;  colonifts,  had  been  wifely  reftrained 
within  the  limits  of  the  territory  belonging  to  the 
colony.  PermilTion  was,  however,  granted  every 
year  to  twenty-five  perfons  to  go  beyond  thefe 
limits,  in  order  to  trade  with  the  Indians.  The 
fuperiority  which  New-York  was  acquiring,  was 
the  caufe  of  increafing  the  number  of  thefe  per- 
miflions.  They  were  a kind  of  patents,  which 
the  patentees  might  make  ufe  of  either  in  perfon 
or  by  proxy,  and  continued  a year  or  more.  The 
produce  of  the  fale  of  thefe  patents  was  alTigned, 
by  the  governor  of  the  colony,  to  the  officers,  or 
their  widows  and  children,  to  hofpitals  and  mif- 
fionaries,  to  fuch  as  had  dillinguilhed  themfelves 
by  fome  great  adion,  or  fome  ufeful  under- 
taking ; and  fometimes  even  to  the  creatures  of 
the  governor,  who  fold  the  patents  himfelf.  The 
money  he  did  not  give  away,  or  did  not  chufe 
to  keep,  was  put  into  the  public  coffers but  he 
was  not  accountable  to  any  one  for  the  manage- 
ment of  it. 

This  cuftom  was  attended  with  fatal  confe- 
quences.  Many  of  thefe  traders  fettled  among  the 
Indians,  to  defraud  their  partners,  whofe  goods 
they  had  difpofed  of.  A greater  number  fettled 
among  the  Englilh,  where  the  profits  w'cre  greater. 

4 The 
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The  immenfe  lakes,  frequently  agitated  with  vio-  book 
lent  ftorms' ; the  cafcades,  which  render  navigation  ■ ^ 

fo  dangerous  up  the  broadeft  rivers  in  the  whole 
world  i the  weight  of  the  canoes,  the  provifions, 
and  the  bales  of  goods,  which  they  were  forced  to 
carry  upon  their  flioulders  at  the  carrying  places^ 
where  the  rapidity  or  fhallownefs  of  the  water 
obliged  them  to  quit  the  rivers,  and  purfue  their 
journey  by  land,  proved  the  deftru6lion  of  feveral 
perfons.  Some  perilhed  in  the  fnow  and  on  the 
ice,  by  hunger,  or  by  the  fword  of  the  enemy. 

Thofe  who  returned  to  the  colony  with  a profit 
of  fix  or  feven  hundred  per  cent,  were  not  always 
on  that  account  more  ufeful  members,  as  they  gave 
themfelves  up  to  the  greateft  excefles,  and  by 
their  example  produced  in  others  a diflike  to  atten- 
tion and  induftry.  Their  fortunes  were  difiipated 
as  fuddenly  as  they  were  amafled  j like  thofe 
moving  mountains  which  a whirlwind  raifes  and 
deftroys  at  once,  on  the  fandy  plains  of  Africa. 

Moft  of  thefe  travelling  traders,  exhaufted  with 
the  exceflive  fatigues  which  their  avarice  prompted 
them  to  undergo,  and  the  licentioufnefs  of  a wan- 
dering and  dilTolute  life,  dragged  on  a prema- 
ture old  age  in  indigence  and  infamy.  The 
government  took  cognizance  of  thefe  irregula- 
rities, and  changed  the  manner  of  carrying  on  the 
fur  trade. 

The  French  had  for  a long  time  been  incef- 
fantly  employed  in  erecting  a number  of  forts, 
which  were  thought  ncceflary  for  the  prefervation 
and  aggrandizement  of  their  fettlements  in  North 
America,  Thofe  built  on  the  weft  and  fouth  of 
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the  river  Sc,  Lawrence  were  large  and  ftrong^ 
and  were  intended  to  reftrain  the  ambition  of  the 
Englifh.  Thofe  which  were  confl;ru6lcd  on  the 
feveral  lakes,  in  the  mod:  important  pofitions, 
formed  a chain  which  extended  northward  to  the 
diftance  of  a thoufand  leagues  from  Quebec  j but 
they  were  only  miferable  pallifades,  intended  to 
keep  the  Indians  in  awe,  to  fecure  their  alliance, 
and  the  produce  of  their  chace.  There  was  a 
garrifon  in  each,  more  or  lefs  numerous,  accord- 
ing to  the  importance  of  the  pod,  and  of  the  ene- 
mies who  threatened  it.  It  was  thought  proper 
to  intruft  the  commandant  of  each  of  thefe  forts 
with  the  exclufive  right  of  buying  and  felling  in 
the  whole  diftrid  under  his  dominion.  This  pri- 
vilege was  purchafed  ; but  as  it  was  always  ad- 
vantageous, and  fometimes  was  the  means  of  ac- 
quiring a confiderable  fortune,  it  was  only  grant- 
ed to  officers  that  were  mod  in  favour.  If  any 
of  thefe  had  not  a dock  fufficient  for  the  under- 
taking, he  could  eafily  prevail  with  fome  monied 
men  to  join  with  him.  It  was  pretended  that  this 
fydem,  far  from  being  detrimental  to  the  fervice, 
was  a means  of  promoting  it,  as  it  obliged  the 
military  men  to  keep  up  more  condant  connec- 
tions with  thé  natives,  to  watch  their  motions, 
and  to  negled  nothing  that  could  fecure  their 
friendffiip.  It  was  not  forefeen,  or  at  lead  pre- 
tended not  to  be  fo  by  any,  that  fuch  an  arrange- 
ment mud  neceflarily  prevail  over  every  prin- 
ciple, except  that  of  intered,  and  would  be  a 
fource  of  perpetual  oppreffion, 
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This  tyranny,  which  Toon  became  univerfal, 
was  feverely  felt  at  Frontenac,  at  Niagara,  and 
at  Toronto.  The  farmers  of  thole  three  forts, 
making  an  ill  ufe  of  their  exclufive  privilege,  fet 
fo  low  a value  upon  the  merchandize  that  was 
brought  them,  and  rated  their  own  fo  high,  that 
by  degrees  the  Indians,  inftead  of  flopping  there, 
reforted  in  great  numbers  to  Chouaguen,  on  the 
lake  Ontario,  where  the  Englihi  traded  with 
them  upon  more  advantageous  .terms..  . The 
French  court,  alarmed  at  the  account  of  thefé 
new  connexions,  found  means  to  \^eaken  them, 
by  taking  the  trade  of  thefe  three  polls  into  their 
own  hands,  and  treating  the  Indians  flill  better 
than  they  were  treated  by  their  rivals  the  Englilh., 

In  confequence  of  this  ftep,  the  refufe  of  all 
thofe  furs  that  were  not  faleable  became  the  foie 
property  of  the  king  5 and  all  the  fkins  of  thofe 
beafts  that  were  killed  in  fummer  and  autumn 
were  readily  given  him  ; in  a word,  all  the  moft 
ordinary  furs,  the  thinneft,  and  moft  eafily  fpoil- 
ed,  were  referved  for  the  king.  All  thefe  da- 
mac^ed  furs,  bought  without  examination,  were 
careleQy  depofited  in  warehoufes,  and  eaten  up 
by  the  moths.  At  the  proper  feafon  for  fending 
them  to  Quebec,  they  were  put  into  boats,  and 
left  to  the  difcretion  of  foldiers,  paffengers,  and 
watermen,  who,  having  had  no  concern  in  thofe 
commodities,  did  not  take  the  leaft  care  to  keep 
them  dry.  When  they  came  into  the  hands  of 
the  managers  of  the  colony,  they  were  fold  for  one 
half  of  the  fmall  value  they  had.  Thus  thf  re- 
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turns  were  rather  lefs  than  the  fums  advanced  by 
the  government  in  fuport  ot  this  lofing  trade. 

But  though  this  trade  was  of  no  confequence 
to  the  king,  it  is  dill  a matter  of  doubt  if  it  were 
advantageous  to  the  Indians,  though  gold  and 
filver  were  not  the  dangerous  medium  of  their 
traffic.  They  received*  indeed,  in  exchange  for 
their  furs,  faws,  knives,  hatchets,  kettles,  fiffi- 
hooks,  needles,  thread,  ordinary  linen,  and  coarfe 
v/oollen  fluffs  j all  which  may  be  confidered  as 
the  means  or  pledges  of  intercourfe  with  them. 
But  articles  were  likewife  fold  them  that  would 
have  proved  prejudicial  to  them,  even  as  a gift 
or  a prefent  ; fuch  as  guns,  powder  and  fhot,  to- 
bacco, and  cfpecially  brandy. 

This  liquor,  the  moft  fatal  prefent  the  Old 
World  ever  made  to  the  New,  was  no  fooner 
know’n  to  the  favages,  than  they  grew  paffion- 
ately  fond  of  it.  It  was  equally  impoffible  fot 
them  to  abftain  from  it,  or  to  ufe  it  with  modera- 
tion. It  was  fbon  obferved  that  it  diflurbed  their 
domeftic  peace,  deprived  them  of  their  judgment, 
and  made  them  furious  j and  that  it  occafioned 
hufbands,  wives,  children,  brothers,  and  fifters, 
to  abufe  and  quarrel  with  one  another.  In  vain 
did  fome  worthy  Frenchmen  expoftulate  with 
them,  and  endeavour  to  make  them  afhamed  of 
thefe  exceffes.  It  is  you,  anfwered  they,  who 
have  taught  us  to  drink  this  liquor;  and  now  we 
cannot  do  without  it.  If  you  refufe  to  give  it  us, 
we  will  apply  to  the  Engliffi.  You  have  done 
the  mifchief,  and  it  admits  not  of  a remedy. 

9 Ths 
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The  court  of  France,  upon  receiving  contra- 
diftory  information  with  refpe6t  to  the  diforders 
occafioned  by  this  pernicious  trade,  hath  alter- 
nately prohibited,  tolerated,  and  authorized  it, 
according  to  the  light  in  which  it  was  reprefented 
to  the  miniftry.  Notwithftanding  all  thefe  vari- 
ous alterations,  the  interelt  of  the  merchants  was 
nearly  the  fame.  The  fale  of  brandy  was  feldom 
decreafed.  It  was,  however,  confidered  by  judi- 
cious people,  as  the  principal  caufe  of  the  dimi- 
nution of  the  human  race,  and  confequently  that 
of  the  fkins  of  beads;  a diminution  which  be- 
came every  day  more  evident. 

This  decline  of  the  fur  trade  was  not  yet  fo  re- 
markable as  it  has  been  fince,  when  the  promotion 
of  the  duke  of  Anjou  to  the  throne  of  Charles  V. 
fpread  an  alarm  over  all  Europe,  and  plunged  it 
once  more  into  the  horrors  of  a general  war.  The 
conflagration  extended  beyond  the  feas,  and  was 
advancing  even  to  Canada,  had  not  the  Iroquois 
put  a ftop  to  it.  The  Englifli  and  French  had  long 
been  contending  to  fecure  an  alliance  with  that 
nation.  Thefe  marks  of  efteem  or  fear  had  fo  far 
increafed  their  natural  pride,  that  they  confidered 
themfelves  as  the  umpires  of  the  two  rival  nations, 
and  pretended  that  the  conduft  of  both  was  to  be 
regulated  by  their  intercft.  As  they  were  inclined 
to  peace  at  that  time,  they  haughtily  declared  that 
they  would  take  up  arms  againft  either  of  the  two 
nations,  which  fhould  commence  hoftihties  againil 

the  other.  This  refolution  was 

fuuation  of  the  French  colony,  which  was  ill  pre- 

pared  for  a war,  and  expeded  no  affiftance  from 
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B K mother-country.  The  people  of  New-York, 
u— v— ’ on>the  contrary,  whofe  forces  were  already  con- 
fiderable,  and  received  daily  reinforcements, 
wilhed  to  prevail  upon  the  Iroquois  to  join  with 
them.  Their  infinuations,  prcfents,  and  négo- 
ciations were,  however,  inefFedlual  till  1709; 
at  which  period  they  fucceeded  in  feducing  four 
of  the  five  nations  j and  their  troops,  which 
'till  then  had  remained  inaflive,  marched  out, 
fupported  by  a great  number  of  Indian  war- 
riors. 

The  army  was  confidently  advancing  towards 
the  center  of  Canada  with  the  greateft  probability 
of  fuccefs,  when  one  of  the  chiefs  of  the  Iroquois, 
who  had  never  approved  of  their  proceedings, 
. plainly  faid  to  his  people,  “ What  will  become 
“ of  us,  if  we  Ihould  Tucceed  in  driving  away  the 
French  ?”  Thefe  few  words,  uttered  with  amyf- 
terious  and  anxious  look,  imnhediately  recalled  to 
the  minds  of  all  the  people  their  former  fyftem, 
which  was  to  keep  the  balance  even  between  the 
two  foreign  nations,  in  order  to  fecure  their  own 
independence.  They  inftantly  refolved  to  relin- 
quifn  a defign  they  had  been  too  precipitately  en- 
gaged in,  contrary  to  the  public  interefti  but  as 
they  thought  it  would  be  fliameful  openly  todefert 
their  afibciates,  they  imagined  that  fecret  trea- 
chery might  ferve  the  purpofe  of  open  defedlion. 
The  lawlefs  favages,  the  virtuous  Spartans,  the 
religious  Hebrews,  the  wife  and  warlike  Greeks 
and  Romans  i all  people,  whether  civilized  or  not, 
have  always  made  what  is  called  the  right  of  na- 
tipns  CQnfilt  either  in  craft  or  violence. 

The 
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The  army  had  halted  on  the  banks  of  a little  b'o  o k 
river  to  wait  for  the  artillery  and  ammunition.-  ^ ^ ^ 

The  Iroquois,  who  fpent  their  leifure  hours  in 
hunting,  flayed  all  the  beads  they  caught,  and 
threw  their  fkins  into  the  river,  a little  above  the 
camp.  The  waters  were  foon  infefled.  The 
Englifli,  who  had  not . any  fufpicion  of  fuch  an 
inllance  of  treachery,  continued  unfortunately  to 
drink  of  the  waters  that  were  thus  rendered  poi^ 
fonous  ; in  confequence  of  which,  fuch  confider- 
able  numbers  of  them  immediately  died,  that  it 
became  neceflary  to  fufpend  the  military  ope- 
rations. 

A STILL  more  imminent  danger  threatened  the 
French  colony.  A numerous  fleet,  deftined 
againfl:  Quebec,  and  which  had  five  or  fix  thou- 
fand  troops  on  board,  entered  the  river  St.  Law- 
rence the  following  year,  and  would  probably 
have  fucceeded,  had  it  reached  the  place  of  it’s 
deftination.  But  the  raflanefs  of  the  admiral, 
joined  to  the  violence  of  th-e  elements,  was  the 
caufe  of  it’s  being  loft  in  the  palfage.  Thus  was 
Canada  at  once  delivered  from  it’s  fears  both  by 
fea  and  land,  and  had  the  glory  of  maintaining 
itfelf  without  fuccours  and  without  lofs,  againft 
the  ftrengch  and  policy  of  the  Englifla. 

- France,  in  the  mean  time,  which  for  forty  France  is 

1 • 1 £r  compelled 

years  had  fingly  withftood  the  combined  eiiorts  to  cede  part 
of  all  Europe,  vanquiflaed  or  repulfed  all  the  na-  virces  that 
tions  united  againft  her,  gained  that  point  under 
Lewis  XIV.  which  Charles  V.  had  not  been  able 
to  do  with  the  innumerable  troops  of  his  feveral 

kingdoms  ; France,  which  had  at  that  period 

produced 
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produced  as  many  great  men  as  would  have  ren- 
dered immortal  a feries  of  twenty  reigns,  and  un- 
der one  in  particular  had  fignalifed  herfelf  by  as 
many  great  adlions  as  might  have  raifed  the  glory 
of  twenty  different  nations,  was  then  upon  the 
point  of  crowning  all  her  glorious  fuccefles  by 
placing  a branch  of  the  houfe  of  Bourbon  on  the 
throne  of  Spain.  She  had  then  fewer  enemies, 
and  a greater  number  of  allies,  than  fhe  ever  had 
in  the  moft  brilliant  periods  of  her  profperity. 
Every  thing  concurred  to  promife  her  an  eafy  fuc- 
cefs,  a fpeedy  and  decifive  fuperiority. 

It  was  not  fortune,  but  nature  itfelf,  that 
changed  her  deftiny.  Proud  and  flourifhing  un- 
der a king  endowed  with  the  graces  and  vigour 
of  youth,  after  having  rifen  with  him  through  the 
feveral  degrees  of  glory  apd  grandeur,  fhe  fank 
with  him  through  all  the  periods  of  decay  incident 
to  human  nature.  The  fpirit  of  bigotry,  which 
had  been  introduced  into  the  court  by  an  ambi- 
tious woman,  determined  the  choice  of  minifters, 
generals,  and  governors;  and  i^is  choice  was  al- 
ways blind  and  unfortunate.  Kings,  who,  like 
other  men,  have  recourfe  to  heaven  when  they 
are  ready  to  quit  the  earth,  feem  in  their  old 
age  to  feek  for  a new  fet  of  flatterers,  who  Tooth 
them  with  hopes,  at  the  time  when  all  realities 
are  difappearing.  It  is  at  this  rime  that  hypo- 
crify,  always  ready  to  avail  itfelf  of  the  firft  and 
fécond  childhood  of  life,  awakens  in  the  mind  of 
princes  the  ideas  that  had  been  early  implanted 
in  it  ; and,  under  pretence  of  guiding  him  to  the 
only  happinefs  that  remains  for  him,  affumes  an 

abfolute 
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atfolure  empire  over  his'  will.  But  as  this 
I'aft  age,  as  well  as  the  firft,  is  a ftate  of  weaknefs, 
a continual  fludluacion  muft,  tlierefore,  prevail 
in  the  government.  Cabals  grow  more  violent 
and  more  powerful  than  ever  j the  expeftations 
of  intriguing  men  arc  raifed,  and  merit  is  lefs  re- 
warded; men  of  fuperior  talents  are  afraid  to 
make  themfelves  know’nj  folicitations  of  every 
kind  are  multiplied  j places  are  cafually  bellowed 
upon  men  all  equally  unfit  to  fill  them,  and 
yet  prefumptuous  enough  to  think  they  deferve 
them;  men  who  rate  the  eftimation  of  them- 
felves by  the  contempt  they  entertain  for  others* 
The  nation  then  lofes  it’s  ftrength,  with  it’s  confi- 
dence, and  every  thing  is  carried  on  with  the  fam$ 
fpirit  it  was  undertaken  ; that  is,  without  defign, 
vigour,  or  prudence. 

To  raife  a country  from  a Hate  of  barbarifm, 
to  maintain  it  in  the  height  of  it’s  glory,  and  to 
check  the  rapidity  of  it’s  decline,  are  three  objedls 
very  difficult  to  accomplifli  ; but  the  lafl:  is  certainly 
the  moll  arduous  tallc  of  them  all.  A nation  nfes 
out  of  barbarifm  by  fudden  efforts  exerted^at  in- 
tervals; it  fupports  itfelf  at  the  fummit  of  it’s  pro- 
fperity  by  the  powers  it  has  acquired;  it  declines 
in  confequence  of  an  univerfal  languor,  which  has 
been  brought  on  by  almofi  imperceptible  grada- 
tions. Barbarous  nations  require  a long-continued 
reicrn;  but  Ihort  reigns  are  bell  calculated  to  main- 
tain a ftate  in  it’s  profperity.  But  the  long  dotage 
of  a declining  monarch  lays  the  foundation  of  evi  s 
for  his  fucceffor,  which  it  is  almoft  impoffible  to 
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Such  was  the  latter  part  of  the  reign  of  Lewis 
XIV.  After  a feries  of  defeats  and  mortifica- 
tions, he  was  ftill  happy  that  he  could  purchafe 
peace  by  facrifices  which  made  his  humiliation 
evident.  But  he  feemed  to  wifh  to  conceal  thefe 
facrifices  from  his  people,  by  making  them  chiefly 
beyond  fea.  It  is  eafy  to  judge  how  much  his 
pride  muft  have  fuffe red,  in  giving  up  to  the  Eng- 
lifli  Hudfon's  Bay,  Newfoundland,  and  Acadia, 
three  pofTelTions,  which,  together  with  Canada, 
formed  that  immenfe  tradt  of  country  know’n  by 
the  glorious  name  of  New  France.  We  fhall  fee 
in  the  next  book  by  what  means  this  power,  ac- 
cuftomed  to  conquefl:,  endeavo^lred  to  repair-  it’s 
Ioffes» 
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